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No. 1 Eighteenth Year January 5, 1951 
NEW ZEALAND Meeting on 'Faith and Order' 


In the largest gath:ring of its sort since 1947, members of New Zealand 
Churches met for three days in November to discuss Faith and Order questions. 
Under the Chairmanship of the Bishop of Nelson (the Rt. Rev. P.W. Stephenson), 
forty representatives of six denominations heard papers on Faith and Order study 
in New Zealand and overseas; on the issues raised by the words "catholic", 
"protestant", "gathered"; on intercommunion; orn the theology on the status of 
the laity; and on non-theological factors in disunity. On the basis of these 
papers and the discussion which followed them, the steering co mittee of the 
group was able to produce a number of suggestions to the National Council of 
Churches. In the form in which they were finally adopted, these recormendations 

were for the dissemination of information about the 1952 Lund Conference, both 
before and after; for the establishment of a Commissicn to study the meaning of 
worship; and for action by the N.C.C. to obtain from its constituent Churches 
definite statements of their position in regard to the questions of the nature of 
the Church, ordination to the ministry, authority, and Church order and the 
Scriptures. It is expected that these recommendations will result in a renewed 
discussion of these topics both within, and aimcngst, the various denominations. 


(N.C.C. = National Council of Churches in New Zealand) B.P.S. G_NEVA 
Hk OK 
Centennial Service 


As part of the Centennial celebrations of Canterbury Province (New Zealand), 
a Divine Service was held in Christchurch city, in streets which formed a great 
outdoor "cathedral", with the Cathedral proper forming the "nave", After offer- 
ing thanks for the past hundred years and pledging themselves for the work of the 
years to come, the congregation of 20,000 heard the Archbishop cf Canterbury 
preach the sermon and pronounce the Blessing, 


The Lessons were read by leaders of the Presbyterian and iiethodist Church- 
es in New Zealand, and representatives of all t1e main non-Roman Catholic denom— 
inations were anoluded in the official party, 
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In the course of his tour of New Zealand, the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
the Host Rev. GF. Fisher, addressed a full theatre in Christchurch on the sub- 
ject of the Wesid Council of Churches. After outlining the history, the nature 
and significance of the W.C.C., Dro Fisher discussed "next steps", giving his 
reasons for regarding assimilation, rather than re-vnion, as the next step. 

E.P.S. GENEVA 


U.S.S Re Evangelicals as seen through 
; the Eyes of "Science and Life" 


The Soviet paper "Science and Life" in «ne of its last issued of 1950 
devoted an article to the position of the Evan:elicals and their attitude, The 
article was called "Presmt-day Sectarianism and its Reactionary R6éle". ‘Science 
and Life" is a paper which is mainly devoted to trying to further the cause of 
materialism as the official belief of the Communist Party in Russia. 


In an early paragraph, the writer, V.G. Sokolov, says that in sectarian- 
ism "we have to do with a speciai refined variety of religion. Its representat-— 
ives, preaching a supposedly ‘pure Christianity'... propagandise among Soviet 
people what are in essence the same anti~scientific and anti-social views as 
those propagated by the representatives cf other cults, But no matter how far 
various sects may havemetamorphosed their cults, they remain religious organisa- 
tions, and ‘any, even the most refined and well-intentioned defence or justifi- 
cation of the idea of God is a justification of reaction’ (V.I. Lenin, Works, 
Volume 17, Page 85) oo. 


"To 'reconcile! religion with Communism itself as a product of Christian- 
ity, to make adjustment to the altered situation, to cloak the reactionary anti- 
scientific substance of the sectarian ideology with an ingenious verbal shell - 
this is what the leaders of the Christian sects in the U.S.5.R. have been striv= 
ing and are striving to do. 


"For example the All-Union Covnecil of the Evangelical Baptist Christians , 
in one of its letters to foreign Baptists in 1947, declares flatly that the 
Russian Baptists ‘fully share the social-economic principles of Comunism as not 
being contrary to the teaching of Our Lord Jesus Christ!. 


"Has contemporary sectarianism really ceased to play a reactionary rdle 
and is it a force which furthers the building of Commmmism? Can it be considered 
that the 'Gospel ef Christ the Crucified! and all the sectarian activity in in- 
stilling ‘lofty moral qualities' in man are not contrary to ovr Communist ideol- 
ogy? 6f course not. All the sectarian propaganda about the 'compatibility' of 
Communism and Christianity, to the effect that sectarians are also builders of 
Communism is nothing other than an attemot to mask the reactionary substance of 
the sectarian precepts and morality, to lead Soviet man astray. 


iThe preaching cf ‘love for all people’! under zonditions of the acute 
struggle between the old rotting world of capitalism and the new growing world 
of Communism, of the feverish preparations by the Anglo-American imperialists 
for a new war, is in essence nothing cther than lulling the vigilance of Soviet 
people. Under these conditions the preaching cf ‘love for all. people’, no matter 
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what good intentions the sectarian preachers embellish it with, is a gospel not 
of philanthropy but of misanthropy. Real philanthropy specifically includes 
sincere hatred for the enemies of labouring humanity". 


The concluding sentence of the article is: 
"Systematic ideological struggle against anti-scientific reactionary 


ideology of sectarianism is a constituent part of our general ideological struggle 
for the complete triumph of the scientific materialist world outlook in the 


minds of all Soviet people", | E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Church Women urge Daily Prayer for Peace 


A call for people everywhere to offer a daily prayer for peace was issued 
by the General Department of United Church Women of the National Council of 
Churches « 


The Department, which co-ordinates the women’s work of more than 70 Prot- 
estant denominations, suggested noon-day use of the following prayer: 


"O God, Who has put into the hearts of men a great longing for peace, but 
hast also given to man the power to choose, grant us the will to make our choices 
in accordance with Thy will. Bind the world together, O God, in fellowship, 
service and love, and grant that we may take our part in the fulfillment of Thy 


purpose, Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen." DeP.Se Geneva 
CREAT BRITAIN . An Ecunsnical Fellowship 


The British Council of Churches has recently inaugurated a fellowship of 
individual membership to promote loyalty to the Ecumenical Movement. This has 
been done to meet the widely felt desire for some means whereby individual members 
of the different Christian Churches could associate themselves personally with 
the life and work of the Ecumenical Councils in which their Churches participate. 
In place of its former practice of associating subscribers to the British Council 
of Churches, the Council now invites all those who wish to support the Ecumenical 
Movement, as it at present finds expression in the World, British and local 
Councils of Churches, to become “Associates of the Feumenical !iovement", 


The objects of the fellowship are to give individual members of Christian 
congregations a link with both the British Council ef Churches and the World 
Council of Churches and to this end it seeks: (a) to unite them with one another 
in prayer; (b) to increase interest in, md knowledge and understanding of, both 
the British and World Councils and active participation in any activities, in- 
cluding study programmes, initiated by these Councils; (c) to encourage support 
of local Councils of Churches, where they exist, aad cf all efforts to promote 
co-operation in study and action by the Churches in a locality; (d) to provide 
a means whereby individuals me contribute regulariy to the support of the Ecum= 
enical liovements 


All Associates receive tlie B.C.C. bi-monthly bulletin "The Church in the 
World" and such free literature as may from time to time be issued by either the 
British or World Councils, All existing Associates of the British Council of 
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Churches are being invited to become Associates of the Ecumenical liovement as 

their subscriptions fall due. All members of the Scottish Churches Ecumenical 

Association are automatically enrolled as Associates of the Ecumenical Movement, 
E.P.S. Geneva ' 


NEW ZEALAND Death of Maori Bishop 


With the death of Frederick Ausustus Bennett; Bishop of Ao-tea-Roa, the 
Anglican Church in New Zealand has lost its first Maori bishop. B’shop Bennett 
was also the first Chairman of the Maori section of the National Council of 
Churches in New Zealand, and was a keen worker for the ecumenical movement. 
Greatly admired and loved by all who knew him, Bishop Bennett often used to cite, 
as an example of the progress of the Church in New Zealand, the fact that he, a 


bishop of the Church, was the grandson of a cannibal. E.P.S, Geneva 
JORDAN Abdullah plans Special Envoy to Religious 
Heads 


King Abdullah of Jordan will appoint a special representative to serve as 
a permanent contact between him and the heads of religious communities in Jordan 
and Arab Palestine, including the Jordan-held Old City of Jerusalem, 


The royal representative also will see that free ac:ess is given Christians 
and jlioslems to visit their respective holy places, King Abdullah said. The "third 
religion" (Judaism) would enjoy the same rights in his kingdom, "after the situ- 


ation has been normalised", E.>.S. Geneva 
CANADA Eskimos becoming Staunch Church-Goers 


Eskimos in Canada's Arctic regions "are becoming staunch churchgoers", 
according to the Rt. Rev. Donald B. Marsh, new Anglican Bishop of the Arctic. 


"They carry their prayer book with them wherever they go. No one is with- 
out one," he said. "Churches are filled to overflowing every Sunday, I have had 
to figure out how to get 800 into a church built to house 250. I have held con— 
firmation services out of doors in freezing weather because there was no room in 
the chapel for friends and families to witness the service. The 
demand for ministers and missionaries far exceeds the supply in the Canadian 


northland." E.P.S,. Geneva 
EGYPT | Loss to Coptic Church 


We regret to announce the death at Heliopolis of the Rev, Eighomenos Ibra- 
him Luke, Dean of St. Mark's Coptic Cathedral, Heliopolis, Dean Luke represented 
the Coptic Church at the ecumenical conferences of Oxford and Edinburgh in 1937 
and was a strong advocate of the ecumenical movement in his owm Church and 


country-> E.P.S. Geneva 
GER: ANY: ! Bavarian Churches have ilutual Aid Programme 


A total of 680 Roman Catholic churches and chapels are extending their 
hospitality to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bavaria for services, while in 
the same area 250 Evangelical churches are available for Roman Catholic servicese 
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This mutual assistance programme results from the large-scale denomin- 
ational shift within the Bavarian population caused by the wholesale influx of 


refugees and expellees into Southern Germany.» E.P.S. Geneva 
GERMANY Proposal for an East-West Conversation 


(Berlin):-— An article published in the weekly Evangelical periodical, 
"Die Kirche" ("The Church"), states:- "The Church must leave nothing undone 
which could contribute towards pacification". The article points out:— "We do 
not want to develop theories but rather make practical proposals. Here they 
are i= 


"The Chairman of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (E.K.D.) 
invites the Federal Chancellor and the Prime Minister of the German Democratic 
People's Republic to take part in a meeting to be held in his (the Chairman's) 
house, The meeting should be regarded first and foremost as a demonstration 
of good will and should make it known that the Governments intend to place the 
concerns of the German nation before everything else, The Council of E.K.D, 
makes to both statesmen a proposal for the setting up of a three-man council, 
consisting of one representative of the Federal Republic, one of the German 
Democratic People's Republic, and of Berlin. The negotiations of this committee 
should be removed from the atmosphere of politicalpropaganda and be devoted 
solely to practical matters, The three-man committee creates the first presup-— 
positions for this." 


(Bishop Otto Dibelius, of Berlin, is Chairman of E.K.D. Dr. Konrad Adenauer 
is the Federal Chancellor of Western Germany. Herr Grotewohl is the Prime 
Minister of the German Democratic People's Republic of Eastern Germany). 


Bishop Dibelius declared that he was himself surprised to learn of the 
proposals but he did not hesitate to give the assurance that he would be pre-— 
pared to undertake any mediatory réle, if his services were needed.E.P.S.Geneva 


Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 


On the occasion of the week of prayer for Christian unity observed every 
year from the 18th to the 25th of January, the Abbé Paul Couturier, of Lyon 
(France), who has devoted himself for some years past to this task of spiritual 
renewal, has published for the octave of 1951, a little brochure which contains, 
among other material, the texts of prayers. Here are some extracts:- 


"Tor the lack of importance which we have given to this word which sprang 
from the Divine Heart:- 'And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: 
them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice;'.... we beg Thy pardon, 
Lord r) 


"For our controversies often full of ironies, of narrowness of spirit or 
of exaggeration with regard to our non-Christian brethren, for our intransig- 
ences and for our severe judgments... we beg Thy pardon, Lord. 


"For all the culpable violence which may have been exercised in history 
by us Catholics towards our Protestant brethren...» we beg Thy pardon, Lord. 
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"For all our unjustified restrictive measures against them... we beg Thy 
pardon, Lord. 


"For all the proud or complacent attitudes whichwe may h-ve manifested 
through the centuries towards our Orthodox brethren and for all our lack of 
comprehension in this respects... we beg Thy pardon, Lord, 


"For the bad examples of our conduct, which have retarded, diminished or 
destroyed the effects of Grace in the ‘ives of our Christian Grebiai s we beg 
Thy pardon, Lord. 


"Above linguistic, racial, national... frontiers, unite us, Jesuse.. 
Above our ignorance, our prejudices, our instinctive enmities... unite us, Jesuse 


"OQ God, fer Thy great glory... gather the dispersed Christians. 


"QO God, for the triumph of good and of the truth... gather the dispersed 
Christians. 


"OQ God, so that there may be one fold and one Shepherd... gather the 
dispersed Christians, 


"O God, to confound the pride of Satan and his tools... gathgx the dis- 
persed Christians, 


"Q God, in order that peace may at last reign in the world... gather the 
dispersed Christians, 


"QO God, for the greatest joy of the Heart of Thy Son... gather the dis- 


persed Christians," E.P.S. Geneva 
GERMANY Evangelical Contribution to. ards 


Reconstruction of a Synagogue 


On behalf of the Evangelical Church in Berlin, Dean Griiber handed to the 
leader of the vewish community in Berlin, Heinz Galinsky, a contribution of 
5,000 German D,Marks towards the reconstruction of their synagogue, The gift 
was welcomed with deep gratitude, 


It may be recalled that Dean Griiber was imprisoned by the Gestapo for his 
work helping Jews victimised by the Nazi racial persecution, E.P,S. Geneva 


ISRAGL Freedom of Religious Education 


The preblem of Christian missionary schools came up for discussion in 
the Parliament of Israel in December 1950. Dre. David Remez, the Minister of 
Education, specifically declared that these schools have the right to develop 
their acticities unhindered. In addition, Christian children are free to 
attend other educational establishments besides missionary schoolso 


"All parents in Israel are entitled to choose appropriate schools for 
their children, whet! er a public-run school or a private or missionary school." 
B.P.o. Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN "Tp it Peace? A Christian Answer" 


The British Council of Churches has through its International Department 
been considering for some months past how to stimulate Christian people to 
further thought and action on the crucial issues of international peace and 
justices, 


It believes that the Churches have an opportunity at the present time to 
say their cwn word in their own way about the international situation and to 
proclaim vigorously, not only the hatred of Christians for war, but their 
positive programme for attacking the causes of conflict between the nations and 
the deep convictions about God and man which must be the basis of action, . 


Meeting for this purpose are being arranged in the New Year by the local 
Councils of Churches in Bristol, Manchester, Leeds, Nottingham, sheffield and 
other places, 


The Council has itself arranged for a public meeting to be held in the 
Central Hall, Westminster, on the evening of March 1, when the speakers will 
be the Archbishop of York, Dr. Cyril Garbett, Dr. JoH. Oldham, and Bishop 
Dibelius of Berlin. The title of the meeting in London will be "Is it peace? 
A Christian Answer", and a special pamphlet with the same title is to be pub- 
lished in January. This is designed to clarify the Christian Approach to inter- 
national affairs, to provide a readable account of what the Churches have in 
fact been doing in this sphere and to give practical suggestions for local 
action. (Copies may be ordered from 39, Doughty Street, London V.C.1.) 

EoP.S.« Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN Overseas Council of the Church Assembly 


a ee 


the Church Assembly, became known as The Overseas Council of the Church Assembly. 
This was decided on June 21, 1950, at the summer session of the Assembly. 
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The change of name is more than a mere formality. The various oversea 
Churches and Provinces of the Anglican Communion have been advancing steadily 
in self-government and responsibility, All the major Churches and Provinces 
are now fully autonomous, and stand to the Church of England within the 
Anglican Communion in a more or less analogous relationship to that of the 
Dominions to the United Kingdom within the British Commonwealth and Empire, 
though the analogy must not be pressed too far, since, e.g., there is no 
institution in the Anglican Communion comparable to the Crown. MWMissionary 
assistance is more and more of tle nature of aid between equals, and in mov- 
ing the resolution, the Bishop of Leicester (Dr. Vernon Smith!, Chairman of 
the Missionary Council) said that the change of name represented the develop- 
ment of thought since the Missionary Council was formed in 1921, and indicated 
its approach to the whole subject of overseas work and the present relation- 


ship with the other Provinces of the Communion, E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Ecumenism at the Grass Roots 


"An example of ecumenism at work on the community level", writes"The 
Christian Century, (December 20, 1951), “is to be found in the Cumberland moune 
tain area between Livingstone and Celina, Tennessee, 4 section becoming widely 
known because of the Dale Hollow TVA dam there," 


Under the missionary leadership of Presbyterian, Disciple and Methodist 
Ministers, a working cooperation has been achieved among 18 rural mountain 
churches whose membership totals 1,800 in a population of 10,000, "The idea 
had been germinating for several years. The project began with a survey, 
which revealed well defined communities, fanilies whose forebears had lived in 
the region for generations and the usual type of mountain neighbourhood, life 
centring in the schools and country stores, Some neighbourhoods had no active — 
church, but most had Methodist, Disciples or Presbyterian congregations. Minist- 
erial service once a month was the rule, 


"Tt became apparent from the survey that among these people neighbour- 
liness was stronger than sectarianism. When it was revealed that in one com~ 
munity the people would prefer a Disciple church to the Presbyterian mission 
serving them, the Presbyterian promptly deeded the church to the Disciples. 

In another case, Methodists and Disciples withdrew when a Presbyterian minister 
was available who could live in the comnunity. In each case, the home mission 
boards of the dmominations concerned cooperated in the new plans," 


The ministers will seek to promote non-sectarian Christianity, They 
have interested authorities in improving roads and procuring electricity for 
isolated sections, A new day has dawned for these mountain folks as the 


result of the coming of a non~sectarian spirit. E.P,S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES World Flight to survey Relief Needs 


Dr, Franklin C. Fry has'been designated by various Churches in the U.S.A, 
to make a round+the-world flight to survey relief, reconstruction'ad refugee 
needs in more than a dozen countries in connection with the 1951 "One Great 
Timefor Sharing" cooperative appeal of the American Churches, which will take 
place during lent. 
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Dr. Fry, President cf the United Lutheran Church in America, left New 
York by air on January 5, accompanied by Mr, Albert Crews of the U.S. Protestant 
Radio Commission, 


Plans call for movies and tape recording of on-the-spot information ob- 
tained by visits to key Church and government leaders in Tokyo, possibly Hong 
Kong, Rangoon, Calcutta, New Delhi, Lahore, Karachi, Beirut, the Jerusalem 
area, Cairo, Athens, Geneva, Frankfurt, Berlin and Londons 


| 
Returning to the nee early in February, Dr. Fry will express the 
concern of the American Churches with regard to world relief needs, reporting 
to Church people over nation-wide radio and television networks, The first 
broadcast is scheduled for Friday evening, February 9o 


The world-circling trip, which will be made entirely by air, is being 
sponsored by the Planning Committee of the 1951 "One Great Time for Sharing" 
appeal of the Cmtral Department of Church World Service of the National Council 


of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. E.P.S, Geneva 
NEW ZEA LAN D Towards Church Union 


Church union was the main subject at the annual conference of the Method- 
ist Church and the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church which held 
simultaneous meetings in Wellington in the beginning of December. 


The Methodist conference recorded its support of union with the Presbyter- 
ian and Congregational Churches as "the will of God and of increasing urgency". 
(The Methodist, Presbyterian and Congregational Churches in New Zealand voted 
favourably on a proposed basis of unicn almost three years ago, but the majority . 
were not considered sufficient to allow the wiion to proceed). 


The Methodist conference adopted an agreement according to which Pres- 
byterians might join a Methodist congre;ation if there were no Presbyterian 
church in their district, or *ice versa, Such individuals retain their denon 
inational allegiance and resume it on moving to a district served by their own 
Churchs: 


The Presbyterian Gene al Assembly meanwhile instructed its committee 
on union to meet representatives of the cooperating Church to formulate a common 
policy in union matters, At the same time, the Assembly decided that no more 
union churches such as have been set up by Methodist, Congregational and Pres- 
byterian groups in newly-developed areas should be established without the 


approval of the Assembly. E.P,S. Geneva 
INDIA Admission of Missionaries 


"The National Christian Council Review'(Nagpur, December 1950) published 
the following communication from the Deputy Secretary to the Ministry of Home 
Affairs with.reference to the entry of missionaries to India? 


No. 2 — January 12, 1951 ~4-~ 10 


Evan:elistic missionaries coming for the first time will normally be 
admitted if they are coming to replace missionaries alr eady working in India or 
to augment the strength of the Mission, provided the need for such re lacement 
or augmentation is established, also such mssionaries as are in possession of 
a valid 'no objection to return to India' endorsement. It is therefore not cor- 
rect to say tht any ban or greater restrictions have been imposed on the ad- 
mission of evangelistic missionaries. However, as in the case of all other 
foreigners coming for long residence, it is necessary to ensure that the need 
for the admission of an evangelistic missionary from a foreign country has been 
established in that there is no suitable Indian available to perform that work. 


I may add for your information, that on a rough estimate over 650 mission- 
aries were admitted into India during 1949 while over 4CO have already been 
allowed to come to India in 1950. It is clear from these figures that, if any- 
thing, we have been very liberal in the matter of grant of visas to foreign 
missionaries, Moreover, applications are now received by us direct from the 
United States of America and other covntries instead of, as in the past, through 
the India Office. The result is thab visas are now authorised in less than half 


the time taken previously." E-PeS. Geneva 
NIGERIA Christians in Lagos 


The British Colonial Office announces that the 1950 census shows that more 
than half of the total population of Lagos (230,000 people), capital of Nigeria, 
British est Africa, is Christian, and that nearly all the rest is Muslim. The 
Christians number 122,000 and for every 20 of them, 7 are Anglican, 6 are Roman 
Catholics, 2 Methodists and 1 Baptist; the remaining four belonging to other 
denominations. 


Christianity is strongest among young people under 25 years of age, 
and the proportion of Christian decreases with age from then onwards. liore than 
. 50% of those over 43 years of age are kiuslims. This factor, says the report, 
taken in conjunction with the/Pateamn among the denominations (tribe and religion 
being closely related), confirms that Christianity has been gaining ground in 


Lagos and the Western Provinces for a considerable time. E.P.S. Geneva 
NETH RLANDS Indonesian Appreciation 


On Saturday afternoon, December 23, a noteworthy gathering took place 
at Woudschoten, The 'Perki', the association of Christian Indonesians outside 
Indonesia, had invited representatives of all the Dutch Mission-Churches and 
corporations, which work in Indonesia, to attend their Christmas Conference. After 
a cordial welcome by the Chairman, lir. Surjardi, the representative of each of 
these missionary hodies was presented with a calligraphed attestion of apprecia’.- 
tion and thanks for the work of the Iiission in Indonesia, in the Indonesian ' 
language, in this document the hope is expressed at the same time that in future 
the Mission will help further in the building of the Church of Christ in Indonesia. 


After this the representetives of the Missions expressed their thanks. 
It was a touching moment, after all that* in these last years had kept the Indon- 
esian and Dutch peoples divided and at a time when the work of the foreign Missi on 
in some places in Indonesia had had to be suspended temporarily. E.PeS.Geneva 


No, 2 — January 12, 1951 Ss iL 


The Old Catholic Episcopate 


co en ae ee 


end) the Dogma (or bhe Assumption 


The following declaration on the new dogma of the Assumption was sent 
to the Ecumenical Press Service by the Episcopate of the Old Catholic Church; 


"IN THE NAME OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY, 


"We, the Old Catholic Bishops united by the Declaration of Utrecht of 
September 24, 1889, do avow the following concerning the doctrine of 'the 
bodily assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into heaven': 


To the Catholic Church 


"In union with the One Holy, Cathelic and Apestolic Church, we profess 
our faith in 'Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, our Saviour, who was conceived 
of the Holy Ghost and born of the Virgin Mary." 


"We confess that God chose Mary that as a virgin she might become through 
the Holy Ghost the mother of the Divine Legos, which was from all the ages God 
and with God, and became ‘for us men and for our salvation! through her flesh 
and man, 


"We confess that the Church bestowed on the Virgin Mary the name 'Mother 
of God,' to proclaim its belief that it was not merely a man that was born of 
her, but Christ Jesus, from all the ages substantial with the Father, God and 
Man in one, 


| Me confess that God gave to us His: only—begotten Son, Jesus Christ, the 
One Redeemer and Mediator, by Whom we are saved, and that ‘in none other is 
there salvation, for there is none other name under heaven given among men by 
which we shall be saved,'! 


"We confess that in Jesus Christ, His Son made man, God revealed all that 
is needed for our salvation, that He grants this revelation at all times to His 
Church through the Holy Spirit, and that any deviation from it or accretion to 
it does not contain the truth revealed to us by God. 


"We therefore once more reject the doctrine that the Bishop of Rome has 
the infallible right to pronounce, determine and decree, as a doctrine of the 
Church essential to salvation, what God has revealed, or that he can do so when 
there is no corroboration for such a doctrine either in God's Word in Holy 
Writ or in the generally-recognised belief of the Church. 


"Tt is for this reason that we once more reject the doctrine of the 
Immaculate Conception of Mary proclaimed by the Bishop of Rome in 1854, and now, 
today, the doctrine defined and proclaimed on the Feast of All Hallows, 1950, 
of the bodily assumption of the Blessed Vi gin Mary into glory. 


"We regret that by this new doctrine the Church of Rome should have gone 
one step further away frem the truth that proceeds from God alone, and that in 


ee 
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this way the division of Christendom should be accentuated at a time when 
Christendom is striving to restore its unity. 


"In communion with the Church through the centuries, we revere the 
memory of the Blessed Virgin Mary, tiothe of our Saviour, and of the patriarchs, 
prophets, apostles amd all saints to whom God has given the crown of everlast- 
ing life, and we pray God, Who by His Holy Spirit sanctifies and guides the 
whole body of the Church, graciously to hear the intercession of the Church 
triumphant and to root out.all error from the Church militant, granting her 
the light of truth and the gifts of unity and peace, through Jesus Christ; our 
Lord. Amen.’ 


Given at Utrecht, the Netherlands, and at Berne, Switzerland, on the 
Feast of St. Stephen, Protomartyr, December 26 of the year of our Lord 1950," 


For the Conference of Old Catholic Bishops, 
(Signed) ANDREAS RINKEL, Archbishop of Utrecht, President. 
ADOLF KUERY, Bishep in Berne, Secretary. 


(Translation by EPS) EoP.S. Geneva 
GREECE Visit from Fr. Alexandre Schmemann 


Father Alexandre Schmemann, of the Orthodex Institute in Paris, has 
gone to Greece with a view to making the better acquaintance of youth work 
in the Orthodox Church of Greece, His visit has the full support of the World 
Council of Churches Youth Department. of which he is Vice-Chairman, 

In May of this year, Fr, Schmemann is to go to the United States to 
lecture at St. Vladimir's Orthodox Theological Seminary, in New York.E.P.S.Geneva 


FINLAND Theological. Institute in Jerusalem 


opened by Swedis sh h Society 


The Swedish Society for Evanzelism among the Jews (Svensky Israelsmis— 
sionen) has just opened a theological institute ia Jerusalem, The three 
Scandinavian countries intend to support it through scholarships and to send 
divinity students to it. Its Director will be Dr. Lundgren, of Uppsala, and 
most of the lecturers will be Lutheran theologians from the Scandinavian 
countries. 


It is the intention of the Institute to provide its students with an 
introduction to the later developments of Judaism and the historical background 
of the Bible. It is hoped that Israeli students will alm attend. The semester 


is to begin on January 15, 1951. EoP.S. Geneva 
U.S.S.R. Elijah and his Relevande Today 


On the feast of the Prophet Elijah, Metropolitan Nikolai Krutitsky 
preached in a Moscow church on the <ubject of faith and works. The right 
faith, he declared, "consists not only in cmfessiix the truths of God and 
keeping then in our hearts; in the living conviction of the heart, it is also 
avowedly the motive pover of our whole earthly existence. It is possible to 
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pérform all the rites of the Orthodox Church and still be a bad Christian - 

indeed worse than if one were a heathen, The right faith is manifested when 
the light of cur lives shines ferbh bsfore men, so that they themselves see 

the good works cf faith and magnify their Father in heaven. 


"ie belisye in eternal life, in the eternal felicity of the faithful 
servants of God, It must be constantly borne in upon us that the most sacred 
obligation of our earthly life should be to labour towards life in the age that 
is to come, towards that everlasting blessedness which God has prepared for 
His children.... 


‘When we celebrate the memory of the Prophet Elijah, we ask ourselves 
why he, who lived 900 years before Christ, is m loved and revered by Russian 
Orthodox believers. The answer is that they love him fo: his ardent faith, 
which he fearlessly proclaimed and defended before the mighty ones of the earth, 
and the heathen sorcerers, and the idolatrous common people. The believing 
heart is uplifted by these examples set it in the faith; wavering faith gains 
strength therefrom, ad by prayer and entreaty to those who thus upheld the 


faith obtains their aid here below." E.P.S, Geneva 
Uesioak. The Russian Church and the 


Churches of Armenia and Georgia 


In the last decade, according to the latest issue (No. 9, 1950) of the 
Moscow Patriarchate's periodical, "relations between the Russian Orthodox 
Church, the Armenian Church recognised as twin-born with her, and the time- 
honoured sister-Church of Georgia have been strengthened and deepened. What 
is the reason for this? 


Czarist Russia sought to play off the peoples of Russia against one 
another, in order to strengthen its own position, In contrast, the Soviet 
Government is seeking by every possible means to link together in bonds of 
brotherhood and fellewship the diversity of peoples and tougias in the U.S.S.R,. 
It calls them to co-operate together, so as te mcourage the cultural and 
economic development of all nations with an eye to their common weal..s...% 


"The peace policy of the Soviet State, its policy of brotherhood and 
co-operation among nations, is expressed also in the mutual relations of the 
Christian Churches, A shining examplc was the quincentenary of the Russian 
Orthodox Church's attainment to autocephalous (independent) status in 1948. 


"One of the most ardent adherents and leaders of this policy among re- 
presentatives of the Christian Churches is our revered and beloved liost Holy 
Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia, Alexi, whose name will be imprinted in 
letters of gold in the history of the Russian Orthodox Church, together with 
those of its most outstanding Patriarchs; Another firm friend of this policy. 
is His Beatitude the Catholicos of the Church of Georgia, Callistratus." 

E.P.S~ Geneva 
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Recent Issues of Ecumenical Periodicals 
"The Ecumenical Review" and "The International Review of liissions", 
the quarterlies published by the World Council of Churches and the Int«rnational 
Missionary Council respectively, have just brought out their latest issues, 


The January volume of the "Ecumenical Review" deals with qestions of 
topical moment for the Church. Contributors come from Great Britain, India, 
Australia and the United States. The problem of "the responsibility of the 
Churches in politics" has given rise to the statement that "many have hoped that 
the ecumenical Church will soon come to have a decisive influence upon the 
international society. it is having some influence already," ‘*. (Kenneth G, 
Grubb, London). - There is, however, "no fixed and definite answer to the 
question as to how the ecumenical movement is to influence the social organi- 
sation of the nations. That is one of the new fields of responsibility which 
the Churches must explore," 


Prof, Roger Mehl, lecturer in theology at Strasbourg, goes in some 
detail into the statement on Korea which wes issued by the Central Committee 
of the World Council in Toronto, in July 1950, marking a new departure for 
the organisation. In his introductory paragraph, he says, "This perilous 
path nevertheless appears to us to be a good one, enabling those Churches 
which are willing to accept World Council leadership to demonstrate their 
courage and clarity of mind..o>» 


"The World Council," he concludes, "is not solely responsible for the 
statements it issues. Christian opinion shares responsibility... The World 
Council has in some sort to create an audience by the weight of its pronounce- 
ment# - The Churches of the World Council must rouse the positive and critical 
interest of Christian people in sich responsibilities and risk:.. All we are 
saying is that Christians must be able to discern outlets into the future." 


The section entitled "Ecumenical Chronicle" contains articles on "The 
New Dogma from an Eastern Orthodox Standpoint" and "from a Protestant Stand-—- 
point." These are followed by a report from the Director of Inter-Church Aid 
Department, Dr. Robert C. Mackie, on "A Strategy for Inter-Church Aid in Europe 
1951," and an emphatic indication of "The Need for Unity and Co-op ration among 
the lionophysite Churches," to which an impulse was given by the Amsterdam 
Assembly of 1948, For "at the first Assembly of the World Council of Churches, 
perhaps for the first time in about a thousand years, a few members of the 
Scattered 'Monophysite'. denominations met together," 


In the "International Review of Missions." India is a focus of attention 
With two contributions on "Indian Communism and the Indian Church" and "Christ- 
ian Higher Education in India." The article on Communism culminates in the 
statement, “Confronted with the growth of Communism in India, the main task of 
the Church is not in the direction of political activity, but in presenting the 
Gospel as a more relevant judgment on all forms of economic organ. sation. The 
Indian Church must examine itself to discover whether it understands the Gospel 
in its relationship to the economic and political crisis, and whether it can 
create sufficient vitality to make a significant contribution to the achieve- 
met of a more tolerable economic order." 
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Enlightening details gathered at first hand on religious freedom in 
Indonesia mntion that "the future of religious freedom... in a country whose 
Governmmt has inevitably some totalitarian tendencies... may be regarded as 
extremely uncertain," 


The subject of the lst Quarter 1951 "Student World" (of the World Stud- 
ent Christian Federation) is: "On the Universities of Asia". As the Editor, 
Philippe Maury, writes, it is a look at"Christian thinking and witness in the 
universities of Africa at this crucial period of their history. liuch of the 
future of the Federation may depend on efforts and developments in the S.C.M.s 
in Asia. In the universities, in which they wrk, new patterns of civilization 
and society are taking place which may decide the future of the whole world. 

It is encouraging to see how Christians, despite their small numbers, are tak- 
ing a leading part in determining the future orientation of these universities." 


Chandoen Devanesan, Chairman of the S.C.M, of India, Pakistan and Ceylon. 
writes on "The Challenge of the Rural University in India", pointing out the 
predominantly rural character of the Indian Church and the possible S.C.M, work 
in "rural reconstruction" through such means as "rural service qads," Mihio 
Sumiya, Professor of Esonomics at the university of Tokyo, in "Christianity and 
Social Science in Japan" indicates the prefound revolution of Japanese life since 
the beginning of this century md the attempt of Japanese Christians to adapt 
the study of social science to the peculiar situation of their country. Samuel 
Mathai discusses "Christian Witnes in Non-Christian Colleges", particularly in 
reference to India, while Kyaw Than, W.S.C.F. Secretary from Burma, deals with 
this question in state universities. 


Professor Hendrik Kraemer, Director of the Ecumenical Institute of the 
World Council of Churches, in "University Education and Religious Syncretism in 
Asia" analyses "The Radakrishnan Report" on Indian Universities (1945) and makes 
a Christian critique of its essentially syncretistic character, The issue also 
includes a study outline on "Theology and Politics" and "Chronicles" on "An 
Emergency University in Indonesia" by A.L.Fransz and a report on the seminar 


at the Church-related College at Toronto, 1950. E.P.S. Geneva 
TURKEY A new Armenian Patriarch 


Archbishop Karekin Haschadurian of Buenos Aires, Argentina, has been 
elected Patriarch of the Armenian Orthodox Church in Turkey. His predecessor, 
Patriarch Mesrob Naroyan, died in 1944, Since then the Armenian Church in 
Turkey has been led by Archbishop George Aslanian as Locum Tenens. There are 
120,0CO members of the parishes of this Church and half of them are residents 
of Istanbul, E.P.S. Geneva 
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CHINA Hopeful and dangerous Aspects of Church Life 


The following answers to questions sent by the Church of Christ in China 
to missi onaries in China cooperating with that Church throw light on the hope- 
ful and dangerous aspects of Church life in China to-day. 


One of the questions was: What is the greatest encouragement in the 
work of the Church now? 


Here are some of the answers; 


Evangelical United Brethren: Attendance at worship services by the 
rank and file of church membership is keeping up well, although attendance by 
students and teachers has decreased, Increase of interest on the part of 
church members, greater participation in church activities, and better coopera- 
tion in the raising of finances. 


West China Mission, United Church of Canada, The greatest encouragement 


here is that the work is still going on. Most if not all Christians are stand- 
ing true. Also, there is a large measure of freedom in church work. 


Church of Scotland Mission. The greatest encouragement springs from 
the real desire for indepedence which is now apparent. 


Swedish Missionary Society. A number of young people are very active and 
brave in their witnessing for Christ. Revival meetings are being held with 
large attendance. 


Baptist Missionary Society. The survival of rural Churches in many 


ee eae ere nies ee 


places under lay leadership. 


Presbyterian Church in U.S.A. It is encouraging to see church congrega- 


tions growing, evan. elistic meetings crowded, numbers of young people in city 
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and country gathering in groups for prayer or Christian fellowship and the 
numbers in Bible Schools increasing. : 


Another question was: What is your greatest concern regarding the Church 
in China? 


Here are some of the answers: 


American Board Mission (Congregational): My greatest concern is a concern 
for unity. May it be that lessening missionary influence and control will re- 
sult in weakened denominational barriers and firther progress toward a united 
Chinese Church. 


Evangelical United Brethren Church: For the leadership of the Church, 
especially on the national level, that it maintain its firm stand on the basic 
Christian convictions; that it not compromise and put tle VUhurch in a weak and 
unfavourable position regarding its life and function; and tlat it keep para- 
mount the Lordship of Christ and the indwelling Spirit. 


Church of Scotland Mission: My greatest concern regarding the Church in 
China at this time is lest she may lose ha soul bit by bit, not from the bottom 
upwards but from the top downwards. 


West China Mission, United Church of Canadasz iy greatest concern is two 
fold: on the one hand lest some Churches and Christians fail to see and met 
the living challenge of the New China and go on living as before; on the other 
‘hand lest some Church and Christians will compromise where compromise is fatal, 
and allow themselves to be merged into something that is no longer a Church. In 
other words I am concerned lest the Church lose its own challenge and fail to 
confront people still with the claims of the living Christ in word and act. 


Swedish Missionary Society' Lest the Church through its leaders may 
try to compromise in order to gain some favours from the government. 


Baptist Missionary Society: The danger of short-sightedness and expediency.e 
EeP.S. Geneva 


60,000 DP's resettled by the World Council of Churches 


(Geneva) :— The World Council of Churches is now in the process of complet~- 
ing preparations for the transport to the United States and other countries of 
all those Protestant and Eastern Orthodox Displaced Persons, who wish to emi- 
grate, are acceptable to selectors for: resettlemmt there and who meet.security 
and health requirements for that purpose. 


This was reported in Geneva on January 11 by Dr. Edgar 4H.S. Chandler, 
Director of field operations for the Service to Refugees of the World Council 
of Churches, He announced that as of January 1, 1951, all "blanket assurances" 
supplied for DP's by U.S. Churches have been filled, covring an estimated 
30,0CO individual homeless refugees, 
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Pointing out that each individual displaced person aided had been spon- 
sored by a Church, Dr. Chandler disclosed that 25,755 DP's had reached America 
by the end of 1950. He predicted that another 25,000 of the DP's now being in 
consideration actually would reach the U.S.A... (About 5,000 personas will be 
unable to emigrate because of restrictions imposed by immigration laws). 


Dr. Chandler said he expected the last U.S. visa for this group to be 
issued in June, adding that the last DP's qualifying for emigration would pro- 
bably reach the U.S. by September. He revealed that 11 vessels carrying nearly 
§,000 Protestant and Orthodox DP!s would leave Europe for America during the 
present month (January) o 


Describing refugee servise field operations as “in a period of transi-- 
tion from preoccupation with U.S. resettlement," because of the June 30, 1951, 
deadline for entry of DP's into the United States, Dr. Uhandler announced that 
prospects for non-U.S. resettlement are "extreme-y bright", 


He reported that about 5,000 other DP's are now being assisted by the 
W.C.C. in emigrating to other countries, primarily to Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand and South America, He said the W.C.C. now has full-time workers 
operating in Canada and Australia, and indicated that his European staff was 
presently engaged in preparing individual case records to enable up to 800 DP 
families to migrate to Canada. 


This latter action, Dr. Chandler revealed, is made possible by a recent 
decision of the Canadian Council of Churches to organise resettlement of DP's 
within the immigration programme of the Canadian Government. He said that the 
International Refugee Organisation, United Nations specialised agency, had made 
a grant of $4,0CO to the Canadian Council of Churches to aid in this resettlement 
plano 


. Citing the importance of the World Council of Churches! contribution to 
the total refugee problem in Europe, Dr. Chandler declared that the 69,000 DP's 
who will have been helped to resettle in the U.S.A. and other countries 
represent "the heart of the social economic and religious problems" in Germany 
and Austria, E.P.S. Geneva 


i OE and Order Commission Secretary's 


Cm ae ee 


In the course of his three months tovr as Secretary of the Faith and 
Order Commission of the World Council of Churches (see EPS No. 38), the Reve 
Oliver Tomkins has visited Ceylon, South and North India and Pakistan, in 
order to discuss with the Churches there co-operation in the Third World Con- 
ference on Faith and Order planned to be held at Lund, Sweden, in 1952. At 
Colombo he met leaders of the Sinhalese Churches and the Negotiating Committee 
of "The Scheme of Church Union in Ceylon". The Rev. D.T. tiles accompanied 
him on a visit to the Jaffna Ashram, 


Mr. Tomkins talked with Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, first Bishop of the 
Madura diocese of the Church of South India, md met at Travancore both the 
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"Patriarchat Party" and the "Catholicate Party" of the Syrian Jacobite Church. 
He joined in confermce 60 clergy of the Mar Thoma Church and has thus visited 
the Malayam-speaking diocese of the Church of Youth India, Travelling north 

he had discussions at Calcutta with Bishop Arabinda Nath l.ukerjee, Metropolitan 
of the Church of Burma, India and Ceylon (the continuing Anglican Church com- 
prising 11 dioceses), and addressed a gatha ing of theological students under 
the chairmanship of Professor Vinjamuri Everett Devadutt,. At Allahabad he sat 
as a visitor with the North India "Round Table Conference" Continuation Committee 
and at Delhi he met Dr. Pickett, Senior Bishop of the idethodist Episcopal 
Church of South India. With’ Bishop Lash of Bombay he had an avdience with the 
Governor of Bpmbay, His Excellency Rajah Mahara Singh, who is a keen churchmane 
At Lahore he attemded as a visitor the first meeting of the new Vest Pakistan 
Church Committee on Church Union, appointed by the recently formed West Pakistan 
Christian Council. 


On his homeward way lir. Tomkins visited Egypt where he met Bishop 
Geoffrey Allen and the Coptic Patriarch Yousab II at Cairo, the Greek Orthodox 
Patriarch Christopheros and Archimandrite Parthenios at Alexandria, had talks 
with three pastors of the Evanzelical Synod of the Nile (now an independent 
Church of American Presbyterian origin), discussed various topics with members 
of the Ecumenical Youth Commission, who represent a variety of Church back- 
grounds » E.P.S. Geneva 


World Council of Churches Executive Committee to meet near Paris 


The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches is to hold the 
first of its reguiar bi-acmal meetings this year at Biévres, near Paris, from 
January 30 to February 1. Im addition to dealing with current business of the 
organisation of the wrk of the World Council, the Committee will also prepare 
the ground for deliberations and policy decisions of the Central Committee, 
which is to meet from August 4 - 11 near Geneva, Naturally the task of the 
Churches in the present tense international situation will be a matter of dis-— 
cussion by the Executive Committee. Representatives of member Churches from 
Britain, France, Germany, Greece, India, Norway, Switzerland and the United 
States are likely to attend that meeting this month, E.P.S. Geneva 


Inter -Church Aid Consultation Plans 
Scholarship Programme for 1951-1952 


The first consultation convened since the end of the second world war 
by the Inter-Church Aid Department of the World Council of Churches to review 
the exchanges of theological students between different countries carried out 
during that period has been held at Geneva. 


It was decided to arrange places of study in universities of 12 countries 
on both sides of the Atlantic far some 125 students for the next academic year 
1951-52. After the consultation a number of the participants left far Germany 
to interview about 150 prospective candidates there for some of the places of 
study in universities in other countries, 
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At the consultation a discussion on whether such a continuing process 
has still significance today was introduced by Dr. W.A. Visser 't hooft, General 
Secretary of the World Council of Churches, and by Dr; Robert C. ilackie, Di- 
rector of tle Department of Inter--Church Aid and Service to Refugees. The ans- 
wer given was strongly in the affirmative. 


"The places arranged for students under this scheme", it was pointed 
out, "are designed to strengthen the life of the Churches through the widening 
of ther ecumenical horizon; mamely, by personal encounter with theological 
traditions other than their own and with members cf other Churches. For some 
groups of students such exchanges provide the only means of securing a theol- 
Ogical training, or of undertaking certain types of study." 


"What is important is that tle student should be rooted in the life of 
his Church, and possess that combination of. academic ability and personal 
character which will enable him to enter fully into the opportunities provided 
for him,and to bring back into his om Church the results of experience abroad." 


During the current academic year 1950-51, colleges in 18 countries, in- 
cluding Britain, France, Greece, Germany, Sweden, Switzerland, Canada and 
the U.S.A. found places for 123 students, Since the end of the war places 
have been found for more than 700 students of different countries under this 


scheme. E.P.S. Geneva 
NORWAY Bishop Smemo elected Primate 


of Church of Norway 


(Oslo) :- Bistop Johannes Smemc, of the diocese of Agde- in southan 
Norway, has been elected Bishop of Oslo and Primate of the Church of Norway, 
in succession to Dr. Kivind Berggrav, who decided in October 1950 to resign. 
His resignation took effect from the lst January, 1951. 


Born at Roros, Nerway, in 1898, the son of a railway worker, Jchannes 
Sme.io was ordained in 1925, He served as a pastor in the parish of Sorfron 
until 1934 when he was appointed Rector of the Seminary of Practical Theology 
at the faculty at Oslo. During the second wrld war, when the Germans occupied 
Norway, he took part in the Norwegian Church resistance and was sent to a Nazi 
concentration camp, There he devoted himself to the spiritual needs of his 
fellow prisoners. In 1946 he was consecrated Bishop of Agdae', His book, "Is 
the time for the Sermon past"? atbracted widespread attention. 


Bishop. Smemo is a member of the Executive Committee of the Lutheran 


World Federation, E.P.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Record Circulation of Scriptures 


The number of copies of the Scriptures circulated by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society in t's year 1950 reachec an wprecedented figure. It 
was a ta&al of 3,239,400 volumes, as against 2,857,938 in 1949, and 1,749,601 
in 1948, 
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There is not a single country within its constituency from vhich the 
Society does not receive incessant reqmests for more Scriptures. With costs 
of production rising continuously (£2.10.0 is needed today to bring the same 
result as the expenditure of £1 in pre-war years), the Society reports it is 
hard pressed to meet the ever more urgent demands made upon it- E.P.S. Geneva 


Church Women's Prayer Observance 


Church women of 92 nations will pray for lasting peace and a strengthen- 
ing of the bonds of Christian unity on February 9 in observance of the 64th 
annual World Day of Prayer (see EPS No. 1). 


Theme of the 1951 observance, chosen by German church women whe cooper ated 
in planning the world-wide programme, is:"Perfect love casteth out fear" (1 John 
4:18). 


Commending the choice «f theme, Mrs. Welthy Honsinger Fisher of New 
York, vhairman of the World Day of Prayer Committee, said: ‘Now when the peoples 
of the world are fearful of each other and ther very suspicion carries seeds 
of the violence they fear, it is time to remind themsof One Who said that love 


brings courage and peace." u.P.5. Geneva 
SWITZERLA; D Death of Prince lax of Saxony 


The death is announced at the age of 81, on January 12 of this year, 
of Prince Max, brother of the last King of Saxony, who held the degrees of 
Doctor of Divinity, Doctor of Laws and Doctor of Philosophy, and was a pro- 
fessor at the University of Fribourg, Switzerland, He lectured in French, 
German and Latin, and made a name for himself as an advocate of peace (as 
Father Max von Sachsen he was well-known as a radical pacifist) and an expert 
on the Eastern Church ( he had a wide knowledge of Orimtal languages), 


In 1909 he published his "Reflections on the Question of a Union among 
the Christian Churches." According to the recent memoirs of Dr. Ludwig von 
Pastor, author of a History of the Popes, Pope Pius X expressed the view that 
this work was "full of heresies from top to bottom", Prince Max 
immeciately submitted. This marked the end of his wrk with the theological 
faculty; he was later given a Chair in the faculty of philosophy at the same 
‘University. His death represents the loss of a notable personality who left 
his mark in the fields of inter-State and inter-Church understanding, E.P.S.Gmeva 


GERIANY | French Services organis— 
ed in German Parish 


The Frankfurt-on-Main Reformed community, which kas a long French tra- 
dition, has been expressing the desire, at. the request of many of its members, 
to link up again with an old tradition, and after an interim of eleven years 
the custom has now been reintroduced, dating from December 10, 1950, of holding 
a service in French in this church, 
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The %i=«t-service was organised by Pastor Schweigart and celebrated by 
Chaplain Ungerer, of the Superintendency of the French Protestant Chaplaincy 
in Baden-Baden, and was attended by a group of some 70 people, as well as by 
several Protestant members of the Allied bodies in Frm kfurt, md by a dele- 
gation from the Huguenot community of Friedrichsdorf, in the Taunus area. 


The service is to be held monthly, mostiy by pastors of the Reformed 


Church of Frances E.P.S. Geneva 
GERMANY New Church Constitution in Saxony 


The Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Established Church in Saxony has 
concluded its deliberations concerning a revision of the ecclesiastical con- 
stitution. The impetus towards this chmge was provided by the progress of re- 
thinking which took place during the Church struggle. as regards the essential 
nature of the Church. 


The deliberations were characterised by the recognition that all church 
order must, in the words of Prof. Karl Barth, be so constituted as to "offer the 
least conceivable resistance to the renewal of the congregation through their 
Lxving Lord, Christ." 


In anouncing the new constitution to the parishes, the Synod decided 
on a special message based cn St. Paul's words from the Epistle to the 
Colossians, "Joying and beholding your order, and the steadfastness of your 
faith in Christ." The Church should not lack a satisfactory order, and the 
task of altering the old constitution in accordance with the needs of the Church 
of today in the fulfilmmt of its service had, the message stated, been mastered, 
after years of labour. "In its work, the Synod enjoyed the active co-operation 
of the Church and its members, who out of their experiences in the years behind 
us, in the darkness of time, gave us their contributions to this process of re- 
thinking, andthezeby sought to help awaken the congregations to vigorous lifes" 

E.P.S. Geneva 


UMITED STATES Coloured Pastor and White Congregation 


A coloured pastor has started his pastoral work for the Congre, ational 
Church at Staffordville, Connecticut, where there is an entirely white congre- 
gation, At the inauguration service atsended by the members of the parish and 
the local authorities, the pastor stressed that "all America is interested in an 
improvement of race relationships" and "has a great opportunity to provide an 
example for the world." Seventy-five out of the 1,000 inhabitants of Stafford- 
ville belong to the congregation of this Church, 3.P.9. Geneva 
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European Issues 


The Ecumenical Commission on European Cooperation has published a 
statement on 'European Issues" which surveys the political situation of Europe 
today and points to the need for greater cccpeisation among the peoples of 
Western Europe as a means to solve the military, economic and political prob- 
lems which confront them. 


The Commission finds that the "Question of European cooperation is 
not merely a tactical political problem but at the same time a moral and 
spiritual issue of decisive importance." 


"If it is true — and we believe it to be true — that no responsible 
society can be built in European nations unless the area of cooperation is 
greatly enlarged, then the Churches must take this question very seriously." 


The Commission is an independent ecumenical group of Christian laymen 
drawn from various European countries and from different fields of social and 
political life to consider the specific responsibility of Christians with re- 
gard to the problems of European cooperation, 


The report was drawn up at a meeting of the Commission on January 13 
and 14, attended by the following members: M, André Philip (France), Chairman, 
Dr. C.L. Patijn (Holland), Vice-chairman, Mr. Kenneth G. Grubb (Britain), 
Professor Mario Rolie: {"baly)}, Dr. Max Kohmstamm (Holland), Dr. Gustav Heine~ 
mann (Germany), Herr Ernst Lemmer (Germany), Dr. Martin Wight (Great Brit ain), 
lir, Pierre Mahiiton (Betgiw}; The following members, though not present, also 
wish to recommend the document for serious consideration and further study: 
lie Denis de Rougemont (Switzerland), Professor René Courtin (France), lir. 
Eric Fletcher (Great Britain), li. Jean Rey (Belgium), Herr Christian S» Ofte- 
dal (Norway), Herr Erling Wikborg (Norway), Herr Ole Bjorn Kraft (Denmark), 
Prof, Ingvar Svennilsson (Sweden) » 
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In its review of the present situation the Commission finds that in 
recent months "the pace of history has changed", The increasing political ten- 
sion between the Western powers and the Soviet Union and the resulting need 
for rearmamat demands of the countries of Western Europe, "a complete reorien- 
tation of the policy...i they have been following for the last five years", 
This policy was aimed at achieving economic and political recovery in Europe 
and through long-term planning for economic cooperation and political unifica- 
tion to strengthen the political and economic position of Europe between East 
and West. 


Not many countries are ready to accept the radical change in political 
attitudes and policies which the present political situation remires,. More-~ 
over the situation places many European countries in a grave dilemma "as they 
have at the same time to maintain their economic and social equilibrium and 
to build up military defence." 


In France and Italy, "while governments are prepared to expedite re- 
armament and to give priority to the military effort, public opinion in these 
countries is anxiously wondering whether this will not mean lowering the stand- 
ard of living. There is indeed a danger that such a lowering cannot be avoided, 
and this will play into the hands of the political extremists". 


The Commission believes that unified Europe does not exist and may 
not exist for a long time; nevertheless only through more. cooperation can the 
issues before the people of Europe be solved. It cites three reasons for 
holding this view: ; 


1. “Many people on the European continent have lost confidence in the national 
states. The creation of a European political community would hold out ° 
new hope to them," 


2. "Only an economically integrated Europe will be strong enough to deal with 
the economic problems of our time... all attempts to protect man against 
economic insecurity are doomed to failure in the Buropean states which 
have become too small to achieve a responsible society in the economic 
field er 


3. "Je need a united Europe for reasons of defence..., Any serious effort at 
European defence can only be a joint one." 


Will the integration of Europe have to include all European nations? 
The Commission holds that "The decision will depend on whetler a country, in 
refusing to participate, seriously weakens the common effort.... in making its 
decision a country ought always to be aware of its responsibility toward it- 
self, its neighbours and the community of nations". 


In the present situation of Europe, the Churches "can exert a creative 
influence and help governments and peoples to face facts, to accept sacrifices 
and to seek the common weal, instead of selfish and local interests. They can 
help to build that indispensable foundation of common conviction concerning the 
place of man in society without which European cooperation can have no permanest 
and stable basis. So far the European Churches hav done very little to dis- 
charge this responsibility". 
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The Commission believes that there is need for “fresh ecumenical con- 
versation about the issues on which we do not see eye to eye", In crder to help 
Christians to begin tc ask critical questions of each other and thus to help 
them "distinguish between what is fimdamentalily Christian and what is thoughless~ 
ly secular in theiy attitudes", the Commission has included in its statement a 
series of questions addrsssed to the varicus countries of Europe and also to tle 
a she 


In addition to the questicns addressed to Great britain, Irance, 
Germany, =<saly and othe countries there are a group of questions directed to 
the European Churches from which we quote as follcws: 


"Have the European Churches taken to heart the great lessons of the 
war years, and especiaily the lesson that a Church which fearlessly proclaims the 
Will of God in all realms of life receives the powerful help of the Holy Spirit?" 


‘Have the European Churches understood that 'judgment becins at the 
house of God' and that this means today that the Churches are judged for their 
lack of active evangelistic and practical concern for the masses in their spiritual 
and social need?" 


"Have Christians in other countries taken into consideration the con- 
viction of many Christians in Germany thatthe judgment of God upon Germany in 
1945 implies that Germany should not take up arms as long as re-armament may mean 
the return of the national-socialist or militaristic spirit?" 


"Do the Churches of ‘Yestern Europe realise that in their concern for 
European unity they may forget their responsibility to and for the Chirches in 
Eastern Europe and that those in the West should therefore make a special effert 
to maintain and intensify all possible spiritual relationships with those in 
the East?" 


"Do the Huropean Churches accept their special responsibility for the 
creation of a common ethos, that is common convictions concerning the destiny of 
man and his relation to society, without which European cooperation and unity 
has no stable foundation?" E.P.S. Geneva 


Dr. Kraemer's Journey 


(Geneva):—- Dr. Hendrik Kraemer, Director of the Ucumenical Institute, 
has left for a journey throvgh Asias Dr. Kraemer hopes to visit Pakistan, South 
India, Ceylon, North India, Burma, Siam and Indonesia, and will return to Geneva 
in the beginning of June. 


During the East Asia Conference at Bangkok (see EPS No,2,1950) Asian 
church leaders had urged that Dr. Kraemer visits their Churches to help them in 
an approach to the laity such as has been made by the Ecumenical Institute. At 
the same time Dx. Kraemer as a vice-chairman of the International liissionary 
Council will conduct a series of meetings concerning the attitude of the Churches 
toward the syncretistic tendencies of our time, E.P.S. Geneva 


een 
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ETHIOPIA Church Autonomy 


For the first time in history, an Ethiopian has been elected supreme 
head of the Ethiopian Coptic Church, He is Bishop Basilios, 


According to an agreement concluded two years ago (see EPS No. 10,1949) 
the Ethiopian Church obtained the right to be plhced under the jurisdiction of an 
Ethiopian and more under an Egyptian "Abuna". The agreement stipulated that 
Archbishop Cyril, the Egyptian head of the Ethiopian Church would retain the 
nominal title of Archbishop of the Ethiopian Church until his death but would 
remain in Alexandria, The Ethiopian Church was meanwhile placed under the ad~ 
ministration of Bishop Basilios, 


Archbishop Cyril having died recmtly in Cairo, Archbishop Basilios now 
assumes complete control in his own right. Archbishop Basilios is 59 years old. 
He will leave Addis Ababa for Cairo to be consecrated in his new office by 


Patriarch Amba Youssab>, Ber sos Geneva 
CHILE Religious Education and the State 


Protestant organisations in Santiago are opposed to the religious edu- 
cation bill is being considered in Chile. 


In a message to the national Chamber of Deputies, the organisation said 
that a religious education bill, already passed by the Senate, "violates the 
principles of the Constitution, creates an annoying privilege for a single faith, 
and serves to promote religious conflict at a time when, above all differences 
of party or religion, the unity of all men is called for, 


"State education", the message said, "should be lay, leaving religious 
education to the home and the Church." 


The Chilean Constitution, "besides guaranteeing equal rights and respect 
of conscience ot all the country's inhabitants, separates the Church and the State." 


Sponsors of the message said their organisations included more than 
300,0°0 adults of Chilean nationality, "without counting foreigners and child ren." 
E.P.S. Geneva 


The Society of Friends and the World Council of Churches 


The Society of Friends (Quakers) has fixed its next world conference 
for 1952: the themes to be discussed there are being worked over, and are already 
in the revised version stage. As regards the position of the society in relation 
to other religious bodies and to the World Council of Churches, the following 
questions have been raised: 


"What is the place of the Society in the wider Christian Church and in 
the developing ecumenical movement? Should the answer be different in different 
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countries? Have Friends any constructive comments to offer on the reports of 
the Amsterdam Conference, including the problem of the basis of the World Council 
of Churches; or on the work of the Commission on Faith and Order? Should 
Friends offer any contribution to the second World Assembly cf Churches ‘to be 
held in 2.953?" 


(Members of the World Council of Churches are: Yearly Meeting of the 
Society of Friends, Canada; ¥ive Years Meeting of Friends; Genawal. Conference 
of the Society of Friends: Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends of 
Philadelphia and Vicinity -- all U.S Ac) E.P.S. Gemeva 


Salmon for the Church 


The expenses involved in missionary work can he met in varying ways. 
Thus the Yakima Indian Christian Mission of horth America, which is undertaking 
evangelism among Indians, is paying part of its expenses by the sale of fish 
provided by its Indian fisha men, 


In contrast to the fishing rights in force elsewhere, Indian fisher- 
men may fish as much as they please in the Columbia River. Since last suwnmer 
the Indians with their families have been living all together in a camp in Celilo 
Falls, Teachers from the Yakima Mission provide fe the schooling cf their 
children. As many parents cannot raise the money fcr regular fees, it was 
arranged by the leaders of the Mission that they should be allowed to pay in 
fish. During 1950 300 1b. salmon in all were accepted by the Itission, in lieu 
of payment. The fish were forthwith sent to various churches in the U.SA<, 
and these then held "salmoi dinners" in their parishes, whose proceeds are being 
returned to the Yakima Mission. This enables the Mission to carry cn its educa- 


tion programme. b.P.S. Geneva 
EGYPT Will Christian Broadcasts be Allowed? 


For some time the various Church “odies in Egypt have been secking 
representation on the State radio network, although so far they have been rigidly 
forbidden to broadcast religious services and so forth. Consequently, when, for 
the first time in history, the Roman Catholic matins were broadcast on Christmas 
Eve from the Jesuit College of St. Mark in Alexandria, this constituted a preced- 
ent which is now being discuss<d in the daily Press. mohammed Tab'ea, one of the 
leading iiohammedan journalists, gives tis views as follows: 


"The fact that Islam is the State religion in Egypt is no reason to 
ban Christian programnes over the radio. Oa Christian holidays, the Sheikh of 
Islam and the head of the Government pay a visit to the Coptic Patriarch to 
congratulate him and participate in Christian celebvations. Why should'nt the 
broadcasting stations participate? 


"Our radio station is neither a mosque nor a tioslen religions founda- 
tion, It belongs to the State. And the State does not belong to the iioslens 
alone, but to the Christian Egyptians and Egyptianiscd Christians as well. 
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"The taxes which keep our radio station going are not collected from 
Mioslems alone, but from all Egyptians, Christians are represented in every 
Cabinet and their presence is recognised in our national life. Why should the 
radio station continue to ignore this 'presence' in its programmes?"E.P.S-<Geneva 


GER] ANY Statement by the Berlin Laymen's Gathering 


"It is an intokerable state of affairs, and dangerous to the peace of 
the world, that two Governments should exist in one Germany," runs a statement 
accepted by the Principal Committee of the Laymen's Gathering in the province of 
Berlin-—Brandenburg, 


The Evangelischer Pressedienst of Bethel {No: 15) reports the Committee 
as expressing its satisfaction at the suggestion adopted by the Council of the 
Evangelical Church that "Bishop Dibelius should invite those in responsible 
political positions in the East and the West to meet in his house." It is pointed 
out that it is part of the Church's duty as guardian of her people to exhort the 
German nation and its representatives to maintain brotherly relations with one 
another. "We most deeply regret that this readiness to help on the part of the 
Church has not yet been made use of, and urge all Christians to do yet more to 


help in order that all Germans may meet together." E.P.S. Geneva 
GERIANY Dr. Niemdller on his Talk with Nuschke 


His conversation with the Deputy President of the German Democratic 
Republic, Herr Nuschke, had given him the impression of a great willingness to 
negotiate and to reach an understanding, stated Kirchenprdsident Niemdller in an 
interview with a correspondent from the Evangelischer Pressedienst of Bethel- 
Bielefeld, on his return from the meetings held in Berlin by the Council of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany and the Fraternal Council of the Confessing Church, 


| He had been invited, Dr. Niemdller said, to meet Herr Nuschke at the 

house of a well-known Protestant churchman in Berlin. Among the subjects dis- 
cussed was that of what contribution, if any, could be made within Germany to- 
wards the reunion of the tvo halves of Germany as a whole, 


Dr. Niemdller mentioned in this connection the vigorous agreement he 
had found, during the Berlin meeting, among the East German church delegates 
also. The general political outlock expressed at the meeting had shown a noticeab- 
ly stronger measure of agreement among the members of the Council. Asked about 
the situation created by the letter sent by the Fraternal Council of the Confess- 
ing Church for the province of Wirttemberg, Dr. Niemdller answered that he had 
been re-elected to his office as Chairman of the National Fraternal Council by 
the Extraordinary Session held in Spandau and attended by practically all its 


memberse E.P.S. Geneva 
Ubuhek. Lively Interest in Church Natters 


among Gerxan Specialists in Russia 


Bishop Dibelius, Li adie in a parish in the suburbs of Berlin, 
recently gave an account, based on fresh details received, of the vigorous church 
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life among German specialised workers living in the Soviet Union. They are 
scientists taken shortly after the capitulation, along with their families, to 
Russia, to continue their research work there, Though it was not known where 
the German families were living and no pastor was available, they held their 
own services and gave Christian baptism to new-born children. The certificate 
of baptism would be drawn up by the officiating ta yman and countersigned by 
two other witnesses, E.P.S5. Geneva 


Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 


The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (January 18-25), observed 
every year between those dates, has seen a considerable number of demonstrations. 


In Geneva, an ecumenical service was held in the Old Catholic church 
of Saint-Germain, at which representatives of the Old Catholic, Orthodox, Re- 
formed and Anglican Churches took part. Dr. WA. Visser 't Hooft, General 
Secretary of the Yiorld Youncil of Churches, and Bishop Stephen Neill, Associate 
General Secretary, read the Gospel and said tle prayers. 


In Paris, an ecumenical service was held on Sunday, January 21, in 
the Pro-Cathedral of the American Episcopal Church. The French paper’"Le Monde" 
has published three articles on the question of Christian unity, by li, Jean 
Guitton (Catholic), Pastor J.L. Leuba, of Basle (Reformed), and Canon Henry 
Brandreth (Anglican). 


Mention should also be made of the Grandchamp community, in Switzer-— 
land, which organised a retreat from January 18 to 25, attended by Pastor von 
AlJmen and Pastor Leuba (Reformed), Pastor Sourp (Lutheran), Prof. lienoud 
(Reformed), Prof. Zander (Orthodox), and Fr. Shearburn, of the Anglican Community 
of liirfield, England. 


Many lectures were arranged by the group led by Abbé Paul Couturier, 
in Lyons, and by Fr. Villain, who have been devoting themselves for years to 


the cause of Christian unity. E.P.S, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Russian Church Appointments 


Metropolitan Leonty, newly-elected Primate of the Russian Orthodox 
Church of North America (see EPS No, 47), has assumed the post of Archbishop 
of New York. Prior to his ele ction as Primate he was Bishop of Chicago and 
lLinneapolis. 


Several other appointments were announced for the Church. Thus Bishop 
John Shahovskey of Brooklyn was appointed to the San Francisco diocese, replac- 
ing the late Metropolitan Theophilus, former head of the Church. Bishop John 
Zlobin was appointed Bishop of Sitka and All Alaska, and Archimandrite Adronik 
named as Administrator of Canada, with headquarters in Winnipeg, Iianitoba, 
Another appointment is expected to be nade shortly when Bishop Benjamin of 
Tokyo, Japan, returns to the U.S; to take up a new post, E.P.S. Geneva 


at 
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Death of Archbishop Germanos 


We deeply regret to anncunce the death, aged 38, in a London hospital 
of His Grace Archbishop Strenopoulos Germanos, Greek Orthodox lietropolitan of 
Thyateira and Exarch of Western and Central Europe of the Oecumenical Patriarch- 
ate of Constantinople. He had been ill for some time. An old friend and 
pioneer of the ecumenical movement, he attended the preliminary conference on 
Faith and Order (in Greek) in 1921, and, as associated vice-chairman, the 
First World Conference of Faith and Order at Lausanne in 1927, and the second 
conference at Edinburgh in 1937. He had been a president of the World Council 
of Churches since its inauguration at the Amsterdam Assembly of 1948. 


Born in Silivria, Eastern Thrace, in September 1872, he was educated 
at the Theological College at Halki, Constantinople, of which he was Principal 
and professor from 1904 ~ 1922, He also studied at Leipzig University in 
Germany, where he took the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in 1903, He was 
elected in 1922 Archbishop of Thyateira with his See in London and Representat— 
ive of the Oecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople to His Grace the Archbishop 
of Canterbury. He was the first recipient of the Lambeth Cross, Doctorates 
of divinity were conferred on him by the General Theological Seminary, New 
York, and by the wiversities of Athens and Oxford. 


In February 1950, he presented the views of the Patriarchate of 
Jerusalem to the Trusteeship Council of United Nations at Geneva and emphasized 
the great importance attached by that patriarchate "to the custodianship of 
the Holy Places and to their being made accessible for worship to all Christ-—- 
ians, irrespective of race or religious persuasion." In June 1950, he presided 
Over the conference of Darmstadt of representatives of Orthodox Churches in 
Germany convened at their request by the Department of Inter-—Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches. 


Germanos was the author of "Hippolyt's Philosophische Anschauungen" 
(The Philosophical Views of Hippolyt1s), and of books in Greek on "The Preli- 
minary Conference on Faith and Order", on "The Revision of the Anglican Prayer- 
book" and on "The Oxford Movement" . sede Geneva 
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CHINA Exodus of Foreign i.issionaries 


According to a survey made by the Division of Foreign liissions of the 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., only a skeleton force of 
American Protestant missionaries will remain in Communist-dominated China with- 
in a few months. 


Dr. Rowland M., Cross, Far Eastern secretary of the Division, said that 
of the approximately 500 American Protestants now working under the liao Tze-tung 
régime, the majority are reported to have applied for exit visas. 

. A large-scale exodus of Protestant missionaries has been in progress 
for the past several months. (Two years ago, when the Chinese mainland was still 
partly held by the Nationalist govern ent, there were more than 2000 American 
Protestant missionaries in China). 


The missionaries are withdrawing partly because of restrictive Commun- 
ist measures (freeze of American funds, government's taking custody of American 
property, etc.), But a more important reason has been the counsel of Chinese 
Christians that the withdrawal of missionaries would be a wise move. 


Native Christians assert that the presence of foreign missionaries, 
especially Americans, “might lead to undesirable consequences", Dr. Cross 
stressed, however, that this view was due to "fear of anti--foreign feeling get-— 
ing of hand, and not because they consider missionaries detrimental to the 
Church." 


The withdrawal of missionaries does not mean the end of Protestant work 
in China. Dr. Cross said that "on the contrary, the Chinese Christian Church 
shows remarkable signs cf vigour and in some places its membership is cn the 
increase." 


Spokesmen for several Protestant hoards said that their agencies would 
continue to make funds available to si: ppert the work of the Chinese Church. 
E.P.S. Geneva 
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UNITID STATES Statement on the International Situation 


The General Board of the newly formed National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the U.S.A., assembled in New York on January 17, 1951, has adopted 
a statement on the International Situatioa, After asking the Churches to be 
steadfast in prayer that "the conditions of peace with justice may be estab- 
lished and a general war may be averted", the message goes on: 


"We reject the view that a third wrld war is inevitable. To believe 
that nations are being driven into war by some blind destiny beyond their power 
to resist, is fatalism. Let those who have taken upon themselves the name of 
Christ, resist such counsel of despair.... 


"We express the following views: 


"TJ. We believe the United States should seek to strengthen the ties 
by which the freedom loving peoples in all the nations are bound together, All 
nations are members of one human fanily under God, This truth will be ignored 
only at the gravest peril to ourselves and others. 


"II. We believe in the United Nations. 


"TTI. We believe the United States should negotiate without appease- 
ment with other governments both within and without the United Nations, in an 
effort to reach agreements that will secure peace with justice. 


"TV. We believe the United States, preferably through the United 
Nations, should implement with all possible despatch, a programme of assistance 
to the underprivileged peoples of the world. 


"A just and durable peace cannot be fully achieved except as people 
everywhere become responsive to those moral and spiritual imperatives which 
are of the essence of our faith in Christ. To carry forward with increasing 
zeal the world mission of the Church is to hasten the day when our own and 
succeeding generations may be delivered from the scourge of war. 


"It is our fervent prayer that the President of the United States, 
his advisors, the members of the Consress and our people generally, may have 
recourse to that spiritual power which is of God. It is in the spiritual power 
derived from a relationship to the righteousness and love of God that our 
nation must and will find the strength and the guidance to fulfil its inter- 


. national responsibilities." E.P.5. Geneva 
GRIAT BRITAIN Figures Rising 


The number of priests ordained in the Church of in j;land has, according 
to the official Yearbook of the Church of England, showm an increase for the 
church year 1949-50, The total number of clergy ordained in this period was 
419, as against 362 in 1948-9 and 297, 208 and 158 in the three preceding years, 
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6,000 candidates for the priesthood were registered, of whom 3,000 have already 
been selected for training. The number of confirmation candidates also shows 
an increase of 6,385, with 144,132 as against 137,747 last year. E.P.S.Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 


Demonstrations interrupted tie annual meeting of Anglicans, Roman 
Catholics and Nonconformists in the cause of prayer for Christian unity held 
in the Central Hall, Westminster, London, on January 25. Shouting and booing 
was heard during addresses by the different speakers, but hecklers were firmly 
dealt with by the Bishop of London, Dr. J.W.C. Wand, chairman of the meeting. 
When the Very Rev. John C. Heeman (Roman Catholic) was speaking, demonstrators 
were asked to exercise a little Christian charity and during further inter- 
ruption Dr. Heeman remarked that more good would be done if those who caused | 
the disturbances “said a little prayer for us misguided people", 


"The Church of England Newspaper" (January 26, 1951)reported Dr.Wand as 
saying: © people who declared meetings for unity of the Churches to be useless 
were answered by the fact that there was such a large gathering present. Speak- 
ing of the twentieth century as a time characterised by the movement of 
Christians towards one another, he said “Common knowledge is reducing the fear 
and suspicion which for too long Christians have had of each other. There is 
a tremendous amount of cooperation going on... This does not mcan reunion but 
it does mean a common understanding of each other." 


The Very Rev. J.C. Heeman said that the important reason for such a 
meeting was that Christians might hear from people of different loyalties 
what was their conception of Christian unity. One of the reasons why Catholics 
had showvm reluctance in taking part in joint meetings of this kind was because 
so often there was confusion between unity and reunion. 


Thirty million people today call themselves Christians, but when they 
say - I have no use for institutional religion - and - I have no use for 
Church - then they do not believe in Christ for it was He Who founded the 
Church, 


"We in the Roman Church", continued Dr. Heeman, "are praying that 
more and more men of good will may lay aside their differences and look with 
compassion upon the multitudes and stretch out their hands, because the millions 
are starving for want of the bread of life." 


Dr. Harold Roberts (liethodist) spoke next, and said he was especially 
glad to be associated with Father Heeman, "I believe that God wills the wiity 
of His Church to-night", he said. 


"We must cultivate the ecumenical mind.. We should act upon the degree 
of unity which we have achieved already, and it is a greater degree than we 
sometimes think... The ecumenical man is a man of prayer, and in the realm of 
prayer we have the unity which God is trying to bring us." 


— 
‘Gos 
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The Dean of Chichester (The Very Rev. A.S. Duncan Jones), said he was 
convinced that it was only those features which could be found throughout the 
history of the Church that could bind unity together - the Apostolic Ministry, 
the Apostolic Scriptures and the Apostolic Clergy. 


On January 24, there was also a meeting in Exeter, at which representat- 
ives of the Anglican, Roman Catholic, Orthodox and Nonconformist Churches took 
part. The Bishop of Exeter, who presided over the meeting, said that no 
purpose would be served by delving into history with the intention of merely 
apportioning the blame for the Christian divisions. "Our divisiors originated 
in human sin, and they will be ended only by divine grace and power," 


The other speakers were the Abbot of Downside (Roman Catholic), Dr. 
Rupert Davies (Nonconformist) and Archimandrite Lev Gillet (Orthodox) who said 
that the task before all the communities was to examine the lack of charity 
between separated Christians; a deepening of real personal devotion to our 
Lord; and the creation of a spirit of self-surrender and obedience to His will, 


E.P.S Geneva 
FINLAND The Social Work of the Church 


An indication of growing social responsibility within the Church of 
Finland to-day is demonstrated by the success of "The Common Responsibility" 
collection, which was arranged last year by the Lutheran Church and was carried 
out throughout the country by social workers of the Church. 


The goal was to collect 30 000 000 Finnish marks (about 56 400 Swiss 
Franks). The amount received exceeds the goal by 100 per :ent, with collections 
totalling slightly over 60 0 000 Finnish marks. In conformity with a resolu- 
tion by the Extended Bishops' Assembly, 50 per cent of the collection-results 
of every congregation was added to the relief-funds of the local congregation 
to relieve "living needs". Over 14 O(O 000 Finnish marks were given to the 
Inner i ission Society of the Church of Finland for the reconstruction of its 
Deaconess institution, destroyed during the war. About 1 500 OO Finnish marks 
were used by the Union of the Parish Work of the Church of Finland (Suomen 
Kirkon Seurakuntatytn Keskusliitto) for the care of invalids, prisoners and 
defective people. The remainder was distributed to localities, which suffered 


from failure of crops or widespread unemployment. 


A new collection will be organised during this year. Preparations for 
this are already in full swing. The collection will particularly aid aged per-~ 
sons vho have suffered much because of the economic distress caused by the 
inflation, as well as needy children in northern Finland. 


The actual work of charity is done in congregations; therefore, the 
greatest part of the collection will be given to them. Results will also be 
divided so as to enable welathier dioceses or parishes to aid poorer ones, 

EePeS. Geneva 


NOTR:- The report on "European Issues" of the Ecumenical Commission on Europ 
ean Cooperation, mentioned in EPS Noo 4, 1951, can be obtained in extenso 
from the Secretary of the Commission, 17 route de tialagnou, Genevae 
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"Christian Village Service" Team 


will ll aid Refugees in| Refugees in Greece 


(Geneva) :— An ecumenical Christian team of reconstruction technicians 
has been organised to aid distressed refugees in the rural villages of northwest 


Greece, Known as "Christian Village Service". the team's relief activities will 


represent an ecumenical gesture of Christian love and concern by a group of non- 
Orthodox Churches over the plight of Greek Orthodox refugees who have lost nearly 
every worldly possession because of the devastation of two large-scale wars in 
the past decade, 


The unique service group will be made up of from five to seven workers 
of several denominations and nationalities, and will function wider direction 
of the organising committee, formed in Geneva recently under the auspices of the 
World Council of Churches. 


Churches cooperating in this scheme are the Brethren Service Commission, 
the Church World Service department of the National Council cf the Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.A., the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. and the Church of Sweden 
(Lutheran). In addition, spokesmen for the Lutheran World Federation, Mennonite 
Central Comittee, and Congregational Christian, Disciples of Christ and Protest- 
ant piscopal Churches have expressed "keen interest" in cooperating in the pro— 
ject with funds or personnel, though none ef them has any direct denominational 
concerns in Greece, 


Site chosen for the team's operations, due. to begin this Spring, 
is the Jannina vicinity, an area described by Greek Orthodox Archbishop Spyridion 
as the "most needy" in the country. The C/S team will aid refugees returning 
to deserted villages to r@lant crops and rH wild damaged and destroyed farm 
buildings, shops and dwellings, Through "Christian Village Service" it is also 
planned to distribute agricultural tools and implements, food and clothing to 
refugees, 


Most retarded in recovering from the ravages of World War II and the 
recent Greek civil war, Jannina was also the last area to De liberated from 
the Turks (in 1912). It still retains much Turkish cultural influence, and in 


some villages over half the local population are lioslems. E.P.S. Geneva 
FRANCE | Six Lenten Sermons 


Pastor Mars Boegner, President of tic Protestant Federation of France, 
is this year to give a further series of six Lenten sermons, which will be 
broadcast by the French national radio network, Tasy arc to be preached in the 
Reformed Church of Passy at 5 p-m; oa the six Saturdays Fe>sruary 10, 17, 24 
March 3, 10 and 17, and will deal. with the theis "ihe Prayer of the Church 


Universal", (Sto Matthew 6:9-13). E.P.S. Geneva 


Ais ie - 
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Meeting of the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches 


The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches, meeting at 
La Roche Dieu, Biévres, near Paris, from January 30 to February 1, 195L, had a 
full attendance of all but two of its members, The Committee especially welcomed 
the presence of Metropolitan Panteleimon of the Orthodox Church of Greece, in 
view of the recent decision of the Holy Synod of that Church confirming its full 
participation in the World Council. 


The Committee began with a very warm tribute from the Chairman, the Bishop 
of Chichester, to the work for the ecumenical. movement of the late Archbishop 
Germanos of Thyateira, whose death has previously been recorded (see EPS No.4) 
Following the Bishop of Chichester, further tributes were made by Dr. Boegner 
and Dr. Koechlin, and Metropolitan Panteleimon spoke gratefully on behalf of the 
Orthodox Churches of the expressions of high esteem which had been voiced, 


The Committee heard a report from the General Secretary who mentioned 
the response of the Churches to the document The Church, the Churches and tle 
World Council of Churches, which would be fully reported in a forthcoming number 
of the Ecumenical Review, There were also presented to the Committee reports 
on the current vork of the Department of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees, 
the Study Department, the Youth Department, the Faith and Order Commission, the 
Ecumenical Institute, the Secretariat for Evangelism and the Committee on the 
Life and Work of Women in the Church, In connection with the last-named, the 
Committee recorded its warm appreciation of the contribution made to the work of 
the Council as a whole, as well as to the Committee on Women's Work, by Miss 
Sarah Chakko, wha will have returned to her wrk as Principal of the Isabella 
Thoburn College, Lucknow, by the time of the next meeting of the uxecutive 
Committees 


Under the report of the Commission of the Churches on international 
Affairs, special attention was given to these points: the Commission of the 


Churches on International Affairs had been able to make a long-range contribution -. 


of some significance, growing out of the Toronto statement, concerned with 
peace machinery. In particular the United Nations Peace Observation Commission 
authorised at the recent General Assembly of the U.N. had originated from a 
proposal canvassed among the Churches by C.C.1.A. The Commission's officers had 


also co-ordinated measures by church leaders in the United Kingdom and the U.S.A, 


to approach the highest government officials in preparation for the Attlee-Truman 
conference in December 1950. The Commission was continuing its work in si pport 
of the Covenant on Human Rights and had supported the extension of the U.N, pro- 
gramme for aid to Palestine refugees. In connection with the latter, Dr. Mackie 


_ reported that the Inter-Church Aid Department was now able to announce the holding 


of a special conference at Beirut in May to deal with the problem of refugees 
in the liiddle East, 


The Executive Committee took some important decisions with regard to the 
future programme of its own meetings by deciding to advocate very strongly to the 
next meeting of the Central Committee the proposal to hold a full meeting of the 
Central Committee in India in December 1952, thus fulfilling a long-held desire 
to have a major meeting of the World Council in Asia. 
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The Executive also surveyed the existing programme of preparations for 
the next World Assembly, especially those taken in hand by the Study Department. 
It was announced that the four Churches nominated for membership in the World 
Council at the Toronto meeting could now be considered full members of the 
Council, viz.e, the Church in Central Java, the Synodal Federation of Brazil, 
the liethodist Church of Ceylon and the Evangelical Church of North Iran, thus 
bringing the total membership of the World Vouncil to 158. 


The Committee heard reports of travel from various officers and staff 
members. Dr. Franklin C. Fry, Vice-Chairman of the Central Committee, came to 
the meeting direct from a large trip on behalf of the American radio programme 
‘One Great Time of Sharing’. He had been securing material for presentation 
by radio and television in support of inter—church aid to refugees and displaced 
persons in a tour which covered lanchuria, Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, Burma, India, 
Pakistan, Amman, Israel, Greece and Bavaria. Wr, Tomkins gave a report of his 
recent tour on behalf of Faith and Order to Ceylon, India, Pakistan and Egypt. 


| Needless to say, the Executive Committee, throughout its time of meeting, 
devoted much attention to the responsibility of the Church in the present 
international situation. The result of these discussions was set out in a 
letter from the Executive to the member Churches of the World Council: 


As from Biévres, February 1, 1951 


To the member Churches of the 
World Council of Churches 


The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches meeting at 
Biévres, January 30 - February 1; gave much thought to the grave situation 
caused by the international crisis, In considering the many problems raised 
they had the advantage of help of churchmen from different parts of the world, 
not belonging to the Committee who had been invited to take part in a prelimin- 
ary consultation. Amongst those to whom invitations had been extended were two 
churchmen from Eastern Europe, but to our regret they were not able to attend. 


The Executive Committee gave consideration tc a variety of problems 
which came up in the course of the discussion. And they decided to communicate 
the general result fof the member Churches in the form of a letter, which we now 
offer as a guide to reflection with suggestions for action, 


Throughout our discussions we felt keenly cur limitations as represent— 
atives of the Churches of certain countries only. We did try constantly to bear 
in mind the Christian testimony of our absent brethren and their problems, so 
far as we are informed of them, But we have had to work within ow limitations, 
This letter is ours and this fact should be remenbered in reading it. It is 
not for us to judge others in the Church but for each to pray for all. 


In our conversations we kept in mind that the chief task of the World 
Council of Churches is to maintain and develop the fellewship between the 
Christian Churches, Buh we recognise that the World Council has also the 
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important task of giving concrete witness to the Lordship of Christ and to the 
implications of His Lordship for national and international life. We were all> 
the time conscious of these two obligations which, things being as they are, 
often enter into conflict. In all that follows we ask you to remember that we 
ourselves have at least tried our best to keep them fully in our minds. 


We talked much about the critical points of the international situation, 
It has greatly changed since ‘the Central Committee met at Toronto. The effort 
of the United Nations to contain and resolve the conflict in Korea has thus far 
proved unsuccessful, Our vice-chairman who had just visited Korea told us of 
the terrible sufferings of the Korean people which continue unabated. Need we 
speak of our real grief that no effective solution has been found and need we | 
say that we are thankful that, through the United Nations, the lines of negotiations 
have been kept open and that it continues to seek an honorable and generally 
acceptable reconciliation? 


But - and this is what brought a note of profound alarm into our meeting - 
the international situation has seriously deteriorated and mankind has been 
brought once more to the brink of a world war, Programmes of rearmament have 
rapidly increased and the world is still more vividly divided into two armed 
camps - 


There is something underlying the explosive character of the world scene 
which constantly exercised our minds, It is the vast upsurge of peoples of every 
race, national and creed. Some countries have been the scene of far-reaching 
social reform. Over 700 million people formerly dependent, have recently 
attained independence, Other peoples are still seeking independence. At the 
same time the widespread and rightful demand for equality of pérsonal status and 
for release from poverty and economic oppression remains unmet, Little wonder 
that tne offer of civil rights and freedoms loses its appeal when people are 
wholly obsessed by the daily struggle against hunger and want! 


Everywhere the victim is man. Often he is treated as no better than an 
object, or at best a tool, rather than as a responsible person. He hears much 
about peace, but for the sake of peace, he is told either to hate or to rearm. 

He hears much about freedom, but in the name of freedom, he is in fact deprived 
of liberty sometimes even from his childhood. He hears much about human rights, 
but he lives in a wald of exploitation, deportations, concentration camps, arbi- 
trary barriers and total war, To bring the comfort and strength of the Gospels 
to confused and threatened man, whatever his station in life, is the great task 
of the Church. Only thus can he find joy to live and to love, and l:arn anew 

the meaning of hope and peace. Whatever danger he may face, he will be sustained 
by the full assurance of the sovereignty of God and of man's worth in God's sight. 


We believe that in these truvhs — truths which stand for ever in the 
Church East and West — are the source and impulse of our endeavour, In the light 
of them we tried to face baffling and almost intractable problems. Uppermost in 
our minds were those of the totalitarian doctrine of man in society, the menace of 
peace, and the denial of social justice. ‘We want to say a few words on each 
of them. 
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At Chichester in 1949 the Central Committee spoxe of the totalitarian 
doctrine, "The totalitarian doctrine", it said, "is a false doctrine", It 
destroys human integrity and uses the means of slavery in the name of justice. 
In this rezvect there is a) fundamental ccnflict between Christian conviction 
and totalitarian ideology. These are hard words: But a system based on a false 
doctrine cannot be overcome by force alone and every effort must be made to 
meet the basic challenge of totalitarian Communism by means other than war, 


This brings us to the difficult question of arms and of rearmament. Here 
we can only say this, Within the World Council constituency there are many dif- 
ferent cpinions about rearmament and indeed about the attitude of the Christian 
towards the use of arms, Some of these difficuities were reflected in our ow 
discussions. We considered the conditions which have brought us to our present 
pass, but concluded that our attention should be centred on the existing crisis. 
It is this. The governments and many people of the West have come to fear that 
the more powerful of the Communist nations are ready to extend the area of Com- 
munist influencs by means of force and, as a result, ‘hey are rapidly rearming. 
In Eastern countries, thee is a growing fear that these developments might lead 
sooner or later to the outbreak of a preventive war. Thus rearmament had become 
the main and general emphasis everywhere. Its declared purpose is peace, but it 
can in reality endanger both peace and security and social justice is seriously 
threatened. In these circumstances, it is an urgent Christian concern ~- in fact, 
a concern of all men of good will — that armaments, whatever their necessity, 
do not dominate the whole life of national and international society. ‘le are 
convinced that it is the duty of all the Churches to champion peace with justice. 
The Churches which still have real opportunities to influence government policies 
have a special duty. 

We take the view that the Churches must urge that the new armament pro- 
gramme be exclusively devoted to the purpose of security. We must seek by 
constant vigilance to prevent the possession of power from precipitating violence, 
Ye must not allow the fabric of social justice to be destroyed. 


Every chance for negotiations must be used.’ When military action is in 
question, the nations should not act unilaterally but heed the judgment of the 
United Nations. Everything must be done that can build up the authority of this 
instrument of world order, and U-N.Peace Observer Commissions ought to be placed 
at every danger spot. All of us must be on our guard against hysteria, for 
fatal damage can be done by irresponsible and wild exaggeration. 


We are convinced that the Churches in many cointries could help along 
some of these lines, and we ask you, as we have asked ourselves, whether you 
are doing what you cen, We must remonber that we may all have to live for a 
long time in the presence of conflicting systems. This is a call to patient 
steadfastness and to the simple but difficult Christian virtues, And even in 
these circumstances we must use every influence we can to press for the objective 


of bringing ail national armaments under international control. 


Then there is the great challenge of social justice, One of the gravest 
Gilemmas the naticns are in consists in the danger that rearmament will itself 
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drain the vigour out of social reconstruction, Thus governments will aggravate 
the very disease which they seek to heal. "e must struggle that this shall not 
be the case. All nations which possess great economic and industrial resources, 
must promptly afford economic and technical assistance on such a scale as will 
eventually assure an effective response to the needs of the under—privileged, 
Effective co-operation must be achieved in this field, too, through the United 
Nations. and the Specialised Agencies. 


’ This seems to us to mean imaginative thinking and action of a wholly new 
order. The peoples have seen the vision of social justice; it is for us to help 
to transform it into reality. All people in privileged countries, particulaly 
Christians, must strive to enter sympathetically into the social demands of the 
needy. "From each according to his ability, to each according to his need" has 
its roots in the teaching of Jesus. 


We are at a loss how to ishare with you tle sense of urgency with which we 
were impressed as we discussed this matter, The Churches have by no means neg- 
lected social action, but they have fallen short of what they should have done 
and, often, of what they would have wished to do, It is clear to us that person- 
al sacrifice must be accepted if the hungry are to be fed and the naked to be 
clothed, and Christians, above all, should accept it with joy. 


We would assure our Christian brethren unde totalitarian rcgimes that we 
rejoice with them in the evidence that the Word of God makes its power felt among 
them, As Christians in East and West think of and pray for each other, let them 
do so with the mind that was in Christ Jesus and therefore look not on their owm 
things but on the things of others (Phil. 2:1-11). 


The ends of true peace and social justice must be the constant cocern of 
all Christian men and of all Churches, 


As we continue to face the perils and perplexities of our day, let us 
in humility and faith turn to the only source of abiding strength, praying from 
every corner of the earth: 


Almighty God our heavenly Father, guide we beseech Thee the 
Nations of the world into the way of justice and truth and 
establish among them that peace which is the fruit of right- 
eousness, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


For the Executive Committee of the 
World Council of Churches: 


The Chairman George Cicestr 


The General Secretary WA. Visser 't Hooft 


E.PeS. Geneva 
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CANADA Church of England in Canada 


Approve World Council Position 


At a recent joint annual meeting of the Department of Sociel 
Service and the Executive Council of the General Synod of the Church of Eng— 
jand in Canada, a resolution on international affairs was passed by which 
"the Council associates itself with the ... statements issued by the Central 
Committee of the World Council", The resolution of the Synod said: 


"The hydrogen bomb is the latest and most terrible step in the 
crescendo of warfare which has changed war from fight between men and nations 
to mass murder of human life. lian's rebellion against his Creator has reached 
such a point that unless stayed it will bring self-destruction upon hm All 
this is a perversion; it is against the moral order by which man is bound; 
it is a sin against God. 


"Governments of nations have an inescapable responsibility at 
this hour, The world is divided into hostile camps through suspicion and 
distrust and through failure of nations to bring their mutual relations with- 
in an agreed system of justice and order, 


we urge governments to enter into negotiations at once again, 
and again to do everything in their power to bring the present Be: deadlock 
tO an endses" 


"To that end", the resolution stated, "the Council still affirms 
its hope for the ultimate banning of the modern weapons of atomic warfare but 
expresses its profound belief that this can only be done with safety to all 
concerned under pre-arranged effective international inspection and control 
both immediate and continuous, and prays that the dissident nations will come 
to acknowledge this and through the world organisations will secure such 
international inspection and international control. 
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"Realising that the world is still filled with injustices and 
disorders, the Council regards 'a mood of complacency as both wrong and 
politically dangerous,!' and asserts that the overcoming of these evils is 
vital for rendering the wrld morally impregnable to totalitarian aggression; 
and believes:that the removal of these injustices and disorders will develop 
in all nations mutual confidence and a greater devotion to comaon principles," 


The Council called for support from church people for the World 
Council of Churches "whose Commission on International Affairs represents on 
the United Nations with clarity and fairness Christian attitude on such inter- 
national problems as race relations, human rights, atomic warfare, refugees, 
slavery", E.P.o, Geneva 


United Bible Societies! Appointment in Geneva 


The Reve Dre AoMo Chirgwin, M.A., late General Secretary of the 
London Missionary Society, left London on February 7 to take up his new 
responsibilities as Secretary of the United Bible Societies in Geneva, 


Dre Chirgwin has in front of him a threefold task, which stems 
from the one root:~ the use of the Bible as the source of Christian thought 
and teachings 


He has been seconded by the U.B.S, to the World Council of 
Churches. When the W,.C,C, holds its next World Conference in the United 
States of America in 1953, the central theme running through the programme 
Will be Evangelism, One important question will be the place of the Bible 
in evangelism, and, in preparation for this, Dr. Chirgwin will work with Dr. 
J.C, Hoekendijk, Secretary of the W.C.C, Gommission on Evangelism, in collect~ 
ing materiale 


Secondly, while in Geneva, Dr. Chirgwin will represent the 
United Bible Societies in the projected study by the International Missionary 
Council of the "Missionary Obligation of the Church", and the need to make 
the Christian Scriptures available to mankind in general and to the missionary 
agencies of the Church in particular. Sinze this is a subject in which the 
World Council of Churches itself is deeply concerned, Dr. Chirgwin will, here 
also, be collaborating with Dr. Hoekendijk. 


Thirdly, Dr, Chirgwin will act as liaison between the United 
Bible Societies and the various specialised departments of the World Council, 


in particular with the Ecumenical Press Service. E.P.S. Geneva 
CONGO How the African thinks Today 


The magazine "Ekm'ea Nsango" (News Messenger), recently trans= 
lated from the native Lonkundo, reveals the tremendous change which Christian~ 
ity has wrought on the thinking of natives in the Congo. No space is given 
to pictures and a great deal of the subject-matter is of a serious nature, 


Ekofo Joseph, one of the articles tells, went from the mission 
to work in Leopoldville, the capital city of the Congo. He tells of a special 
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Christmas service which he attended, with an offering taken to send back home 
to the missions. Another part of the sift went to provide for the widow of 
one of their number, and still another for the “distress in Gurope", "When 
Stanley (the great explorer) first floated down that river in 1877", reads 
the article, "he never dreamed that savage people of the Congo would in a 
few brief years be collecting gifts for the poor in Europe." 


The notes of Pierre D. Bolonsome reflect the int rest in edu- 
cation in the whole of Afri:za, and especially the growth of the work in the 
Congo Christian Institute, where he is a student. He mentions the:r appre- 
ciation of the missionaries and reveals a very progressive atv: tude toa the 
status of women when he says: "If our women in Congo would prepare themselves 
to take their place beside the men, there would be a different Congo." 


The way the Christmas offering at Coquilhatville is spent is 
illuminating: For the poor and those in need 1300 frs,: for the purchase of 
a new church bell 1200 frs.; help sent to the Church in the Philippines 
1100 frs.; for chairs and benches at the village of Boyera 1000 frs.; for 
the help of Christians who are lepers 250 frs.; a gift sent to the. vhurch 
in Jamaica 450 frs. 


Nowhere is the impact of the Gospel more strikingly demonstrated 
than in the new attitude to death. It was formerly the custom "in the old 
Africa to face death with great fear", relates one writer, "out when the 
evangelist Ntombi Paul died, the wife, as a Christian, did none of the old 
rites. She ate with her friends and her manners and her faith were a wonder 


to the whole village", E.P.S, Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Welcome to the Archbishop of Canterbury 


A large audience filled vic Central Hall; Westminster, in London 
on January 30 for the meeting of welcome to the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
Mrs, Fisher, returning from a four month tour in Australia and New Zealand. 
Supporting the Archbishop of York on the platform were the Prime iiinister, 
the Rt. Hons C.R. Attlee, and the Resident Minister for Australia, The High 
Commissioner for New Zealand was prevented form attending. 


The Archbishop of York remarked that it was the Archbishop of 
Canterbury!s own personality, his friendliness and his statesmanship which 
had made the visit stand out as a great event in the history of the Anglican 
Commun i0Nne 


The Prime Minister expressed his pleasure at being presents 
The Archbishop, he said; went out to Australia and New Zealand not only as 
a great churchman, but as a representative of the people of Great Britain 
to those subjects of the King living in the Comnonwealth. It was the essence 
of the Commonwealth that it was not beund together by some mere legal or 
constitutional device: it was essentially a unity of spirits, and it was 
the spiritual unity of the people of the Ccmmonwealth that was its great 
strength todaye 
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When the Archbishov of Canterbury rose to speak he was greeted 
with a stirring demonstration of estcem, In the four months of his tour he 
travelled 30.000 miles, 23,0(0 of them by sea, and delivered 138 sermons and 
addresses. As a result of his visit the Archbishop saic he had been rein- 
forced in his devotionto a pride in the Anglican Commurion: 


"We have nc doctrine of our own; we only possess the Catholic 
doctrine of the Catholic Church enshrined in the Catholic creeds: and we 
stand firm upon that rook, We have an immense responsibility to maintain 
unshaken this grand tradition which we have inher’.ted from those who have 
gone before us, I believe that the cnly creative fa ce in the world today 


is the force of the Christian Church", GeP.o. Geneva 
UNITED STAT ES Death cf Veteran iiissionary Leader 


The Reve Dr. Ralph E. Diffendorfer, executive Vice-President 
of the Japan International Christian University Foundation, who for twenty=- 
five years, until 1949, was in charge of the overseas missionary work of 
the Methodist Church as Executive Secretary of its Division of Foreign 
Missions, died on January 31 of a heart attack, at the age of 72. 


Born on a fa:"1 in Hayesville, Ohio, Dr. Diffendorfer worked 
his way through Ohio Wesleyan University by selling books in the summer, 
Before taking charge of Methodist missionary work abroad he had been for 
twelve years Secretary cf Methodist Home Missions and Director of a survey 
of home missions for the Interchurch World Service and for the Methodist 
Commission on Conservation and Advance, 


On several occasions, Dr. Diffendorfer was an American delegate 
to meetings in foreign countries of the International Missionary Council. 
Since his retirement from his executive mission post. he had devoted him» 
self to the work of the Japan International Foundation, which was organised 
in larch, 1949, to establish and maintain a Christian university in Japan. 


Dr. Diffendorfer was -resident of the board of founders of the 
Nanking Theological Seminary cn the “‘endell~Swope Foundation, President of 
the board of trustees of Santiago College for Women in Chile and a trustee 
of Ward College in Buenos Aires, He was a founder and for six years President 
of the Associated Boards of the Christian Jolleges in China, 


His writings include "Child Life in Mission Lands," "Studies in 
the Life of Christ," "A Modern Disciple .-. David Livingstone," and "The 


Church and the Community", E-P.S. Geneva 
GERMANY A New Evangelical High School 


The Evangelical Church of Berlin-Brandenburg on October 18, 19°9, 
opened an Evangelical High School in Berlin, which is being built up Sito 
a fullescale nine-class school, 


By means of this school the Church intends to put into effect, 
within the public educational system, what it learnt as the Confessing Church 
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in opposition to the total State, i.e. that it should not simply leave public 
education to the State, but should itself take a critical and active part 
therein, in such a way that its responsibility becomes unmistakably clear. 


The Evangelical High Schocl represents in the history of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany a new manifestation of its responsibility for 
bringing up the young, which it is effecting by means of the "school community" 
(consisting of teachers, parents and pupils), The parents play their part in 
every aspect of the development of school life, and regard the intercession 
with which they accompany this as being of equal importance with every other 
form of assistance, 


The fact that the message or Jesus of Nazareth, Messiah of the 
Jews and Christ of the nations, is delivered to us in Greek explains the 
great importance of necessity attached to the learning of this language by 
the Evangelical High School. 


In addition, it is essential to the understanding of the Gospel 
that world history should be taught and learnt with due attention to all 
the main expressions of life (languages, religions, economics, political 
science, natural sciences, art, etc,) in the form of a preparatory scientific 
training. 


By means of this school the Church is also hoping to set up a 
Sign to gather together all the young scientific teachers who are seeking, 
amid the troubles of the present situation in Berlin, for somewhere to carry 
on their activities, developing their theories of education not in experiment- 
al fits and starts but steadily and step by stepa E.P.S. Geneva 


Usd ed oka: The Russian Orthodox Church and 


a ee ee re 


its Part in the Struggle for Peace 


The contribution of the Russian Orthodox Church to efforts for 
peace, culminating in its appending its signature to the "Stockholm Peace 
Manifesto, has been crystallised in the publication of a book re »roducing all 
ecclesiastical pronouncements in favour of peace from July 17, 1949, to 
October 17, 1950. Entitled "The Russian Orthodox Church and its Part in the 
Struggle for Peace," this work was published in the realisation that "new 
hope would awaken in the human soul, its lost Paradise would be restored to 
it, and peace would emerge victorious over war and darkness." In the struggle 
"for the right to lead a clean and honest life on earth," the Russian Church 
was "taking an ardent parte" 


The introduction states, "The Christian Church is fulfilling 
its mission of salvation in the wrid in such measure as it plays its part 
in the history of mankind, and brings to pass the Kingdom of God by its 
proclamation of a future of heavenly glory." 


Patriarch Alexei further stated in a speech: "The Russian Orthcdox 
Church, as bearer of the message of peace handed down to us from Christ Jesus, 
looks with grief upon the anti-Christian deeds of people who call themselves 
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Christians, and are in reality filled with enmity for those who defend the 
cause of peace in faithfulness to the injunctions of Christ." E.P.S,.Geneva 


HUNGARY Conference of Press Officers 
of the Reformed Church 


The General Assembiy of the Reformed Conventus at its meeting 
last summer invited its four ecclesiastical districts and the 34 seniorates 
composing them to approve the introduction cf a new periodical, and ordained, 


in the interest of successful public relations work, that district press 


officers be sele(ted, i.e., a prass officer for each seniorate and a press 
secretary for each presbyterium; Selections for these posts were made by 
the General Assembly last autumn. The Presiding Committee of the Assembly 
has now convened the press officers to a three-day conference held from 
January 18 to 20, for the discussion of questions relating to the present- 
day problems, with the head of the Church, Bishop Albert Bereczky, and its 
lay head, Dr. Roland Kiss, in the chaix, and with all the bishops and higher 
officials, and the editcxs of the Reformed periodicals, present, 


The task of the conference way to convey the necessary..infoma- 
tion to the district and seniorate press officers, and outline to them the 
programme designed to help them establish a living link with the press 
secretaries of the individual parishes. and pass on to the Church press and 
periodicals the desires and claims of the presbyteria, 


A summary of the discussicns vives the following as the tasks 
revarded as being of immediate importance for the Reformed Churchs 


A profounder obedience to Ged, 

A deeper understanding of joint service and mutual love. 

Towards a deeper and more scientific understanding of the Word. 
A mare faithful preaching of the doctrines contained in the Word, 
Constant and more submissive prayer, E,P.S, Geneva 


ISRAEL Ghristian Cungregations Being formed 


rastory H.D, Leuner, Secretaxy of the International Jewish- 
Christian Unisn in Copenhagen, has stated in an interview, "We believe that 
in time there will be a Christian Church in Israel, speaking iiodern Hebrew 
and consisting for the most part of Jewish Christians. So far these number 
about 150. Since they avowed themselves faithful. ts the State of Israel in 
its difficult initial years, confidence in them is increasing ina gratify- 
ing manner." E.P.S,. Geneva 


The Funderal of Archbishzp Germancs 


The service at the funeral of Archbishop Germanos, lietropolitan of 
Thyateira, Exarch of Western and Centra) Europe of the Oecumenical Patriarch, 
and one of the Presidents of the World Council of Churches was held at the Greek 
Cathedral of S.Sophia in London en February 3, Orthodox bishops from several 


countries including the U.S.A., Greece and France participated in the service 
and the lessens were_read by the Archbishep of Canterbury and the ieee of 
Chichester, . The World Council o , Churches was represented by four of its 
Presidents, by the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of its Central’ Committee and by 
its General Secretary= E.P,S, Geneva 
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PHILIP PING ISLANDS A Positive Approach to the Coiiunist Problem 


"Communism can be overcome only by a programme of action and a philosophy 
sounder than that offered by the Communists", thus summarised Dr. John Coleman 
Bennett, professor of theology at New York's Union Theological Seminary, to a 
three-day seminar of hundred national evangelical leaders in i:anila on Febru 
ary 2nd, 


: The Manila meetings were organised by the Federation of Christian Church- 
es in the Philippines. Dr. Bennett's trip through Syria, India and Pakistan, 
Bangkok, Hong Kong and the Philippines was sponsored by the International Mission- 
ary Council, 

In a survey of conditions in the Philippine Islands, concucted by Dr. 
Winburn T. Thomas, the delegates agreed that Communist infiltration was found 
in labour movements, in youth groups, among intellectuals, and among the Huks. 
The Huk groups are composed of bona fide ideological Communists, army deserters, 
people who despair of securing social justice under the present government. 


Commissioner of Public Welfare, Mrs,» Ascension Perez, sole Protestant 

and only woman on President Quirino's Cabinet, spoke during the discussion of 
the resolution to recommend a limitation upon land ownership saying that sixty 
percent of the Filipinos owned no land, although 75% were engaged in agricult— 
ural activities and food production, Under the limitations of primitive 
machinery and no fertilizer, the average farmer cannot provide food and security 
for his family, she said. "The standard ¢ living of seventy percent cf the 
people must be raised if the Philippine Islands are to have peace”, Mrs. Perez 
~called upon the pastors to be socially as well as spiritually minded, that 

they might minister to the whole of their people's lives. 


Recognising that landlordism is one of the major sources of poverty and 
social injustice in the Philippines, the seminar delegates adopted the following 
recommendations ¢ 
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"1, The holding of local seminars in strategic centres throughout the Islands 
for ministers, for educators and for youth, to communicate the facts concern- 
ing Communism, and a positive exposition of the Christian faith. 


"2. The preparation of materials relating to Communism for distribu~ 
tion to and through the Christian Churches... 


"3. Ministers were enjoined to preach to their people at intervals 
concerning Communisms, | 


"4, The Federation of Christian Churches was reqmested to gather 
material related to the problems of poverty, landlordism and dissident move- 
ments so as to afford Christian workers an over-all view of national conditions, 


"5, The training of a Filipino Christian worker in the field of labour 
relations to cultivate re ations with labour organisations. 


"6, The preparation and distribution of a pamphlet developing the 
evangelical conception of democracy, 


"7, The development of ‘a programme of activities embodying a construc- 
tive alternative to Communism," 


Dr. Bennett urged that a bebter acquaintance be formed with Western capi~ 
talism than is afforded in Communist propaganda, "Little is known concerning 
the advances made under capitalism in the United States during the past two 
decades", he said, "The capitalism which Radio Moscow is descr:.bing has been 
dead for twenty years< Advances have been made in the position of labour, 
in the achievement of social security, in raising the standard of living 


above the poverty level", E.P,S. Geneva 
BURMA Bible Translation the Hard Way 


The Bulletin of the United Bible Societies (first quarter 1951) contains 
information about conditions in Burma at the present time by the Rev. H.C, 
Willans, agent of the British and Foreign Bible Society in Rangoon: 


"... Burma's various rebellions are not yet ended but they seem to have 
lost their force and the Government has a firmer grip on communications, No 
town of any size is now in rebel hands... 


"Although the rebellions hindered our work of distributing the Script— 
ures, translation work went on steadily... We have manuscripts on the way in 
ten Burma languages, five or six of them new oneso 


"To one of our translators the rebellion brought bitter disappointment, 
He had been at work on the New Testament in South Chin for some years and 
his manuscript was almost ready for the printer when the rebels over-ran his 
district, The manuscript was locked away during the rebel occupation, waiting 
to be sent to Rangoon, But white ants g&éat it and most of the work will have 
to be done over again, 


"Another Chin manuscript was also delayed by rebels but eventually 
reached us safely. The missionary who was bringing it down was taken by the 
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rebels and held in captivity for a fortnight with his family and several of 

his Chin colleagues. They were released unharmed and the new translation 

of the Acts was undamaged. ~’e have published it now, and recently had the 
pleasure of handing over the first copies to two Chin preachers who visited 
useeo When we showed them the newly printed Acts, one of them read aloud from 
it the story of Pentecost. That was a moment in history for them, for the 
story had never been read from a book in their language before..." U.P.5.Gere va 


UNITED STATES Food for Famine-Stricken India 


A combination of earthquakes, floods, a visitation of locusts and four 
successive failures of the monsoon have gravely reduced India's food supply. 
This succession of natural disasters has created a six million ton shortage 
of food grains, 


To help meet this crisis the Indian government has requested the United 
States <overnment to give favourable consideration to a demand for two million 
tons of surplus wheat and other food stuffs. 


Church groups, including the National Council of: the Churches of Christ 


. in the U.S.A., the American board of Commissioners for Foreign i-issions of 


the Congregational Christian Churches, the Young Men's Christian Association, 
and scores of newspapers across America, along with a citizens! committee 
known as the American Emergency Food Committee for India, have urged immediate 
action by the American government. 


The Wational Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. (constit- 
uted by 29 Protestant and Orthodox communions with a total membership of more 
than 31,0°0,000) in a resolution passed by its General Board called on the 
U.S, government to make 2,0(0,0¢0 tons of food grains available to India on 
terms mutually agreeable to the governments involved. Such an action, the 
resolution stated, is not only justified on “humanitarian grounds but also 
for the reason it would strengthen the bonds of friendship between the Amer— 
ican and Indian people", 


The National Board of the Young Men's Christian Association wmanimously 
endorsed a resolution calling on President Truman for immediate action, adding 
that food should go to India “without political duress, and without attempt— 
ing to influence the action of India!s delegation at the United Nations", 


The National Lutheran Council (eight participating Churches with nearly 
4,000,000 members) also urged an unconditional gift of grain to India. 


The American Emergency Food Committee for India was recently formed to 
support India's emergency request, and includes among others Dr, i, Stanley 
Jones, noted missionary evangelist, Clarence Pickett, esecutive secretary of 
the American Friends! Service Committee, Pearl Buck, author, and many others. 


G.C.7.A.%s Action 


In line with the decisions taken by the World Vouncil of Churches Exe~ 
cutive Committee at its meeting in Biévres (see EPS No.5), Dr. Frederick 0, 
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Nolde, Director of the Commission of the Churches en International Affairs 
(U.C.I.A.), sent the following telegram to President Truman, to ir. Dean Ache- 
son and to the Chairmen of the Foreign Relations Comaittees 0.) the U.S.A. Senate 
and Congress: 


"As director of the Churches’ Commission on International Affairs con- 
stituted by the World Council of Churches and the International i.is sionary 
Council, I strongly support the action of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the U.S.A, and respectfully urge that the United States speedily 
give substantial assistance to the Government and people of India to alleviate 
suffering from food shortages, Such assistance is prompted by huisanitarian 
factors and by motives of friendship and should not bhedebtermined by political 
considerations. I am confident that United States action of this kind would 
be viewed with appreciation by the world-wide constituency represented in 
our Commission". 


The government in Washington decided to send free assistance to India 
to counteract the threat of famine, by sending one million tons of cereals. 
E.P.S. Geneva 


Dutch Reformed Church helps Swi tzerland 


The officers of the General Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church decided 
to send an mount of fl, 1,000..— (1148 Swiss Franas) to the Welfare Agency of 
the Swiss Evangelical Church in Zurich as a contribution towards repairing the 
damage suffered by the Swiss churches during t+ recent avalanche disasters, 
it is also a token of appreciatiom of the tremendous help given by the Swiss 


churches to the Dutch churches after the war, 3.P.S. Geneva 
CENA NY The Churches between ast and West 


Synod's reply to Brandenburg Provincial Government. 


(Berlin) := The Provincial Synod of the Evangelical Church of Berlin~ 
Brandenburg, meeting in East-Berlin, has wnanimously approved a resolution 
refusing the demand of the Brandenburg provincial government to have the 


Church's administrative headquarters transferred int:: that province (Eastern 


gone). Ina letter addressed to the Church officiais and clergy of Branden- 
burg, Herr Re Jahn; Premier of the provincial government, had urged that the 
provincial synod should take decisions in regard to this demand. The resolution 
points out that this diocese includes both eastern and western B rlin and also 
affords a living link between Berlin and the German Democratic Republic (Bastern 
zone). The resolution draws attention tc these three points:= 


"1, There is no such thing as a "West Berlin Church leacership. There 
is only a Church leadership in Berlin and Brandenburg, members of which live 
partly in West Berlin, partly in wast Berlin and partly in the Cerman Democratic 
Republic, It is merely because the only administrative church building, still 
standing, is in West Berlin that the sessions of the church leadership have been 
held there, The Church leadership can decide to hoid in future its sessions 
alternately in the western and eastern currency areas, as, for instance, the 


oe 
“a 
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Council of the Evangelical Church has done from the beginning. 


"2, Since 1946 Potsdam is the official seat of the Gen ral Superinten- 
dent of Kurmark, which belongs to the Church leadership of the diocese. Thereby 
is taken into consideration the understandab.e wish of the Brandenburg provinc= 
ial government to be able to maintain personal contact with a representative 
of the Church leadership. 


"3, Sufficient satisfaction is given to rightful cons:deration of 
currency policy by the fact that a special church finance administration for 
the realm of the eastern zone currency has been established in the democratic 
(eastern) sector of Berlin." 


Bishop Dibelius! réle as mediator 


The provincial synod also passed with only one contrary vote a further 
resolution:- 


"The plight of division of our German fatherland into two parts and the 
concomitant dangers of a catastrophic armed conflict among nations lie like-: 
a heavy load on the heart of our nation, 


"We have gratefully taken cognisance of the fact that the bishop of our 
Church province has publicly declared himself willing to uncertake a mediatory 
role between East and West, We urge him not to cease his cfforts for the unity 
of our fatherland and for the peace of the world. We know that not only is he 
personally suited to such work of mediation but also that his office as Bishop 
of Berlin and Chairman of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany con- 
fers on him a particular obligation. We wish with our whole hearts that his 
efforts may be blessed by God, 


"The Synod urges the Powers which occupy our country to bring to an end 
as soon as possible this dangerous state of division of Germany, and to put 
our nation in a position to come together in freedom for unity. Only so can 
our nation arrive at peace and help towards strengthening the peace of the 
world," 


Church's Concern with Education 


Wren considering the work of catechists and educational problems, the 
Provincial Synod of t*s Evangelical Church of Berlin-Brandenburg affirmed deep 
ooncern at the fact that the training of church instructors has been menaced 
to the point of being rendered impossible in recent times. As the result of 
measures taken by the State in the Geman Democratic Republic (eastern zone) 
younger member's of Evangelical parishes have been hindered from attending 
church instructional establishments which from time immemorial have been located 
in West Berlin, 


A resolution passed by the #ynod further expressed earnest concem re- 
garding the development of the State--run school into a purely sectarian training 
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place for the materialistic way of life. Parents, teachers and children are 
thereby involved in severe conflicts of conscience. 


The Synod demanded removal of measures directed a-ainst freedom of 
conscience and urged the need for the erection of Evangelical schools for 
children of Evangelical faith, whose parents wish them to have a Christian 


education, E.P.S, Geneva 
GuRi ANY Problems and Tasks of liission Work 


"German mission work has taken a great step forward in the last two 
years towards independence of action." This statement is made in the Year- 
book of Mission Conferences published in Hamburg by Prof. Walter Freytag, 
"after an unavoidable intermission of ten years," under the title "German 
Evangelical World Missions," 


The progress attained. Dr, Freytag observes in the "Allgemeine Missi- 
onsnachrichten" of February 1, 1951, really goes back to (1) the International 
Missionary Council!s resolution in 1949 "to issue all monies allocated for 
support for German missions only in consultation with the German Missionary 
Council," so as "to restore to the German missions a considerable slice of 
responsibility for their fields"; (2) the opportunity afforded the German 
missionary organisation of "once more directly supporting its fields with its 
om money's; (3) "the transfer of responsibility for a whole series of Lutheran 
mission fields from the Lutheran World Federation to the German missionary 
societies." In addition, it has been possible to break the "isolation" of 
some 450 missionaries now working in South, East and Yest Africa, India, 
Indonesia, China, Japan and the Pacific islands, through tours by German mission 
leaders and the sending out of reinforcements (numbering 60 to date) from 
Germany « 


What is the goal towards which this progress is leading? "It would be 
dangerous," writes Dro Freytag, "to sum it up in the formula ‘restarting 
German mission wrk after the war!," For it must be berne in mind "what has 
changed in. the meantime," and "what it is now up to German missions to learn." 


The new aims of mission “ork were moulded by the existence of "ecumen— 
ical interweaving" as an established fact . (1) German mission wrk "cannot 
get on without the help of missionary societies from other countries"; (2) it 
is likewise under compulsion to co-operate with non-—German mission groups, 
because "a single missionary society is not up to the magnitude of the task" 
(e.g. training of pastors and teachers a joint task for missionaries of dif- 
ferent nationalities in Tanganyika); (3) the attainment of independence by the 
Younger Churches obliges missionaries to recognise their subordination to 
the leaders of the latter (resolution of the International Miszionar~ 
Counci?. in Whitby in 1947, "explicitly recognised by German missions," so 


that "the character of mission wrk as a ecumenical service may be maintained"), 


BoPeSe Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Mary as Go-Redemptrix with Christ? 


In the beginning of January, 1951, there was held in Worcester, Massa, 
a meeting of the American Mariological Society, founded in 1949 and con - 
sisting of Roman Catholic priests and laymen who explore in detail "theo- 
logical questions concerning the Most Blessed Virgin Mary." The assembly 
was headed by noted theological thinkers of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
United States, 


Reports had been prepared on "The Historical Conspectus of the Doc- 
trine of the Co-Redemption" and on "The Evolution of the Arguments in Favour 
of Mary's Co-Operation," 


The dectrine of Mary's co-operation in Christ's work of redemption, 
it was stated, had been preached by the ecclesiastical writers in the earlier 
period of the Catholic Church's history. At a later date, it had been more 
vigorously emphasised by St. Bonaventura and St, Albert the Great. In the 
twentieth century, "the Doctrine seems to be commonly accepted by the 
Catholic Church." 


In a further statement it is claimed that the arguments in favour of 
Mary's co-Redemption are "generally based on Sacred Scripture; the parallel - 
seen by the Fathers and the early writers of the Church = in the association 
between Adam and Eve, on the one hand, and Mary and Christ, on the other; 
and the alleged evolution of this association of Christ and Mary, by theology 
ical reasoning to the point where it is seen to involve formal co-operation 


by Mary in the redemptive work of Christ: E.P.S,. Geneva 
YUGOSLAVIA Ecumenical Food Packages to Pastors 


Parcels of food, expressing the love and solidarity of Christian 
Churehes in America, Australia and Europe, are now on their way to the pastors, 
priests, and Church jieaders of Yugoslavia who have been hardest hit by the 
famine resulting from last summer's drought in the country. 


A total of 1,660 "C,A.R.E," packages containing special foods have 
been dispatched to a like number of clergymen of Refarmed, Lutheran, Method- 
ist, Baptist, Evangelical Brethren, Odl Catholic and Orthodox Churches in 
Yugoslavia, 


These ecumenical gifts, bearing the greetings of the whole household 
of the Christian faith, have been made possible by cooperative action of the 
Australian Council of Churches, Svenska Kyrkohjaélpen (Swedish Church Help), 
the Lutheran World Federation, and the Protestant Episcopal, Disciples of 
Christ, Southern Baptist and Presbyterian Churches (U,S.A.) in America, 


Coordination of this special project was carried out by the Department 
of Inter—Church Aid, and special letters have been sent to denominational 
leaders of Yugoslavian Churches, informing them of the ecumenical action and 
of how they may obtain the special parcels through the C.A.R.E. office in 
Belgrade. E.P.S, Geneva 
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GREAT URITAIN The Spiritual Inheritance of Europe 


In 1947 a Religious Bodies Consultative Committee was set up, after 
consultation between the Archbishop of Canterbury, Cardinal Griffin (Roman 
Catholic), and the Jewish authorities (see EPS Noe 26, 1950). It is intended 
to serve as an Advisory Committee to asssist the religious bodies in the edu- 
cation of their members in regard to international questions. 


i This Committee met again in Westminster on February 6, and drew up a 
joint statement on the Spiritual Inheritance of Europe which was commended to 
"the attetention of all who desire to preserve, protect and strengthen that 
inheritance, 


"We desire to assure our friends in other parts of Europe, east and 
west,who share the convictions expressed in the Statement: 


"(a} That we in our religious communities in Britain resard ourselves 
as bound to our friends in Europe by natural and spiritual ties and wish to 
enter into still closer fellowship with them; 


"(b) That we support efforts to maintain fundamental hwaan rights 
and religious freedom throughout Europe and to assist in winning these rights 
and freedoms for those who do not enjoy them; 


"(c) That in view of the serious situation today, we would welcome 
the attempts that are being made by religious leaders in Europe, and hope 
that they will be developed, to consult more closely together with a view to 

iving guidance to their people on the meaning of European unity, as part of 
the larger problem of world unity, explaining its purposes in relation to the 
urgent political, social and economic problems to be solved, and applying the 
moral and spiritual considerations which ar- so often neglected. 
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"Further we call upon members of our communities in Britain, clergy 
and ministers, lay men and women, to take more urgent steps to interpret to 
others the situation that confronts the peoples of the Continent, to strengthen 
the lines of communication between us and them, to bring these concerns more 
fully into our public and private prayera and to join in a fresh endeavour 
to practise in the life of our ovm community the deep convictions which are 


the spiritual inheritance of Europe," £.P,.5., Geneva 
SUDAN First Anglican Synod 


| 


A remarkable venture has been taking place in the Sudan. For the 
first time in its history, a Synod of the{Anglican) diocese has taken place in 
Khartoum, followed by a fortnight of intensive evangelist... activity in 
various centres, 


The diocese was only founded in 1945, for modern Christian missionary 
activity in the Sudan did not start until after the battle of Omdurman in 
1898. The first missionaries to the tribes of Southern Sudan travelled south 
under the direction of the Rev. (later Bishop) L.L, Gwynne, in 1905, and there 
is today in that area a Christian Church, with some thousands of baptised 
members, In 1935CM.S. (Church Missionary Society) missionaries penetrated 
to the tribes of the Nuba Mountains in Kordofan Province, and in that region 
also has been founded a Christian Church, at the moment smtland weak, but with 
a nucleus of witnessing native Christians, 


The Sudan covers nearly a million square miles, and the -ringing to- 
gether of delegates to the Synod from so vast an area has . only been made 
possible by contributions from the C.M.S. in Great Britains E.P.S. Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICA The Anglican Church and Race Relations 


Asscciating itself with the resolution of the Lambeth Conference stat~ 
ing that discrimination between men on grounds of race alone is inconsistent 
with the principles of the Christian religion, the Provincial Synod of the 
Church (Anglican) of the Province of South Africa at its last session passed 
a resolution relating to recent legislation in the Union of South Africa, 


The resolution, carried unanimously, states that the Synod 


"Believes that the effect of much recent legislation is likely to be 
the rigid division of the population into social classes with unequal rights, 
privileges and opportunities, and the relegation of the non—Europeans to a 
position of permanent inferiority, and for this condemns this legislation as 
inconsistent with the respect for human personality that should be character~— 
istic of a Christian scciety, 


"Believing that right relations between the different racial elements 
in the population of this country depend on their mutual trust, and that the 
proposal, to alter the status of the Coloured voters appears to many of them 
to be a breach of faith, urges that no such alteration should be made with— 
out consultation and a wide measure of agreement between those concerneda 


— 
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"Recognises that the Church has not in practice been always faithful 
to her own principles and has allowed herself to be infected by the racial 
prejudices prevalent in the world about her, It, therefore, calls upon all 
members of the Church to re~examine their racial attitude in the light of the 
Christ2an Gospel, that inevery parish witness may be borne to the equal stand- 
ing of all Churchmen before God and to their brotherhood one with another in 


Christ," E.P.o. Geneva 
HUNGARY Bishop Bereczky's Letter to Peace Congress 


(Budapest):- Bishop ‘lbert Bereczky, reports Hungarian Church Press 
(Februzry 10, 1951), has addressed a letter to a peace congress held in issex, 
Great Britain, and attended by some English clergy, "Beloved brethren in 
Jesus Christ", he writes, "In the name of the Hungarian Reformed Church and 
of entire Hungarian Protestantism, which takes part in the great international 
movement for the defence of peace, I heartily welcome your peace congress, 
expressing my wish that English Christianity in its entirety may find its place 
in the mighty camp of peace-loving mankind, 


"Hunsarian Protestantism has accepted, as a clear and unmistakeable 
message of the Word, that God wants peace. 'Christ is the propit:ation for 
our sins; amd not for ours only but also for the whole world! (I,John 2:2). 
We must learn at least this much from this text; the spiritual peace of for- 
giveness cannot be bottled up in the heart cf the individual believer: for it 
is essentially love flowing out from our hearts towards all men, powerfully 
motivating the service of reconciliation. At the same time, it is the peace 
of security. We are in the hands of the Lord of history, We must therefore 
take no thought for the morrow; the concern for the future is His concernees 
And this peace is also the peace of doing our duty, The main task of the 
Church today is to pray and work for peacece. 


"We cannot sleep contentedly when the peace of the world is seriously 
endangered by the war which is now being waged in Korea and in Viet Namoo.o 
It is the task of the Church to awaken the conscience of the nations to put 
out the conflagration in Asia, to stamp out the embers glowing under the ashes 
in Western Germany, before the whole world is enveloped in flames, ‘We know 
that the peoples of the world want peace. We know that only those people want 
war who would make gains even out of the blood and bones of millions, Our 
Obedience to the Lord of the Church pledges us to stand up against these 


delirious servants of Mammon and to call on the whole world of working 
people to make a united fight for the cause of peacecyo" E.P.S. Geneva 
FINLAND Pastor re-appointed liinister 


of Education in New Cabinet 


Pastor Lennart Heljas has been re~appointed Minister of Jducation in 
the second Finnish Government formed by the Premier, Dr. U.K. Kekkonen. Pastor 
Heljas, who held the same post in the previous government, is also a member of 
the Parliament and belongs to the Agrarian Party. Before the second world war 
he was pastor of the Mission for Finnish Seamen in England. 1£,P.S, Geneva 
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FINLAND The Radio and the Church 


The Finnish broadcasting organisations recently hel.d a special meete- 
ing for clergymen. Many questions were raised concerning the task and respon- 
sibility of broadcasting as an influenve on the spirit of the Finnish home, 
The religious programme received special attention at this meeting. "The 
religious programme is one of the favourites in Finland, says the Christian 
Press Bureau, Helsinki, and offers enormous opportunities of proclaiming the 
Gospel." It is hoped that “radio preachers wili address themselves to all 


listeners, and not only to churchgoers," E.P.9. Geneva 
GERMANY Plans to safeguard fast 


Berlinis Danaged Churches 


(Berlin): Plans to clear the rubble from and safeguard the structure 
of the severely damaged Churches of inner Berlin have been worked out by the 
municipal authorities of the eastern sectox in conjunction with Uhurch represent- 
atives. The purpese is to enable open air meetings to be held there when the 
German Evan;elical Church Assembly meets in the latter part of next August, 

It is hoped afterwards to begin the restoration of those churches. 


These plans concem in particular the Evanzelicai cathedral, the so- 
called New Church, the Parochial Church, the French cathedrai founded by’ 
Huguenot settlers, the Friedrichswerder Church and St. Nicholas! Church, It 
is intended to make the Friedrichswerder Church the place vf worship for 
the Humbold University in Unter den Linden (the east sector university). St» 
Nicholas! Church is not only Berlin's oldest church, Here 300 years ago the 
hymns composed by the poet Paul Gerhardt in co’ laboration with the composer 
Johannes Criiger were first sung. During the second world war 80 per cent of 


- this neighbourhood of inner Berlin was destroyed. The parishes which remain 


today are impoverished, Fraternal help from fellow churchpeople in other 
parts of Germany and abroad towards the restoration of St. Nicholas! Church 
would be greatly welcomed, as an expression of appreciation for all that Ger 
hardt and Criiger gave to the common life and worship in the Church, 

EoP.S. Geneva 


KOREA Evacuation of Christian Parishes 


"All Evangelical church members in the area held by the United 
Nations forces are advised to evacuate tc Cheju Island or other places of 
safety." 


This statement by the recentiy-formed “Emergency Committee of Christian 
(Protestant) Churches in Korea" resulted in the immediate transporting of 
15,000 Christians from the Presbyterian, Methodist and other Churches, am 
about half of their 900~odd clergy, to Cheju Islanc, off the Korean mainland, 
Food is to be supplied by air. 


‘The Emergency Committee further decided to send a deputation to Japan 
and to the United States, The’ latter will also visit other countries represent- 
ed on UNO, so that "whatever happens Korea must not be given up." The delega~ 
tion to Japan will have thetask of examining “how closer and friendlier rela~ 
tions te tween the Churches in Japan and Korea can be set upol E.P.So Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Towards a United Church of Christ 


In the end of January, a meeting was held in Cincinnati of 60 re- 
presentatives of nine Evanzelical Churches, with a total membership of 
17,000,000, The object of the discussions was the proposal to unite as one 
Church under the “ame “United Church of Christ," 


The plan discusssed by the conference is now to be submitted “in 
hopes of a favourable issue," to the grovps concerned that they may state 
their views upon it, It is based on the draft retaen upon by a similar con- 
ference in Greenwich, Conn., in 1949, 


The Churches taking part are: The Congregational Christian Churches, 
the International Convention of the Disciples of Christ, te Int :rnational 
Convention of the Disciples of Christ, the Evangelical and R:formed Church, 
The Methodist Church, the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, the Colored 
Methodist Episcopal Church, the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U.S. (Southern) » the International Council of Community 
Churches and the Association for a United Church in America, this last formed 
by the well-known Indian missionary, Dr; E.» Stanley Jones, 


The type of organisation submitted to the Cincinnati conference, 
apart from zertain changes, made the following provisi ons; 


The local Church: The United Church would recognise and respect the 
freedom of each local church, which would determine its mode of worship and 
of administering baptism and the Lord's Supper. 


The Ministry: Ministers would be ordained "to the ministry of the 
Church of Jesus Christ" and not to a single denomination... The bishop would 
preside at the ordination, "thus signifying that the one ordained is a minister 
of the whole Church", The presbytery also would be involved in the engagement 
(or dismissal) of a minister and would install him in the local churches 


The presbytery: To provide for the "fellowship of mutual counsel and 
cooperation", a presbytery would be constituted by 10 or more "continuously 
located" Churches of the United Church, including the minister and a lay re- 
presentative from each, 


The conferences would embrace at least three presbyteries and would 
be comparable in function to a synod of existing denominations. It would be 
composed of both ministers and laymen with an elected prdsiding officer to be 
called a mcderator. Each conference would elect a bishop who would serve as 
"a spiritual counselor and guide of its Churches and minister and its admini- 
strative superintendent." 


(LS 


pose and werk." Specifically, it ica "do and promcte the work of the whole 
Church in its national, international and ecumenical relations,” E.P,S, Geneva 
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ISRAEL State Religious Policy 


"As Minister of , Religion, it is my job first and fozxe most to see 
that the religious rights of all citizens of Israel are safeguarded," stated 
the Israeli Minister for Religious Affairs, Rabbi Judah L. Maimon, at the 
beginning of the interview he accorded to a correspondent of Religious News 
Service, New York. “And I can give you full assurance that nothing is being 
done to prejudice the religious life and freedom of the private citizen." 


Rabbi Maimon then, however, declared that he was opposed to the 
efforts of certain mission groups to convert Jews to Christianity, These 
groups had, he said, ‘enough to do bringing young Christians to a proper 
understanding of their ow religion, and linking then more closely together, 
without encroaching on Jewish life." 


The Jewish authorities had for a very long time been against any 
attempts to convert those of other faiths to Judaism, and had "always put 
obstacles in the way" of people wishing to make such a changee He could not, 
in fact, imagine that a new Christian State in process of emerging would 
agree to proselytising aiong the population on behalf of Judaism. This was 
his personal view, the Rabbi added, particularly as "there is in Israel no 
legal handle by which Christian plans for conversion can be fettered," so 
that as far as that goes they can be pursued without hindrance. 


Asked whether it was fa bidden for Christians in Israel to broadcast 
in Hebrew, the Minister replied, "The Christians can use Hebrew without hesi-— 
tation, except for prayer, Prayers in Hebrew would leajIsraeli youth astray 
and teach them non-Jewish religious ideals" ~ which would not be permissible 
in a Jew.sh State. There was, however, "deep respect in Israel for genuine 
Christians." A sign of this was "the prompt intervention of the Government 
upon complaints regarding the churches or the Holy Places of Christianity." 


The claim that Arab clergy were not tolerated in Israel was unfounded. 
They were admitted "if proposed by a definite Church." It was understandable, 
however, that in the present period of transition from war to peace "every 
newcomer has to undergo careful examination." 


Regarding the internationalisation of Jerusalem for the protection 
of the Holy Places, Rabbi Maimon stated, Wc 1d Christendom may rest assured 
that the strongest security for the Holy Plases of Christianity in former 
Palestine is for them te be handed over with confidence to the State of Israel, 
Christians could therefore make no better gesture towards the new-born State 
of Israel than have Jerusalem put under its authority, with the guarantee that 
the Holy Christian Places remain wntouched," That the Government was "animated 
by goodwill and the friendliest intentions" was evident from the ‘absolute 
priority" granted in dealing with religious problems to the Christian Churches, 
If some Christian institutions were still occupied by Israeli troops, the 
reason was that insufficient stress had been laid on the demand for their 
evacuation, or that it was not yet possible to leave for military 
reasons o. E.P,S. Geneva 
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U.S 0 Ro Moscow Patriarch!s Statement on World Peace 


In connection with the Berlin meeting of the World Peace Council, 
Alexius, Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia, made the following statement 
on behalf of the Russian Orthodox Church, states Tass. the Soviet newsagency: 


"Having studied the decisions of the Second World Peace Congress 
in Warsaw, I consider it my duty to declare that the Russian Orthodox Church, 
in my person and in the persons of its episcopacy, clergy and believers, uwn~ 
reservedly supports these decisions and gives them its blessings 


"The Russian Orthodox Church, in full agreement with the members 
of the Second World Peace Congress, considers absolutely necessary the pro=- 
hibition of all weapons of mass destruction » atomic, bacteriological and 
other weapons -, denunciation of the first Government to employ such a weapon 
aS a war criminal, progressive reduction of armaments and int rnational control 
aver this reduction, termination of the sanguinary American aggression in 
Korea. 


"These decisions are aimed at carrying out the teachings of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the Church which guards the Holy Testament cherished 
by every Christian gives its blessing to them. Therefore we have most ardently 
called, and now call, upon all who desire peace among the nations to fight 
actively for peace. on earth, and we urge all believers to offer prayers for 
world peaceéy 


"We firmly believe that the concerted and enlightened participation 
of each and every Christian in the great cause of peace, with the supreme help 
of the almighty grace of God, will prevent the horrible catastrophe which is 
being prepared by arrogant madmen and is menacing humanity, We helieve that 
the Lord Who gives strength to His people will bless His people with peace." 


On the instructions of Patriarch Alexius this statement has .been 
brought to the notice of those taking part in the session of the World Peace 


Council by Nikolai, Metropolitan of Krutitsky and Kolomna, who is a member 
of the World Peace Council: H.P.eS, Geneva 


United Bible Societies 


rat em 


Bioles for the German Democratic Republic» The United Bible Societies in 
London sent the following informations; 


The Altenburg Bible Society which is one of the branches of the 
Thuringian bible Society (Eastern Germany) has just published its first edition 
of complete Bibles since the end of the war, printed from the matrices supplied 
by the Stuttgart Bible Society. 


‘The Altenburg Bible Society is wrking on an edition of an illustra- 
ed Gospel of Luke. 


For the catechists of Eastern Germany, this same Society has also 
printed a Bible concordance and Bible dictionary edited by the Stuttgart Bible 
Society for which the matrices were supplied by the latter Society. 


These books have been published exclusively for use in the German 
Democratic Republic. 


Illustrated Gospels: The United Bible Societies in London informed us that 
during the course of 1950 several of the Bible Societies published Gospels 


_ presented in the form of illustrated magaz:nes, St. Mark appeared in French 


(French Bible Committee), St; llatthew in English (British and Foreign Bible 
Society), St. Luke in English, Spanish, Japanese (American Bible Society), 
Dutch and Indonesian (Netherlands Bible Society). 


The success with which these publications have met has been such 
that several societies have decided to reprint them, Furthermore, other 
portions of Scripture are being prepared for publication in the same presen- 
tation: Epistles of Paul (in French), Gospel of St, John (in Enclish), Acts 
of the Apostles (in English, New York; in Dutch and Indonesian, imsterdam) » 
The Altenburg Bible Society (Eas ern Germany) has the Gospel of St, Luke in 
the press and the Norwegian Bible Society is preparing to publish the Gospel 
of Mark in a new translation: 


Scriptures for Central America: The distribution of Scriptures in Central 
America (not including Mexico) was the lar; cay in 1950 since the foundation 
of the Bible Society Agency there in 1892: 14,334 Bibles, 20,173 New Testa- 
ments and 191,397 portions were circulated, a ee of 225,904, representing 
an increase of nearly 50,000 cepies over the 1949 total. 


Three colporteurs employec by the American Bible Society and 
responsible for this field of activity; as well as 180 voluntary colporteurs 
and correspondents have been at work and were responsible for the greater 
part of this circulations 


is as follows: 


No. 9 —iarch 2, 1951 Je 62 


The area of these seven countries which form Central America is 
a little larger than that of France, The population, with a Roman Catholic 
majority,is sbarely ten millions, of which two million are Indians, a small 
minority negroes and creoles, and the greah majority half-Cashege. | CuIrEVA 


INDTA. The Church and Political Divisions 


The United Church of Northern India has decided to add the words 
Nand Pakistan't to its name. Two of the denomination's constituent church 
councils = those of Sialkot and Lahore — are in West Pakistan, 


In spite of the political division of former British India into 
two independent nations, church leaders are attempting to keep their Pakistan 
constituencies from splitting off and forming separate bodies. A similar 
change in name has been made by the (Anglican) Church of India, Burma and 


Ceylon, EeP.o, Geneva 
UNITED S: ATES Dr, Florovsky named to Union Seminary 


Dr. George Florovsky, noted Russian Orthodox theologian and mem-— 
ber of the -xecutive Committee and tle Central Committee of the World Council 
of Churches, has b-en appointed Adjunct Professor of the History and Theology 
of Eastern Orthodoxy at Union Theological Seminary in New York. 


Drs Florovsky is dean of St, Vladimir's Russian Orthodox Theology 
ical Seminary and Academy, which since 1947 has had its residences and classes 


at Union Seminarys E.P,5,. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Church and Construction Controls 


Churches and other religious, educational and non-profit institu- 
tions are not being seriously affected by construction controls recently im 
posed by the National Production Administration in the U.S.A. 


According to "Religious News Service't (New York) the situation 


Churches: Construction of an edifice intended solely as a place 
for worship is not prohibited by the order and no permission is required, 
However, a great many churches now being erected include a dining room, audi- 
torium, and other facilities not intended exclusively for purposes of wrship, 
Such church buildings require a permit before construction may be started. 


Sunday School buildings, if intended exclusively to provide fa- 
cilities for religious instruction, are not prohibited by the order. However, 
in nearly every instance, the facilities intended for Sunday School purposes 
were also to have recreaticnal, or other use, during weekdays, In that case 
a permit is required. 


Parish halls and community centres are generally in the prohibited 
Classifications 


eel 
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erected without consulting, Washington. 


There is no restriction on construction of hospitals, orphanages 
and homes for the aged, as well as os? parochial. schools, and theological semin- 


aries = except a gymnasium or an auditoriuny E.P,5. Geneva 
ETHIOPIA . Fellowship between Greek 


and Ethiopian Churches 


Archbishop Spyridon of Athens has taken the initiative in bringing 
about closer relations between the Orthodox Church of Greece and the Ethiopian 
Church. To mark the inauguration of the new independence of the Ethiopian 
Church (see EPS No. 4), he sent six pectoral ornaments, as worn by prelates 
of the Orthodox Churches, for each of the six Ethiopian bishops» 


The presentation of the ornaments was carried out in Addis Ababa 
on December 31, 1950, wth great solemity and with tle full approval of the 
Emperor Haile Selassie. Only two of the Ethiopian bishops were able to be 
present, the Abuna Basilios, locum tenens of the archiepiscopal throne, and 
the Abuna Theophilus of Harrar, who is a member of the Central Committee of 
the Wo:rld Council of Churches, The Greek Orthodox Metropolitan of Axum, 
Nicolaos,; acted as the representative of the Archbishop of Athens, The Abuna 
Basilios, in returning thanks for the brotherly action of the Archbishop of 
Athens in sending these gifts. recalled that the first bishop of Ethiopia, 
Frumentius, was a Greek, and that he had been consecrated to this office by 
the great patriarch of Alexandria, Athanasius, himself. The two Churches 
have always been linked by fraternal affection and by mutual services. 


The ceremony brought great satisfaction, both to the large crowd 
of Ethiopian officials and churchmen who were present, and to the members of 


the Greek Church resident in Ethiopia, E.P.o. Geneva 
CHINA Re jection of Foreign Subsidies 


Five national Christian organisations, which have their head- 
quarters in Shanghai, have signified their intention to give up foreign sub- 
Sidies and strive to be on a selfesupporting basis; as of 1951. The organisa: 
tions are the National Christian Council, the National Committee of Y. .C.A.!'3s 
of China, the National Committee of Y.W.C.A.’s of China, the Christian Publi- 
cation Society, and the Tien Feng Publication Society. 


The five Chinese Christian organisations have called on their sub- 
Sidiary bodies to register with the authorities wthout delay in line with 
registration regulations 2a as to “wipe out the poisoneus elements of imper— 
jialism and build up new missions of New China catering to the interests of the 
people," 


Recently, the Ministry of Education in Peking called a conference 
of representatives of 21 Christian colleges and vniversities which received 
subsiGies from the United States, 
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As a result of this conference, which lasted for a week, it was 
decided that some of the Christian institutions, especially those which 
relied too heavily upon American subsidies, such as Yenching University and 
the Peking Union Medical College, will be operated as national or state in- 
stitutions, Others which can attain self-sufficiency without much difficulty, 
such as St, John's University and the University of Shanghai, will be allowed 
to be run as private institutions as before, 


The authorities emphasised, however; that every effort should be 
made by these Christian institutions to free themsel es from the effects and 


influences of "foreign imperialism", E.P.o, Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN The Churches! Part in the Festival of Britain 


The year 1951 has been chosen as a year of festival in Britain, 
to commemorate the centenary of the Great Exhibition of 1851 and to give an 
opportunity "to show faith in Britain's future," 


The Churches are represented cn the Festival Council by a Committee 
established by the Archbishop of Canterbury and working under the aegis of 
the British Council of Churches, 


This committee!s primary task is to ensure the representation of 
the Churches and of religion wherever the Festival is being celebrated. The 
Festival will open on May 3rd with a service of dedication in St, Paul's Ca= 
thedral, The King and Queen, members of the Royal Family, leaders of the 
nation and representatives of many walks of life will be present, After the 
service the King will broadcast to the world from the steps of St, Paul's 
declaring the Festival opens 


Certain services in connection with the Festival are being arranged 
jointly by all the Churches, There will, for example, be a united open air 
rally in Hyde Park on Saturday, May 19, attended by the Archbishop of Cantere 
bury, at which the address will be given by a Methodist preachers On Whitsunday 
afternoon, May 13, visitors will have an opportunity of attending an ecumen- 
ical service of Christian witness in Westminster Abbey, amd united services 
are being arranged in the Festival Gardens, Battersea Park, 


The church of Ste John, Waterloo Road, almost opposite one of the 
entrances to the South Bank Exhibition, has been designated the Festival Church, 
St. John's was bombed during the war and has now been restored and refurnished. 
In it daily services will be held; and lunchtime addresses will be given by 
speakers of all denominations, including prominmt laymen, In the evenings 
the church will be used for a variety of services; sacred concerts, religious 
plays, missionary addresses, and lectures. and on each Saturday evening for 
a popular hymm~singing service to be arranged ny the different Christian 
denominations. 


The Royal Festival Concert Hall, the most modern building of its 
kind in the country, has been placed at the disposal of the Churches on the 
first ten Sunday afternoons of the Festival season, and the preachers who have 
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been invited to give addresses include the Bishop of Croydon, Dro Zric Baker 
(Methodist), Dre MeE, Aubrey (Baptist), Dre Leslie Eo Ccoke (Congregationalist) , 
Dre Robert Scott (Presbyterian). General Orsbern (Salvation Army), and Fro 

Ste John Groser (Anglican). The closing service on September 30 will be con~ 
ducted by the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Moderatozx cf the Free Church 
Federal vouncil, 


hiusics Two musical programmes will be given at the Albert Hall - 
a festival of church music arranged by the Royal School of Church liusic on 
June 20, and a Festival Concert by the Free Church Choir Union cn June 23. 


Exhibitionss There will be a number of special exhibitions de- 
voted to religious subjects, including one in the crypt of St. Paul's arranged 
by the British and Foreign Bible Society in conjunction with the Conference 
of British Missionary Societies, to illustrate the influence of the Church 
and Bible on the life of the nation: one at Lambeth Palace on contemporary 
church craftsmanship, and one on religious books at Sion College. Central 
Hall, Westminster, will be used during September for an exhibition to be 
arranged by the World's Evangelical Alliance; other societies and organisa» 
tions arranging displays include the Wesleyans, the Society for the Propagz-- 
tion of the Gospel, the Baptist Commonwealth and Colonial Society and the 
Boys! Brigade, A series of lectures on missions will be given in Ste Martin- 
in=the-Fields» 


Religious Dramas During llay and June, the Religious Drama Society 
will arrange a programme of drama in the Festival Church. and has arranged for 
a touring company to visit other parts of Britain. 


Conferencess Among congresses and special meetings arranged during 
the period of the Festival are the Methodist Ecumenical Conference, the Bap~ 
tist Commonwealth Congress, the 250th anniversary celebrations of the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel, the British Conferense of Christian Youth 
at Bangor, and the World Council of Churches! Youth Camp at Deptford. 

BoPed, Geneva 


GoRMANY Community of ‘Jorship and 


eaaviceapnatensiietihoahier Yaa” 


Aut cnony — of liember Churches 


(Berlin):-» The General Synod cf the Evangelical Church of the 

OK Prussian Synod at its Berlin~Spandau meeting approved the establishment of 
a new constitution enabling a greater degrse of autonomy for the Union's mem- 
ber Churches, Berlin: Brandenburg, Saxony-Anhalt, Pomerania, Silesia, Rhineland 
and Vestphalia, while assuring the unity of the whele Church. Thereby members 
of all confessions adhering to the Evangelical Church in Germany are admitted 
to the Comaunion and subject to the ordinary ruies of Church discipline, In 
furtherance of community aming member Churches provision is made for regular 
visiting and interchange of clergy and church officiais and a common form sf 
divine service is being sought. E.P.5. Geneva 
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GER: ANY Ok Prussian Synod urges 
East~ West t liediation 


(Berlin):~ At the close of its specially summoned session at 
Berlin-Spandau the General Synod of the Evangelical Church of the Old Pruss- 
jan Synod passed a resolution uring the Church leadership "in view of the need 
and danger arising out of the division of our nation in two forms of State 
government and two spheres of power, to appoint a committee for exam:nation. 
of the question as to what practical help the Church can give towards restora 
tion of the unity of the nation with safeguard for truth, liberty and justice." 

BePoS, Geneva 


World‘s Alliance of Y,M.C.A.'s 


"World Comminqué", bi-monthly publication of the World's Alliance 
of Y.1!.CeA.'s, in a special World Review Number for February, speaks of facts 
and plans which prove how the Y.1i.C,A.'s are rooted deeply in many countries 
and link togetha’ men of various nations and areas, The Y.i.C.A.'s of Canada, 
the U.S.A,, Australia, Italy and the Ne!;ierlands will celebrate their Centen~ 
ary during 1951. The two North-American movements plan a joint Centenzry 
Convention next June at Cleveland and anticipate 200 overseas representatives 
among the 5000 delegates, 


British Y.j'.U,A.'s are planning extensive services to welcome 
Overseas visitors at the 1951 Festival of Britain, The British Coumcil of 
Churches plans a Conference of Christian Youth to include 70 .)..C.A, delegates,in 
August 1951. National movements support a total of 221 overseas representat- 
ives; U.S.A», Canada, Great Britain, Denmark, Egypt, France, Norway, the 
Netherlands and Sweden are the sending countries. 


The Y.M.C.A.'s are at work in 51 of 87 States recognised by the 
United Nations and in 24 of the non self-governing territories, There are 
3,600,000 members of some 10,000 Associations in 75 countries, The extent 
of Y.1i.C.A.-Church Cooperation is indicated by the fact that in 1950 the 
Churches of the U.S.A, and Canada gave $80,000 to support Y.M.U.A, World's 
Alliance Emergency Services to Refugees and Displaced Persons. American Church 
gifts for Y.'.C.A, Prisoner of War and Displaced Persons Work from 1940-1950 


_ totals $1,500,000. BePece GuNLVA 
GORLANY Saxon Church on World Peace i.ovement 


The governing bedy of the Evangelical Ghureh in the ecclesiastical 
province of Saxony has stated its attitude to the international peace movement 
(Stockholm Peace lianifesto) in the following wmequivocal terms. 


Beginning by declaring, "There is no question but that the Church 
prays for peace on earth, and is contributing towards bringing this about by 
the service of preaching, pastoral care and charitable work which it is calkd 
on to perform," it goes on to ask whether the peace that is effected by the 

spirit of Christ “is identical or reconcilable with the peace which the World 
. Peace ..ovement is seeking to wring forth or to enforce,* The latter bases 
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its claim "to the co-operation of all men on the Christmas Gospel imessage 
(Luke 2,xiv), which it quotes in the Vulgate version, 'seces among men of 
good will,'" 


It is going, continues the statement, "on the model of the Soviet 
Union, the way of the Marxist policy of peace." According to the views of 
economic-h:storical mate ialism, "the cause of all wars lies in the capitalist 
and/or imperialist system," which must of necessity "lead to imper:al:st wars 
and crises." The Peace Movement. on the other hand, teaches mankind "the 
royal road to a society without crisis or war," ioe. "through Sozialism as 
understood by Marxism; Leninism, Stalinism," The first means to the attain~ 
ing of this end "is the transformation cf imperialist war into civil warose 
to put a stop as quickly as possible to international murder,.s and bring 
about a democratic and lasting peaceg" 


The question asked by many Christians "who for the sake of their 
faith cannot subscribe to the doctrine of war and peace," yet are afraid of 
being "forced to take active part in a revolutionary war," because "by Marx- 
ist teaching it does only serve for the liberation of a people, and never for 
oppression," is answered by referring them to the message issued by the Evang: 
elical Church in Germany "What can the Church do for Peace?" (see EPS NoolT7, 
1950), and by a plea to the Provincial Government "to safeguard by its con~ 
stitution those who for conscience‘s sake refuse to do military service," 


The Church leaders "deplore the fact that in the German Democratic 
Republic rejection of the Marxist peace policy from Christian religious con- 
viction is not respected and tolerated, but libelled as warmongeringso" 


They go on to say; "We see in the fanaticism of the World Peace 
liovement a faith in the redemption of the world witout God and without Christ, 
through scientific Socialism. Its methods of revolutionary class struggle 
and war we regard as irreconcilable with the Divine commandment to love. 
Its hope to create by its om virtue a state of affairs where there vill be 
no more crises, no more wars, no more misery, is in our eyes a political 
sentimentality playing on people‘s religious feelings." For this reason "the 
administrative body of this Church declines all co-operation with the organ: 
ised Peace liovement, and will wrk unceasingly to inform the clergy and par- 
ishes under its governance of the real aims and methods of the lar::ist peace 
policy, to help them attain, on the basis of the Word of God, to a genuine 
conviction and conscientious decision of their om on this question, and to 
counsel them concerning the incessant demands levelled at them by the Govern- 
ment and by the political parties and democratic mass organisations." 

Eee, Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Presbyterians and Ecumenical Policy 


The Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., 
meeting at Buck Hill Falls cited fuller participation in the ecwnenical move- 
ment as one strategy through which the Church must face up to the present 
world crisis. 


One of the most complete sections of a document which came out of the 
consultation, attended also by field administrators from all areas of the 
world where the Church has missions, dealt with Ecumenical Imperatives. Among 
these were: 


Participate more fully in all ecumenical associations, especially in 
the World Council of Churches, the International Missionary Council, the Nation- 
al Council of Churches and the Student Volunteer } ovement. 


: Approach the I.M.C, to initiate at once a study which shall be under- 
taken in all fields conserning major conditions of injustice and other factors 
which contribute to the depression of the people's life, to the breaking of 
hope, to attitudes of despair and hatred toward those responsible for those 

. conditions or who profit by their continuance. The objective of this study 
 ) should be to determine how the Church in every land may more eifectively exert 
its influence toward the eventual removal of such injustice. 


Suggest the development of a united and intensive approach at once in 
selected areas overseas where there may be a rapidly enlarged and unified de~= 
ie monstration of Christian community serviceso 


{ Consider plans for presenting this crisis strategy to American commun- 
ities on an interdenominational basis in cooperation with the Foreign Division 
of the National Council of Churches. 
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Answer the call from Indonesia: Upon the intiation of the I.:..C, and 
in pursuance of the request of the Uhurch in Indonesia, send greatly needed 
funds and persornel = released primarily from the programme in China. 


A world-wide prayer fellowship with missions and their r:lated Churches 
is to be developed by sending to all fields a monthly prayer fellowship letter 
including suggestions for united prayer; this letter will be prepared each 
month by a different Christian comamity across the world, 

Special attention was given to China: it was agreed that contact must 
be kept with the Church, Christian institutions and individual Chinese Christe 
ians as long as in any way possible, giving full backing to those missionaries 
who decided to remain, 


Also stressed was: continuing emphasis on the recruitment and training 
of missionary persorrel for "the vast areas of the world still accessible", 
particularly "fringe countries" where time may be limited. E.P.S, Geneva 


GREAT BRIVAIN Opera on "This Pilgrim's Progress" 
During the Festival of Britain celebrations in London (see EPS No. 9) 

there is to be the world premier of a new opera by the English composer Dr. 

Ralph Vaughan Williams, based upon John Brnyan's "The Pilgrim's Progress", 

The first performance will be on April 26, with subsequent performances, seven 

in all, during May and June, 


In the composer's own opinion this is not an opera but a Morality founded 


upon "The Pilgrim 's Progress", E.P.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Archbishop of York on "Is it Peace?" 


Addressing a meeting in London organised by the International Depart-— 
ment of the British Council of Churches, the Archbishop of York, Dr. vyril 
Garbett, pointed out:- "If in this imperfect world a nation said it would 
never under any circumstances resist violence it would be encouraging its 
would—be aggressors to despoil it of its possessions and deprive it of its 
freedom. What can the Christian do?... The planes, guns and tanks will only 
be used and the armies set in motion by the decisicn of a small handful of 
men, It is the human factor and not the machine which is decisive. ‘/hen we 
pray we are not praying so much that the peoples of the world may long for 
peace, for they long for it already... but that this small group of men, dic- 
tators and statesmen in all parts of the world, may be led by God into the way 
of peace... Whenever there is an international cr national crisis there are 
many who at once call for a day of national prayer, Sometimes it is right that 
such a day should be held; but in my opinion only very rarely. Days of prayer 
should not be a substitute fer the regular, faithful, persistent prayers of 
millions. On both sides sf the Iron Curtain Christians snould be united in 
this continuous prayer for peaceso". 


The Archbishop further urged enccuragement for all attempts at nego- 
tiation, and for all attempts to “penetrate the Iron Curtain of ignorance and 
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misunderstanding which now divides the world, We must somehow bring home to 
the Russian people that their fears are groundless and that the people of the 
West have only goodwill towards them," 


The Archbishop defined three conditions which the Christian should 
attach to rearmament. "It must never be used for purposes of aggressions.. 
As no nation is an impartial judge in its own cause, no nation should enter 
into war unless it has behind it the approval and support of the United Na- 
tions Or:anisation,..., Rearmament must never be treated as a substitute for 
negotiation; rather it is intended to make negotiation possible and on more 


equal terms," E.P.S. Geneva 
KOREA Bi-Lingual Hymnal issued in Korea 


A bi-lingual hymnal for use in joint worship services by American 
and Korean troops has been issued by the United Nations Command in Korea, 


The hymnal, containing familiar Christian hymns, has the korean text 
On one page and English on the otrer, 


In a preface to the hymnal, General MacArthur declared according to 
Religious News Service, New York: "No race or nation or creed can claim the 
authors and composers of these hymns, for here is the language of unshackled 
spirits, the voice of God's freemen in the sanctuary." 


"Hymnody constitutes an important part of our religious heritage", 
he added, "and reflects the struggle of mankind for the freedom of mind and 
body and spirit." 


Copies of the hymnal were distributed to chaplains in Korea with the 
suggestion; that they invite South Korea Christians to share all services of 


worship. E.P.S. Geneva 
CANADA Church Extension Drive 


(Toronto):— Construction of 150 new churches and 50 new manses across 
the country by the United Church of Canada is being aided by an extension fund 
campaign for $1,500,000. ; 


The fund is to be raised in cities where new places of wrship are 
urgently nezded. These include Halifax, N.S.; Moncton, N.B.; Montreal, Que.; 
Ottawa, Ont.; Toronto, Ont.; Hamilton, Ont.; London, Ont.; Winnipeg, Mano; 
Regina, Sask.; Saskatoon, Sask.; Calgary, Alwa., and Vancouver, B,C, 


Church leaders said that Canada's growth in population from 11,500,000 
to 14,0 0,000 in the last ten years has made th: construction programme essent- 
jal, The arrival in Canada of 400,000 irmigrants since the war also. indtifeas= 
ed th great opportunity facing the Church, B.P.S. Geneva 


“ 
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GERMANY Training of a new Gensration of Clergy 


(Berlin):- The number of regular students of the Winter term 1950-51 
at the Evangelical Church Training College at Berlin-Zehlendorf, the onl: 
theological instruction centre of its kind in the region cf Berlin and of the 
German Democratic Republic (eastern zone) , showed an increase from 60 to 419 
in addition to 22 guest students attending particular lecture courses. As the 
report presented to the Synod of the =vanrelical. Church of Berlin-Brandenburg 
points out, the College, which is the fourth largest theological training centre 
in Germany, derives its inspiration and purpose from the struggle of the "Con 
fessing Church" movement for the full proclamation of the Gospel. 


Thus the "universal study curriculum" of the College provides enlarge- 
ment of general education, much needed in several aspects. Alli students are 
required to take, besides theology and languages, non~theological subjects in 
the context of a so-calied "philosophical year of study", Those students who 
lack knowledge of more than one ancient language are seconded for linguistic 
studies at special language colleges which are being set up as preparatory 
training centres for theologicai study in the areas of all the larger regional 
Evangelical Churches. 


A close liaison is maintained between the Evangelical Church Training 
College and the theological faculties of the universities, Various lecturers 
at the Humboldt University in the Unter den Linden (Berlin east sector) also 
lecture at the College. Ecumenical. vid ters have helped to link the Uollege 
with wider circles of the Churches and of the universities. The College pro- 
vided a training centre for the younger generation not only of the Church of 
Berlin«Brandenburg but also of other churches in the realm of the German Demo- 


cratic Republic. E.P.S. Geneva 
INDONES TA Bible Society Information 


The setting up of an "Inionesian Bible Society in Formation" is expected 
shortly. This will have a local committee, and will be responsible for the 
distribution of Soriptures within and through the Christian Churches in Indo- 
nesia. For the present, other aspects of the wrk, translation, publication 
and distribution in non-Christian areas, will remain under the control of the 
Netherlands Bible Society, in consultation with the contributing Societies, 
namely. the British and Foreign Bible Scciety and the National Bible Socicty 
of Scotland. It is hoped eventually to have a full» grown Indonesian Bible 


Society with much wider responsibilities, E.P.S5. Gensva 
YUGOSLAVIA Federatica formed by Lutheran Church Groups 


A federation 2f the fows Lutheran Church groups in Yugoslavia has been 
organised. 


Representatives of the Hungarian, Slovak, Croatian and Slovenian (Wend- 
ish) Lutherans met on February 1 in the first official meeting of the Lut’&srans 
in Yugoslavia since before World War Ii. Host congregation was a Lutheran 
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Church at Kovacica in the Banat District of the Province of Vojvodina, part 

of the Republic of Serbia, This Church has more than 5,000 members - the 

1950 confirmation class included 82 children + but it has no pastor at presént, 
since the pastor left for his homeland, Czechoslovakia, to join his children, 


Present at the sessions were a few Serbian Orthodox priests as well as 
Dr. Smiljanic, President of the Commission for Religious Affairs in Belgrade 
and Vice-president of the Presidium of the Republik of Serbia. 


Bishop Samuel Starke of the Slovak Lutheran Church was elected honovury 
President of the new federation, with the Rev. Juro Strubarik, also of the Slov- 
ak Church, as President, 


In addition to making plans for bringing about closer cooperation and 
fellowship among the groups in Yugoslavia, the federation declared its intention 
of applying for membership in the Lutheran World Federation, This move was 
suggested to the Yugoslav Lutherans when three American Lutherans, Dr, Franklin 
C. Fry, Dr. Paul C. Empie und Dre P.O. Bersell, visited them last summer. 


The four Lutheran groups have a membership of about 150,000, or 70 per 


cent of the Protestants in Yugoslavia. E.P.S, Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA The Churches facing Race Problems 


At the meeting of the third annual conference of the Interdenomination- 
al African Ministers* Federation of South Africa in Port Elizabeth, the Pre— 
sident of the Federation, the Rev. AsLeMnCube, of the Methodist vhurch of 
Grahamstown, gave an address published in "The fouth African Outlook" of 
February 1, 1951, from which we quote the following: 


"South Africa, the land of our biruh, is fighting tooth and nail against 
fellowship of any kind between the Christians of di*ferent racial groups", 
said the Rev, A.Le Mncube, "So many walls have been erected and are still 
being erected around different racial groups that it is almost a crime to be 
seen in a spirit of fraternity with other racial groups... It is almost 
impossible to see the vision of St, Paul of a community at peace with each 
other, a community where there is neither Greek nor Jew, barbarian nor Scythian, 
bond nor free. In its place we see the laws such as the Group Areas Act, Sup-— 
pression of Communists Act, and the striking off from the common roll of the 
Coloured voterers 


"Tt is here that ministers of different denominations should come. in 
and lead the nation to safetyoes,. 


"The African National Congress suggest unity and fellowship by creating 
a purely African National Church, a Church not born of any vital principle of 
spiritual power, a Church with no vestige of spiritual originality in it... 
The way open to this Church tells us that unity will never be achieved by 
creating a Church on the foundation of division and hatreds What would 
happen is that the distance between the Europeans and the Africans would be 
widened and that the Africans out of touch with European thought would compro- 
mise with heathenism, Such a Church would be more African than Christian, 
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"Let us therefore as ministers of different denominations come back 
to the fundamentals... Christ started by gathering together the members of 
His Church and bound them to Himself and then to one another... The Church 
was once one and had the beauty of mity. There were divisions and heresies, 
but not of a character to prevent fellowship, The Apostolic Government was 
one and the Faithful were one - Rome, Corinth, Ephesus, Antioch and Jerusalem 
were in intimate fellowship: 'See how these Christians love one another', 
was what the heathen said when he saw th- charity which broke the barriers of 
race, class and sex. This unity had a compelling force on the outside world. 
This unity we have lost today... This lack of fellowship is the most serious 
hurt to the Church's witness to the world. So the very first thing we should 
do is to encourage the spirit of fellowship and of outward and inner unity» 
One step we can take at once. We can linc up all the armies in battle array 
against intemperance, immorality, and corruption as a united inter-racial 
Christian ammyoee and get rid of all such social prejudices as still disfigure 
that common brotherhood we have in Christ..." 


The Conference then discussed the rapid increase of African sects and 
made a resolution to be sent to the African Ministers Federation to elect a 
research committee to find out means to stop this increase of divisions, The 
tragic thing about these sects was that they are caused by any of the follow- 
ing: racialism, aspiring for power, insubordination, and a hope to make wealthe 
To most of the adherents of these sects the central figure is not Christ but 


their particular leader. E.P.S. Geneva 
GERMANY Ecumenical Study Conference in Gorlitz 


At an ecumenical study conference held in Goérlitz, in the Eastern Zone, 
the following resolution was drawn up defining the nature and substance of the 
meeting: 


"We, brothers and sisters of various Evangelical confessions, invited 
from Upper Lusatia and Nevumark—Lower Lusatia to the second ecumenical study 
conference, have discussed the questions raised in the new ecumenical exegesis, 
the ‘concerns of the responsible society! formulated in Geneva, and, with 
particular interest, the theme 'The Apostolic Office and the Living Congrega- 
tion,' upon reports by Pastor Winterhager and Funke. 


We would thank the Evan:elical Bishop of Berlin and the Berlin Super— 
intendent of the Methodist Church, the two presidents of the Ecumenical Com- 
mittee in the Eastern Zone, for the communication which they gave us with the 
developments and trends of thought in the Christian world, And we would ask 
that this communication be further extended on behalf of our districts, by 
means of lectures and correspondence, and our co-operation at the world church 
sonference in Lund be guaranteed by the presence there of our representative 


here." E.P.S, Geneva 
GREECE Ste Paul's Celebrations 


The Orthodox Church of Greece has invited church leaders from many 
countries to take part in St. Paul's celebrations to be held from June'15 to 
30 in commemoration of the Apostle's arrival in Greece, 1900 years ago. 

E.P.S, Geneva 
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U.S.S Re The Rising Generation of Priests 


. Of the 184 pupils at the Clerical Academy and the Theological Seminary 
of lioscow, reports issue No. 11 of the Moscow Patriarchate Periodical, a total 
of 43 completed their studies in the second half of 1950, six in the Academy 
and 37 in the Seminary. 


At. the same date, out of the 172 theological students in Leningrad 
7 left the Academy there and 14 the Seminary, with the certificate of departure 
which enables them to take up service in the Russian Orthodox Church. 


In his address to the assembled theological staff and student body of 
Leningrad, Metropolitan Gregory stated, 


"By entering our college, you have publicly shown that you desire to 
serve Christ, to bring the light of Uhristian instruction to the masses and to 
care for them in the Church. You thereby shoulder the task of furthering the 
cause of Christ and the work of the Apostles, that is, to be the light of the 
world and the salt of the earth, to lay the moral basis of Christ's teaching in 
the hearts of men, and to warm them with the flame of Gospel love and the purity 
of the full and complete Gospel, 


"That can be achieved only by the personal example of each one of you 
in his way of life, This personal example is the source of power for your 
pastoral preaching, your prisstly Rerviiee, your vocation to the priesthood, 


7 


"Whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the 


kingdom of heaven! (Matt. 5, xix)." E.P.S. Geneva 
SWITZERLAND The Old Catholic Church 


and the Assumption 


In his pastoral letter for Lent 1951, Bishop Kiiry of the Old Catholic 
Church of Switzerland comments on the Declaration issued hy the Old Catholic 
episcopate on the new dogma of the Assumption (see EPS Now 2). The letter 
refutes the dogma, and defines the veneration paid by the Old Catholic Church 


to the Mether of our Lord. E.P.S, Geneva 
FRANCE CIMADE Ecumenical Training Courses 


The historical development of CIMADE (Comité Inter-Mouvements Auprés 
des Evacués), and its ever~strengthening bond with the World Council of 
Churches and the Churches of other countries, have caused it to recruit its 
team—workers almost as much abroad as in France, and in very widely-varying 
Churches. This is one of its special characteristics, md one of its greatest 
riches. 


CIMADE's evangelistic work is done in circles where respect for the 
ecumenical ideal is a necessity - refugees, German students aid workmen in 
Ludwi gshafen, "cultural" posts, French areas indifferent or heathen. 


Impelled by an inner and organic need, CIMADE has now started ecumenical 
training courses, the first of which was held in 1949, in Loriol, and the most 


*) i.e. the commandments of God 


wv. 
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recent, in 1950, in Le Rocheton, Those taking part represented the following 
nationalities and Churches: Americans 1, Belgians 4, Bulgarians 1, Dutch 1, 
French 14, Germans “%, Roumanians 6, Russians 1, Swedes 1, Swiss 25 Reformed 
20, Orthodox 9, Lutherans 6, Bible study was taken by representatives of ° 
the five big Churches, Anglican, Catholic, Lutheran, Orthodox and Reformed. 
Qu-stions studied dealt with the priestly ministry and with intverco:munion. 
It was striking to note that there was never, during the study periods and 
discussions, any tendency either tc polemics or to compromise. E.P.S, Geneva 


NEW L.F.W,. Publications 


Since the foundation, in Lund in 1947 of the Lutheran World Federation, 
in continuation of the 25 years! preparatory work of the Lutheran World Con- 
vention, and today embracing 42 Churches in 22 countries, tle need has been 
increasingly evident for a permanent bulletin concerning Lutheranism in the 
world, its achievements and its tasks. For this reason, an illustrated period-— 
ical in German, entitled "Lutherische Rundschau" (Lutheran Review), is now 
being issued, with the Executive Secretary of the L.W,F,, Dre S.C. liichelfel- 
der, as Director, and Dr. Herman Ullmann as Editor. 


The first number carries contributions from Dr. Anders Nygren, Bishop 
of Lund, and President of the Lutheran World Federation; Dr, Hans Meisery 
Bishop of Bavaria; Dr. Hanns Lilje, Bishop of Hanover; Dr. Franklin C. Fry, 
President of the United Lutheran Church in America; Bishop Eivind Berggrav, 
of Norway, and others, Sample issues are obtainable free of cha ge from the 
permanent National Committees of the Lutheran World Federation, or from the 
Executive Secretariat, 17 route de Mdiagnou, Geneva. 


In preparation for the 1°°° assembly in Hanover, the Secretariat 


of the Lutheran World Federation has issued a revised edition of the hand= 
book (in English) listing L.W.F. commissions and committees, The new edition is 
much more comprehensive than the old, and contains not only a plan and des- 
cription of the Federation's organisation, but details concerning tle various 
aspects of its work, and of the six sections which are preparing for the con—- 
ference of 1952. In addition, it gives a list of member Churches, and the 
names and addresses of the members of the international commissions. 

EeP.S. Geneva 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA Orthodox Church in the Air 


Bach Sunday at 9 aem. an Orthodox service is being broadcast by the 
station either of Koshitza or of Priashef, 


This “happy news'' is announced, says the official publication of 
the Orthodox Church in Czechoslovakia, "Svet Pravoslavia" (The Light of 
Orthodoxy), in its February issue, "to all those who are living far away 
from any Orthodox centre, and are therefore unable to attend Sunday ser= 
vices personally," EeP.S. Geneva 


ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


17, ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA 
TEL. 543 33 (67130) Telegr.: “ OIKUMENE GENEVA" 


under the auspices of 


the WORLD COUNCIL of CHURCHES 
the INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL 
the WORLD’S ALLIANCE of YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
the WORLD'S YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 
the WORLD’S STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION 
the WORLD COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
the UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES 


SS ELSinND 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the Churches 
and Christian movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 


No, 11 Eighteenth Year : March 16, 1951 
NEW ZEALAND Christian Approach to the Jews 
NEW ZEALAND Christian Approach to the Jews 


In an endeavour to implement the Amsterdam Assembly's resolutions on 
the Christian approach to the Jews, the National Missionary Council of New 
Zealand recently held a two~day conference at which Jewish problems were dis-— 
cussed, with particular reference to the situation in New Zealand. 


Two papers were read by the Rev. Professor George A. Knight who has 
bp worked for the Church of Scotland's Mission to the Jews in Hungary. Profes- 
sor Knight outlined the history of the Jews over the last two thousand years, 
and related their various problems today to facts of their past history, facts 
for which Christians must take no small share of the responsibility. 


During the conference, the National Missionary Council held its annual 
meeting at which it adopted a number of resolutions relative to the Jews, The 
main import of these resolutions was as follows: 

1. The National Missionary Council of New Zealand accepts the Amsterdam 
statements on the Jews, and proposes to do its best to implement those state— 
ments in New Zealand, 


2. To that end, the Council calls its constituent Churches 
to institute a definite campaign of education about the Jew, in order 
that anti-Semitism, the virulent disease found in parts of Europe and America, 


may not take root in New Zealand; 


to make the Christian approach to the Jews an active concern of the 
Churches, and so to include the Jews in all programmes of evancelisation; 


in line with the policy being followed in other parts of the world, not 
to pass by the Jew because he is different, nor to single him out for special 
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ministry, but to include him in the normal ministry ef the local parish or 
church, 


There are nearly five thousand Jews in New Zealand. E.P.o. Geneva 
UNITED STATES New Executive of Japan University Foundation 


Electicn of Dr. Stanley I. Stuber as sxecutive Secretary of the Japan 
Int-rnational Christian University Foundation (see EPS No. 13,1950) has been 
announced. As chief executive officer of the Foundation he will start his 
responsibilities with the concerted appeal to be made in churches and local 
communities throughout the U.S.A, on April 20 to May 6. This will be part 
of a campaign to raise $10,000,000 to complete the wniiversity, for which a 
campus site and two buildings have already been secured near Tokyoe 


As Secretary for Promotion of Church World Service, Dr. Stuber has had 
responsibility for the interdenominational appeal cf One Great Time of Shar- 
ing, for overseas relief, which w1l come to a climax Easter week. 


Dr. Stuber was elected executive head to fill the post left vacant by 


the recent death of Dr. Ralph E. Diffendorfer, HePeoe Geneva 
INDIA Centenary of "The Guardian" 


On Mareh 7, 1951 "The Guare“an", the well~known Christian weekly, has 
completed one hundred years of service. On that day a publi> meeting was 
held in ijiadras at which the Rt; Revs AsMe Hollis, Bishop of Madras, and 
Moderator of the Church of South India, Professor Chandran Devanesan and Sri 
Ke Bashyam were the speakers, 


Of the origins of the paper George Bowen, the first and famous editor 
of the "Bombay Guardian" wrote in his Reminiscences: "In the latter part of 
1850 some members of the Bombay liissionary Conference began to arrange for 
the publication of a weekly religious paper, and on the 7th of March 1851, 
the first number of the 'Bombay Guardian! appeared", In January 1932 the 
Guardian was transferred from Bombay to Madras. The purpose of this Christ— 
ian paper is to enter fully into the public affairs of the country to endeav— 


our to state the Christian point of views E.P.o. Geneva 
UNITED STATES ; Visitors from shurches in Korea 


Arriving in New York (February 27) for consultation with Church offi- 
cials is a deputation from the Protestant Churches of Korea, consisting of 
the Rev. Kyung-Chik-—llan, Pastor of the Young Nak (bethany) Presbyterian Church 
of Seoul and Acting Bishop Hyungka J» Lew, of the Korea Methodist Church, 
The Rev. Han is Chairman cf the Fmergency Committee of the National Christian 
Council of Korea, and the Rev, Lew has been active in interdenominational 
wrke 


Dr. Han, who headed the largest refugee Church in Seoul, said that there 
are now 4,500,0'0 refugees in South Korea — some in about 120 refugee camps, 
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others on nearby islands. On Uheju there are about 100,0(« refugees, in- 
cluding some 12,00: Christians and 1,200 orphans; on Kojay another 100,(®0 
of whom about 3,000 are Christian, and on the small island of Kaduk there 
are nine orphanages and some 300 Korea clergymen and their families. 
EoP.S. Geneva 


JAPAN Latest Church News 


Visiting inmates of Japanese prisons was for a period a privilege 
not accorded to Christian ministers. Since the end of World War II, Christian 
ministers have carried on an active campaign of evan elism and counselling in 
Japanese jails, Requests came from prisoners for guidance after their dis- 
charge, and accordingly a pilot project, a home for ex-convicts, has been start- 
ed in Osaka, Another is planned for Tokyo, 


ois Saw eis 


The Interboard Committee has purchased from one of the oldest Buddhist 
temples in Japan a beatiful building in the heart of Tokyo, formerly a Buddhist 
hostel. It is now a hostel for Christian missionaries, called the Interboard 
Mission Houses 


tasty gia us 


The Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) has been conducting a “laymen's 
evangelism school", meeting one evening a week for two and half months, in 
Tokyo. It is planned to hold similar schools in many areas of the coumtry, 

Balece Geneva 


Follow-Up Toronto Conference 
on Christian Education 


Findings of Christian experts on religious education from countries 
around the world is now being shared through a series of reports from the 
World Institute on Christian Education, held in Toronto, Canada, last summer. 


The Institute was held from July 22 to August 9, 1950, under the auspi- 
ces of the World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Associations 
Special Commissions of the participating experts dealt with the Christian edu- 


Cation of children, youth and adults; Christian education in the ome, church 


and school; curriculum preparation for service; audio-visual aids; the Bible 
in Christian education; purposes and principles of Vhristian eduzation and de- 
riomtrmtional and inter-denominational services, Reports of their findings 

are now being mailed to the officers of the constituent units of the Council 
in all parts of the world, for implementation in their programmes, 


These reports are not official documents of the Council, but are in- 
formal summaries of the work of twelve Commissions of the Institute, which 
had as one of its proclaimed purposes "to assemble information and to pre- 
pare manuscripts which, with further editing after the Toronto mestings, may 
become resources for leaders of Christian education in all comtries." 
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The reports were edited by Dean-Emeritus Luther A. Weigle, of Yale 
University Divinity School and the Rev, Wilfred Doidge, Secretary of the 
Youth Department of the Methodist Church of England, and the staff of the New 
York Office, under the leadership of Dr, Forrest L. Knapp, General Secretarys 
It is expected that "the reports will be used by leaders of interdenominational 
Christian education programmes in various countries for study and will sérve 
as stimulus to the intensification and extension of Christian education", 

E.P.S. Geneva 


Meeting of the World Presbyterian Alliance 


The Western Section of the Alliance of the Reformed Churches through- 
out the World holding the Presbyterian system (World Presbyterian Alliance) 
held its annual meeting at Buck Hill Falls, Pa., from February 13-15, 1951, 
under the chairmanship of Dr. John Newton Thomas cf Richmond, Vao 


Dre Hot, Thompson of Richmond, Vase, addressed the section on "The 
Place of the Presbyterian Alliance in Relation to the Ecumenical Ideal" (sub- 
title, "A Practical Programme for the Western Section"), and the Executive 
Secretary of the Alliance, Dro M. Pradervand of Geneva, reported on "The 
Reformed Churches of Europe". 


Among the recommendations accepted by the meeting it was decided "that 
the Alliance should undertake a more positive practical programme for promot— 
ing Reformed and Presbyterian solidarity within the framework of the whole 
ecumenical movement". It was further decided that "in view of the plight of 
our beleaguered brethren of the Reformed Churches of Europe, and the fact 
that they are not receiving all the funds required for their needs, and which 
the Churches of the Western Section should make available for them, we urge 


* our constituent denominations to explore ways of channelling funds to insure 


that they reach these Reformed Churches. o,o" 
New Versions of the Bible 


Jepan:— In June 1949, at a Conference of the Japan Christian Litera- 
ture Society — of which the Japan Bible Society is a member - it was resolved 
to uncertake a new translation of the Japanese Bible into Kogotai (colloque 
ial or modern Japanese), A Revision Committee in Tokyo is engaged in this 
Mission at the present time, The work is being subsidised by the British’ 
and Foreign Bible Society, in conjunction with the American Bible Society. 
The present version of the Japanese Bible dates from 1887 and its text is 
in classical Japaneses 


Korea:+ Mr. J,C.F. Robertson, Secretary to the British and Foreign 
Bible Society in Korea, will take up his residence in Tokyo in the near 
future. The opening cf the Korea hostilities caught Mr. Robertson in Tokyo 
on a mission connected with the production of the Korea Bible in Hankul (a 
revised system of orthography). During the war the Bible House in Seoul 
was destroyed as well as the stock of Scriptures, with the exception of a 
manuscript of the Hankul Bible (see EPS Noe 39, 1950). Mr. Yung Ben Im, the 
Korean Bible Society secretary, is in Pusan where he is endeavouring to estab- 
lish a new depot of the Korean Scriptures, The work on the new Hankul text 
Will go one 


— "a 
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Brazili- The Portuguese-Brazilian d'!Almeida version of the Bible is 
being revised for Brazil and its text msdernised, A Revision Committee of 
the Brazil Bible Society is at work in Rio de Janeiro for the purpose of 
carrying out this task, The wrk will probably take about five years, The 
British and Foreign Bible Society is making contributions towards it. 


Gold Coast:- The British and Foreign Bible Society are planning to 
present a specially—bound copy of the Fanti Bible to the new Parliament in 
Accra, At the initial session of the newly-elected Parliament more than 
75% of the members wished to take the Oath on the Bible. This is encouraging 


from a country which is largely Moslem, E.P.o. Geneva 
FRAN CE General Assembly of Army Vhaplains 


On February 13 and 14, the Protestant army chaplains of Paris and 
suburbs held their annual assembly in Paris, Pastor Marc Boegner, President 
of the Protestant Federation of France, who has long made it his particular 
care to support the Corps of Chaplains, talked to the chaplains for some con— 
siderable time, Discussions dealt with working methods and means, results 
obtained and opportunities for action, 


After the meeting, the Protestant chaplains met their Catholic colleag- 
ues, whose congress was being held in Paris at the same time. 2.P.5. Geneva 


G2RMANY is Germany a Christian Nation? 
A General Interrogatory 


The Protestant weekly "Die Kirche", published under the auspices of 
the Evangelical Bishop of Berlin, Dr. Dibelius, furnishes in its issue No. 13 
for this year an account of two questionnaire campaigns carried out one in 
Wiesbaden, by the Popular Psychology Researsh Ventre, dealing with the quest— 
ion "Do you believe in the Christmas message that Jesus, the Son of God, 
became man to redeem mankind?" and the other in Allensbach, by the Institute 
of Demoscopy, asking dmply, "Do you believe in God?" 


Of those asked, 62% answered the Wiesbaden question in the affirmative, 
and 78% the Allensbach one. 37.5% of the affirmative responses came from the 
Catholic side and 25% from the Evanvelical, Young people between 16 and 25 
were 58% in agreement, the 50-65 age-groups more than 65%, and still older 
persons headed the list with 75%. 


Among the urban population 58% confessed Christ, and among the rural 
74%. The financial situation of those asked had nothing to do with those 
who answered in the affirmative. The lowest percentage of affirmative ans- 
wers, as w=ll as the highest tctal of refusals to answer at all, was found 
among those classed under "free intellectual occupations", 
EePeo. Geneva 
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UNITED STATES New Publications on Christian nducation 


Dr. iverett M. Stowe, associate secretary with major responsibility for 
editing "Jorld Christian Education", official quarterly magazine of the World 
Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Association, reports that the 
periodical is now being read in 64 countries. The coming issue will emphasise 
the Christian Education of youth. "Our magazine is not what is commonly thought 
of as popular", said Dr. Stowe, "though every effort is made to keep it readable 
and practical, It is, rather, a publication 'beamed! to trained and experienced 
Christian education leaders, with thought-stimulating articles on basic issues 
involved in Christian nurture, and reports of teaching processes employed in 
various parts of the world, There is special reference to the ways which are 
being devised to meet the peculiar conditions under which the Gospel must be 
communicated in this era in history", 


The "Picture for Children Everywhere", sponsored by the World Council 
of Christian Education and Sunday School Association, has resulted in the procure- 
ment of over 32,000 sets of Old and New Testament pictures, purchased through 
offerings of the Vacation Church Schools of North America, for. free distribution 
to Sunday Schools of other countries. A large p-rcentage of the pictures has 
already been distributed to 66 different countries. A considerable number is 
being held in reserve for shipment to Korea as soon as conditions permit. 


Letters from many lands indicate that these pictures have met a real 
need as visual material for supplementing Bible teaching, The pictures have, in 
a sense, acted as Gospel messengers, They also serve as a strong link in the 


chain of Christian friendship that is being forged. EePeSe Geneva 
GREAT BAliAIN Help by the Presbyterian Ciurch to Switzerland 


The Committee on Intercourse with other Churches, of the Presbyterian 
Church of England, resolved at its meeting on February 22 to send a token gift 
of £50 to the Swiss Federation of Churches, as a contribution towards repairing 
the ravages of the recent avalanches. E.P.S. Geneva 
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INDIA Message cf the National Missionary Society 


At its last meeting, recently held in Hyderabad, the Council of the 
National Missionary Society sent a message to the Churches, This message, pub- 
lished in "The Guardian" (Madras, February 8. 1951) says: , 


"At this time of widespread distress and conflict we have been conscious 
of the reality of our wonderful fellowship in Jesus Christ and of the crying need 
and the remarkable opportunities for the Gospel today in free India. 


"The large unoccupied areas of our country, as well as the difficult 
fields, such as those of N. Kanara and Rewa, have been a challenge to renewed 
faith and endeavour, and we further realise how inadequate has been our outreach 
to the people in the occupied fields. Therefore we call ourselves and all of 
you to a re-dedication to prayerful, creative and Christlike livingee. 


"Christ calls us all to full-time and voluntary service in His Kingdom. 
To educated youth choosing their life work, this call has a special significance, 
and for them our ashrams are ready to sive the necessary trainingoc. 


"We know that it is Christ aléne “ho has the answer to personal as well 
as the innumerable national and international problems facing our world today, 
and we would re-dedicate ourselves, along with you, to proclaim Him as the all= 
sufficient Lord and Saviour of the world," 


The National Missionary Society of India draws together a number of 
enterprises entirely under Indian direction and leadership, and representing 
the missionary effort of many confessional bcdies» 


Rewa, an Indian State of about the area of Holland and with a popula- 
tion of over two million, was entirelg closed to all Christian missionary work. 
Bishop Stephen Neill visited Rewa city in 1944, and, with four fellow-worshippers, 
held what is believed to have been the first Christian service for many years. 
When India obtained political independence, the restriction on Uhri.stian work 
was withdrawn, and Indian missionaries of the Lutheran Church have now entered 


the formerly forbidden area, E.P.S. Geneva 
CHINA Disciples of Christ Missionaries leaving 


The United Christian Missionary Society in Indianapolis, U.S.A., reports 
that all Disciples of Christ missionaries serving in China have applied for exit 
from that country. 


Educational, evangelistic and medical work which has been carried on 
by these twelve missionaries is being turned over to Chinese nationals for the 
present. The missionaries said that they have been well treated but under the 
current political situation their opportunities to serve the China liission are 
not great enough to warrant remainingo E.P.S. Geneva 
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CANADA Protestants defend Proposals 
on Separate Schools 


The Interchurch Committee on Protestant-Roman Catholic Relations in Toron- 
to issued a statement defending proposals in the recent reports of the Royal 
Commission on Education that call for limiting Catholic (separate) schools to 
pupils up to the age of 12, 


Represented on the committee are seven of the major Protestant bodies in 


Canada - the Baptist Federation of Canada, the Church of England in Canada, the 


United Church of Canada, the Presbyterian Church in Canada, the Uhurch of Christ 
(Disciples), the Evangelical Church and the Salvation Army. 


The committee's statement was in reply to criticism by James Vardinal 


McGuigan, Archbishop of Toronto, and other Catholic leaders who opposed the Com-— 


mission's recommendations, These aimed at abolishing Catholic high schools and 
changing Vatholic elementary education from a 10-grades course up to 16 to a six- 
grades course up to 12, 


According to the Committee, headed by Dr. GeC»Pidgeon, first moderator of 
the United Church of Canada, the reduction of the elementary school grades will 
be of greater benefit to separate schools than to the public schools. 


"Separate school tax rates are high, their teachers’ salaries are low and 
the school buildings and equipment are inferior", the Committee said. "Even now 
in prosperity their taxes are burdensome and a depression will bring desperate 
financial straits," 


Declaring that the separate schools are "constantly calling for equal 
educational opportunities," the Committee contended that "by confining their 
efforts to six grades instead of eight or ten, this laudable aim is within their 
grasp and at a lower rate of taxation," 


The Committee said that the range of the separate schools was not being 
Shortened deliberately to curtail their power or lessen the period for religious 


teaching, but "for the best of educational reasons," E.P.S. Geneva 
SUDAN Moslem Missionaries at Work 


(Khartoum):— A law has been passed by the Sudan legislature permitting 
Moslem missionaries to work in the South Sudan under the same conditions apply- 


ing to Christian missionaries, 


Meanwhile, a Moslem missionariy movement has been organised to promote 
the spread of Islam among the pagan tribes, 


Also passed by the Legislature was a law by mking Arabic the official 
language of the whole of tribal Sudan and requiring instruction in Arabic in 
the Christian schoolse 


In addition to the Sudanese vernacular and English, the schools must now 
teach Arabice Missionaries have reported it is difficult to find Arabic-speaking 
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Christians to do the work, Accordingly, they have asked the native Churches 
in the Nile Valley to provide Arabic-speaking volunteer missionarieso 

E.P.o. Geneva 

UNITED STATES Church Leaders named 

to Korea Relief Group 


Douglas Fairbanks, Jr», has been named national chairman of American 
- Relief for Korea, and three nationality-known religious leaders have accepted 
posts as vice-chairmen. 


They are Dr, Franklin C. Fry, President of the United Lutheran Church; 
the Rt. Rev. Msgr. Edward E. Swanstrom, Executive Director of War Relief Services— 
National Catholic Welfare Conference, and Clarence E. Pickett, retired Executive 
Secretary of the American Friends Service Commissions 


American Relief for Korea has been organised to coordinate all volunt- 
ary relief activities by religious and lay organisations. Negotiations for estab— 
lishment of the new over-all relief group have been conducted since November under 
the auspices of the Advisory Committee on Voluntary Foreign Aid of the State 
Department, of which Charles P. Taft is chairman, 


The new agency, to be know as A.R.Ks, ‘“y its initials, will launch 
an immediate nation-wide drive, for warm clothing, the principal need of the 
more than 3,0'0,000 homeless Korea refugees being cared for by United Navions 
agencies. 


Religious organisations which have become members of American Relief 
for Korea thus far include Church World Service, War Relief Services~National 
Catholic “jelfare Conference, American Friends Service Committee, Lutheran World 
Relief, Brethren Service Commission, Congregational Christian Service Commission, 
Mennonite Central Committee, Salvation Army, and Young Women's Christian Associa- 


tion. uePeode Geneva 
WEST AFRICA Tewards the Inauzuration of the 


Province of West Africa 


"Throughout West Africa the members of five Anglican dioceses are 
looking forward to April 17 this year", writes "The Church of England Newspaper" 
(London, March 16, 1951), "when the Archbishop of Canterbury will inaugurate the 
Province of ‘est Africa, 


'The year 1951 is of the greatest importance in the history of British 
West Africa, for in it the Gold Coast has already embarked on its new constitution 
and six African ministers have taken office, and the first general election under 
the new Nigerian constitution will be held in September, As the territories take 
these momentous steps forward to self-government it is right and fitting that 
the Church, which has led the way in democratic government, should itself achieve 
its own independence within the Anglican communicns 


"The ceremony of inauguration will take place in Freewon Cathedral 
because this is the ‘Mother Church! of West Africa, From 1852 to 1865 the Bishop 
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of Sierra Leone had jurisdiction over all the Anglican Churches throughout West 
Africa, and all the existing dioceses originally formed part of the Diocese of 
Sierra Leone. So from the beginning of April parties will be travelling by sea 
and air to Freetown and Accra, from Lagos and Onitsha, from Kano and Port Har- 
court, The diocese of Lagos alone is sending twenty representatives, By April, 
when the Archbishop arrives from England by air, there will be a unique gather- 
ing in Freetown, eleven bishops, four of them Africans, four African chancellors, 
nine or ten arch’nakons and clergy and laity from every part of British ‘est 
Africasecs 


"The Archbishop of Canerbury's visit is a symbol of the close connec- 
tion which exists between the Church of England and one of the overseas diocesese.>» 


"The bishops will then meet in synod and as their first act will elect 
one of their number to be the first Archbishop of West Africa. A new province 
will have been added to the Anglican communions.." 


. A certain gloom will be cast over the proceedings by the death, at the 
early age of 40, of Norman Sherwood Jones, Assistant Bishop in Northern Nigeria. 
In seven years of work in Nigeria, the Bishop had gained in a quite extraordinary 
degree the love and confidence of all the Christian missions and Churches at wrk 
in his area, Shortly before his death, the World Council of Churches had decided 
to invite him to become a member of its special group for the study of evangelism, 
His early death is a very grave loss to the leadership of the Church in tropical 
Africa. E.P,5. Geneva 


C.C.1.A. answers World Peace Com. ]s 


A letter, dated January 26, 1951, has been sent to Pastor Mare Boegner, 
one of the Fresidents of the World Council of Churches, by M. Joliot-Curie, Pre 
Sident of World Peace Council, In the name of the World Peace Council, lie Joliot— 
Curie has invited the World Council of Churches to associate itself with the 
appeal made by the Second World Peace Congress which met at Warsaw in November 
1950. This appeal proposed"a gradual and controlled reduction of armaments as a 
basis for a firm and lasting peace," 


"The Sosond World Cungress, aware cf its responsibility to the people, 


solemnly appeals to the great powers and proposes that during 1951 and 1952 there 


Should be a gradual reduction, simultaneously and in the same proportion, of all 
armed land, sea and air fcrces, this reduction being increased from a third to a 
half. 


"Such a measure, by putting a definite limit on the arms race, will 
reduce the risks of aggressions... It will make it possible to aim at the re- 
establishment of international trust and indispensable cooperation between all 
nations, whatever their form of government may be. 


"The Congress declares that control concerning the prohibition of 
atomic weapons and weapons of mass destructiom, as also that of weapons we call 
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conventional, are technically possible, An organisaticn for international con- 
trol, having qualified inspectors at its disposal, is to be set up within the 
Security Council.,.. 


"These proposals for r-duction of the armed forces are first steps 
on the way to general and total disarmament, which remains the ultimate objective 
of the Defenders of Peace, 


"That is why, in the name of the World Peace Council, we appeal to 
the World Council of Churches and to Protestant Churches the world over to 
support the proposals for a gradual and controlled reduction of armaments which 
are, in tr th, an answer to the aspirations and needs of all the peoples whose 
opinions the World Peace Council seeks to voice." 


The Presidents of the World Council of Churches have asked the Commis-— 
sion of the Churches on International Affairs to reply in detail to this letter 
from the President of the World Peace Counci'l, The Commission, in its reply, 
Which was signed by FeM. van Asbeck (President), Kenneth G. Grubb (Chairman) and 
Dr, 0, !rederick Nolde (Director), began by quoting the declarations made on 
this subject by the World Council (Avsterdam Assembly, 1948, Executive Committee 
1950, Toronto, 1950, ixecutive Committee, Biévres, 1951). Tt goes on: 


"yee we Should.like to make the following observations. We are in 
strong agreement with the progressive reduction and eventual abolition of all 
national armaments, including atomic weapons and all wepons of mass destruction, 
and of all national armies, subject always to certain conditions which we put for- 
ward provisionally for consideration. The long and difficult history of this 
question shows that we must not delude ourselves into assuming that the solution 
is simple, 


"The starting point for reduction of all kinds of armaments under the 
United Nations should be sought in the answer to this query: what int*rnational 
combined force of the U.N. must be organised to safeguard any state against 
aggression of any kind and to enforce international law? By ‘international com- 
bined force! we mean a force composed of military contingents made available by 
different countries but over which national jurisdiction is retained until they 
are called upon for action under the authority of the United Nations, The size 
and nature of such a force should be a matter for definition by the United Na- 
tions, For nations can be expected to reduce their national armaments only in 
proportion to the achievement of reliable measures for collective security. We 
feel that international security must rest upon mutual and completely open con- 
fidence, accompanied by a combined force suchas we here indicate, Such a com- 

_ bined force could under propitious circuustances eventually be converted into 
 @ real international police force under U.N. command. 


: "In the meantime, while trying to find the appropriate answer to 

_ this fundamental question, the existing levels of weapons and fighting forces 
Maintained by the different nations must be assessed by international inspection 
_ directed by the United Nations. The existing posibhilities for production of 

_ armaments must be similarly determined. 
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"The needs of the U.N. for combined force can be taken as the general 
initia! standard. Progressive reduction to that standard could then be inaugu- 
rated. This means that nations must be prepared to destroy certain stocks, to 
destroy certain facilities for producticn or convert them in a manner approved 
by the U.N., and to reduce armies and schemes of military preparation, In addi- 
tion states can, as they have done in the past, agree on partial and occasional 


measures for the reduction of certaintypes of armaments and for the effective scrap- 


ing of available armaments. Such occasional understandings would be helpful in 


3 building up a sense of reciprocal confidence between nations who are now filled 
with distrust and disgust the one towards the other. 
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"It goes without saying that the main requisite of any disarmament 
measure, whether general or particular whether permanent or occasional, lies in 


_ an effective and continuous inspection and control under the U.N. 


"We believe that this procedure constitutes the way in which real 
progress towards the much desired goal of reductions of armaments can be achieved. 


Reduction of armaments is not an arithmetic proposition but a political and, above 
all, a moral problem. Therefore these proposals presuppose on the one hand that 
the recognition of the interdependence of the nations is steadily banishing isola- 


tion and mistrust, and on the other hand thatnations and governments firmly adhere 


to the principle of peaceful adjustment of their needs and wants and peaceful 


regulation of common interests across frontiers, They also mean that govern~ 
ments definitely repudiate taking the law into their own hands ad menacing each 
other by force or propaganda. Reduction of armaments can in our view never be 
envisaged without organising collective security and, at the sane tims, extending 
international institutions for the regulation, on a basis as impartial as possible, 


of the common interests of nations." P E.PedSe Geneva 
| «GERVANY German Evangelical Laity Gathering 1951 


The Evangelical Laity Gathering 1951 will: be held in Berlin from July 
as with the over-all theme "We are brethers in the Church". Plans have been 
_ made for meetings in both Eastern and Western sectors of the city (see EPS No.8) 
BePeSe Geneva 


_ SWITZERLAND Opening of a Protestant R2fugee Home 


On March 12, 1951, a ceremony was held to mark the opeing of a home 
instituted in Weesen, in the canton of >t. Gall, by the Welfare Organisation of 
the Evangelical Churches of Switzerland (HEKS), ‘The house has been named "The 
Pelican", a reference to an Early Christian symbol of sacrificial love. It is 
" providing a home for 40 homeless old people from six different nations and from 
eee most widely-varying walks of life. 


Pastor A. Koechlin, as Chairman of HEES, expressed his gratitude to 


Biol Federat Authorities and to the Swiss Aid to Europe organisation for their 

_ help in making this project possible. He then welcomed, in the name of Christ, 
the refugees who, witha life of suffering and privation behind them, were now to 
i find anew home in "The Pelican". 


ete 
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Mr, Alan Braley conveyed the greetings of the World Council of Churches, 
for whom it as, he said, a great satisfaction to know that the Swiss Churches 
were contributing in this way towards alleviating the plight of the refugees. 

E.P.S, Geneva 


SWITZERLAN D A German Voice on World Vouncil!s Con— 


fession 


The Swiss Union for Liberal Christianity met at Aarau on February 25 
and 26. Prof. Rudolf Bultmann of the University of Marburg, Germany, ina 
lecture reported by "Le Protestant" of Geneva, in its issue of March 15, referred 
to "the vague, incomplete, one-sided and tiresome character of the World Coun- 
cil's Christological confession of faith ('Jesus Christ, God and Saviour')," 
and demonstrated "by close exegesis... that any formula insufficiently based on 
the New Testament, and neglecting the humanity of Christ, is false." 

; E.P.o. Geneva 


GERMANY Christian-Jewish Uncounter 


A study conference on "The Church and Judaism", with Prof, Rengsdorff 
in the chair, and organised by the German Evangelical Committee for Service to 
Israel, met recently in Diisseldorf. Its significance was emphasised by the fact 
that Dr. Lehr, of the Federal Government, and Dr. Herntrich, speaking as a member 
of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany, personally express2d the 
interest of the State and the Church respectively in this encomter. It was 
attended by over 100 delegates from the Federal Republic, the Netherlands and 
Great Britain, and by representatives from eight Protestant student communities, 
from the Union of Jewish Congregations in the province of North Rhine- estphalia, 
and from the Roman Catholic Church. 


The German Evanselical Comittee for Service #3 Israel was reformed 
in 1948 in order to "alleviate the distress of those persecuted on grounds of 
race in the Protestant Church, and to do away with the ideological remnants of 
racial hatred," 


The Dis seidorf meeting sought to answer the question how the Christians 
could live side by side with Jews, and how restitution could be made to Judaism, 
which was still today suffering injustices In addition, the conference desired 


Wabove all to have a real discussion with Judaism on matters of religion." 


Speaking from the Jewish standpoint, Rabbi Weinberg, of Frankfurt/Main, 
declared that the matter was, in fact, a specifically religious one, and that it 
was a question "whether Jews and Christians ~sould call one another 'neighbour!." 


By means of papers read to the meeting on such subjects as "Israel, 
the Point of Intersection in World History," members were enabled to discuss in 
detail the sconseption of the Messiah as held by Christians and by Jews. A basic 
point made on both sides was that it was "man" and not "the people" which was 
the point of departure for all history "The hope of the Jews is that mankind, 
in the time of the Messiah, shall return to unity and concord, and the lessiah 
manife -t Himself as the One Who has attained to the highest degs:> of perception." 
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As against this there was the Christian view "that the Messiah has brought re- 
conciliation with God, and only then, as a concomitant circumstance, union among 
men," 


In conclusion it was stated that "amid all our differences there is a 
community of thought between Christianity and Judaism," and the hope was expressed 
that "to the existing community of expectation may be added one of way and of 


- faith." 


One practical result of the encounter between Christians and Jews in 
Diisseldorf was the letter addressed by the conference to Chancellor Adenauer in 
Bonn, published on March 12 and reading as follows: 


"The German Evangelical Committee for Service to Israel, m:eting for 
its third study conference on '!The Church and Judaism’ from February 26 to liarch 
2 in Diisseldorf, asks the Federal Government to accord very special priority to 
_ the restitution of National-Socialist injustice, which bore hardest upon the Jews 
and those associated with them under the Nuremberg race lawss 


"The fact that the ineluctable obligation, recognised by the highest 
authorities, to furnish such restitution is still, five years after the :ollapse 
of Nazi rule, not being satisfactorily performed, is causing us increasing. 
anxiety. 


"Our work has convinced us that this state of affairs is an essential 
obstacle to the inward and outward peace of our people, and a fatal impediment 
to the full restoration of the rule of law, still so much troubled, and to the 
revival of a sense of respect for law, still shaken to its foundations. 


"We therefore ask the Federal. Government to undertake with the utmost 
_ expedition all necessary measures that the “aws required may be passed covering 
the whole Federal Republic, and accompanied by such directives as will guarantee 


their application in both the letter and the spirit." EeP.S» Geneva 
GERMANY Church Allegiance of Party Deputies 


The Berlin Protestant weekly "Die Kirche" some time ago, reports its 
issue No, 13 for this year, sent to the offices of the three big political parties 
in West Berlin (The Christian Democrats, the Sccial Democrats and the Free Deno- 
crats) a request for a list of party members and information as to the church 


allegiance of the Deputies, 


The Christian Democratic Union answered first, stating that of its 34 
Deputies 18 (= 52,9%) are Protestants and 16 (=47.1%) Catholics. 


The Free Democratic Party sent the information required, accompanied 
by a short letter. Its 32 Deputies are $1,3% Protestants (26), 3.1% Catholics (1), 
12.5% non confessional believers in God (4) and 3.1% dissidents (1). 


; The answer from the Social Democratic Party arrived last, and was a 
request tio the paper tc address itself tc the Deputies direct, "Ye regard con- 
fessional allegiance as a private matter, and fer this reason cannot ask our 

Deputies to what religious body they belong." EeP.S. Geneva 
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FINLAND | Death of Archbishop Lehtonen 


(Turku) :- We deeply regret to announce the death after a long period of 
illehealth of the Most Reverend Aleksi Lehtonen, Archbishop of Turku (Lutheran 
Church of Finland). 


Born at Nystad, Finland, in 1891, he was educated at the State University, 
Helsinki, the University of Leipzig, and in England, He was ordained in 1911 
and became General Secretary of the Finnish Student Christian Movement, 

r) 


Archbishop Lehtonen enthusiastically furthered ecumenical understanding 
also at meetings of the World Alliance for International Friendship through the 
Churches. He was a member of the Executive Committee of the Lutheran World 
Federation until 1948 and he remained Chairman of the National Lutheran Council 
of Finland. Under his leadership the Church of Finland joined the World Council 
of Churches at its inauguration in 1948. He renewed many old friendships when 
calling at the World Council office at Geneva in 1949 en route for a rest cure 
at Casa Locarno, the house run by the Health Committee of the World Council of 
Churches. 


Lecturer and Professor at the Theological Faculty of the University of 
Helsinki, Dr Lehtonen was from 1935-45 bishop of the Tampere diocese. The Uni- 
versity of Bonn conferred on him an honorary doctorate of theology, In 1945 wate 
was consecrated archbishop, the Church of Sweden and the Church of England weze 
respectively represented by Archtishop Eidem and by the Bishop of Fulham on behalf 
of the Archbishop of Canterbury. 


Dr Lehtonen's publications includeds "The Church of Sweden (1928) and 
"Die religitse Erweckung in Finland" (1937). President of the Finnish Bible 
Society, Archbishop Lehtonen recalled with pride the commemoration in 1948 of 
the 400th anniversary of the first Finnish translation of the New Testament - 
the life work of the Bishop of Turku, Michael Agricola, the great Finrish Re- 
former. E.P.S. Geneva 
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A Call to Christian Laymen 


Dr H. Kraemer, Director of the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, near Geneva, 
left Europe in January on a six month's visit to Asia (see EPS No. 4). Dr Kraemer 
began his itinerry inIndia, lecturing on the special tasks of the Christian layman 
today. Special conferences of laymen have been called in different parts of 
India, In this connection, the following call to Christian laymen in India was 
issued by D. Lesslie Newbigin, Bishop of Madhurai, RD. Paul, Madras, and M.M. 

“Thomas, Trivandrum, and published in the Christian weekly of Madras, "The Guard- 
ian" (Nos 9, 1951), which runs as followss 


"One of the most significant movements in the Christian Church, especially 
in Britain and Europe, in the years since the war, has been the development of a 
new practical concern regarding the witness of the Christian layman in his work. 


"When we speak of the place of the layman in the Church we often refer 
only to the work of laymen in the leading of worship, in the church government, 
and in the carrying-on of the work conducted by the organised Church as such. 
These things are important, but they are not the most important work of Christ- 
ian laymen. The most important work of the Christian layman is the daily work 
by which he earns his living in field, factory, office, school, hospital, law 
court or market. It is in these places, that he has to bring the power of the 
Gospel to bear on the ordinary life of the world. But during the past few cent- 
uries the Church has given almost no guidance to Christian laymen who ask, '!How 
can I be a Christian in my daily work? What difference should my Christianity 
make to the work I do, the decisions I make, the principles I adopt, in my work 
from Monday to Saturday?! This guidance cannot be given by the professional 
clergy, who do not know from the inside the problems of the various professions. 

It is necessary that Christian laymen themselves, with such help as professional 
clergy can give, should seek together in prayerful study, discussion and exper- 
iment, to find out how God wishes them to behave in their professional duties... 


"Up till now, this laymenSmovement has not touched the Church in India. At 
the Bangkok Conference (Eastern Asia Christian Conference), December 1949, some 
of the Indian delegates suggested that Dr Kramer be asked to spend a few months 
in India developing similar work here, in the nope that something permanent along 
the lines of the Bossey Institute might be developed for the East Asian Churches, 
This is now made possible through the National Christian Council of India, In 
the belief that this is a really important opportunity for the Churches in India 

we cordially invite all Christian laymen who are interested to attend one or 


other of the Conferences announced in India," E.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Meeting of the International Association | for Liberal 
Christianity 


This year the International Association for Liberal Christianity and 
Religious Freedom will hold its annual meeting in Boston. Discussions will main- 
ly be devoted to preparations for the next large Congress of the I.A.R,F. which 
is to take place in Europe in 1952. Besides this, the meeting will again discuss 
the purposes of the 1.4.R.F. and further the preuier of religious education in 
our time and contacts with scientists, E.P.S. Geneva 
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KOREA Christian Island Refugee Planned 


Plans for establishing a Christian island community among the refugees on 
Chelu island are being supported by Korea Protestant Churches (see EPS. No. 8). 
The United States Economic Cooperation Administration in Korea have been urged 
to grant a supplementary fund to aid this building project. The Church author- 
ities have also asked the Christian refugees to cooperate "in a positive way" in 
setting up schools, bbilding churches and starting lighting, water supply and 


other public facilities needed for the new community. EPS. Geneva 
FURMOSA General Assembly of Presbyterian Church 


(Taipeh);- Eighty delegates, ministers and laymen, met on March 8, 1951, 
in the Siang-lian Church in Taipeh and constituted the first General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in Formosa, These dele gates represented a Christian 
community of about 60,000 in more than 200 congregations. 


_ In a meeting, representatives of the Synods of North and South Formosa 
met officially for the first time, thus marking the culmination of a movement to- 
ward unifying the two bodies, a movement through two or more decades, 


The Church of South Formosa was founded in 1965 by a missionary from the 
Presbyterian Church in England, and the Church in North Formosa was founded in 
1872 by a missionary from the Presbyterian Church in Canada, Until very recent 
post-war years the Presbyterian Church was practically alone in the field with a 
staff of less than a score of foreign missionaries, Recent momths, howsver, have 
seen the coming and going of many itinerant evangelists, criefly from the U.S.A. 

Under fifty years of Japanese administration Formosan Christians had few 
contacts with the Western world, but now with freer coming and going there is 
keen interest in world Christianity, especially through the World Council of 


Churches. E.P.S. Geneva 
CHINA A Christian Communist Settlement 


A Christian Communist Settlement in China is the subject of an article in 
the April number of "The International Review of Missions" by the Rev. Wang Shih- 
Peng, rural work secretary of the Naticnal Christian Council of China, on the 
Jesus Family movement, with which he has had recent first-hand contact, 


The Jesus Family movement was begun by Mr. Ching Tien Ying, a Shantung man, 
He is still living in the first of these Christian communities to be founded, in 
the village of Ma Chuang, Taian. He was brought up as a Confucian but became a 
Christian, After much thought and Bihl= study he became convinced that the 
Christian Church should be a community of people "called out from the world and 
that Christians should voluitarily seek a life of poverty and loving self- 
sacrifice. The “old Home" at Ma Chuang is now a community of about 500 persons 
and the prototype of 100 or more "Families" in north, north-west and east China, 
Membership is open to all who are prepared "to give up the world". They must 
literally obey the command to give up parents, children, houses, lands. The 

_ family life of the normal private home is non-existent. Children are recognised 

as belonging, not to their own parents, but to the whole family. 
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The heart of the religious experience of the Jesus Family, the articles 
goes on, “is the sense of a living relationship with Jesus... This relationship 
is mediated in certain religious experiences, of which the primary one is known 
as ‘receiving the gift’... and a kind of ecstatic prayer with characteristic 
physical accompaniments.... The Bible school is a part of the educational organ~ 
isation. In actual worship, however, the bible is more often sung than read," 


The Jesus Family welcomed the establishment of the People's Government. 
As a Communist settlement, it is stressed, the Jesus Family is an extremely 
advanced experiment. it has reached the goal of a classless society. It does 
not owe its inspiration to Marxist Commmism. It was inspired by the teaching 
of Jesus and developed by the foundation members through their feelings of social 
responsibility, and through their religious experience, E.P.S,Geneva 


April Issues of Ecumenical Periodicals 


The April number of the "Ecumenical Review" cmtains a number of articles 
and comments on the document "The Church, the Churches and the World Council of 
Churches" (see EPS No. 31, 1950), which was adopted last summer by the Central 
Committee of the World Council at Toronto and which seeks to define the nature 
of the relationships between the Churches in and through the Council. Thus this 
number with its contributions from many confessions reflects clearly the present 
state of the conversation between tle Churches. 


Other articles discuss "Ecumenism and Preselytism'", the progress of church 
union in India, the relations between Church and State in the Eastern zone of 
Germany and the ppabeey of the Churches in the Near East. 


The April issue of the "International Review of Missions"continues its 
account of the scope and purpose of the International Missionary Council's latest 
series of studies under the general title of "The Missionary Obligation of the 


Church! with an article by Professor K.S, Latourette: "What can be expected in 


the World Mission", Two lines of approach are suggested; to discover what the 
Bible has to say, and to ask what can be learned from history. Dr K.H. Rengs- 
_ torf discusses "The Spiritual Basis for Jewish Evangelism", Dr John Foster "The 


Christian Foundations of the Taiping Rebellion", and Harold Spencer the problem 
of theological language and the need for a vernacular literature in the mission 
field. Problems in the translation of the Scriptures are considered in an article 
by Dr Eugen Nida. A retired missionary writes on "The Prospect in China" and the 


_ Rev. N. Driver, of the Moravian Missionary Society, on "The Story of the Tibetan 


Bible" , E.P.S. Geneva 
GREECE Bishop Panteleimon Elected Bishop of Salonica 


Bishop Panteleimon, member of the H«ecutive and Central Committees of the 


- World Council of Churches, has been elected Bishop of Salonica, in place of the 


old bishop who died in the middie of March. EeP.S. Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN Churches! Message to Festival of britain 


A message to the 1951 Festival of Britain on the World Mission of the 
Church and "the World's noblest Enterprise - the Spread of the Christian Faith 
throughout the World" has been issued in the format of a popular pictorial maga- 
zine "Here is the News", edited by the United Council of Missionary Education 
and published by the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge (S.P.C.K.). 


Introduced with forewords by the Archbishop of Caterbury, the Acting 
Moderator of the Church of Scotland and the Moderator of the Free Church Federal 
Council, this magazine shows how the Church in Britain, "though divided in form 
and order", is united in this world missionary enterprise, that 2,000,000 non- 
Christians become Christians every year and that through the 55 missionary organ- 
isations cooperatively associated in the Conference of British Missionary 
Socidies £3,000,000 is annually given by the Churches of Britain. 


Dr Norman Goodall, cf the International Missionary Council, outlines the 
world-wide spread of missionary enterprise, the Rev, F.W. Doods, of the Methodist 
Missionary Society, describes the transformation of human lives in Nigeria, and 
Canon J. McLeod Campbell, of the Church Assembly Overseas Council, describes 
popular witness in the mission field. 


"“Newstime", a supplement in tabloid newspaper format, gives news. from far 
and near, with feature articles by Phyllis L. Garlick, and Canon H.A, Wittenbach, 
East Asia Secretary, both of the Missionary Society, and by the Rev. Cecil North- 


cott, of the United Council of Christian Education. E.P.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Death of Basil Mathews 


We deeply regret to announce the death at the age of 71 of Professor Basil 
Mathews, widely known as an inspiring personality and as a vivid popular exposit- 
or of the Christian message and missionary task, for instance his study of race 
relationships "The Clash of Colour" and his biographies of Livingstone and John 
Re Mott. 


From 1924-31 he was Literature Secretary of the World's Alliance of 
Y.M.C.A.s in Geneva, becoming later Professor of Missions, and from 194-44 Pro- 
fessor of Christian Relations at Boston University, Massachusetts. He also 
lectured on Christian international affairs at Unicn College, Vancouver, (Canada), 
which conferred on him an honorary doctorate, 


Professor Mathews was a much loved pioneer of all ecumenical interests 


who will be sadly missed in many countries. E.P.S. Geneva 
_ UNITED STATES Increased Membership of Churches and Evangelistic 
Ee fa dpa Ac etic Aas oe Nite Wa heal ty de oe 


The rate of increase of American Church membership has been more than 20 
per cent greater than the growth of population in the United States during the 
period between 1926, date of the last adequate federal census of religious 

_ groups, and 1949. 
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\ A survey made by the National Council of the Churches of Christ in America 
_ révealed that church membership increased 51.5 per cent while population grew by 
an estimated 30 per cent. There was a 56 per cent growth in Protestant Church 
membership (16,954,322 new members), 48.4 per cent in Roman Catholic membership 

~ (9,005,305), and a 22.5 per cent rise in Jewish congregations (918.758). 


There was a far greater percentage growth in the smaller sects and deno- 
" minations wiich are "characterised by an intense evangelistic spirit and general- 
yy teach the second coming of Christ", pointed out Dr Benson Landis, associate 
director of the National Council's Department of Research and Survey. 
E.P.S Geneva 


7 
Pp eeDAGASCAR Message from the Church of Madagascar to the 
Churches “of France 


{ 
A) 
The fifth General Synod of the Churches, attached to the French Protestant 
_ Mission in Madagascar, meeting in Antananarivo, has issued the following message 
to the Protestant Churches of France; 


",..We have learned with joy and gratitude of the great deliverance of the 
"Mission" (delivering the Mission Society from its 1949 deficit). "The Lord has 
manifested His sovereignty by this miracle of grace, and has shown once again 

: that the work of missions is His work, and that with Him all things are possible. 
"But, after this victory, the battle is reopening. Difficulties are aris- 
_ ing once more. None the less, tle Mission is called to go forward and to run 

- again the hazard of faith. Until now God has preserved it, and He will preserve 
it until the cnd. 


"The time is not yet come for the number. of missionaries to be lessened. 

_ Evangelism must be augmented; many are still in ignorance of the Good Tidings, 

_ Mission stations have still to be set up. Further, close cooperation between 
missionaries and Malagasy is essential if the Church of Christ is to be establish- 
_ ed in Madagascar and guided to its spiritual coming-of-age, and if a wider vision 
is to be afforded of the One Church Universal. We therefore earnestly entreat 

_ that the Churches of France shall be wmremitting in their efforts to send us 

_ more and more missionaries, pastors, headmasters and so on, 


voli 5 ana” 


: "In this connection, we should be glad also if contacts could be establish- 
ed on an increasing scale through those pastors and teachers who are to contizue 
P their preparatory work in France; it is necessary for the good of the Church 
_ that some should be fully trained". 
: The Synod then expressed its thanks to the Supervisory Committee of Mis- 
_ Sions for sending a del gate to Madagascar, and endeds 


"Way Christ breathe life into His Church in France, in Madagascar and in 
al the earth, that she may show herself to be the living body of the Living 
oe awaiting without faltering, yet hastening without impatience, His second 
_ coming in glory for the setting-up of the Kingdom of Goc." E.P.S.Geneva 
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HUNGARY Answer to the Biévres Letter 


An answer has been received from the Hungarian member Churches of the 
World Council of Churches to the letter addressed to the Churches by the Council's 
Executive Committee meeting in Biévres (see EPS No. 5). It is signed, in the 
name of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, by Bishop Zoltan Turoczy and General 
Superintendent Dr Ivan Retk, and in the name of the Reformed Church by Bishop 
Albert Bereczky and General Curator Roland Kiss. 


"We Christians in East and West are thinking of one another and praying 
for one another", Taking as their starting~point this statement from the Exe- 

; cutive's message, the Hungarian church leaders first of all declare that the 
World Council, as an organ of world fellowship among Churches, is "truly a Coun- 
cil" enabling the Churches belonging to it "to inform one another of their view 
of things, which they have received from their common Lord!!, and at the same 
time "to hearken to one another", The whole "in concrete testimony to the Lord- 
ship of Jesus Christ", The answer continues, "We are grateful to you for many 
statements with which we can express our cordial agreement; among these are the 
Council's confession of its own limitations'' ~- an instance of humility to which 
the Hungarian Churches "respond in the same spirit! - and the admission that 
“efforts to localise the Korean war have not succeeded", thereby "sensibly worse- 
ning" the international situation. 


The Hungarian church leaders thereupon wonder whether the Executive Com- 
mittee has not, by its previous Toronto statement, itself contributed to this 
deterioration in the position. 


"We are grateful", they proceed, "for the observation that an unsolved 
problem lies at the bottom of this explosive quality in the world situation. 
This problem consists in the great fact, without precedent in world history, 
that the suppressed millions have come to the point of a mighty uwzheaval". The 
Churches of Hungary are grateful that "you, like them, regard this world change 
as a great and actual fact", And that the World Council Executive should have 
"set forth with such moving fervour the situation of man, placed in the midst 
of this transformation," fills the Hungarian Churches with thankfulness. Yet 
"the high duty of the Church is to proclaim to lost and threatenedmankind the 
peace and strength of the Gospel... And in this should shine forth the great 
truth that this mighty upheaval signifies an act of guidance and mercy by the 
God Who rules the world", It is asked whether "we should not be grateful that 
God has not waited for conscience to awaken in those who bear the message of 
Christian civilisation, but has led the world along new paths without them, 
paths which we are now treading in fear and trembling". 


In the final section of their letter, they deal firstly with "the total- 
itarian system", secondly with the Far Eastern problem, and thirdly with the 
question of social justice, 


With regard to the first question, they express their pleasure that "in 


spite of hard and heated words against "the totalitarian system", the Church 
all over the world is united with its Hungarian fellow-Christians in rejoicing 
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that the Word of God is making its power manifest among us. The Hungarian Church 
“has constantly sought to show that it is living in a cowmtry which is building 
up a Socialist system", 


Concerning the problem of Asia, the letter wonders "whether it is right 
for the support of the Churches to be given to the United Nations Organisation", 
At the same time a plea is entered that China should be admitted to the delibera- 
tions of the United Nations. 


Concerning the third subject, that of social justice, the letter states, 
"We regard as especially praiseworthy the courage with which, passing over the 


- always essential individual Christian duties you apply Marx's dictum, ‘From each 


according to his ability!, to the whole question, and declare that this doctrine 
has its roots in the teaching of Jesus", 


The decisive question, the letter concludes, is now the question of peace. 
Yet there is in this connection the fear that the World Council may not "re- 
cognise the signs of the times't and may, “instead of seeking the path of the 
future, bind itself to a past on which judgment has already been pronounced", 


For "the future belongs to the man of peace", E.P.S.Geneva 
GERMANY International Exhibition of Christian Art 


(Berlin);- An international exhibition of Christian art including, be- 
sides altar cloths and church ornaments, notable paintings and sculpture of 
religious significance in the widest sense, has been held in the Charlottenburg 
Castle Museum (West Berlin), report "Evangeliseher Nachrichtendienst Ost" (Berlin 
March 24, 1951). 


This exhibition comprised as well as exhibits which had already been on 
view at Erfurt, Schwerin, Frankfurt-on-the-Oder, Freiburg in Saxom and other 
towns of the German Democratic Republic (Eastern zone), the French art exhibi- 
tion "L'art sacré", brought from Paris and exhibits from Switzerland, including 
Lovis Corinth's "Ecce Homo", Works by German expressionist artists, for instance 
Ernst Barlach, Kutze Kollwitz, Erich Heckel, Otto Dix, Emil Nolde and Schmidt- 
Rotluf, who had been vilified under the Third Reich, and by young artists, as 


well as photos and models of church architecture by Professor Otto Bartning were 


also shown, E.P.S.Geneva 
Overseas Transport Aid Plea for Refugees 


(Geneva):~ The Administrative Committee of the Department of Inter-Church 
Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches has addressed a 
special resolution to the General Council of the International Refugee Urganisa- 
tion urging that 1.R.0.'s present regulations for transportation aid to refugees 
be revised to assist several thousands of refugees in Greece, Trieste, Austria, 
Germany and other countries to emigrate overseas. These refugees, it was point- 
ed out, would be wnable to accept offers of jobs,and homes in new countries 
without some form of travel aid from international sources. E.P.S.Geneva 
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FRANCE Biologists, Psychologists, Theol— 


Ogians discuss Knowledge of Mankind 


(Paris):— Twenty-five biologists, psychologists, sociologists and theologians 
from Britain, France, Germany, Greece, the Netherlands and Switzerland meeting 
under the auspices of the Ecumenical Institute at a conference held at Bievres, 
near Paris, from March 27 — April 1, surveyed problems and limitations of their 
respective sciences and found an approach to common ground in the context of 
relationships rather than in any absolute determination of knowledge of man's 

- nature by their own techniques. 


The paper read by Professor Gustav Bally, of Ziirich, on "The Relations 
between Man. and Woman in Modern Society" was linked with questions raised on 
this subject by Mrs Kathleen Bliss and Miss Sarah Chakko, in conjunction with 
the study undertaken by the World Council of Churches! Commission on Life and 
Work of Women in the Church. 


In an analysis of the psychiatrist's contribution and limitations in 
assessing the phenomena of human nature Dr P.H. Bond, of the Institute of 
Psychiatry, London University, pointed towards the need for an anthropological 
range of conclusions concerning the whole nature of man, Professor Rudolf Ehren- 

berg, of Gottingen University, described similiarities between biological pro- 
cesses and occurrences in the meta-biological world (where psychology and 
theology converge). Modern biological research in regard to the origin and 
particular nature of the human being .was described by Professor van der Klaauw, 
of Leywen University. The relationship to the concepts of man in modern biology 
and sociology of the Biblical understanding of human nature was expounded by 
Professor Helmut Thielicke, of Tubingen. Dr Pierre Burgelin, of Strasbourg, 
discussed problems of the theologian in his endeavour to understand and inter- 
pret the Divine purpose for mankind. E.P.S, Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN Non-European Workers and the Church 


A conference has been held in Liverpool, April 2-4, to consider the - 
responsibilities of the Christian Churches to the growing number of coloured 
workers in Britain, It was held under the auspices of the British Council of 
Churches. 


About thirty persons attended representing the int:rests of the 
Churches and missions, government departments, universities and voluntary 
societies. 


In Britain there is a shortage of houses, but the situation for col- 
oured people is made worse when they are refused lodgings, when rents are raised 
to exploit them or when leases of property discriminate against them, The con-— 
ference recommended that expert advice be taken with a view to legal action 
to remedy this situation. 


As to employment, some firms will employ coloured workers but others 
(even some public utilities) refuse, and so defeat the efforts of friendly govern- 
ment officials to find them jobs, 


Dr Kenneth Little, head of the Social Anthropology department of 
Edinburgh University, stressed the need for broad social and economic changes 
to attack the problem at its roots. Higher standards of life in the coloriies 
would make for greater equality. Mr. A»H. Richmond of the Social Science De— 
partment of Liverpool University said it was the duty of the Churches to com- 
bat colour prejudice and discrimination in all its forms with all possible 
weapons,sacred and secular» 


The conference agreed that more personal service was needed. Local 
Councils of Churches should be asked to form a special group to discover the 
facts, to educate the Churches and to plan joint action, The british Council 
of Churches should send suggestions for action to the Local Councils and organ— 
ise a second conference in twelve months time, 


Many coloured people who have been brought up as Christians in their 
home country ought to joirsin fellowship with Christians in British Churches, 
They often stand aloof and criticise. There are faults on both sides. The Rev. 


‘Dr Marcus James, himself a coloured clergyman, sounded an ecumenical note, He 


Said that members of the Younger Churches overseas could help the Churches in 
England to draw in the local coloured people and demonstrate to both sides that 
the Church is not a white institution, In Christ there is no colour... The 
conference believed that the right policy was not segregation but assimilation 
of coloured people in Britain without any bar or discrimination. EoP.S. Geneva 


GREECE Festival of the 1900th Anniversary of 
: St. Paul's Arrival 


The programme of the Festival of the 1900th anniversary of St Paul's 
arrival in Greece as to the itinerary and scheduled events (see EPS No. 10) has 
now been issued by the overnment-spousored Festival Committee for the celebra- 
tions commemorating the introduction of Christianity in Greece, 
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The visitors invited will be conducted on a tour starting on June 
16 by boat from Athens to Cavalla, Philippi, Apollonia, Salonica, Bera, Nicopolis, 
Crete, Heracleion, Rhodes, Isthmia, From there they will visit Cenchrea and 
Corinth. 


On the way to S&&bnica, on June 17, there will be a halt md reception 
at Hierissos and visit to the shrine of St Paul at Apollonia, In Salonica, where 
the party will arrive on June 18, a reception by the Bishop of Salonica will be 
given in the Y.M.C.A. building. 


On June 24, after a day spent in Crete, visiting Heracleion, Gnossos, 
Cortys and Phaestos, the party will arrive at Rhodes and visit the harbour of 
St Paul, Lindos. 


On June 26, after archeological visit, a reception will be organised 
by the Archbishop and the Holy Synod, The next ‘day, after a visit to Daphni and 
Bleusis, the King of Greece is to sive an audience in Athens to the pilgrims 
and after that reception by the Lord Mayor of this town will take place. 


On June 28, a solemn vesper service will be held on the Areopagus 
where St Paul preached his first sermon to the Athenians, In the evening a 
reception will be given by the Government. The next day, after an excursion to 
Penteli Monastery, an oratorio "Saint Paul" will take place in the Theatre of 
Herod Atticus. The last day, June 30, a farewell reception by the Archbishop, 
the Holy Synod and the Festival Committee will take place. H.P.S. Geneva 


ISRA=L AND JORDAN Anglican llissionary Societies 
re-allocate Responsibilities 


Anglican work in Palestine was carried out by three missionary 
bodies -— Church Missions to Jews, the Uhurch Missionary Society, which re- 
garded the witness to the Arabs as its primary responsibility in this area, and 
the Jerusalem and the East iiission, which took the lead in relations with and 
help to the ancient Churches of the East. Political changes have made desirable 
a re-allocation of responsibilities in the missionary sphere in that region. 


Some work among the Jews, and for Hebrew Christians in Israel, will 
still be possible. The C.M.S, announces that, in consequence of the dispersal 
of the Arabs, it will no longer make funds available for work in Israel, but 
Will continue its wrk in Jordan, including the very important Arab refugee 
work at Zerke and Es Salt. The Anglican Bishop of Jerusalem has agreed to 
take over from the C.M.S, responsibility for the orphanage at Nazareth, which 
is still mainly an Arab area, and will also take over as from September 1951 
the school buildings at Jaffa and the Mission House at Llydda. £E.P.S. Geneva 


UNITED STATES Churches urge Goodwill Campaign 
towards American Chinese 


Goodwill on the part of the community should be shown towards 
Americans of Chinese extraction, the General Board of the ational Council of 
the Ghurches of Christ in the U.S.A. recommends, "because tension created by the 
Korea war has led to occasional expressions of animosity towards them". 


— .S 


i 


No, 15 — April 13, 1951 ~4— 101 


The Churches are asked "to take the responsibility for developing 
attitudes and actions which will strengthen the bond of Christian goodwill in 
these difficult times by treating all people, irrespective of national origin 
or race, as beings*of worth because they are children of God." 


It is recalled that as in the case of the Americans of’ Japanese 
origin during the second world war there have resently peen o3casions when 
Chinese among the American population have been "unwarrantably identified" with 


the present government in China. E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Negro Bishop asks Boycott of "Green Pastures" 


(New York):+ A plea that religious groups baycott the current Broad- 
way revival of "The Green Pastures" was issued by Bishop Decatur Ward Nichols of 
the African Methodist Episcopal Church of New York. 


"A cigar-smoking 'Lawd' carrying on in the best tAmos and Andy! tra- 
dition can only serve to perpetuate sterestypes of Negro people and their religion," 


Bishop Nichols issued the boycott appeal in an open letter to the 
National Conference of Christians and Jews, Francis Cardinal Spellman of New 
York and “leading Protestant clergymen", He said that "the entrepreneurs of 
Broadway have disinterred what should have been locked away forever as a shame- 
ful anachronism." Bishop Nichols added that the play had been a box-office suc— 
cess in the '30s! because our concept of the role of Negro people in the scheme 


of things had not then come of age." E.P.S, Geneva 
CHINA Christian Work will not be lost 


Christians should not feel that the help they have ziven to China 
in past years is lost, Dr Robert Henry, for many years head of the American 
Committee for China Relief, said in an interview in New York, following his re~ 
turn to the U.S.A, 


Dr Henry reported tliat until the day he left he was "given the ut— 
most consideration" and that he "never had a promise broken when a commitment 


was made" by the authorities, 


"The Chinese people understood," said Dr Henry, "that the American 
relief programme in China, for instance, represented the concern of the American 
people working for the Chinese people. When a person has received medicine to 
keep him or his wife alive, a student has been given supplementary rations to keep 
him from contracting tuberculosis, when a child that must otherwise have been 
abandoned was instead received into a Christian home and provided with food and 
clothes and shelter ~ the people do not forget. There is a basic goodwill in the 
hearts of many Chinese for the American people, which tne problems of the present 
hour are never going to extinguish." 


Many of the relief programmes set in motion by the Christin Churches 
during the past years, Dr Henry said, are still being carried on, but entirely 
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under direction of Chinese personnel, The demonstration made of effective re- 

lief and sccial welfare patterns is another thing, Dr Henry declared, that 

continues to be of value under the new régime which has taken them overs 
E.P.S. Geneva 


Film Strip on Work Camps 


The new 50-frame film strip telling the story of the ecumenical work 
camps sponsored by the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches will 
be ready for distribution shortly. The film is in colour and has an accompanying 
scripts The film should be ordered from the Youth Department of the World Council 
of Churches, 17, route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland, price $3. 


During the past four summers, hundreds of young people from every 
major confession and 40 nationalities have participated in these Christian wrk 
camps in Europe, Asia and America. Campers work for a period of five weeks 
without pay, and are usually responsible for their own expenses, They have 
built churches, dug potatoes, constructed schools, roads, or drainage ditches, 
or done other manual labour as the c*:roumstances required. 


Through their programme of purposeful work, international fellow- 
ship, community service, and worship, the wrk campers hope they are demon- 
strating a way of life which may be applicable, in broader terms, to some of the 
world's basic problems. 


During the summer of 1951, eighteen Ecumenical work camps under the 
direction of the Youth Department will bring over 800 young people to work pro 
jects in America, England, France, Belgium, Germany, Italy, Greece, Holland, 
Japan and the Philippine Islands. A complete programme is available at the 
Youth Department of the World Council of Churches, 17 route de -alagnou, Geneva, 


Switzerland, E.P.S. Geneva 
JAPAN Christian Leaders Views on Peace 
Treaty 


The National Christian Council of Japan has appointed a Commission 
on International Affairs to study and to deal with international problems from 
the Christian standpoint. 


They met several times to discuss current problems and voted to 
submit a statement on their views to Mr. John Foster Dulles, Speciial Envoy of 
the United States for making peace wit! Japanese 


The following is a summary statement on the general views of the 
Christian leaders concerning the Peace Treaty: 


"Now that very important policies concerning the future destiny of 
our nation are going to be determined, we Christians in Japan, who bear the 
mission to Christianize this nation, naturally are greatly concerned for the 
Peace Treaty, The Commission on International Affairs of the National Christian 
Council of Japan wishes to establish the closest relationship with similar 
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commission set up under the joint sponsorship of the International liissionary 
Council and the World Council of Churches, We also desire to keep in close con~ 
tact with the office of the United Nations, in order to deal with various prob= 


lems at home and abroad, and to render every possible service for the peace of 
the w rid." 


The Christian leaders of Japan submit their general views concerning 
these very important problems confronting them: 


"We Christians join with our general public in the most earnest de= 
Sire that the sovereignty of Japan be restored, and that she be received as a 
member of the community of nations as soon as possible. ‘Je desire the salvation 
of all the peoples of the world, and we feel deep regret that the world at present 
is divided and stands in two opposing camps, In view of this situation, as to 
the form of the peace treaty, we are grateful that the Envoy is making efforts 
to the end that ail the countries céncerned shall participates... 


"With Regard to the Guarantee of Security. 


"Christians in Japan, almost without exception, are wanimous.in their 
desire to maintain unchm ged the Constitution which abolished war ds a national 
policy, as they think it is in accord with the teachings of Christ~ However, we 
would agree to take necessary self-defence measures,. but only within certain 
limits, to be sure that they will not revive militarism. 


. ‘When the Peace Treaty is concluded, we desire that Japan be permitted 
to join the United Nations.. and we desire that Japan be entitled to receive the 
guarantee of Security, based on the Charter of the United Nations. 


"Concerning Economic Independence. the group saids 


"We believe that it is the will of God that all men should be given 
equal opportunity, each in his appropriate place." They added their belief that 
"the economic independence of Japan is important both to raise the standard of 
living and to strengthen a defence line of thought-life against Communism." 


The group also expressed a conviction that "it is impossible to re-~ 
construct Japan as a democracy, without corresponding impmverent of the moral and 
Spiritual level of our people. We feel a special responsibility, they said, for 
the cultural betterment and development of Japan upon Christian principles." 

EePeS. Geneva 


MADAGASCAR : Emergence of the Lutheran Church 
of Madagascar 


In the March issue of "Fratcrnité Evangélique," Pastor E. Fagereng, 
who hes been a missionary in adagascar for thirty years, gives an account of 
the history of the Malagasy Lutheran Church, 


The first world war resulted in increased co ~operation among the 
three Lutheran societies working in liadagascar, the Norwegian lission, the 
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Lutheran Cnurch of America and the Lutheran Board of iissions. The inter-Luther- 
an conferences held from 1924 onwards gave concrete form to this co-operation, 
including the unification of the liturgy and of church discipline, the publica-— 
tion of a joint periodical entitled "My Mpamangy", and the starting of a pastoral 
college and a high school, 


Since then the unity of the Malagasy Lutheran Church has been a living 
reality. On November 6, 1950, the first General Synod elected as superintendent 
Pastor Monson, of the Lutheran Church of America, thus demonstrating the confi- 
dence of Malagasy Church members in the men who have been their spiritual guides 
for $4 years. One stage has been completed on the road leading to the supreme 
goal of every mission, that of rendering itself unnecessary. 


The task still to be accomplished is enormous, A Malagasy body of 
picked workers will have to be trained to do werk of the missionaries and to 
undertake responsibility for the progress of the Church. For this reason, the 
Lutheran Church of France has invited young Malagasy pastors to supplement their 
theological studies by coming and working for a time in France. E.P.S, Geneva 


eeNY Borborn Reiigious (Discussion fon laa 


From March 27 to 30 of this year, more than 70 theologians, both German 
and non-German, met in Herborn for discussions, for the first time in four years, 
on German soil with Prof. Karl Barth, In addition tp a large number of theologians 
holding views similar or sympathetic to those of Prof, Barth, those present in- 
cluded the former Minister of the Interior and vresident of the EKid Synod, Dr, 
Heinemann, and Dr. Martin Niemdller, in conformity with Prof. Barth's theology, 
the discussion had as it were a dual purpose, dealing on the one hand with strictly 

_ theological problems arising from Prof, Barth's Dogmatics, and from the new fore 
mulation of theological questions now particularly associated with the name of 
Prof, Bultmann; and on the other with the outcome of faith in the field of pract- 
ical politics involved in the relationship between the Christian communion and 
the civil community, and from the will. for public responsibility set forth in 
Barth's theology. 


Pref. Gollwitzer of Bonn in a paper on "Scripture and Tradition" intro- 
duced the first series of problems, those concerned withthe principles of bib- 
lical interpretation, His remarks concerned thens=lves with "restating the 
mythological elements in the New Testament", a problem today exercising both the 
theological and the non-theological public, i.¢, how historical criticism on the 
text of the Scriptures is to be relatec to the faith held by the Christian commun- 
ions and the traditional manner of preaching, He held the view that the fact of 
being a Christian set the historian all the more free to examine the text objec- 
tively, and to hear aright the Divine message and its application to those receiv~ 
ing it. It was agreed by the conference that there must be no relapse into any 
kind of exposition of the scriptures whereby the theological insights granted to 
the present generation would not be given full weight. Even though Prof. Barth 
firmly dissociated himself from the views of Prof, Bultmann, regarding him the 
latest exponent in theology of the subjective tradition of Schleiermacher, he 
would just as sharply reject any suggestion that he stood for a naive biblicism 
or fundamentalism, That Prof. Barth had grown out of his former dialectical 
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position was, Prof, Gollwitzer pointed out, evident from his conception of the 
Resurrection, whi.ch he regarded as a plain, unparadcxial and undialectical fact, 
as a theclogical axiom and only permissible form of theological preconception, 
as a real manifestation of the Divine and an cbjective occurence in space and 
time. Many of the disciples of Prof. Barth in his earlier. days now opposed him 
on the position he took on his point today, Was this fact then quite so plain 
and straightforward, or did it not rather require faith and proclamation? 
| 

The theme for the second day was the pxcblems involved in the study 
of Gospel and Law. Prof, Iwand,of Gdéttingen, interpreted Prof. Barth's thought 
in such a way that the latter considered it to have been fully grasped, Any 
theology, he said, which took man as its starting-point, whether in an original 
revelation or in preconceptiors based on man's existantial situation, was a theol:- 
Ogy of Law and made man its pivot. Prof. Barth by his reversal of the usual 
order had inte@ded to demonstrate that where faith was concerned, the question 
was not concerning the existence of man but concerning tl good pleasure and 
glory of God. This was, of course, contested to a considerable degree by Luther- 
ans. Did not Prof. Barth tend, by his emphasis on the oneness of Law and Gos- 
pel, to cheapen grace, and to turn the drama cf the world into a play with a 
happy ending? And when Luther spoke of Law, was it not for him a question of 
demonstrating the desperate position of man without Christ? Did not Prof, Barth's 
doctrine necessarily issue in a doctrine of the restoration of all things? 


The tixird day was devoted to the problems raised by Prof. Barth's 
doctrine of Creation. Prof, 0. Weber, of Gottingen, introduced this theme, 
He pointed out that while most theologies of the Creation took as their starting- 
point a natural knowledge, on the part of man, of his nature as a finite and 
created being, without asking where all that knowledge is derived, Prof. Bartl. 
starts at the heart of the Biblical message, to show that whoever has discovered 
man to be a creation of God has also discovered heaven and earth to be such. 
He had thereby made a pronouncement of considerable weight soncerning the much- 
discussed question of a new basis for judgment as to man's being; he stood for 
a Christian humanism which takes as its standard, net Sraditional ideas derived 
from ancient philosophy and independent of the Bible, but the principle that in 
Jesus the Man the “ue measure of humanity has been attained. 


Just as the Church cannot exist by itselZ, but only throusa its 
inner unity with Christ, so it cannot exist for itself alone; but must become 
"a Church for the wrlde" Thus the practical questions for discussion arose 
directly out of the process of theological discussion, The negotiations con- 
cerning the future of Evangelisches Hilfsweriz, at the Hamburg Synod, brought 
up the whole matter of the Church's servico as "diakonia’; And there, as in the 
problem of remilitarisation, the great question wes, Wher2 was the Confessing 
Church today? Would it be able to apply its earlier insights to as good purpcse 
in this situation? Was it not for the Church to issue an umanimous and wmequivo- 
cal message concerning the situation, and was not such manimity necessary not only 
for theological and religious reasons, but for the sake of making the Church's 
voice heard in the world? Should not the decisions taken by the German Church in 
its own field be at the same time ecumenical decisions, that is, decisions mak- 
ing manifest the fellowship of the German Churchnwith the other Churches of the 
World Council? Prof. Barth, it was noted, held that the German Church sh ould 
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not allow itself to be too much constrained by the ecumenical question, since 
the Churches united in the fellowship of the World Council, exist in varying 
situations and are sued/with diverse probleme; there cannot, therefore, be uni- 


formity of decision by all. E.P.S, Geneva 
GERMANY Findings of the Synod of the EKiD 


This yeai’“: Syne of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKiD), meeting in 
Hamburg from April 2 to 5, with the former Minister of the Interior, Dr. Heine- 
mann, in the chair, was attended by J20 delegates from the 27 member Churches in 
the four Zones of Germany which form tlc EKiD, and by honorary visitors represent- 
ing the State authorities and Churches in other countries. Having first adopted 
the statement of accounts presente’ by Bishop Dibelius of Berlin, President of 
the EKiD Council, Kirchenprdsicent Martin Niemé:ler, Director of the Church 
Office for External Affairs, and others, the Synod occupied itself chiefly with 
the question of diaconal service, Not only did it adopt "a law concerning the 
constitution ef Evangelisches Hilfswerk," but it further issued a "Diaconal 
Message to the Evangelicai. Parishes," 


Previously conceived as "a provisional structure" for emergency 
relief, Evangelisches Hilfswerk, started directly after the war under the Jeader- 
ship of Dr. Eugen Gerstenmaier, has now become in altered form, "a definite 
structure of EKiD." Its directorate to date is being replaced by "a diaconal 
gub-council," consisting of 3 members of the EKiD Council, 6 representatives of 
the Inner liission, 6 representatives of Hilfswerk and 3 rank-and-file church 
memders including 2 women 


Concerning criticisms which had been levelled at the directors of 
Hilfswerk (they were accused of "irregularities" whereby "the interest of the 
State in the existence and maintenance of economy and currency" was alleged to 
have been endangered), a criticism described even by the State financial author- 
ities as unfounded, Bishop Dibelius made a statement to the assembled Synod. "The 
work of Hilfswerk," he said, "is now reaching a new stage, a period, we hope, of 
new nd productive and blessed beginning," It was therefore right and proper 
tiat a word of thanks be said to "the group of people who have borne the wrk of 
Hilfswerk during these years," Such thanks were clearly all the more necessary 
since certain arguments in the Press "are causing it to appear as if something 
like a shadow had descended upon the work of those employed in the Hilf swerk 


centre." Gratitude was dus "iin especial moasure to the man (Dre Gerstenmaier) 


through vh ose initiative the whole crganisation of Hilfswerk came into being." 


In this connecti.on algo the Hamburg Synod resolved upon a message of 
thanks to the Christian Churches cf the wrld, “whose help it has experienced in 
troubled times of distress," Linked with Christians all over the %c-ld in faith 
in Jesus Christ, "the Synod jis desirous of arousing, fostering and organising 
to good purpose in the parisies of the EXiD that same spirit of generous readi- 
ness to help and unselfish readiness to sacrifice whose fruits it has during 
these past yoars se wistintedly experience." 


In its "Diaconal. tiessage to the Parishes", the Synod declared, "The 
Church Assembly of Eisenach appealed in 1948, 'Behold the man whom Jesus Christ 
calls brother! (EPS Né. 28/1948). The Church Gathering in Essen last year 
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appealed, 'Save man, .because God saved him' (EPS Nos 32, 1950). In gratitude 
for the grace of God, we once more appeal, in the common responsibility laid 
upon us, 'Serve man,! 


"We must," it continues, "each of us in his owm place, -take 
man's part, without seeking to know whence that man comes or who he is, and 
thus counter hatred and mistrust, craving for power, covetousness and wrangling, 
with the mercy through which|we ourselves are able to live." And "just because 
ma's distress is gromm so disproportionate," the Church must, “together with 
the statemmen, seek for some way out. No Christian must withdraw behind the 
walls of the Church." 


The Synod of the EKiD, therefore; in accordance with a statement 
by its chairman, Dr. Heinemann, "went very deeply into the question of the 
Church's diaconal service... It further discussed with extreme frankness the 
tensions resulting from political events during the last few months, This dis- 
cussion. served to confirm the inner cohesion of Evangelical Christians in 
Germany, from the Saar to Silesia," 


It was emphasised that "Dr, Niemdller and Dr. Heinemann had not (in 
their declarations of opposition to the rearming of Germany) overstepped the 
boundary set in a democracy to the Word of God in relation to authority," but 
had acted "from extreme constraint of conscience". Dr. Niemdller expressed his 
surprise that his figuring on the political scene had been represented as part 
of a political campaign, Dr. Gerstenmaier, who is a denuty to the Federal 
Assembly, stated in this connection that "the political discussion" turned not 
on so-called rearmament, but on the proper order of precedence in which the 
conceptions of peace, unity and liberty should be placed. Everyone was in agree-— 
ment in wishing to know "how war is to be avoided," It was "from this point 
of view only" that there could be any talk of "contribution to defence." 

Bishop Lilje, of Hanover, added the observation that the Church could only plead 
for peace "if it lives itself on a basis of peace." 


Another question vhich came up before the Synod was that of Gemany's 
having a representative with the Holy See. Bishop Dibelius said that "by time- 
honoured German custom" a Protestant diplomat should be appointed. At the same 
time he stressed "the friendly relations existing with the Catholic Church." 

E.P.S. Geneva 


ENRATUM: Please correct in EPS No» ll, page 80, under GOLD COAST: 
"{ mainly non-Christian country (Christians, including Roman 
Catholics, about 14 per cent). " 
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Whitsunday Message of the Presidents of the World Council 
of Churches 


Whitsunday will be observed (Way 12) as an appropriate time to emphasise 
the story of the first Christian Pentecost. In this connection a Whitsunday 
Message has been prepared by the presidents of the World Council of Churches, 


which will be read from pulpits of churches of many denominations and of coun- 


tries throughout the world at the Whitsunday services. The message reads as 
follows; 


"This greeting is addressed to all Churches belonging to the World Council 


i of Churches in the hope that by God's grace it may reach every parish, congrega- 
‘ tion and individual member of these Churches, 


"The Churches which met in 1948 in Amsterdam and constituted the World Coun- 
cil of Churches expressed in a message from that assembly their intention to 
stay together. That was not a promise made only for times in which it is easy 
to maintain fellowship, It must be fulfilled especially in a time such as we 
live in, with its almost unbearable tensions between the nations. Let us there- 
fore remind ourselves and each other of the fact that the fellowship which our 
Lord Jesus Christ has created and continues to create includes every Christian 


parish, every Christian congregation and every church member who believes in 
Him as Saviour, 
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; "For Jesus Christ there exists no partition walls, and no men-made divisions 
i can prevent Him from entering in wherever men turn to Him in their great need. 

_ "The Life which is in Him" (1 John 5:11) cannot be divided. There are real 

_ differences between our Churches, but Christ is one and the same for all, 


"At Whitsuntide we are reminded how cur risen Lord and Saviour by the Holy 
E Spirit converted to Himself thousands of souls, brought them into the fellowship 
yi of His Church and gave them the comnon task of proclaiming His Kingdom "to the 
_ end of the earth" (Acts 1:8), Let then this Whitsunday of the year of grace 
1951 call us all in spite of our differences to worship together the Father, 


may 
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the Son and the Holy Spirit and to pray for a new awakening of the life of 
Christ in the hearts of us all. Let us join together in the joyous task of 
proclaiming the good news of the freedom in Christ to men everywhere, And let 
us realise that we all stand together in Jesus Christ, who Himself stands with 
those who look faithfully to Him. Thus we may by God's grace strengthen and 
inspire one another, knowing that those who praise God and trust in His grace 
and power in times of stress and anxiety are a great multitude which no man 
can number (Rev. 739). 


"Tet us from all corners of the earth unite in prayer, standing together 
before the throne of God and saying: 


“Almighty God, Father of Jesus Christ and Father of all Thy children on 
earth, redeemed through Thy Son, our Saviour! Thou hast encouraged us to lay 
before Thee everything that is in our minds, and Thou hast given us a promise 
that if two of us shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, 
it shall be done for them. We join today in thanking Thee for all Thy faith- 
fulness and for Thy blessings to us through good days and through days of strain 
and darkness and anxiety. We thank Thee that Thou hast united us in the salva- 
tion brought to men living in sin and without hope by the incarnation of Jesus 
Christ, Thy Son. We pray Thee; Let not the worst come upon mankind, deliver 
us from evil and help us toogen our hearts that we may hear the Spirit of God 
Speaking to us. We pray Thee, merciful God; give us a new revival according 
to Thy will, a new Pentecost, by which Christians may be made new, men may be 
saved and Thy will may be done on earth. We know that we are not worthy, we 
confess to Thee who are and how we have failed, but, God of Glory and of Mercy, 
onee more forgive us and lead us upon Thy way to bear witness of Thee to all 
the world. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen", 


The message is signed by Eivind Berggrav, Marc Boegner, Geoffrey Cantuar, 
John R. Mott, G. Bromley sear Presidents of the World Council of Churches. 
BeP.S. Geneva 


WEST AFRICA New Anglican Church Province Inaugurated 


(Freetown);- The new Anglican Church province of West Africa, comprising 
the present dioceses of Accra, Gambia and the Rio Pongas, Niger, Lagos, and 
Sierra Leone, was inaugurated by the Archbishop of Caiterbury in the context of 
the Holy Communion Service at Freetown Cathedral on April 17 (EPS No.12/13). 


On previous days the Archbishop had invested Bishop John Daly as Bishop 
of Accra and had consecrated the Rev. R.N. Coote as Bishop of Gambia. At the 
formal ceremony at Freetown, after the Creed, the articles of the constitution 
of the Province were signed by the diocesan and assistant bishops and by the 
Archbishop,who then read a declaration relinquishing his jurisdiction and trans- 
ferring it to the Province. The bishops, several of whom are Africans, part- 
icipated in the service, 


In his sermon at the cathedral the Archbishop of Canterbury said that the 
name of Freetown recalled the abolition of slavery, due to great Christian 
leaders who roused the conscience of Christian people; it was to Freetown that 
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liberated slaves came. but, he pointed out, freedom is far more than the re- 
moval of slavery. It is the painful learning of a lesson and the right using 
of power. 


There is opportunity for the Church of the Province of West Africa to 
direct its own course and to make its own decisions in loyalty to the wide 
fellowship of the Anglican Communicn, just when the peoples of Wiest Africa face 
their new venture in the sphere of government. "What they need...is precisely 
what the Church has to give = the gift of freedom, the right to use freedom 
aright... It is so easy for a Church to become shortsighted, self-centred, 
more concerned with itself than with Christ and the world He came to save. The 
new province«should keep its members aware always of their duty to help and re- 
deem, to seek and to save... I pray that Christ the Lord will make and keep 
you free men, worthy of your freedom, in Him, I pray that He will make you free 
creators of true freedom, through His gospel, to be the greatest of creative 
forces in the building of the Wess Africa of the future", 


Anglican missionary societies, which have played a notable part in the 
development of Christian life in tiest Africa, were represented by the Right Rev. 
J.L. Wilson, Dean of Manchester (for the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel), and bishop Lasbrey, lately the Bishop on the Niger (for the Church 
Missionary Society). E.P.S.Geneva 


Contributed Goods Programme of the Churches 


(Geneva):— The Department of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of 
the World Council of Churches has issued its 1951-52 "Contributed Goods Pro- 
gramme" which lists minimum food and clothing gifts required by destitute home- 
less refugees, hardpressed European church leaders and Church institutions, 
students and young people. 


When completed next arch, it is expected that the programme will have 
provided vitally-needed foods and clothing to nearly '700,000 needy Europeans in 
Rast Germany, West Germany, Austria, Yugoslavia, Greece, italy, Trieste France 
and Belgium-Luxemburg. 


Needed for the programme are 5,350 tons of “ood with an estimated value 
of $848,000, and 1,323 tons of clothing and shoes (mostly for refugees), custom- 
arily valued at one dollar a pound (or about $2,646,000). 


Total relief n-eds in the wesent programme, it is explained by World 
Council leaders, amount to about half of the goods required last year. A re- 
duction in need figures was made because more people in Europe are now able to 
help themselves. In Addition, the U.S. government has discosinued allocations 
of “surplus! food commodities, which in the past had enabled Churches to distri- 
bute large quantities of relief materials in various parts of the world. 


It is also pointed out that much foreign aid which formerly was directed 
to Europe has now been channelled into such areas of distress as Korea, India 
and Yugoslavia, 
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Most of the food and clothing required is expected to come from Church 
sources in the United States, through the Christian Rural Overseas Programmes 
(C.R.O.P.;), the Church World Service Department of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and the Lutheran World Relief. Other gifts 
are anticipated from Christians in Canada, New Zealand, Norway and Sweden. 


Needy Kuropeans expected to benefit from gifts obtained through the W.U.C. 
programme include 443,200 refugees and DP's; 148,000 under-privileged youth 
who wili be cared for in sumer camps; 56,950 aged, infirm and orphans living 
in Church-sponsored institutions; 21,750 Church leaders and their families; 
and 19,000 students suffering from malnutrition. 


Foods most needed are cheese, lard, wheat, dried beans, soybeans, flour, 
dried milk, macaroni, fish and honey. E.P.S.Geneva 


New Inter--Church Aid Pamphlet Issued 


(Geneva) ;- An illustrated 40-page brochure entitled "Fellowship in Christ- 
ian Sharing", which describes the work of the Department of Inter-Church Aid has 
been published by the Geneva office of the World Council of Churches. 


Designed as a reference manual for pastors and Church leaders, various 
sections of the booklet treat such topics as ecumenical aid to pastors and 
European Churches, the WCC's Health Programme, evangelism, youth and laymen's 
work; also Orthodox Churches in exile and a larger portion detailing the WCC's 
Service to Refugees. 


Pictures included depict distribution of material and spiritual aid from 
Churches in America, Britain, Holland, New Zealand and other countries, as well 
as diversified Inter-Church Aid activities within Kuropean Churches. 


The brochure is available (in English only) from the Geneva, London or 
New York offices of the World Council of Churches. Prices per copy have been 
set at 50 centimes (Switzerland), 9d. (Sterling area) and 15 cents (U.S.A. and 


Canada). £.P.S.Geneva 
UNTIED STATES Dr Leiper to Visit Australia and New Zealand 
.Chur ches 


Dr Henry Smith Leiper, an Associate General Secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, in New York, will fly from San Francisco on May 9 to visit the 
Churches of Australia and New Zealend, at the request of the church leaders of 
those countries. 


At Honolulu Dr Leiper will stop for four days to participate in the annual 
meeting of the Council of Churches in Honolulu. He will fly between the islands 
to address ga\nerings at various centres. From Australia and New Zealand he 
will return by way of Singapore, Cairo and nome, arriving in Rolle, Switzerland, 
in time to report to the Executive Committee and to the Central Committee meet- 
ings of the World Council of Churches at their gatherings in August. 

: E.P.S.Geneva 


SS 7 
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INDIA Ur Kraemer Reports on Laymen's Work 


(Madras):- Continuing his tour of India (see EPS No. 14), Dr H. Kraemer, 
Director of the Ecumenical Institute of Bossey, attended a conference of univers- 
ity teachers in the Y.M.C.A. camp at Awadi about five miles from Madras. At 
this conference, which had been prepared by Professor Chandran Devanesan, of 
Madras Christian College, there was a vivid discussion of problems of university 
life and of rural life in India, of syncretism, the Indianisation of Christian- 
ity and "how to bring a more organic relation into being between the teaching 
of various subjects and the Christian faith", rsported Dr Kraemer. i+ the con- 
clusion it was decided to start a movement of Christian university teachers. 


With bishop Lesslie Newbigin (of the Church of South India), tir M.M.Thomas 
and the Reve R.. Keitham at the Kodaikanal Ashram (Christian retreat and study 
centre), Dr Kraemer joined with two groups of laymen in conferences on the 
meaning and scope of their Christian vocation in Indian society. "These con- 
ferences proved to be very successful, for participants really got a vision of 
the task as a whole", he writes. In Travancore and in the Tanil country the 
gathering of laymen of various professions for such consultations is gaining 
ground. Plans were discussed and defined for developing the future work of a 
Christian Institute for Social Study which has its office in the United Theo- 


logical College in Bangalore, E.P.S.Geneya 
FRANCE Social Christianity Congress 


The Congress on Social Christianity met from March 30 tc April 1 in Mont- 
béliard. Its overall theme, "The Subjection and Liberation of Man", was dealt 
with in three lectures, given by Pastor E. Lauriol (who spoke warmly and with 
emotion of the lite Pastor tlie Gounelle as being not only the spirit behind the 
Social Christianity movement but its "burning conscience!!), the Socialist Deputy 
M. André Philip, and Prof, R. Mehl of Strasbourg. Reports were alw presented 
concerning liberation from subjection to alcohol, subjection to war and social 
subjection. 


The Congress gave utserance to its hopes on a number of swbhjects, includ- 
ing peace, Indo-China, German disarmament, China and Korea, and appealed that 
French Christians should demand an end to the war in Indo-China "by negotia- 
tion; without considering questions of interest or prestige". As regards 
German disarmament, the Congress declared that, in view of the way in which so 
many German Christians are protesting on grounds of conscience against rearmament, 
these latter should be "supported by our prayers and our brotherly assistance", 
In the matter of China and Korea, the Congress held that "the United Nations and 
the French Government in particular owe it to themselves to take all pport- 
umnities for negotiating the settlement, by free elections, of the longed-for 
unification of Korea... and that the United Netions must make every effort to 
take in the future the preventive measures needed to avoid the outbreak of 
dangerous local conflicts", 


The Congress examined the sit uation created in France by inflation, and 
appealed to the aut:orities to take steps to cope with the axcanmodation shortage, 
and to readjust the scale of salaries and pensions, "It regards as exceedingly 
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distressing the fact that considerable groups within the population are period- 
ically obliged to have recourse to strikes in order to ensure the re-establish- 
ment of their standard of living", E.P.S.Geneva 


Successor to Archbishop Germanos 


The Holy Synod of the Qecumenical Patriarchate, meeting on April 12 in 
Istanbul, appointed Bishop Athenagoras, Metropolitan of Philadelphia, to be 
Archbishop and Exarch for Western EKurope, in succession to the Jate Metropolitan 
Germanos (see EPS No. 4). Bishop Athenagoras, who was born in Corfu, was pre- 
viously head of the theological college in Philadelphia, U.S.A.; he was sub- 
sequently Bishop of Boston, and lester Apostolic Dele gate in Athens, After 
spending a short time in Athens, he went back to the United States as Metro- 
politan of Philadelphia. On the death of Archbishop Germanos, Bishops Athena-— 
goras was appointed "locum tenens" in London, where he is at the present time. 

E.P.S Geneva 


Church Leaders Conference on Near East Refugee Problems 


To survey what the Churches are already doing to succour in their growing 
plight the refugees in the Near East and to consider appropriate futwre action, 
leaders of Churches and missionary societies in that region and from the United 
States and Kurope will meet in conference from May 4-8 at Beirut, Lebanon. 


This conference is being jointly convened by the Department of Inter-Church 
Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches and the Inter- 
national Missionary Council, The refugee situation today and present relief 
activities will be presented by, amongst others, representatives of Orthodax 
Churches in the Near East, Dr W.G. Greenslade of the Syria Lebanon Mission 
(Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.), Mr S.A. Morrison (Church Missionary Society, 
Cairo), and Major-General Kennedy (Director-General, United Nations Works and 
Helief Agency in the Near East). 


Dr W.A. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
will speak on "The spiritual significance of Inter-Church Aid", Other conference 
participants include; Mrs Mildred Horton (Congregational Christian Churches, 
U.S.A.), Dr Charles Leber (Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.), Dr Gloria Wysner (Inter- 
national Missionary Council), the Rev. Herbert Waddams (Church of England Coun- 
cil on Foreign Relations), the Anglican Bishop of Jerusalem and in Egypt, the 
Rt Revs Weston Stewart and Geoffrey Allen; the Archimandrite Benedict (Greek 
Orthodox) , Miss Sarah Chakko (India), and Dr Robert Mackie, Director of the 
Inter-Church Aid Department and Service to Refugees. The ancient Eastern 
Churches as well as the Younger Churches in that area will be represented. 


Four working parties chosen among the delagates will consider in detail 
and present findings to the concluding plenary sessions on such problems as; 
relief plans and cooperation between voluntary relief agencies in the Near East 
and between them and United Nations agencies; rehabilitation possibilities, 
housing, employment and education; recent decisions of the U.N. and their re- 
lations to refugee groupes and individuals; Inter-Church aid and the awakening 
of world-wide interest through the Churches in support of such measures. Before 


— 
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the conference meets delegates will visit in two groups refugee camps in Trans~ 
jordan and Jerusalem, and at Gaza, Tyre and Sidon respectively. #.P.S.Geneva 


/ 


GERMANY i951 Lay Assembly to Proclaim Christian Unity 
in Berlin 


(Berlin):- Some 200,000 laity from all parts of Germany and delegations 
from other countries are expected to take part in the 1951 Evangelical Lay 
Assembly which is to be held from July 11-15 in both West and East sectors of 
Berlin with the consent of both the West German Federal Government and the East 
zone German Government, 


Over-all theme of the assembly is ; "For all that, we are brothers" and 
this will be interpreted in the ccentext of contemporary life by four working 
committees dealing with these four aspects; "Witain the Church" - "At Home" - 
“Within the Nation" ~ "At Work", The assembly will not bear the character of a 
political demonstration but mass meetings are to be held as an expression of 
Christian unity transcending ideological differences, for instance, a youth 
gathering in the Bast sector Walter Ulbricht Stadium, and a women's meeting in 
West sector open air theatre, while the assembly proper meets in the Olympic 
Stadium, 


Two exhibitions are being prepared for conference visitors, "Christian 
Literature" and a collection of Martin Luther documents. Dr Reinold von 
Thadden, president of the Lay Assembly, pointed out that the theme of brother- 
hood is linked, for Christians, with honour to God as the common Father, The 
needs of our time requircd, he pointed out: 1) Dealing with realities, free 
from illusions; 2) Resolute facing of contemporary responsibilities; 3) Biblic- 
al basis of God's truth in the world; 4) Manly obedience to God's majestic and 
merciful command; 5) Real love for brethren and a genuine readiness for sacri- 
fice and service. ; 


In a message "Call to the berlin Assembly" issued by bishop Dibelius, in 
his capacity of patronship, he expresses "Thanks to the goodness of God who 
calls us to His service in the city of Berlin which bears so much responsibilitys 
We know the risk and danger entailed, particularly in this city. Let us there- 
fore use the opportunity and work in the strength of Him who said !I must work 
the works of Him who sent me, while it is day; the night cometh, when no man 
can work! (St John 9;4)." Meetings of German missionary societies, of the 
Evangelical Student Associations and of Church youth groups will be held in 


Berlin simultaneous’with the Assembly's sessions. E.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Ecumenical Relations of N.C.C. 


(Cleveland):- The formation of the Central Deparment of Ecumenical Rela- 
tions of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. (N.C.C.) was 
announed at the opening session of a two-day conference (April 10-11) of Americ- 
an Churches holding membership in the World Council of Churches. The agency will 
function under the leadership of Dr Robbins W. Barstow, a former executive of 
Church World Service. Areas in which the department will function, and which 
are relevant to the work of both the National and World Councils, include evan— 
gelism, economic surveys, Bible studies, and the relationship of the Church to 
society as a whole. The department will act in a consultative capacity in regard 
to American church representation at overseas church conferences. [H.P.S.Geneva 


ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


17, ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA 
TEL. 54333 (67130)  Telegr.; *OIKUMENE GENEVA” 


= 


under the auspicea of 


the WORLD COUNCIL of CHURCHES 
the INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL 
the WORLD’S ALLIANCE of YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
the WORLD’S YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 
the WORLD’S STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION 
the WORLD COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
the UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES 


‘The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in.and about the Churches 
. and Christian movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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The Churches and International Affairs 


At its meeting in London on April 18, the British Council of Churches 
approved the following resolution, after a debate in which those taking part in- 
cluded the Archbishop of York, the Deans of Chichester and of Christ Church, 
Dublin, Professor William Manson (Chairman, Church of Scotland Inter-Church Rela- 
tions Committee), Professor R.D. Whitehorn (Moderator, Presbyterian Church of 
England), the Rev. E. Benson Perkins (an Ex-President of the Methodist Conference) , 
Dr Hugh Martin (Baptist Union), and Sir Frank Willis (Acting Chairman of the Coun- 
cil'ts International Department in the absence of Mr. Kenneth Grubb). The resolu- 
tion runs. as follows; 


"That the Council recommend that its constituent Churches should seek from 
their own legislative assemblies approval for the following general lines of 
policy which the Council, through its International Department, hopes to pursue 
if assured of sufficient support to enable it to take joint action in their name; 


Cf ee ee ee eee ee ee ee 


"A Policy for Common Action 

1) To maintain and if possible strengthen available means of communication 
and intercourse with the leaders and members of the Churchesin Eastern Kurope and 
China, in an effort to prevent the grave misunderstandings that arise from isola- 
tion on both sides and to hold firmly by the unity that God has given us through 
} the World Council of Churches. 


a ee ee 


\ "2) To emphasise the common spiritual inheritance which binds the people of 
4 the British Isles to the other peoples of kurope and to promote a deeper under- 

f standing of their problems, so that the Churches may make their distinctive con- 

: tribution to European unity. 


4 "3) To support H.il., Government and the United Nations in their efforts to 
: uphold the Law of Nations, to resist aggression and to succour its victims. (It 
_ is recognised that some from a no less Christian conviction cannot euEeEee re- 

_ sistance by military action). 
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"4) To support H.M. Government end the United Nations in persistent attempts, 
over a period of years if necessary, to negotiate with Soviet Russia and with the 
People's Republic of China, a just and workable settlement of outstanding problems 
that threaten the peace of the world. 


"5) To oppose racial discrimination wherever it is found, at home or over- 
seas; in particular to support and apply the principle of partnership in all re-_ 
lationships, official and personal, with other members of the multi-racial Common- 
wealth to which we belong. 


"6) To urge immediate increased support to the overseas service of the 
Churches, so that adequate personnel and money may enable them to take full ad- 
vantage of the opportunity still open to them to proclaim the Gospel and lay the 
spiritual foundations on which alone a just and peaceful order of society may be 
established. 


"7) To support the efforts of H.M. Government to give social and economic 
assistance to the peoples of Asia and Africa through Colonial development schemes 
and the Colombo Plan, even if it means reducing standards of living in this country. 


"{ Call to Positive Thought and Action 

"In the belief that a concerted movement within the Churches during the 
coming months may do much to combat apathy and the acceptance of the idea of a 
third world war as inevitable, and also to direct men's thoughts, hopes, prayers 
and activities into positive channels that make for peace, the Councilagreed to 
call upon each constituent Church which approves the policy outlined above to 
commend it by all possible means to its own congregations and organisations for 


study and action", E.P.S.Geneva 
NO HWAY Inter-Church Relations 


(Oslo)s:- A special committee tc promote closer relations between the 
Church of England and the Scandinavian Lutheran Churches was formed in Oslo at a 
conference held at the end of March and attended by representatives of the Anglican 
Church and the Lutheran Churches of Denmark, Norway and Iceland. Five of the 12 
delegates belonged to the Anglican Church, three each to the Norwegian and Danish 
Churches, and one to the Icelandic Church. 


Named as members of the committee were Dr Hivind Berggrav, former Primate 
of Norway, Professor Regin Prenter, of Denmark, chairman of the Commission on Theo- 
logy of the Lutheran World Federation, and Professor S.L. Greenslade, of Durham, 
England, 


Good progress, says "The Guardian" (London, April 20, 1951), was made in 
the discussion of the doctrinal and practical matters which bear upon the relation 
of the Churches and the possibility of full communion between them. It was 
arranged that each delggation should present its own report to the authorities of 
its own Church, E.P.S.Geneva 
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AUSTRIA Government Support for Refugee Work 

As a result of the refugee work of the World Council of Churches and the 
Lutheran World Federation, Dr Just, Secretary of the Interior, sent the following 
letter to all local representatives of the Austrian government, Inasmuch as the 
State of Austria is predominantly Roman Catholic, the letter is particularly 
Significants 


"To all offices of the L¥nder governments; 

"Two international relief organisations, the Lutheran World Federation and 
the World Council of Churches, have formed a joint counselling service to help 
refugees settle here in Austria. 


"In view of the inadequate means which can be given to the Lander by the 
Bund, we want to welcome every assistance from outside sources. The representatives 
of these two organisations, however, have informed the Ministry that in the per- 
formance of their work, they often meet with difficulties in local Austrian offices, 
where they lose much time and do not receive full cooperation, 


"The Ministry of the Interior want to point out that both organisations are 
to be assisted in every way possible so far as the Austrian budget permits. The 
two agencies report that their representatives all carry proper identification. 
The Resettlement Offices of tne Lunder are invited to act as the go-between for 
the percesenteblves of these international agencies and the Austrian Government". 

E.P.S.Geneva 


_ GREECE Self - Help 


On Greek Independence Day, March 25, the Archbishop of Athens, Metropolitan 
Spiridion, launched an appeal to the Greek people to organise a national collection 
for the rebuilding of churches destroyed during the war. 


He recalled that 800 churches had been wrecked, thus depriving 800 villages 
of their spiritual centre, "Thousands of Greeks", he emphasised, "who are striving 
hard to remain Greek and Christian, are without the moral support of their Church", 
It would be impossible to complete the material reconstruction of the country with- 
out including therein its moral reconstruction. "Ifthe “eads of the Government 
have not included the rebuilding of churches in their programme, it is solely be- 
cause material needs are so pressing. But it is the Greek people who will under- 
take responsibility for rebuilding their churches, Rich and poor will contribute 


. their share to this collection, The clergy have already got together three 


million drachmas" , E.P.S.Geneva 
GERMANY Religious Instruction at School in Berlin 


(Berlin) ;- 85% of all Berlin children are registered for religious in- 
struction. This is provided during school hours in the Berlin schools exclusively 


on the responsibility of the Church, by teachers trained by the Church itself - 


catechists, teachers giving religious instruction in addition to their other 
lessons, pastors, deacons, organists and other workers in the service of the 
Church, 
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ligious instruction in the schools, people came forward from every calling and 
walk of life, in answer to its appeal, to enter this new service of the Church, 
Catechists were then trained by means both of evening classes and of fwll-time 
courses. The latter were for a period first of three months, and later of six, 
until two-year courses were finally started in the seminary established in Zehlen- 
_dorf, Berlin, in 1947, for 50-60 students each, The evening classes also now cover 
/a period of one year, Over the last five years, some 3,000 catechists have been 
trained, of whom 762 are officially employed. 


When the Protestant Church was commissioned in May 1945 to take over re- 


; The catech*= ical work is at present being performed by 762 catechists (508 
“in West Berlin, 254 in East Berlin), 399 teachers (340 in West Berlin, 59 in East 
Berlin), and 299 pastors, deacons, organists and other church workers (171 in West 
Berlin, 128 in East Berlin). 300,000 Berlin children are receiving religious in- 
struction, There are still 7 schools in West berlin and 5 in East Berlin which 
are without religious instruction, as well as particular classes, sometimes for 
‘lack of teachers, and sometimes for lack of money. 


h The local churches have done everything humanly possible to ensure the up- 
keep of the catechists by collections of money, In 1949 the "school penny" scheme 
was started. But even that did not bridge the gap. Finally a scheme was establish- 
-ed whereby the funds were raised by the City Synod, the parishes and the Board of 
Education (of the Church). In the Western sector it has proved impossible to over- 
come the difficulties, At present the catechists' salaries are being paid "only" 
two weeks behind schedule. The Churches of other countries have made frequent and 
large-scale contributions in cash and kind in order to alleviate the economic 
‘distress of the Berlin catechists, 


Negotiations are at present in progress with the city authorities concern- 
‘ing financial subsidies for the provision of religious instruction to the schools. 
E.P,o-Geneva 


{ New Church Constitution 


At the beginning of this year the new Church Constitution governing the 
life of the Orthodox Church of Bulgaria was approved, According to these regula- 
tions Bulgaria is to have a Patriarch, 


In January of this year Metropolitan Kyril of Plovdiv became the head of 
‘the Holy Synod in place of Archbishop Paissy, Metropolitan of Vravza., 


The new Church Assembly (Tsrkovno--narodniat sobor) is composed cf one 
-archpriest, three priests and four laymen of each diocese, by representatives of 
monasteries, seminaries and other church bodies, B.P.S.Geneva 


The Missionary Consultation of the World's Student Christian 
Beet ne) renor orion 5 Berdabsepndes hat bee rite 
From April 3 to 7 at Rolle, Switzerland, the World's Student Christian 
Federation held a Consultation on the "missionary and ecumenical respons.bility of 
the Student Christian Movement today". There were seme forty participants from 
various countries, among whom were student and senior leaders of the national 


No. 17 - April 27, 1951 -5- 116 


Student Christian Movements, experts in evangelism and foreign missionary work 
and leaders of the ecumenical movement. 


The Consultation was carried on around three main subjects: (1) The Place 
of Evangelism in the Christian Faith; (2) The Place of Missions in the Church; 
and (3) The Theological toundation for the Integration of the Missionary and 
Ecumenical Movements. 


There has always beer a close relationship between the history end work 
of the W.S.C.F. and the missionary life of the Church. In fact, the W.S.C.F. was 
organised by Dr John R, Mott and his colleagues not only for the purpose of 
evangelising the students in the university world, but also because of their po- 
tentialities as missionaries abroad. 


One concept clearly brought forth in the course of the meeting was that of 
the evangelistic "frontiers", In the document entitled "Where are the Frontiers?" 
it is said; “In general terms we wish to stress that there is a frontier for 
Christian witness wherever there is a man who does not believe in Jesus Christ... 
Nevertheless, it is essential to recognise that people are not individuals in the 
abstract but men and women of flesh and blood, living in a particular sociological, 
cultural and ideological environment and it is in that environment that they must 
be met. A frontier of Christian witness is to be defined both in terms of people 
and of those which determine their existence... 


"Frontiers of Christian witness can also be described in terms of (1) 
Frontiers of the oncoming society, i.e., all points at which history is being 
shaped, especially points of actual and potential revolutionary tension, and these 
include the following realms of action and lifes political and economic, in- 
dustrial and technological, culture and educational; 


"(2) Frontiers of the mind, i.e. all points at which ideological and in- 
tellectual forces are at work for shaping the human intellect and culture, especial- 
ly points of intellectual transformation and growth. These include the following 
forms of thought; political and religious ideologies, the arts and literature, 
natural and applied sciences, social sciences. 


"Although geographical factors cannot be entirely neglected they are not 
nowadays of primary importance in matters of Christian witness, On the one hand, 
if the Church has a real strategy of frontier work, it can only be on a scale of 
the field of action of the Church, i.e., the world, and no distinction can be made 
between service on the frontier at home and abroad. On the other, it is clear 
that at the present moment the frontiers present basically the same character 
throughout the world and the task to be performed has the same fundamental require~ 
ments. Any separation between home and foreign missions except for practical pur- 


poses weakens effective Christian witness..." E.P.S Geneva 
CANADA The Future of French-Speaking Protestants 


A vital problem is facing the French-speaking Protestants of Canada, that 
of the education of their young people. The French Protestant Montreal paper 
"L'Aurore'' recently published an article on the subject, stressing the following 


points: 


j 
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The present system tends to "Anglicise' the children. If this does not 
constitute a loss from the confessional standpoint, it none the less leads to a 
continual weakening of the French Protestant position, In the Province of Quebes, 

for instance, there are many French-Canadians who have lost their faith and whom 
the Protestant Church would like to reash, But the Anglicising of the younger 

generation is weakening the Protestant witness at the very time when it is more 
urgently needed than ever. 


Faced by this situation, two groups have opened discussions with the Pro- 
testant Education Commission in Montreal. They are the Inter~Church Committee of 
the Qeuvre Francaise, which comprises official representatives from the Anglican, 
Baptist, Presbyterian and United Churches, and the Educaticn Committee of the 

French Protestant Forum, which holds meetings once a month for men from the Pro- 
_testant Churches of Montreal. These groupes have requested the Education Commis- 
| sion to investigate the situation, and to consider intensifying the teaching of 
ieee to the pupils of the Protestant schools, in order that they may not lose 
their language and culture. There is no question of setting up separate schools, 
encouraging French-speaking nationalism or dividing off the French-speaking Pro- 
‘ _testants from the English-speaking, E.P.o Geneva. 


" WEST_AFRICA sronbssnep. pt, New Angel iogn Province: Be eee, 


(Freetown):- The Right Rev. Leslie Gordon Vining, who had been Bishop of 
Lagos since 1940, has been elected Archbishop of the newly created Anglican Church 
province of West Africa (see EPS No, 16), He was blessed by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, who relinquished his jurisdiction over the five component dioceses, 
hitherto under the See of Canterbury, E.P.S.Geneva 


Strengthening Relations with Asian Youth 


mittees of the World Council of Churches and the World Council of Christian Educa- 
tion have agreed that Miss Jean M, Fraser, of Geneva, director of the WCC's Youth 
Department, should spend at least eighteen months travelling among Asian Churches, 
ee ne late this year, 


This action was taken as the committees followed up reports of increased 
Bitercst in Christian youth work amongst Asian Churches, together with requests 
from them for help in making policy, training youth leaders and in publishing 
materials, The committees also noted that the projected next World Conference of 
‘Christian Youth, which will be held in Travancore, India, in December, 1952, has 
to some exten’: accounted for the growing interest amongst Asian Churches in 
Christian youth work, 


; 
. 
; 
. 
q 
| 
: (Hirsau, Germany):~ The European sections of the Youth Department com~- 


f Commit’.ce members from Great Britain, France, Switzerland,Germany and 
‘Greece attended the sessions at Hirsau, from April 20-23, as did representatives 
from Syria, India and the United States, who are expected to carry reports of the 
“meeting to the Asian and American sections of the Youth Department Committees. 


In other actions, the committee 


— 
i 
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1. Agreed to continue discussions with mission boards in the U.S.A. and 
Britain on the subject of training young people and youth leaders in we Younger 
Churches. 


2. Urged special attention to youth aspects of Ecumenical Education and 
Bible study-leadership training through Regional Institutes of the World Council 
of Christian Education, 


3. Accepted a proposal for closer cooperation between the Youth Department 
and the World Council of Churches! Service to Refugees to promote inclusion of 
refugee youth within the cp esabian of young people in the indigenous Churches. 


4, Heard a report that the programme of Ecumenical Work Camps is being 
rapidly integrated into the life of the Youth Department, and that camps were 
planned for twelve countries of Europe, Asia and America during 1951. 


5. Approved a plan to hold a conference of European editors of Christian 
youth journals and journalists writing for young people. E.P.S.Geneva 


"The Student World! 


The Second Quarter for 1951 of "The Student World", the magazine of the 
World's Student Christian Federation, has just appeared. It is entitled "Man's 
Disorders" and deals with the relation of the doctrine of man to the Christian 
evangelistic task. As Philippe Maury, the editor, remarks: “It may be that the 
Church no longer is dealing wth what we used to call ‘normal! human beings, but 
with a new kind of intelligent animal with unknown instincts, unforeseeable re- 
actions and incomprehensible beliefs", 


The main articles are "The Predicament of the Modern Intellectual", by 
Martin Jarrett-Kerr, C.sRe: "Some Remarks on ‘Communist Man'™, by Henry Jacqz; 
"Christian Faith and Psychiatry", by Charles Durand; "The Crisis of Anthropology" 
by Léon Zander; "Man and the Guidance of the Hidden God in the Old Testament", 
by Gerhard von Rad; "American Universities and the American Way of Life", by 
Kenneth Reeves; "Behold the Man", by K.H. Ting. There are also the usual chro- 


nicles, travel diary, and book reviews, BP.S.Beneva 
UNITED STATES Death of Bishop Jasinski 


The Right Rev. John Z, Jasinski, Bishop of the Buffalo diocese of the 
Polish National Catholic Church in America, died on April 2 in Buffalo (Pitts- 
burgh). Bishop Jasinski had visited Europe several times, In May 1938 he took 
part in the meeting which elaborated the constitution of the World Council of 
Churches at Utrecht, In 1948 he attended the first Assembly of the World Council 
in Amsterdam as a delegate of his Church. Last year he represented Dr A. Rinkel, 
Archbishop of the Old Catholic Church in Utrecht, at the meeting of the Central 


Committee of the World Council of Churches in Toronto, E.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Death of E.M.Robinson 


Edgar M. Robinson died in Springfield, Mass. on April 9, at the age of 84, 
He devoted his life to service with boys. In 1900 he became the first National 
Boy's Work Secretary in the U.S.4. and for the next 22 years he played an active 
part in the development of a national programme for Y.M.C.A. work with boys. It 
was his influence which led to the national Hi-Y movement. In 1922 E.M.Robinson 
joined the staff of the World's Committee of Y.M.C.4.s as its boy's work executive. 
Besides devoting a life-time to Y.M.C.a. activities, he played a major part in 
the early development of the American Scout Movement. B.P.S.Geneva 
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World's Y.W.C 2k» Council Meeting 


The next meeting of the Worldis Y.W,C.A4, Council is to take place at 
Beirut, Lebanon, October 14~24. 


The Council is the legislative body of the World's Y.l7.C.4. and is com- 
posed of representatives of National Y.W.C.4.'s affiliated to the World's Y.W.C.4. 
The delegates at Beirut will dealwith questions of the policy, practice and affi- 
liations of the movement, and also decide on the main lines of programme for the 
ensuing four~year period or until the next Council Meeting. 


Special attention will be given at the Beirut meeting to; the respons- 
ibility of the Y.W.C.4. in international affairs; the ecumenical responsibilities 
of the World's Y.W.C.A,3; and the financing of a voluntary movement in the world 
of today. 


Some of the reasons which led to the choice of Beirut as meeting place 
for the Council were; the fact of the Middle East being the cradle of many re- 
ligions; the situation of the Middle Hast on a frontier between East and West; 
the opportunity it wouid give of enabling visiting delegates to see Christian work 
operating in the presence of other strong religious forces; the presence of so 
many refugees, which will give a sense of reality to discussions on the whole sub- 


ject of uprooted people. E.P,S Geneva 
UNITED STATES — Problems of Home Missions 


Mass population shifts in the U.S.4. have created difficult problems for 
home missions, according to Dr Herman N. Morse, chairman of the Division of Home 
Missions of the Naticnal Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., in a report 
delivered at a meeting of the Board in New York. 


Dr Marse said that during the past decade there had been "the greatest re- 
shuffling of population in our nation's history, He pointed out that this re- 
shuffling had meant "racidal changes for thousands of Churches!!', These changes, 
in some cases, "involved a drastic decline because of decreases in membership; 
in others the changes "had Jed to the deveiopment of a new type of ministry de- 
signed to meet the needs of a new type of congregation" , 


One of the major probh®ems, Dr Morse asserted, was "the rise of an increas- 
ing number of people for whom migrancy is a state of mind, who sit loose to the 
community, and who have slight sense of social responsibility or community attach- 
ment, The problem of how to evangelise a procession is a real one", he concluded. 
"Jt calls for special technique of evangelisation and service". 


At the same meeting it was reported that a National Laymen's Committee is 
to be created as a standing committee of Men's Department, 4&4 major function of 
this committee, which would be created as an experiment for the 1951-52 biennium, 
would be "to help the National Council make the most effective use possible of 
laymen's experience and ability", and provide "a partnership between the laymen 
and the ministers'' in the work of the Council. The project was approved by the 
General Board, E.P.S.Geneva 
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(Geneva)s- Addressing here the Seventh session of the United Nations Con- 
mission on Human Rights, its chairman, Dr Charles Malik, of Lebanon, urged the 
importance of the inclusion of others besides lawyers in the proposed committee 
on Human Rights, the composition of which, under the proposal for Article 19, is 
to be determined by personal capacity and not by representation of governments, 


Recognised competence in the problem at stake was, he felt, more important 
than legal experience. Human rights were far more than being a matter merely of 
law, It was not the lawyers who had risen against Hitler but the Churches and 
certain intellectual milieux, One or two members of the committee should, of 
course, be lawyers, but Dr Malik suggested also persons with attainments in theo-~ 
logy, philosophy and even poetry. Senstitiveness to human suffering and human 
values was an essential pre-requisite in those who should be Called upon to serve, 


The committee would have to deal with possible violations of human rights 
and should therefore include members who had experience of the deeper intellect- 


ual and spiritual forms of thought. E.P.S.Geneva 
THAILAND First Ecumenical Work Camp 


Forty-two young people of both sees are taking part in the first inter- 
national Christian work camp ever held in Uhattm? (Apri2-9-May 5)+ The project is 
Sponsored by the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches, 


The camp is located at a Christian homestead community farm in the village 
of Chiengrai, 100 miles north of Bangkok, The community comprises 60 Christian 
families who are attempting together to make a liveable community out of what 
formerly was a jungle. Started by missionaries, this Christian community is help— 
ing the villagers use new equipment in reclaiming and cultivating land in the 
nearby jungle, 


a 
5. 
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Participating in the camp are America, Japanese, ilalay and Thailand Christ- 
ians, and five young Buddhists, Their practical construction task is to build 
the walls for a local Christian church where villagers can join in worship, and 
also the cooperative work with the villagers in constructing an equipment build- 


ing. E.P.S.Geneva 
KOREA Christian Witness in the Midst of Warfare 


While war still rages in Korea news comes of Christian life surviving and, 
at some points, even extending in that peninsula, Church official reported from 
Pusan that 2,000 South Korean soldiers have joined Protestant Churches since the 
beginning of 1951, Many of the converts were given instruction in the Christian 
faith while undergoing hospital treatment for their wounds, Acting on a resolu- 
tion sponsored by Christian members , the South Korean National Assembly voted 
for the setting up of a special committee to investigate the alleged slaughter 


by South Korean Government troops of innwyic: persons, including villagers at 
Kochang in Kyung Sang province, in the course of warfare against North Korean 
forces. B.P.S.Geneva 
PUERTO RICO Roman Catholic, Protestant Leaders Begin 
Conference 


(San Juan)s- Recommendations regarding religious clauses to be included 
in a proposed Puerto Rican constitution were submitted by Roman Catholic and Pro— 
testant Church leaders at a joint conference in San Juan, 


The conference was the first of a series to be held prior to a referendum 
on June 4th in which Puerto Ricans will decide whether or not they want their 
own constitution (see EPS No. 47, 1950). 


The Protestant group represented the Association of Evangelical Churches, 
Methodists, Baptists, Lutherans, Episcopalians and Pentecostals, 


It was proposed by the Roman Catholic group that the constitution guarantee 
citizens the right to choose the type of education they want their children to 
receive, and that it authorise the State to help religious schools and charitable 
agencies in any possible Way e 


The Protestants suggested that the clauses on religious liberty in the 
United States Constitution be included in the Puerto Rican charter, They also 
recommended the adoption of clauses in the Puerto Rican Organic Law prohibiting 
the use of public funds or properties for the direct or indirect benefit of any 
particular religious group. 


Judge Martin Traviesco, former president of the Puerto Rico Supreme Court, 
@ Homan Catholic representative, presided at the conference, It was decided that 
each group would study the points submitted by the other and that attempts would 
be made at subsequent conferences to arrive at a general agreement on the recom- 
mendations suggested, £-eP.S,Geneva 
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LATIN AMBRICA Religious Liberty Gains 


Conditions as to religious freedom for Protestant groups in Latin America 
are generally much improved over what they have been in the past, according to 
Dr Baez Camargo, Secretary for Literature of the Committee on Cooperation in 
Latin America (Division of Foreign Missions of the National Christian Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.). Dr Camargo is a vice-president of the 
International Missionary Council and a member of the Joint Committee of the 
Ieif.C, and the World Council of Churches. However, Dr Camargo says, he continues 
to be concerned over some problems of religious freedom in Colombia and Mexico. 


In both Colombia and Mexico freedom of religion is guaranteed by the Cons- 
titution of the country, but local and state police sometimes turn their backs 
upon violence or refuse to give Protestants the guaranteed protection as to rights. 


In Mexico it is difficult to open new chapels for public worship, because 
all churches (either Roman Catholic or Protestant) are national property. It is 
therefore necessary to apply to the Department of the Interior for permission to 
Open a chapel for public worship. Applications from Protestant sources are usual- 
ly not refused, but simply not answered, In the case of the tom of Tavernillas, 
in the State of liexico, there was recently a clear-cut refusal, and this was made 
a test case. Grounds for the refusal were the statement of the mayor and state 
government officials that because the Protestants were a minority, opening the 
chapel would constitute a threat to the peace, A Supreme Court ruling in February 
1951 held that the Ministry of the Interior did not exceed its authority in re- 
fusing permission toqen the chapel ~ but the case is being appealed on grounds 
of constitutionality, The Mexican Constitution cf 1917 guarantees freedom of 
worship to any minority. 


Only in Argentina and Santa Domingo, Dr Camargo said, were there real pro- 
blems concerning freedom of the press, local editors, however, are frequently 
opposed o. incifferent to Protestant news. In Chile and Cuba editors are inclin- 
ed to give Protestant news its share of spare in proportion to public interest. 


£eP.S.»Geneva 
JAPAN New Law Guarantees Religious Freedom 


(Tokyo):- Legal guarantees of freedom accorded Christian Churches in 
Japan since the end of the war have been embodied in the new Religious Corpora-~ 
tions Law passed by the Lower House and the House of Councillors. The law is 
expected to be officially promulgated soon in Tokyo. 


One of the most important clauses in the law deals with freedom of re- 
ligious belief, worship and propaganda. It says: "Freedom of faith guaranteed 
in the constitution must be respected in all phases of government. Therefore, no 
provision in this law shall be construed as restricting any individual, group of 
organisation from disseminat;ing teachings, observing ceremonies or functions and 
conducting other religious acts on the basis of said guaranteed freedom", 


Thus for the first time in the legal history of Japio, Protestant and R 
Roman Catholic terms for dioceses, churches, monasteries, etc», have been incor- 
porated in the law, along with corresponding terms for various non-Christian 
religions, £.P-SGeneva 
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UNITED STATES liacarthur Sees Peace Problem Basically 


General MacArthur said in Washington that the problem of world peace is 
basically theological and that a movement of the spirit is necessary if the 
human race is to be saved from destruction, 


"Men since the beginning of time have sought peacc'i, he told a joint ses- 
sion of Congress. “Various methods through the ages have been attempted to de- 
vise an international process to settle disputes between nations, From the very 
start, workable methods were found insofar as individual citizems were concerned, 
but the mechanics of an instrumentality of major international scope have never 
been successful, 


"The problem basically is theological and involves a spiritual recrudescence 
and improve:rent of human character that will synchronise with our almost match- 
less advances in science, art, literature and all material and cultural develop- 
ments of the past two thousand years, It must be of the spirit if we are to 


save the races", E.P.S.Geneva 
GERMANY Dr Visser _'t Hooft Visits East German Republic's 
Vice-Premier 


(Berlin)s:- The General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, Dr WA. 

Visser 't Hooft, preached at the Church of the Apocalypse (Offenbarungskirche) 
in the Eastern sector during his recent visit to Berlin, Accompanied by Dean 
Grtiber, of the German Evangelical Church, Dr Visser 't Hooft visited Herr Otto 
Nuschke, Vice-Premier of the East German Republic and a conversation about the 
Churches in the world took place. Dr Visser 't Hooft expressed the concern of 
the World Council concerning the difficulties with which the inter-church aid 
activities of the Churches had to cope in the Eastern zone. 


Before his departure Dr Visser 't Hooft wrote the following inscription 
in Herr Nuschke's guest book: "With thanks for reception. Berlin remains the 
city of conversation and I am glad to have the opportunity to meet represent- 
atives of the German Democratic Republic. The ecumenical movement seeks to hold 
together the Churches in the Bast and in the West on the basis of tle Gospel. 

We ask the Christian personalities in the leadership of the German Democratic 


Republic to support us in that". B.P.S,Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Joint t Report of Church of England and Church of 


‘Scotland Conversations —_ 


NE ee CD ee 


Renewed conversations batween spokesmen appointed on behalf of the Church 
of tngland and the Church of Scotland to examine relations between those 
Churches, have led to unanimous recommendations included in the joint report, 
published on iiay 1, 1951, by the Church Information Board, Church House, West- 
minster (price, including postage: 2/9d)- It is acknowledted in the report that 
there are "formidable barriers" and unresolved differences which at present pre- 
Clude the attainment of full unity. A long-term policy is called for, in which 
the entire range of the differences between the two Churches vould be fully and 
frankly dissussed. Meanwhile as a short-term policy it is recommended among 


other things: 
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a) that authority in the Church of England should formally sanction the 
extension to ministers of the Church of Scotland of invitations to preach in 
parish churches in England; 


b) that formal approval should in like manner be given to the acceptance 
by ministers of the Church of England (subject to due reference to the appro- 
priate Bishop of the Episcopal Church in Scotland) of invitations to preach in 
parish churches in Scotland; 


c) that authority in the Church of Scotland should formally sanction the 
admission (subject to the consent of the Ordinary) of baptised communicant mem- 
bers of the Church of Scotland, cut off by distance from convenience of access to 
the ministrations of their own Church, or in special personal circumstances, to 
Holy Communion in the Church of England, 


The recommendations have the concurrence not only of those designated to 
speak for the Churches of England and Scotland but also in the case of Scotland, 
of the two observers appointed to take part on behalf of the Episcopal Church in 
Scotland, 


In this new series of conversations (see &PS No. 45, 1950) the chairmen 
have been the Bishop of Derby (Dr A.i.J. Rawlinson) for the Anglicans, and the 
Rev. Professor William Manson, for the Presbyterians, Conversations had earlier 
taken place from 1932-34, The Archbishop of Canterbury 's1946 sermon at Cambrdige 
(A step forward in Church Relations) afforded: a fresh starting point and the 
text of this sermon and other relevant documents from the earlier conversations 


are included as appendices in this report. K.»P.S.Geneva 
US.S Re Story of a Priest 


When Father (later Archimandrite) Yuvenaly founded the Thabor monastery 
in the Urals before the first world war, he had just completed his studies at 
the St Nicholas Seminary in Byelaya-Gora (White Mountain). During the Revolu- 
tion, Abbot Yuvenaly fled to Harbin, in Manchuria, where he founded a monastery 
called after the Virgin of Kazan. Harbin was already an eparchy, or bishopric, 
with jurisdiction over 100,000 Orthodox of the most widely-varying nationalities, 
South and North Russians, Manchurians, Buriats, Tungusians, Koreans, Chinese 
and Japanese, and a handful of Greeks and Serbs. 


Twenty years later, this eparchy contained 69 parishes, administered by 
217 priests. It had its own seminary, a theological faculty, a special period— 
ical and so forth. Father Yuvenaly, who had played a prominent part in this 
work of extension, occupied himself particularly with hospitals and orphanages. 
With his help an Orthodox mission was extended to cover Korea and Indonesia, 
This is the more remarkable in that up to 1898 there had been not a single 
rthodox churcti there. 


In 1935 Archimandrite Yuvenaly was consecrated Bishop of Chinese Turkes- 
tan, but the Chinese authorities would not allow him in. After a year wording as 
"locum! for the Orthodox Bishop of Peking, Bishop Yuvenaly became head of the 
Orthodox Church in Shanghai . 
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Returning to Manchuria in 1940, he took part in the ordination of the 
first Orthodox Bishop of Japanese nationality, Bishop Ono. When Manchuria was 
taken over by the U.S.S.R. in 1945, Bishop Yuvenaly was ordered to Moscow, where 
he was appointed Archbishop of Chelyabinsk, This enabled him to continue his 
work as head of a Jarge area containing the region in which he had formerly 
been employed, A number of his former monks from the Urals are today working 
with him, some of them in positions of high responsibility, E.P.S.Geneva 


The Bicle in 191 Different Languages 


The United Bible Societies report that the whole Bible has now been pubiish- 
ed in 191 different languages, The complete New Testament has been published in 
246 languages, and at least a Gospel or another whole book has been published in 
597 different languages, 


There also are 91 languages in which there have been printed short passa- 
ges or collections of passages of Bible text but in which no complete book of 
the Bible has been printed. 


These figures include translations published by mission presses, commercial 
printers and private publishers as well as the Bible Societies, 


The whole Bible was printed for the first time in 1950 in one new language ; 
Kashgar Turki, spoken in Sinkiang (Turkestan). 


New Testaments were published for the first time in the last year (1950) 
in two new languages: Kikwango (Belgian Congo) and Kurukh (Central Provinces of 
India) 2 


During the same period Gospels were published for the first time in five 
new languages, as follows: Luke in Dyak-Maanjan (Borneo), Mark and John in 
Jorai (Annam), Mark in Nyimang (Sudan) and Riang Lang (Burma) and Jolm in Bata- 


Madjingai (French Equatorial Africa), E.P.S-Geneva 
JORDAN King Abdullah Appoints Christian as Foreign 
Minister 


_ Anastas Hanania, Arab Christian leader, has been appointed Foreign Minister 
in the Hashimite Kingdom of the gox:+iment of Jordan by King Abdullah, 
E.P.S,Geneva 


FRANCE Chorus Girls! Friend Honoured 


In memory of the Rev. Father Cardew, the Anglican Chaplain who opened a 
hostel in Paris for English girls appearing in music hall performances and who 
sponsored parliamen legislation for their protestion, a commemorative plaque 
has been unveiled at Georgé's Church, Paris, by the Bishop of Fulham (Dr Ingle), 
responsible for Anglicans in Northern and Central Europe. E.P.S,Geneva 
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The Statement on "The Church, the Churches and the World Council of 
Churches" includes the words: "It is generally taught in the different Churches 
that other Churches have certain elements of the true Church, in some traditions 
called 'vestigia ecclesiae', Such elements are the preaching of the word, the 
teaching of the Holy Scriptures and the administration of the Sacraments, These 
elements are more than pale shadows of the life of the true Church. They are a 
fact of real promise" (see EPS No. 31, 1950 and "The Ecumenical Review" Vol. 
Pate NO. 1p. 51). 


One of the Christian bodies in which most member Churches of the World 
Council of Churches recognise "vestigia ecclesiae" is the Church of Rome, Now 
an encouraging approach to the same problem has come from the side of dis tinguish-- 
ed representatives of that Church, Father Rumont, head of the "Istina" Study 
Centre in Paris, writes in his Bulletin No. 32, for the month of April ("Vers 
1'Unité Chrétienne") ; 


"In general, Catholic treatises on ecclesiology, whether or no they are 
irterded as apologias, strive to demonstrate that the Roman Catholic Church is 
the only true Church founded by Christ, and that no other Christian confession 
outside its communion can lay claim to this title, On these lines, then, they 
expound why and in what respect these confessions are not 'the Church!. 


"Now there is another side to the problem, a positive one this time, which 
has so far, it wul seem, scarcely engaged the attention of theologians at all. 
It is this: Entirely separate though they may be from the Church, the various 
confessions still preserve, in varying proportions and varying ways, something 
of the realities properly appertaining to the Church. 


"This fact is especially patent as regards the Eastern Orthodox Churches, 
-whose Apostolic succession has never been contested by the Church of Rome, and 
which conseqiently possess a genuine episcopate and priesthood, and the reality 
of the sacraments depending thereon. But even where we are unable to recognise 
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a real Apostolic succession elements have nevertheless persisted of the heritage 
entrusted by Christ to His Church, be they no more than the Scriptures or the 
sacrament of baptism. 


"It would therefore appear to be beycnd question that the Catholic theolog- 
ian must recognise within the other confessions, though in differing degrees and 
of a value to be established, the existence of 'vestigia ecclesiae!," 


The Istina Study Centre is proposing to collate the work of Catholic theo- 
logians on this subject, and has put forward some suggestions for its orienta- 
tion, "It can readily be recognised", adds Father Dumont, "that this point lies 
at the very heart of what is called 'the ecumenical problem' as Catholic theo- 
logy must, it would seem, envisage it from a positive and constructive stand- 
point", The questionnaire Fr. Dumont proposes ix divided into two sets of ques- 
tions, the one, entitled "The State of the Question, dealing with the work of 
Catholic theologians past and present and of the Early Fathers, and the "possi- 
bility of finding a Scriptural basis for a doctrine of 'vestigia ecclesiae™, 


the other with a "theclogical elaboration". We quote some of these questions: 


"What are the principal realities in themselves dependent upon the Church 
which are found in the various separated confessions, and to what extent are 
they so found? 


"What intrinsic value can, from a Catholic standpoint, be recognised in 
these various elements, according to the particular manner in which they exist 
in each separated confession? 


"How may we describe the positive relation existing between these confes- 
Sions and the Church, given the permanence of these 'vestigia ecclesiae!? 


"How are we to envisage the incidence of a doctrine of 'vestigia ecclesiae! 
worked out by the most trusted principles of Catholic theology, on the theologic-— 
al presentation of a treatise on the Church? 


“What practical conclusions could we draw for the determining and launch- 
ing of Catholic participation, chiefly by theologians, in ‘ecumenical activities’, 


or of a search for ways towards Christian unity?" E.P.S.Geneva 
SPANISH GUINEA Fernando Poo, the Mystery Island 


"Many people call Fernando Poo the Mystery Island because few have visited 
it", writes the Anglican Bishop on the Niger (C.J Patterson) in "Niger News" 
(March 1951) published jointly for the Anglican, Methodist and Church of Scot- 
land Missions, 


Fernando Poo is a Spanish island in the Gulf of Guinea, It is volcanic, 
very fertile, and very beautiful. A grand mountain range with a central crater 
of 10,000 ft. makes a magnificent background to the capital, Santa Isabel, The 
main source of wealth of the Island comes from cocoa and coffee farms and cattle 
ranches, In order to man these farms labour has been imported on a huge scale, 
At present some 20,000 labourers, mostly from Nigeria, are working there. A 
further 30,000 are needed, 
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"This brings @ zveligious problem’, writes the Bishop, "For the Island, 
being Spanish, is almost 100% Roman Catholic, Only one Protestant Mission is 
allowed to function there, often in great difficulty. This one Mission must 
look after the members of all Protestant Churches, Tor eighty years the liethod- 
ist Mission has been doing that, but only recently has this work been recognis— 
ed", A&rticle 12 of the 1942 Labour Treaty between the Nigerian and Spanish 
Governments reads: 


"Workmen who are natives of Nigeria employed in the Spanish Territories of 
the Gulf of Guinea will be allowed freedom of conscience and to practise 
their religion. The spiritual needs of the said workers will be attended 
to by a Christian Chaplain and a Moslem Priest nominated with the consent 
of the Governments of Nigeria and Spanish Territories of the Guif of 
Guinea" , 


"After consultation with the Nigerian Covncil of Churches the Rev. W.E.ii 
Markham, of the ifethodist lMission, was nominated as the official British Chap- 
lain in Fernando Poo", 


When the Bishop arrived in Fernando Poo he was received by Spanish officials 
and had also a great reception from the Church members as he was the first 
Anglican bishop ever to visit the Island. 


Seven services are held each Sunday at the Headquarters Church at Santa 
Isabel, and about three Classes are held each evening for the different Sections 
(Efiks, Ibos, Doualas, Yurubas, Warris, Bulus, Fernandinos, etc.). The Bishop 
visited also the only Protestant School on the Island. He admitted 27 members 
to the Women's Association, the only specifically Anglican missionary organisa- 


tion in the Church, ®Ho.P.S. Geneva 
CeYLON Anglican Theologians Report on Scheme for 


Church Union 


"The Scheme for Church Union in Ceylon" (Church Information Board, ijest~- 
minster, London. Price 1/6d) is the title of the report issued by the committee 
of Anglican theologians appointed by the Archbishop of Canterbury to consider 
the scheme as set forth in the draft prepared by the negotiating committee in 
1949. The Bishop of Derby, who was chairman of the theologians! committee, con-- 
tributes afareword in which he recalls earlier discussions dating back to the 
first conference of Church leaders on Church Union in Ceylon in 1934. The 
scheme recommended that the proposed new Church of Lanka (the Singhalese name 
for Ceylon) should include the Methodist, Presbyterian and Baptist Churches in 
Ceylon, as well as the Colombo and Kurunagala dioceses of the Church of India, 
Burma and Ceylon, and the Jaffna diocese of the United Church of South India, 


The committee as a whole, says the report, shares the conviction of the 
Lambeth Cowzittss on "The Unity of the Church," 1948, that "the Ceylon Scheme 
is of singular interest and promise" and the hepe expressed by the 1948 Lambeth 
Conference that "subject to tle assent of the Church of India, BUma and Ceylon... 
the projected union may, under the blessing of God, in due course be carried 
into effect", It is recognised that the Church of Lanka, when constituted, 
will form no part of the Anglican Communion, "although it will have with it the 
closest links both of ethoe and liturgy", 
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The most far-reaching difference between this scheme and the South India 
scheme is the provision whereby the Church of Lanka proposes to avoid the dif- 
ficulties of any interim period by securing a full unification of the ministry 
of the several Churches from the beginning. "It may be hoped that the theo- 
logians of the non-Anglican Churches will be content to note that the reality 
of their existing ministries of the Word and Sacraments is affirmed in the 
Scheme... ) 


"The Committee regards the provisions for the unification of the ministry... 
as clear evidence of the intention of the Church of Lanka to secure for itself 
a ministry fully valid and unexceptionable in Anglican eyes", states the report, 
alluding to provision for setting up "an episcopate continuous in order, con- 
secration and functions with the episcopate of the past" and standing in "hist- 
oric continuity with that of the undivided Church". The report further notes 
that "in the section of the Constitution which deals with "The Faith of the 
_ Church" there is a return to the earlier form of the South India statement of 
faith, which Anglican opinion has throughout regerded as unexceptionable’. 


The report recalls a precedent (that with the Old Catholic Churches) for 
a possible concordat of intercommunion between the Anglican Churches and the 
proposed Church of Lanka and discusses problems which might arise for Anglicans 
in regard to intercommunion between that Church and other Churches not yet 
episcopal. 


The Committee vhich issued this report represented a wide range of theo- 
logical outlook among Anglican leaders, including the Bishop of Durham, Bishop 
Stephen Neill, Canon H.J. Carpenter, Dom Gregory Dix, Professor S.L. Greenslade, 
Professor Leonard Hodgson, Professor Norman Sykes and Canon A.R. Vidler. 


&.P.S.Geneva 
BULGARIA New Constitution of the Orthodox Church of Bulgaria 


The new constitution of the Orthodox Church of Bulgaria (see EPS No. 17), 
articles 1-36 of which have just been published, stipulates that "the autonomous 
Orthodox Church of Bulgaria, under the title of Patriarchate, is an indivisible 
member of the One Holy Catholic Conciliar Church", Its orgmisation and admi- 
nistration "are founded on the Scriptures, the doctrine and canons of the Church 
Universal and the present statutes". Its territorial jurisdiction in Bulgaria 
covers eleven dioceses, in addition to one diocese in New York and a vicariate 
in Constantinople, "the organisation and administration of which are determined 
by special decree of the Holy Synod, approved by the Foreign iinistry" of Bul- 
gar 1a ° 


The Holy Synod, in which is vested "the spiritual leadership of the Bul- 
garian Orthodox Church", consists of the Patriarch and the other heads of dio- 
ceses, which latter receive "the investiture of the Holy Synod". The legisla- 
tive power "is exercised by the National Church Council," consisting of bishops, 
priests and laymen, The supreme and executive power is in the hands of the 
Holy Synod. 

® 


_ , 
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Article 13 lays it down that "The Patriarchate of Bulgaria, and the in- 
stitutions composing it... are recognised as lega!ly competent bodies". Art. 
14-22 specify the preconditions for the election of the Patriarch, who has his 
headquarters in Sofia, He must “bo outstanding for the accuracy of his con- 
ceptions of the Orthodox faith", and "have a good reputation and tle confidence 
both of the people and of the Government'!, He is Melected by the Ele ctoral 
National and Ecclesiastical Council!" consisting of the diocesan metropolitans, 
of seven representatives of each diocese (3 clergy and 4 laymen), and of one 
representative fom the monasteries, the Fatherland Front National Council, the 
Foreign Ministry (religious affairs chief), the Academy of Sciences, the Supreme 
Court of the Republic, the Union of Confraternities of Priests, the Union of 
Servants of the Church, and the theological institutes (nominated by the heads 
of the Theological Academy and the seminaries) respectively. 


For the election of the first Patriarch (the date of which is apparently 
not yet appointed) "the National Church Council will act as Electoral College". 
Upon the Patriarchate's falling vacant, the Holy Synod is headed for the time 
being by a metropolitan appointed as "locum tenens"., Article 14 stipulates 
that a Patriarch may "be relieved of his duties at his om desire and for 
reasons allowed by the canons of the Church". 


After various formalities laid down in articles 18-20, the Holy Synod, 
having elected three metropolitans "worthy of the Patriarchal dignity", submits 
their names to the Foreign iiinistry "to state whether those elected have the 
confidence of the Government" , Therevpen the Holy Synod convenes the Council, 
which elects by secret ballot one of the three metropclitans designated. 


i oP S 5 e Geneva 
INDIA Message from Christian Ashrams 


Representatives from sixteen Christian Ashrams (centres of study, retreat 
and community life) gathered in retreat and conference at the end of 
Januarylast, > They issued a message to the Churches which appears in "The 
National Christian Council Review" (April 1951), from which we quote the follow- 
ing: 


"Never has a similar gathering been so varied, so representative and so 
enriching. The fact that of the sixteen ashrams represented seven were of 
women alone, four of men alone and the rest of men and women, is symbolic of 
the increasing realisation of the importance of the contribution that women 
have to make to the Church life in general and to ashram life in particular... 


"AS we recognise the vital necessity and urgency of the witness of the 
Church to this needy world, we see also the necessity for a close contact between 
the Christian ashrams and the life of the Church in general... 


"We wish to mention that ashrams accept as essentials for themselves, (1) 
a corporate disciplined life of prayer, meditation and study, (2) a live of 
simplicity and service for the Kingdom of God and (3) a life of intensive fellow— 
Ship and love both between teachers and taught and between fellow-workers in 
the: service. We long that the members of the Churches may know more intimately 
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the contribution that ashrams may make within the whole life of the Church to-~ 
wards the deepening of the spiritual life... ie also feel the need of the 
ashrams for the understanding help and cooperation of the Churches and we in- 
vite church leaders to suggest ways in which the bonds between ashrams and the 
Churches may be strengthened... 


"We also believe that the ashrams have a function to fulfil in interpreting 
Christ to the spiritually alert intelligentsia of renascent India in the context 
of the Indian intellectual background, But we also have a debt to the simple 
and poverty-stricken villager in as far as we are able to identify ourselves 
with him by simplicity of living and as we help to deliver him from social 
Oppression and thus commend to him the Gospel. 


"We would urge upon our fellow-Christians (as upon ourselves) that we be 
more conscious of the social implications of our Gospel and that we should seek ~ 
to take effective and creative action in relation to the prevailing evils and 


failures of social morality..." B.P.S.Geneva 
GERUANY ur Niemdller's Impressions of Eastern Germany 


"There is movement of life behind the Iron Curtain", said Dr Martin Nie- 
mdller, commenting on his impressions of church affairs in Eastern zone Germany, 
where he has recently made a lecture tour, 


"From a Church point of view it is not a dead country and instinctively 
one is inclined to draw one's own conclusions when comparing it with the West". 
Church reconstruction is a slow and difficult process because of the extent of 
destruction, but there is a notable exception in the Mark Brandenburg region of 
Prussia, In a small tom in the Spreewald district (East of Berlin) which he 
visited, a church has been rebuilt within a year out of free will offerings and 
church tax proceeds. Four years ago services there were attended by scarcely 
100 people. Today two services are held there every Sunday with a total congre— 
gation of 1,000. That,added Dr Niemtller, was a significant example of the 


striking impressions gathered on his journey. BoP.SeGeneva 
HUNGARY Reconstruction of Ruined Churches 


Of the total of 585 destroyed or damaged Protestmt churches, large and 
small, in Hungary, 546 have been restored to date, since the currency reform. 
Reconstruction was possible thanks to the funds contributed chiefly by the 
Hungarian congregations themselves (43 million forints), and to State subsidies 
of 12 million forints and help from Churches outside amounting to 3 million ft. 


The "Hungarian Church News Service" of Budapest (hiay lst) gives the 
following details: Reformed Churches; damaged and destroyed, 417 churches, of 
which 405 have been restored; Evangelical Lutheran Church; damaged or destroy- 


A atm Na 


ed, 129, of which 102 are now usable again; Methodist Church; damaged, 11 
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phicchse and chapels, all now restored; Baptists: damaged, 22 churches and 


chapels, all now rebuilt; Unitarian Church: damaged, 6 churches, all now in 
use again, E.P.S.Geneva 
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JATIN AMERICA Sunday Schools Show Remarkable Gains 
Remarkable growth of Protestant Sunday Schools in Latin America is in- 
dicated by statistics recently made public through the World Council of Christ- 
ian Education. Since 1936, the Protestant Sunday School enrollment of South 
America has increased from 287,558 to 704,558 or 145%, while in the Central 
American and Mexican areas, the increase has been from 78,662 to 295,784 or 267%. 


The constituent units|of the WCCE, directly affecting the evangelical teach- 
ing work carried on in Latin America and thus helping to increase membership in 
the free Churches are: Confederation of Evangelical Churches of the River Plate 
(Argentine, Paraguay, Uruguay); Council of Religious Education of the Evangelic- 
al Confederation of Brazil; Council of Evangelical Churches in Chile; Cuban 
Council of Christian Education; Synod of Evangelical Churches in Guatemala; 
National Council of Evangelical Churches of Mexico; Association of Evangelical 
Churches in Puerto Rico; Trinidad and Tobago Sunday School Association. 


E.P.S. Geneva 
CHINA Evacuation of Missionaries 


About 300 American Protestant missionaries have withdrawn from China since 
the beginning of 1951. This leaves about 200 of them still in the country. 
According to a Religious News Service dispatch from Tokyo more than 500 British 
and other 4“uropean missionaries are being evacuated from China to Hong Kong, and 
flown from there to their home countries, 


As to Roman Catholic missionaries, a spokesman from the Maryknoll and 
Jesuit missionary organisations said that almost 200 foreign Roman Catholic 
missionaries had left China via Hong Kong since the beginning of this year. 

The missionaries of these two organisations are still under general instructions 
to remain at their posts. Only a small number had left the country because of 
reassignment, health, or expulsion. 


At the beginning of 1951, it was reported that between 400 and 500 Americ- 
an Roman Catholic missionaries were still in China. Sometimes exit permits have 
been denied, for a variety of reasons, one reason being that when a missionary 
teacher charged with "cultural aggression" was obliged to apply for such a per- 
mit, he was informed that the application would not be considered unless accom- 
panied by those of all other missionary members of the same faculty. 


£.P.9.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Churches ' Contribution to 1951 Festival 


(London) :- St John's Church, Waterloo Road, london, has been rededicated 
as the Church of the 1951 Festival of Britain by the Bishop of Southwark and 
blessed by the Archbishop of Canterbury. Alongside the church, an ecumenical 
information and rest centre has been opened furnished by the Y.M.C.A. and planned 
by the Youth Department of the British Council of Churches. Here young men and 
women of the Anglican, Baptist, Congregationslist, Methodist and Presbyterian 
Churches serve as hosts and hostesses and welcome visitors, specially those from 
Churches in other countries. Services of different denominations are to te held 
at the church on Sunday afternoons throughout the Festival. E.P.S.Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN Politicians’ Plea at "Christian Action" hieeting 


A plea "to meet with positive thought and action the bewilderment, apathy, 
disillusion and ynivism which are a threat to our democratic way of life" was 
voiced at a public meeting convened in London by the Christian Action movement, 
which was founded in 1945 with the expressed aim of encouraging Christians to 
work for a way of life based on Christian principles, 


Lord Jowitt, Lord Chancellor (in the British Government) referred to the 
perils"vh ich confronted us today and said that however strongly we might be arm- 
ed, however strong our economic well-being, if spiritual values were lost every-- 
thing was lost'', 


De Karl Arnold, Premier, North-Rhine-Westphalian Land Government (Germany) 
declared that Christianity was the greatest spiritual challenge for a politician, 
Since it demanded more than the observing of rules of good behaviour and more 
than cold justice - it also demanded from th=m sacrificing love. 


M. André Philip (France), said it was necessary to see the dangers in the 
world and revive the principles of Christianity. The people of the free nations 
must act together and let the voice of reason and self-control be heard. The 
time for the unity of Europe had come and for the creation of a world of social 
justice. 


Mr Richard Stokes, Lord Privy Seal (in the British Government) said the 
job of Christian action was the job of ths layman, and it was the job of the 
politician to see that the way was made clear, The solution could not be found 
in military action, nor was the dispute one of capital versus labour. The solu-~ 
tion to our problems was in the Christien teaching, properly applied and carried 
out. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Bishop Craven (representing the Roman Cathol- 
ic Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster), the Moderator of the Free Church Council 
and a representative of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland attended 
the meeting, A message of good will was received from the Prime Minister (lr 


Attlee). EoP.S Geneva 
UNITED STATES Nhe Christian Response to the World Crisis" 


Under the auspices of the Wilmington, Delaware, Council of Churches, that 
city spent three days, April 22-24, exploring the meaning and workings of the 
ecummical movement with special emphasis on the world mission of Christianity, 
as exemplified by the work of the International Missionary Council and the Viorld 
Council of Churches, Sixteen meetings were attendsd by some 3500 persons, of all 
denominations, The theme of "The Christian Response to the World Crisis" was 
discussed in churches, meetings, schools, and on several radio programmes. 
Programmes were planned to give both church members and the "un-churched" a more 
complete understanding of relevance of Christianity to today's world. The Rev. 
Charles W. Ranson, General Secretary of the International Missionary Council, 
was one of the speakers, It is hoped that the experisrce may service as a 
"pilot project" which will be followed in other communities, E.P.S.Geneva 
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Near Kast Refugees Conference at Beirut 


(Beirut):- The conférence of church leaders on refugee problems in the 
Near Eust jointly convened by the World Council of Churches and the Internation- 
al Missionary Council (I1.ii.C.) at beirut, from hiay 4-8 (see EPS No. 16), called 
upon Christians throughout the world to cooperate in the task of relieving the 
plight of these homeless people, 


Dr W.A-Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council, outlined 
the purpose of the conference: 1) To show the Christian concern of all the 
Churchesrepresented; 2) To call upon all the Churches to give serious attention 
to the situation; 3) To try and discover new methods for maximum cooperation 
among those trying to help. 


Dr Glora Wysner (I.M.C.) expressed profound regret of all delegates from 
the western countries for their share of the responsibility in bringing about 
the present situation. 


& representative of the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem and other 
Eastern Church representatives described relief i¢fforts which are being carried 
out despite the impoverishment of their church members, The Right Rev. Weston 
Stewart, Anglican Bishop in Jerusalem, depicted the sufferings of refugees, 


especially of those outside the United Nations camps. 


The Greek Orthodox Metropolitan of Beirut, His Eminence hionsignor Elias 
Salibi represented the Patriarch of Antioch at the conference. Delegates were 
welcomed by the Lebanon liinister of Justice His Excellency B. Fayad. 


The conference issued a statement, from which the following is quoted; 


"Wee... are shocked by the plight of the refugees from Palestine. As we 
visited different areas and saw the appalling conditions under which they are 
living in camps, and towns and villages, we have had our minds brought sharply 
back to the tragic chain of events which has caused this situation. Scattered 
over five countries, more than three quarters of a million Palestinian refugees 
have been subjected to terrible privations, lasting in many cases for a period 
of three years. They have suffered grievous physical and material losses, but 
their mental, moral and spiritual hurt has perhaps been even greater. Further- 
more there is no end in sight. Little vonder is it that their morale is stead- 
ily deteriorating, and that many show signs of desperation... 


thong with millions of refugees in other parts of the world - Europe, 
India, Pakistan, Korea and elsewhere — the greater proportion of the Palestinian 
refugees are the victims of a catastrophe for whiche they themselves are not 
responsible. A deep injustice has been inflicted upon them, a measure of suffer- 
ing they never deserved. To them is owed a debt of restitution by their fellow- 
men, espe cially by those who in any way eaared in the responsibility for their 
present plight... 


"We are convinced that there can be no permanent solution of the problem of 
the Palestinian refugees until there is a settiement of the outstanding politic- 
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al differences between the Arab States and Israel. Churches are not competent 
to lay down the lines or a political solution, It is the duty of all govern— 
ments in cooperation with the United Nations to press for, and to facilitate, 
an early and agreed Settlement, as an indispensable condition for achieving a 
lasting solution of the refugee problem. This particular settlement can only 
come as part of the general settlement of international problems in the Near 
East, and it will need the support of international guarantees, so as to remove 
the spirit of uncertainty and fear fron the political atmosphere of the region. 


"Such a settlement will have to contain provision for the return of a 
certain number of refugees to their original homes, It must also include a 
general plan of compensation for refugees whether they return or not. We urge 
that, on both counts, the settlement should be not only just but generous. Yet, 
while we recognise the right of all refugees to their om homes and property, 
nevertheless a basic careful appraisal of the total situation has compelled us 
to conclude, however, that many Palestinian refugees will have to settle in new 
homes. For their integration into the life and economy of the Arab States, 
large sums of money will be needed, and needed qickly. It is the undeniable 
obligation of all who have shared in responsibility for the present tragedy also 
to share in the cost of making reparation for the damage done, And,since all 
schemes of resettlement require time for implementation, the essential financ~ 
ial contributions must be in the form of guaranteed, long-term commitments. 


"Finally, we appeal to all Christians to use their influence in persuading 
their Governments and the United Nations as to the need for a definite political 
settlement and large-scale schemes of relief and reconstruction. We would urge 
all Christians to give personally on a far more liberal scale to all the act- 
ivities of the Christian voluntary organisations engaged in the work of relief, 
rehabilitation, and resettlement in the Near East. We would call upon the 
Christian Churches throughout the world to cooperate more actively with the 
Churches of the Near East which have been so hard hit by the present tragedy 
in order that they may maintain their Christian witness and face in a construct- 


ive way the opportunities of the new situation', E.P.S.Geneva 
ITALY Death of Waldensian Church Moderator Del Pesco 


We deeply regret to announce the death at the age of 62 of Pastor Gugliel- 
mo Del Pesco, Moderator of the waldensian Church and executive head of the 
Federal Council of Italian Evangelical Churches, Born of Roman Catholic parents 
in Borrello, a village in Abruzzi, he experienced a clear-cut conversion tc tho 
Protestant faith, He studied at Torre Pellice College and at the Protestant 
Theological Faculty at Florence and afterwards visited England and Germany. 


He was pastor for the Swiss and the Waldensian communities at Trieste 
from 1919-1949, when he was appointed Moderator, His Open-mindedness and gift 
for foreign languages made him a valued exponent of ecumenical understanding. 
He sought to guide Italian Protestantism in a wise and dignified campaign for 
religious freedom by securing both legislative guarantees and administrative 
implementation. He took part in the commission on religious freedom wich form- 
ulated such principles at the Conference of the Churches from Latin European 
Countries, convened at Torre Pellice in Septembre 1950 by the World Council of 
Churches (see EPS No. 37, 1950). £.P.S,Geneva 
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; UNITED NATIONS Human Rights Commission and Religious Education 


— eee 


(Geneva):~ In the course of the seventh session here of the United Nations 
- Commission on Human Rights the text cf an article recognising among other educa- 
tional facilities, the right to religious education, was adopted for eventual in- 
corporation in the draft international covenant on human rights and measures for 

_ implementation. A clause of this article specifies: 


“| "The obligations of States to establish a system of free and compulsory 

- education shall not be deemed incompatible with the liberty of parents to choose 
_ for their children schools other than thee established by the State which conform 
_ to minimum standards laid down by the State’, 


‘ Another clause requires: "In the exercise of any functions wich the 

_ State assumes in the field of education it shall have respect for the liberty of 

_ parents to ensure the religious education of their children in conformity with 
their own convictions! , 


Prior to the adoption of this article Dr 0. Frederick Nolde, speaking for 
the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, made an oral statement 
before the Human Rights Commission to the effect that the C.C.I.A. had received in- 
Sistent requests from many quarters that the responsibilities of parents shovld 
be safeguarded, A specific reference to that point was included in paragraph 3 
of article 26 of the Univ-rsal Declaration of Human Rights and serious consequences 
_ would ensue if that reference were excluded from the Covenant, It might be that 
a different form of drafting would be better suited to a legal document, but the, 
ty Human hights Commission must at all costs seriously consider the risks of imp2ir- 
_ ing the principle if they omitted reference to it, Dr Nolde pointed out, 
} £.P.S.Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN Enthronement of Athenagoras, Archbishop of Thyateira 
On Sunday May 6th at the Greek Cathedral of St Sophia's, London, Metropol - 
a _itan Athenagoras (whose a pointment to succeed Archbishop Germanos was announced 


i 
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in EPS No. 16) was enthroned as archbishop of Thyateira and Exarch of the Oecumen-— 


ical Patriarchate in Constantinople for Western Europs. The letter of appointment 
from the Oecumenical Patriarch was read from the puipit by Archimandrite Virvos, 
Dean of the Cathedral, The Archbishop, in his address to the people from the steps 
of the throne, emphasised his intention to follow in the footsteps of his beloved 
and revered predecessor in playing a full part in the ecumenical movement. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury was represented at the ceremony by the bishop 
of Fulham, the World Council of Churches by the Rev. 0.S. Tomkins and there wac 
also present the veteran of Eastern-iJestern church relations, Canon J.A. Douglas, 
who had been present in the same Cathedral at the enthronement of Archbishop 


Germanos in 1922, E.P.S. Geneva 
GREECE Self-Help for Rebuilding of Destroyed Churches 


The nation-wide collection for the Church Rebuilding Fund for 800 destroy- 
ed churches, made on April 4 (see EPS No. 17), brought in the sum of 22 billion 
drachma (nearly 1 1/2 million dollars), and there are certain sums still to come 
in. 


The Orthodox Archbishop Spiridon of Athens in a message of thanks to the 
nation said: "The success of the appeal, which exceeded all expectation, is one 


_ more proof of the strong attachment of the Greek people to their Church", He in- 


dicated that efforts to raise the necessary funds will continue. 


After Easter the Archbishop left for Epirus where he will lay the founda- 
tion stone of a new church in one of the border villages. 


In the diocese of Kastoria, the 15th Army Division have undertaken at their 
own expense the rebuilding of the church of the village of St Kyriaki. 
B.P.o. Geneva 


TURKEY i500th Anniversary of Council of Chalcedon 


(Istanbul):- Plans for celebrating the 1500th mniversary of the fourth 
Ecumenical Council of Chalcedon which took place in 451 were approved by the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate in Constantinople. The celebrations will be held in 


October, E.P.S Geneva 
_ NETHERLANDS New Church Order Becomes Effective 


On May lst, in a solemn session of the General Synod in the Nieuwe Kerk in 


Amsterdam, the new church order of the Netherlands Reformed Church became effective 
_ (see EPS No. 47, 1950). 


The Queen was represented by her secretary, while the ministers of Finance, 


‘War, Justice, Social Affairs and Waterways represented the Dutch government. Re- 


presentatives of the following Dutch Churches attended the meeting: Old Catholic 
Church, Evangelical Lutheran Church Mennonite Society, Moravian Brethren, Remon- 


 strants Fellowship, Baptist Community, Restored Evangelical Lutheran Church. 


. 
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Guests fro abroad represented the Presbyterian Church of Englend, the Federation 
of Protestant Churches in Siitzerland, the Evangelical Reformed Church of North- 
West Germany, the Evangelical Church of Germany, the Union of Belgian Churches, 
the Batak Church jin Indonesia, the Chinese Church in Indonesia, the Anglican 
Church at The Hague, the Scottish Church at Rotterdam, and th Indonesian commun- 
ity at The Hague. 


The chairman of the old Synod, the Kev. H.J.F.Wesseldijk said that the 
interim Synod which met for the first time in 1945 now dele gates its task to the 
new Synod, which will implement the new church order, "It was a miracle that in 
1945 the first step was taken to return to a Presbyterian system, said the Rev. 
H.J.f. Wesseldijk. "Many members of the Church were eager to live in a real church, 
in a communion, a big family... The interim organisation of 1945 was not only the 
beginning of a new period, it was also the result of a movement for renewal, for a 
reformation of the Church. These endeavours were made by various reorganisation 
movements, Jater on by the movement of spiritual reconstruction, born during the 
war, when God awoke our Church in the midst of paganism and totalitariam and made 
it an instrument in His hand in the concrete situation of those years". 


Addressing the chairman of the new Synod, the Rev. H.J.F. Wesseldijk said: 
"Tt is a moment of gratitude for the old Syncd now that it may see its successor, 
based upon the church order. The new chairman, R.v. Wolfensberger answered: 
"There are many years ahead of us, in which we shall have to come to a reformation 
of our Church. ie may do great things, But great perseverance, courage and faith 
will be needed to achieve this", 


Pastor ii. Pradervand, representing the Swiss Churches and tle World Coun- 
cil of Churches, read a message from Dr W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary 


of the W.C.C. E.P.S.Geneva 
HONDURAS A New Evangelical and Reformed Synod 


(San Pedro):- A new Synod was added to. the, thirty-four which heretofore 
have made up the Evangelical and Reformed Church wines ta Warch 1951 representatives 
of the ten Evangelical and Reformed congregations of Honduras met in San Pedro 

Sula to organise the Honduras Synod, After a brief history of only thirty years 
this Latin American mission is ready to take its place in the denominational fellow- 


ship as a self-governing group and to assume increasing responsibility for carry~ 


ing on Christian work in Honduras, 


A committee was appointed last June to draw up a proposed constitution. 
A missionary and two Hondurans, with the president and secretary of the Doartd of 
International Missions as counsellors, made up this committee. The simple, straight- 
forward document which they presented was adopted, 


Faith in Christ is recoznised as the sole criterion of membership in the 
local Church. The true Church, sayd the constitution, is made up of "all believers 
who are united in Christ by faith in all ages, in all. races, tongues and nations 
of the earth". In such a fellowship all men have equal status: but remembering 
how easily this simple truth can be forgotten, the constitution goes on to say 
Specifically that "in the visible Church no position is to be given or refused 
because of race or nationality". 
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In commenting on the significance of tlese events in the life of the mis- 
sion, Dr Twente, associate secretary of the Board of International Missions in 
charge of the Honduran field, calls attention to some of the possible advantages 
from the organisation of Honduras Synod: 


"The individual congregations, which until now have been under the direct 
care of the missionaries, will have a better opportunity for becoming independent, 
self-governing and self-suppcrting. 


"Through working together at common tasks, the congregations will be brought 
into closer relationship with each other, National leadership will have better 
Opportunities for development, 


"Progress will be accelerated toward the time when the national Church can 
assume full responsibility for carrying on the work of Christ in Honduras without 
foreign aid', 


Wiartin Rodriguez, evangelist attached to the church at Puerto Cortes, has 


been elected Moderator.of the new Synod. £.P.S.Genewa 
UNITED STATES Towards Organic Union of Lutheran Bodies 


Organic union of five Lutheran bodies belonging to the American Lutheran 
Conference has been further discussed in Chicago by 39 representatives of the 
Churches involved - Evangelical Lutheran Church, American Lutheran Church, wWnited 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Augustana Lutheran Church, Lutheran Free Church - 
(see EPS No. 45, 1950). 


Another meeting of the five groups is scheduled for July 10-11, following 
the annual conventions of the Augustana Lutheran Church and the Lutheran Free 


Church, BoP.S.Geneva 
NEW Z@ALAND The Archbishop of New Zealand Retires 


The Archbishop of New Zealand, the Most Rev. Campbell West-Watson, has 
announced his impending retirement as Primate and Bishop of Christchurch. As a 
foundation member of the National Council of Churches in New Zealand and as host 
of the informal meetings out of which the Council first arose, Archbishop West- 
Watson has heen one of the country's foremost ecumenical pioneers. He was a de- 
legate to the Amsterdam Assembly in 1948, and on his return he communicated the 
Spirit and the message of that great gathering to many in New Zealand, both with- 


in his own communion and outside it. E.P.S.Geneva 
NEW ZEALAND br Henry Smith leiper's Tour 


Dr Henry Smith Leiper, Associate General Secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, in New York, has arrived in New Zealand (see EPS No. 16) and commenc- 
ed a 1500-mile tour of the country, in the course of which he willaddress public 
meetings, groups of ministers and local tranches of the National Council of 
Churches in New Zealand, in twelve towns and cities, &.P.S.Geneva 
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eee Orthodox Refugee Conference 
(Profondeville);~ A number of Russian and Serbian priests, who serve in 
a pastoral capacity refugees and displaced persons of Orthodox Church adherence 
in the mining region of belgium, attended a conference held from May 8-10 at Pro- 
fondeville, in the Namur province, under the auspices of the Department of ths 
Inter~Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches. 


The conference gave an opportunity for these clergy to discuss their part- 
icular needs and requirements with representatives of the World Council.and with 
one another. Dr Donald A. Lowrie, of the Y.M.C.A., Paris, presided over these 
discussions which were arranged by the Rev. benjamin Dakin, of the World Council 
_ of Churches! Munich office, and by Pastor Jacques Hartz, Director of the Belgian 
Bible Society, who represented the Belgium Aid Committee at Brussels of the World 
| Council of Churches. 


The chief question arising in the discussion concerned the kind of pract- 
ical aid immediately needed by these clergy~ One resolution adopted enumerated 
the feasible possibilities of aid available from the World Council, Another re- 
solution urged the World Council to facilitate the cooperation among the clergy 
in carrying out their task, not least by opening the way towards possible support 
by the Belgian Government. 


oe ye Pe 


i The discussions were marked by opermindedness and a feeling of mutual 
/ confidenve. Participants expressed the wish that further gatherings should be 
held in the interest not only of practical possibilities of aid but also in order 


to deepen ecumenical understanding, B.P.S.Geneva 
a Sp ih PRS UE ne Onn S Pee ee ee 


“Work for unity is not limited to a few theologians or canon lawyers. It 
is directly and intimately related to the greater problem of Christian witness 
in the world. This Christian witness, which should be a matter of prior importance 
to all disciples of Christ in a dark and evil world, becomes more ard more effest- 
ive in proportion as Christians draw closer together in unity’, With this remark 
Dom Lambert Beauduin introduces an article in the quarterly revue "Irenikon" (Vol, 
XXIV, 1951), on the jubilee of the Benedictine priory of Amay, at Chevetogne, in 
Belgium — the Monastery of Union ~ which since 1925 has been trying to draw Roman 
Catholic and Orthodox as well as Protestant Churches together. 


Commenting on "the fullmess and striking extension" of this movement, 
particularly in France, Dom Beauduin mentions the work of RR.PP. Dumont and Con- 
gar at the Istina Centre; Daniélou and Rouquette, in "Etudes"; and of Villain, 
Bouyer, and Boyer; and he emphasised the fact that “on their side, our brothers 
at present separated from us, are playing an increasingly large part in ecumenic- 
al studies", 


oe — Po Pt eae ee 


Since the problems raised by ecumenism are "complex and diverse", they 
call for team work, This has an important advantage, "The monastery of the 
Union, the 25th anniversary of wrich we are celebrating today, has of necessity 
become a centre of welcome,a foyer resounding with the spirit and harmoies of 
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ecumenism, where both men and things echo alike... As they work, the monks of the 
Union feel that they are realising the ideals of the great Gardinal Mercier, the 
real founder of this work", 


Remarking upcn the importance of the liturgy in the work for wiity as 
stressed by the Pope, and in particular in relation to the Orthodox, the author 
underlines the fact that in worship "truth presents itself in all its evangelist~ 
ic simplicity, unrehearsed, and in its true relation to life. Religious contro- 
versies have no place there, and the inevitable theological embellishment has not 
_ altered these ancient formulae’, Finally Dom Beaudvin points out that @the super- 
natural must play an important role... the combined product of nature and grace", 

He pays tribute to the "remarkable activity" in this side of the work played by a 
group in Lyons of which Abbé Couturier is the indefatigeble apostle..; which tries 
to bring those working for unity together into a deep spiritual movement: that 
they may love each other, and be united in prayer and charity in Christ. 

BeP.o. Geneva 


BEAR EAST Bore hes Mont eran 
The Conference on Palestinian Refugees, convened at Beirut, Lebanon, by 
_ the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council (see EPS 
Noo 19), concluded its deliberations on May 8. 


Y Questions involving United Nations action were specifically addressed to 
the Commission of tl Churches on International affairs for further consideration 
and action. Kmphasising the urgent necessity of a settlement of the political 
differences between the Arab States and Israel as the basis of an adequate settle- 
ment of the refugee problem, the Conference at the same tims expressed the view 
that a number of contributory and ameliorative decisions could and should be taken 
immediately. 


The Conference in particular pressed for the following actions; 1. Adequate 
provision of a continuing service of relief to refugees wntil such time as a per- 
manent solution to their problem was achieved; 2. Having previously recognised 
_ that resettlement of many of the refugees in new hones is the only practicable 
solution of their problem, it called upon the United Nations to provide large- 
scale financial resources for a programme of resettlement and reintegration on a 
long-term basis. 


* Steps have already bcen initiated by the responsible officers of the World 
- Council of Churches and the International Missionary Covacil to wing about the 
implementation of some of the major recommendations of the Conferense, The re- 
fugee committee cf the United Missionary Council in the Near Rast has already met 
and made certain specific recommencations with regard to the development and 
closer coordination of the relief programme, Post-csonferense consultations on 

the future place of voluntary effcrt in United Naticns plans have been held with 

x Major-General Howard Kennedy and Ambassador Jotin Blandford of UNWRA, 
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Dr WeA. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, and br Robert Mackie, Director of its Department of Inter-Church Aid 
and Service to Refugees, have submitted the reco:mendations of the Conference to 
the consideration of the Israeli authorities, while similar steps are being taken 
to submit them formally to the Arab League and its member governments. 


Dr 0.Frederick Nolde, Director of the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs, who was himself present at the Conference, is returning immediate- 
ly to New York where he will consider with members of the Commission the problem 
of immediate submission of the appropriate recoimendations to United Nations and 


its member governments, B.P.S.Geneva 
INDIA . Famine Relief 


The Church World Service (Department of the National Council of the 
, Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.) has been sending food gifts to India (see EPS 
Noe 7). <A part of tlese food gifts was received and distributed in South India 
in response to appeals made on account of the prevailing famine conditions. 


At a conference held by the Hconomic Reconstruction section of the Madras 
Representative Christian Council, a resolution was adopted requesting the con- 
tinuance of greater supplies from America on account of tle worsening conditions 

: in various parts of South India owing to the failure of the monsoon for the fourth 
) year. This resolution was strongly endorsed and recommended by the Central Famine 
Committee and passed on to Church World Service. 


As a result, the first lot is a consignment of Ralston Cereals which has 
been received at Avkonam, Since more supplies are expected this year, it is re- 
quested that Church arganisations and heads of institutions send a report to 
the needs to either the chairman or the secretary of the Christian Council of 
India and Pakistan so that equitable allocations may be made by the Famine Relief 
Committee. 


In a statement published in "The Guardian" (Madras, April 12, 1951) Dr 
Chandran Devanesan (chairman) and ii. S. Thambu (secretary) say: 


"We take this opportunity to thank all those who have been helping us in 
the distribution in th pst years and hope that they will continue their coopera~ 
‘ tion in bringing to our notice the conditions of the deserving poor in the various 
; areas. We thank the Government of India for allowing these food gifts free of 
* customs duty on the condition that they are distributed free to the poor irres- 

R pective of caste, creed or race. The Government of Madras have been helping us by 
providing the transport charges and helping us in getting certificates through 

_ the various officers in the different places, These certificates are necessary 
both for the Goverment of India for exemption of customs duty and for recovering 
_ the transport charges from the Government of Madras," _»P.S.Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN Broadcast Message of the Bishop pf Chichester 


The Bishop of Chichester, Dr G.K.A.Bell, Chairman of the Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches, broadcasting on Whit Sunday from Bosham church 
near Chichester on the Home and European Services of the B.B.C., read the great- 
er part of the Whitsuntide Message of the Joint Presidents of the World Council 
of Churches, and used the prayer attached to the Message, 


In the course of his sermon, following a quotation from the Message "There 
are real differences between our Churches, but Christ is one and the same for 
all", he said; "The perils and temptations which come to the member Churches 
on either side of the Iron Curtain are different in character. But from one side 
to the other we pass the Christian greeting. We in the West need those in the 
East, as much as they need us. Even when meetings have been impossible, cor- 
respondence continues, While national policies may be poles asunder, the fellow- 
ship of Christians is not broken - a fellowship founded on belief in Christ, 
with all its implications for ourselves and for them. Such a fellowship is a 
treasure beyond price. May all members of the Churches which belong to the 
World Gouncil do their best to sustain it by prayer and by sacrifice. And may 
God in His mercy work in men's hearts through the Spirit of Christ for the heal~ 


ing of the nations", E.P.S.Geneva 
MALAYA Visit of Dr R. B. Manikam 


Dr Rajah B, Manikam, recently elected Secretary for Eust Asia by the World 
Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council, paid a first visit 
to Singapore, where he arrived on April 26th. 


During his visit he gave several addressess to the Methodist Church, 
where he left a deep impression on a crowded congregation, made up of eight to 
ten nationalities who had gathered to hear him; to the students and staff of 
the Anglo-Chinese School, in the great new auditorium of that school where he 
spoke to some 1200 students and teachers; to the Trinity College students; and 
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at a meeting of the Inter-~ieligious Organisations where he met quite a number 
of leaders of the various communities in Singapore. 


The Secretary of the Malayan Christian Council arranged a dinner in Dr 
Manikam's honour, where the guests represented the Malayan Christian Council as 
well as the Churches and religious organisations in the city. Dr Manikam gave 
a remarkable address, outlining the history of the two movements - W.C.C.-Ieil.C.- 
which began in Edinburgh in 1910 and led finally at Bangkok in 1949 to the de- 
cision to establish a joint secretariat. He outlined what he hoped to be able 
to do in East Asia, An open discussion followed. . 


After spending a considerable period in Indonesia Dr Manikam will re- 


turn to Malaya for a visit through the Peninsula, E.P.9.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Message to the Methodists of the World 


In view of the forthcoming Methodist Ecumenical Conference which will be 
held at Oxford from August 28 to September 7, 1951, a "Message to the Methodists 
of the World" has been sent out, signed by the Presidents of the Metnodist 
Ecumenical Council, Bishop Ivan lee Holt (U.S.A.) and Dr Wilbert F. Howard 
(England). The Message reads; 


We are at the end of the most momentous half-century since the Christian 
Church was founded. In the realm of scientific discovery and achievement it 
has no parallel. Social, political and economic changes have created a world 
undreamed of at the dawn of the century... Over a large part of the earth's 
surface the Christian religion is challenged by a rival whose geographical con- 
quests have marched with a speed and a success unparalleled since Islam's ir- 
resistible onrush in the century that followed the death of Muhammed... 


"But there are other factors in the situation. The facile optimism of the 
later nineteenth century has given place to a realistic mood which forbids com- 
placency... For years past boasting has been excluded and the Church has sub- 
jected itself to a rutikless self-criticism. Old rivalries and animosities with- 
in Christendom are losing their force. Reunion is the ader of the day. That 

movement, inspired by the Holy Spirit which brought the Churches so close to- 
__—s gether at Edinburgh in 1910, has advanced until the World Council of Churches 
- was formed, with tle Amsterdam Conference of 1948 as a clarion call to Christ- 
dans throughout the world. 


Nie of the Methodist family are in the full swing of that world-wide move-- 
ment. We have our own part to play. Our loyalty is pledged to the World Coun- 
cil, and we can only rejoice that ilethodism has lost its denominational life to 
live again in a wider fellowship in the United Church of Canada and in the Church - 
of South India. We look forward with eager hope to a similar union of the Christ- ’ 
ian forces in Ceylon and North India. 


"This does not mean that Methodism has already fulfilled its mission, and 
that our only duty to the past and to the future is to bury our historic tradi- 
' tion... It is for us to put all things to the proof and to hold fast only that 
_ which is good for our time, and we hope for all time. 
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F "To meet the stern and exacting demands of the next half-century the repre- 
. sentatives of the world~wide Methodism will meet in the city of Oxford in the 

- late summer of 1951... We therefore call upon all in every land who bear the 
name of Methodist to use this year of preparation so wisely that the Methodist 
Ecumenical Conference at Oxford in 1951 may bring a worthy gift to the wider 


enterprise of the Universal Church of Christ...' BP... Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Congregationalists and Presbyterians 


The programme of the Assembly of the Congregational Union of England and 
_ Wales, which took place in London May 7-10, included a joint session with the 
Assembly of tlt Presbyterian Church of England at which the Covenant between the 
Congregationaland Presbyterian Churches (see EPS No, 20, 1950) was sealed in 
an Act of Worship concluding with a united Communion service. The Rev, Douglas 
Horton (U.S.A.), Moderator df the International Congregational Council, preached 
the sermon, ; 


When the declaration was read the members of both Assemblies stood in 
solemn assent, It reads; 


"The Congregational Union of England and Wales and the Presbyterian Church 
of England, acting as they believe under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, de~ 
clare before God and the world that, sharing the Christian Faith and inherit- 
ing the reformed tradition, they do now snter into a new and solemn relation- 
ship, covenanting with God and with each other to take counsel with one an- 
other in all matters of common concern, to learn fron one another as the Spirit 
may direct and to seek all opportunities for their mutual cooperation in the 
service of the Lord Jesus Christ whom they acknowledge to be the sole head 


of the Church", E.P.o Geneva 
‘TURKEY Towards a Pan-Orthodox Council 


(Istanbul):- A committee of Orthodox metropolitans has been named by the 
Holy Synod of the Oecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople to visit the Pa- 
triarchs of Alexandria, Jerusalem and Antioch and confer with them on church 
matters, especially the proposed Pe;-Orthodox Council. to be convened by the 


Oecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras. E.P.S Geneva 
7. | 
GREAT BRITAIN South Indien Liturgy at Durham 


: On Whit Tuesday, May 15, by special permission, the newly-agreed Liturgy 

of the Church of South India was used in St John's College Chapel (Anglican), 
- Durham. The Rev.S.T. Jepagnanam, a presbyter of the South Indian Church at 
present studying at St John’s, was the celebrant. The chaplain of St John made 
the necessary arrangements which included the moving of the Holy Table to allow 
the celebrant to take the service facing the people. 


"The worshipful character of the Liturgy with its striking combination of 
Catholic features and Evangelical doctrine", writes a correspondent of 'The 
Guardian’ (London), "made a deep impression on all who took part in the service". 
E.P.o. Geneva 
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ISRAEL _ The Hebrew Christians 


The International Missionary Council's Committee on the Christian Approach 
to the Jews has an unofficial group representing British, Scandinavian and Dutch 
Churches and Societies with interests in Israel, This groups has exchanged in- 
formation on work being done and on difficulties met with by those wishing to 
resume or start Christian work in Israel, 


While one or two missionaries remained in Jerusalem and Nazareth during 
the fighting, writes the Committee's "News Sheet" (No. 2, 1951), the majority 
cf workers and also of the Hebrew Christian converts were evacuated when host- 
ilities began, Buildings left untenanted were in some cases requisitioned, and 


much property was lost or damaged through looting. 

M Religious Liberty:- The Religious Affairs blinistry "is doing its best to 
; supply the religious needs of all inhabitants of israc], but this is inter- 
; preted as allowing minorities the right of worshipping according to their faith, 
. 


and at present there is not the same liberty for Jews who are not orthodox, 
: still less for the small minority of Hebrew Christians, It is agreed by most 
a Observers that the position of the professed Hebrew Christian is almost impossi- 
ble, not because »:° any official restriction, but because he cannot find employ- 
ment or fit into the social life of an explicitly Jewish community. Help to 
enable Hebrew Christians to be self-supporting is advocated, and a grant for 
this purpose has been made by the International Hebrew Christian Alliance (Lon- 
don) and by the British Jews Society. 


"The great problem at present is the future of the local Church, since more 
and more Christian witness must depend not on foreign missionaries but on 
israeli believers. Unfortunately Christian witness in Israel has been shame- 
fully divided. The majority of Christians are Arabic-speaking members of the 
Greek Orthodox Church. A Hebrew-speaking Church is still a far-off dream, al- 
though a start has been made with Hebrew services which are attracting in- 
creasing attention..." 


The Messianic Movement:~ "Several reports mention the so-called Messian- 
ic movement in Israel, consisting of Christ-believing Jews who do not associate 
with any Gentile Church. There were many such private believers to be found on 
the Continent of Europe, and often they had strong Zionist views, It is not 
therefore surprising that they have come to light in Israel. They have received 
publicity in connection with the activities of Rabbi Daniel Zion, former Chief 
Rabbi of Bulgaria, who has placed himself at the head of such a group, and has 
been preaching in Jaffa and calling upon the Jews to accept Jesus as the Messiah.. 
The Rabbi: is said to have appealed to the government to recognise the Hebrew 
Christians of his group as an indigenous Church, and to expel all foreign 


missionaries... r E.P.S. Geneva 
EGYPT New Christian Democratic Party 


(Cairo):- Separation of Church and State and equal recognition of all 
religions in Egypt - reports Religious News Service (New York) - were demanded 
in a manifesto issued by the newly-formed Christian Democratic Party sponsored 
by a group of prominent Coptic laymen, 
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The manifesto urged that Egypt's foreign policy be based on national in- 
terests, "free from religious or racial sentiments", and called for the country's 
adherence to the UrtversdlDeclaration of Human Rights and the Genocide Convention 
adopted by the United Nations, 


Another demand was that "Egyptian citizens be free to change their re- 
ligious beliefs without prejudice to marriage contracts or personal status and 
inheritance rights". It also asked for "equal facilities for all religious 
communities to broadcast religious services and sermons", 


The aim of the new party, says the manifesto, is to give Coptic Christians 
in Egypt, numbering nearly 2,000,000, a larger share in the country's administra- 
tion. The party can claim at least 70 parliamentary deputies "who could be in a 
position te come to an understanding with their Moslem countrymen in the spirit 


of real brotherhood in and outside Parliament", E.P.S.Geneva 
GREECE Enthronement of Me tr opolitan Panteleimon 


(Salonica);- Colourful ceremonies marked the enthronement of Metropolitan 
Panteleimon of Salonica (see EPS No, 14). "Almost the entire population of 
Salonica", writes Religious News Service (New York), "lined the streets leading 
from the harbour to the Cathedral of St Sophia to witness the impressive proces- 
sion of Church and State dignitaries which preceded Metropolitan Panteleimon's 
enthronement" , 


Metropolitan Panteleimon, who is a member of the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches, was transferred to Salonica from Edessa following the 
death of Metropolitan Genadios. BK.’ So Geneva 


LATIN Avi RICA Protestant Radio Programmes 


(Buenos Aires):~+ More than 1,000 Protestant radio program.es are now broad- 
cast monthly in Latin Awerican countries, according to a report published by the 
Federation of tivangelical Churches of the River Plate. 


Protestant programmes, the report said, are now aired in all Latin American 
countries except Peru and Argentine, where such broadcasts are prohibited under 
existing restrictions. 


Six Protestant radio stations function now, five of them on a purely 
“cultural basis (i.e. with no commercial programmes); the sixth, in Mexico, is 
operated as a commercial station because in that country, religious propaganda 
of any kind is forbidden! 


The leading Evangelical station is "The Voice of the Andes", in Quito, 
Ecuador. It has been functioning regularly for 20 years and is now heard over a 
large area in 18 different languages. "Its cultural work", the report stated, 
"has been recognised by the government of Ecuador, which has granted it the 
‘Cruz del Merito' (Cross of lierit) for its contribution to the extension of 
culture in the country, and another Cross for its part in aiding the victims of 
the earthquake which devastated the central region of the country in 1949", 

Interdenominational cooperation in radio work is stronger in Brazil than 
in any other Latin American country. E.P.S.Geneva 
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ee International Work Camp at Chiengrat 


The first international and ecumenical work camp held in Thailand (see 
EPS No, 18), sponsored by the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches 
and the Church of Christ in Thailand, was attended by 30 Thai and 12 foreign 
campers. 


Two delegates were from Singapore, 2 from the Philippines, 2 from Burma, 
4 from Japan; the latter were accompanied by two American missionaries from 
Japan, the Kev, Ray Downs, former Secretary of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign 
Missions and now on the faculty of the Bangkok Christian College, and Dr Horace 


Ryburn, Field Administrator of the Presbyterian Mission. vr Ryburn said that 


the camp was among the most significant event in the life of the Church in 
Thailand. 


One of the high points was when two of the foreign campers, a Burmese 
senior in medicine, and a Malay nursing student delivered a baby for one of the 
village women. As word of the doctor's skill spread patients began waiting for 
him each morning before the campers were out of bed. 


The villagers prepared the campers! food, sharpened their tools, and in- 
vited them into their homes for feasts, singing and talk. A teacher in the 
Bangkok Christian College accepted baptism on confession of faith at a conclud~ 
ing communion service. 


One of the Philippine delegates confessed that his father and brother 
having been killed by Japanese soldiers, he had come prepared with a speech to 
deliver to the Japanese delegates. One of the Japanese admitted that he too had 
come prepared with an answer. Yet when they met they only said "helio" and 


began to work. B.P.o Geneva 
UNITED STATES Less Steel for the Churches 


The growing shortage of steel has made it necessary for the National Pro~ 
duction Authority to abolish the exemptions from construction controls previous- 
ly given Churches and non-profit institutions (see EPS No. 9); No church build- 
ing can now be erected without a permit if it is to require more than 25 tons of 
steel. 


Religious organisations planning construction projects which do not fall 
within the new limitation must show their projects to be "essential to public 
health, welfare, or safety" or to "alleviate hardship to a community". 

E.P.o.Geneva 


Nahi EAST Jnter-Church Aid for Christians: 
We quote the following information from the adopted report of the Working 


Party on Inter-Church Aid at the joint International Missionary Council and 
World Council of Churches Refugee Conference in Beirut, lebanon, way 4-8, 1951 


(see EPS No. 20)3 
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"A small percentage of Christian refugees have already found homes and work 
in neighvouring countries, In any resettlement plan they ought to be allowed to 
remain if they so desire, and be integrated into the life of the country where 
they have found refuge. 


"Those who must find new homes have a continuing responsibility and opport- 
unity to bear their Christian witness; it is essential that this witness be 
preserved for tne Near East. This Christian witness involves the right to main-~ 
tain themselves as a Christian Church and practise their faith. In many in- 
stances, the maintenance of their faith will depend upon the setting up in new 
places and under new circumstances of their Christian community. 


“If this is to be achieved, help must be provided not only in the form of 
funds, but also in personnel and in spiritual fellowship by Christians in other 
parts of the world. Within this category it may be necessary to help with build- 
ings which, while primarily for the use of refugees, will be of service to the 
ongoing life of the Churches. 


"Christian Churches in the Near East all find that their life has been dis- 
rupted by the scattering of many of their members. This has meant a weakening 
of the Churches in some areas, and new responsibilities upon the Churches in 
other areas. 


"The Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem has lest many thousands of its 
members from its area, and these are now very largely within the Patriarchate 
of Antioch, which thus has a new and difficult problem owing to their destitu- 
tion - a problem which it is unable to meet from present resources. 


“Vieanwhile the Jerusalem Patriarchate has its own difficulty of homeless 
people within its area. The problem is further complicated by the fact that 
much of its property is in the Sate of Israel, some of it requisitioned by the 
government, and its funds are frozen for the present. These resources were 
used for the meintenance of schools, monasteries and other institutions, which 
are now in dire need. 


"The Syrian Orthodox Church and the Armenian Church have similarly suffer- 
ed from the dispersion of their members and the reduction of their resources. 
Indeed, proportionately to their members, their loss is most grievous".... 


"The Evangelical Churches have also been hard-hit by the refugee situation. 
The Arab Evangelical Episcopal Community (Anglican) has been so divided by part- 
ition that the majority of its churches and property is inside Israel, but the 
majority of its members is in Arab territory. liost of these communities were 
either self-supporting or fast approaching self-support. The scattering of 
their members has placed a very heavy responsibility not only upon the Arab 
Evangelical Community (Anglican) but also on Evangelical Churches in other areas 
which have slender resources. Further, the economic resources of the Church 
have been seriously reduced, so that it is unable to maintain its schools, to 
furnish scholarships for training its clergy and lay leaders, and to carry on 
many of its other activities", E.P.S.Geneva 
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ee CL European Laymen's Conference 
Bad Boll 


The Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, near Geneva, is preparing the first 
European laymen's conference which is to take place at Bad~Boll (Germany) from 
July 18-24 under the chairmanship of Professor Hendrik Kraemer, head of the 
Ecumenical Institute. 


"Only by the witness of alspiritually intelligent and active laity can the 
Church meet the modern world in its actual perplexities and life situation..." 
This statement of the first Assembly of the World Council of Churches at Amster- 
dam 1948 has served as the starting point for a series of regicnal meetings, 
‘largely of laymen, "for the purpose of further study of efforts for enlisting 
the full lay power of the Church", 


The theme of the Bad-Boll meeting will bes "Towards a Rediscovery of 
Man", This theme will be presented by prominent Christian laymen in a series 
of seven lectures, 


Why has this theme becn chosen? Is not the unprecedented height of human 
civilisation today at the same time a depth into which man has fallen and in 
_ which he has become the salve of his own actions? Does not man need to be re- 
discovered in order to be able to breatheagain? Christians and non-Christians 
agree on this, but they are not agreed how to discover what man really is. 


4 Two hundred conscious and independent Christian laymen who have been 
personally invited to the meeting will be working at Bad-Boll to find the way 
- to a new view of man which they know themselves to be called upon to represent 
and proclaim, The work of the Conference will be done in nine study groups 

_ which will consider the question: ‘What has to be changed in our Church?" and 
_ will deal with the renewal of the Church's life, The work of the study groups 
will be divided according to nine sub-themes in which the subjects of the Con- 
ference will be given concrete form. 


There will be two introductory lectures on the theme: "Towards a Redis- 
\ covery of Man" (by Professor H. Kraemer) and on "The Kole of the Laymen in the 
World Council of Churches" (by Dr W-A. Visser 't Hooft), These will be follow- 
ed by lectures on the various aspects of the main theme. 


The le ctures will bes; on July 18, Professor Jacques Ellul (France) on 


' Wien in a Rationalised Mass Society"; on July 19, Bishop Hanns Lilje (Hanover ) 
on "What is Man?"; and on July 20, Dr P. Evdokimov (Orthodex Church, Paris) on 
"What is Community?" Lectures will also be held on "Man's Responsibility in 


the Social and Occupational Realms" (P. Lebailly)}; "Man's Responsibility in 
the Political Realm (Dr Gustav Heinemann, Germany); and on the problem of 
European unity (André Philip, France). The Danish journalist, Arne Sgrensen, 
will speak on "The Church, Stronghold of Freedom. An English woman, Mrs K. 
Bliss, will present "Laity as the Spearhead of the Church’, Finally, a lecture 
entitled "Glimpses of the Church's Situation in Different Parts of the World" 
will draw the attention of those present upon the world-wide membership of the 


Church of Jesus Christ. 
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One of the important features of the Conference will be intensive Bible 
study on "The Church and the New Testament" which is aimed at presenting a nun— 
ber of points of view of considerable significance for a laymen's conference. 
Bible study will take place in groups which, as far as possible, will be led by 
laymen, 


A considerable amount of study materidl“hlready been sent to prospective 
participants who themselvesrepresent the needs, questions, and viewpoints of a 
much wider circle. Later they will interpret the conference and its results 
to those around them, Thus, the ecumenical and lay character of the Bad-Boll 
Conference will be guaranteed by the responsible and active collaboration of 


all participants. E.P.S Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Gratitude of Former German POW Chaplains 


The following telegram from Germany has been sent to the British Council 
of Churches; "Meeting of sixty former prison camp chaplains in Great Britain 
thank the British Churches for all their help during and after their imprison- 


ment", B,P.S.Geneva 
NETHER LANDS Church World Service Official Received by 


Queen Juliana 


(Amsterdam);- Queen Juliana of the Netherlands has received in private 
audience the Rev. Wayland Zwayer, an executive of the Department of Church World 
Service of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 


Expressing her personal appreciation to Mr. Zwayer fcr the help her coun- 
trymen had received in the past from American Christians through Church World 
Service, the Queen said she was pleased to learn that American Churches have 
not relaxed their efforts to aid needy Churches and refugees in Europe and Asia, 

EP .o.Geneva 


CANADA Studembts Dedicated to "Ministry of Teaching" 


(iontreal):- In a ceremony "believed unique in Canadian Church history", 
six young people in training for the teaching profession were dedicated in 
Montreal to the "ministry of teaching", 


The three men and three women, all final-year education students at McFill 
University, took the pledge before the Montreal United Church Presbytery. 


The ceremony was planned as the first of a series of services at vhich 
teachers would have an opportunity to pledge themselves to lead children "to 
that citizenship which finds its perfecting in the service of God and man", 

E.P.o.Geneva 
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GREECE /YUGOSLAVIA Ecunenical Fellowship Mission 


Needs and opportunities of Greek and Yugoslavian Churches in the present 
situation will be studied by Protestant and Orthodox church leaders from at least 
eight nations during a two-week "Ecumenical Fellowship Mission" during July. 


Organised by the Department of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees in 
cooperation with Greek and Yugoslavian church and government leaders, the mission 
will include 22 ecumenical churchmen from Australia, France, Great Britain, New 
Zealand, Netherlands, Scandinavia and the United States. 


The group is scheduled to leave Geneva by chartered plane on July 16, and 
will visit church institutions, projects and activities (including refugees) at 
Athens, Corinth, Jannina and Salonica in Greece, and at Belgrade, Titograd and 
Zagreb in Yugoslavia, Side-trips will be made by bus and autocar, and the mis- 
Sion will return to Geneva on July 31. 


Visiting leaders participating in the mission will include key persons in 
Inter-Church Aid and refugee work, as well as members of the Central Committee 


of the World Council of Churches. E,P.S. Geneva 
CHINA The Bible in China 


(New York):-— Circulation of the Scriptures in China during 1950 amounted 
to 718,977 volumes, announced the American Bible Society at its 135th annual 
meeting in New York. 


"To those who take for granted that the ‘turnover? accomplished in China 
just before the year 1950 began would spell the immediate cessation of all 
_ Scripture distribxztion there", a report said, "it comes as a grateful surprise 
_ that the Society's circulation in China fell only from 965,480 volumes in 1949 
_ to 718,977 in 1950, and that the distribution of whole Bibles actually advanced 
from 31,579 to 33,245.60. 


in 
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"At present, everything necessary for the production of the physical Bible, 
Testament and portion - including paper, cloth and leather binding materials - 
is available in China; and we can now say that the Chinese Bible is an ‘all- 
China Book'," stated the report,which added that translation and publication 
work in five Chinese dialects was carried on during the past year, including 
the revision of the Mongolian New Testament and the manufacturing of type for 


its printing in 1951, E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES | United Church Women Plan Peace Campaign 


(Buck Hill Falls):- Speaking before the board of managers of the General 
Department of United Church Women of the National Council of Churches in Buck 
Hill Falls, Pa., on May 10, Dr Samuel McCrea Cavert asked them to help the 
Churches "to develop an understanding heart, both in relation to their own work 
and to the world." An understanding heart was also required, he said, between 
the various denominations and between such interdenominational agencies as the 
new National Council and the member Churches. He pointed up as a question re- 
lated to the National Council which the understanding heart must help to answer: 


"How much unity can Protestants achieve just be the process of cooperation 
- the desire and will to work together when there is no compulsion or authority, 
but only the understanding heart which makes them want to do so?" The parallel 
political question, he said, would be: "Is it possible for democracy to have 
- enough ‘togetherness! to work effectively in this modern world?" He said the 
National Councilwould strive to preserve freedom of action with essential unity. 
Ecumenical relations, he said, like marriage, requirelan understanding heart as 
one set out on the task of learning to live together. 


Another question which he said confronted the National Council is, "Can we 
combine a large organisation with prophetic insight and spiritual quality?" The 
real peril in all large organisations is that human energies and enthusiasm will 
be absorbed in running the machine. This will be avoided, he said, if the 
loyalty of persons in each merging organisation to Christ and the Church is 
bigger than any organisational loyalty. 


At another session, the women voted to ask the National Council's General 
Board to approve a delegation of church women visiting President Truman to ask 
a pledge that the United States shall not become an aggressor in any war, aad 
that “our resources will be used for the building of peace through all the chan- 
nels at our disposal, including the United Nations". They also voted to launch 
a Christian Women's Action Programme for World Peace, described as having four 
objectives; 


1) Support for and interest in the United Nations as "today's best instru- 
ment of peace’; 2) Use of the United States "spiritual and material abundance" 
as weapons of peace; 3) Creation of a "spiritual democracy" through women's 
pledges "to live democracy in their community"; 4) A strengthening of the USA's 
spiritual resources. 


Two hundred and fifty women, including local, state and national officers 
of 20 major denominations and council of church women attended the meeting. 
B.P.5.Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN Convocation Considers Ecclesiological Significance 


- A a A 


~ 


When the Convocation of Canterbury mst in London, the Bishop of Chichester 
(Dr George Bell) formally presented in =he joint synod a resolution; "That His 
Grace the President be respectfully requested to appoint a joint committee of 
Convocation to examine the statement on 'The ecclesiological significance of the 
World Council of Churches’ (The Church, the Churches and the World Council of 
Churches) received by the Central Committee of the World Council at its meeting 
in Toronto in July 1950 and commended fcr study and coment in the Churches". 
He said "the World Council's work had established a sense of confidence between 
Christian Churches all over the world which was noi-existent 20 years ago", 


Seconding the motion, the Bishop of Malmesbury (the Right Rev. Ivor S. 
Watkins) said that the membership of the iJorld Council did not mean belonging 
to a body that could make decisions for its members. No Church need change its 
ecclesiology because of such membership, The resolution was referred to the 
Upper House of Convocation, which agreed to mpoint the joint committee as 
suggested. 


In the course of his presidential address the Archbishop of Cm terbury 
(the Most Rev. Geoffrey Fisher) distinguished between discussions of possible 
schemes of reunion proceeding in other psrts of the Anglican Communion, though 
not at the moment in the Church of England, and, on the other hand, reports con- 
cerned with inter-church relations, These reports which deal with inter-church 
relations and not with reunion may ask one or both of two questions: 


"1, What more can be done, while the existing constitutions of the Churches 
concerned remain wichanged, in the field of improving Church relations? 


. "2, What changes in the constitution of tle Churches concerned wuld enable 
relations closerthan can otherwise be attained to be established as a step to- 
wards ultimate reunion?! 


The report on Church relations in England (with the Free Churches) deals 
with the second of thse two questions. The report on relations with the Church 
of Scotland is conserned with the first question. 


The report on discussions held in Oslo with Churches of Norway, Denmark 
and Sweden, was also limited in its proposals and did not go much beyond present 
practice. With regard to these reports the rchbishop said that nothing had 
been done which conflicted with their owa Anglican tradition. Involved in the 
matter of relations with non-epissopal Churches were challenging questions, 
yhich called for informed and patient discussions. "They cannot be answered by 
a simple Yes or No, nor without fresh aud candid examinations..." 


He alluded further to "the big questions which lie behind all these reports 
and affect all discussions of revnion... It is, I think, fortunate that the re- 
port from the World Council of Churches jis to come immediately to the notice of 
Convocation, For it raises for discussion some of the fundamental questions, 
and perhaps in the light of its consideration we may see best how to proceed in 


the other matter. naP.5. Geneva 
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Orthodox Missions 


According to the "Yearbook and Church Directory of the Russian Orthodox 
American Church" for 1951 the Orthodox Church in Japan now embraces over 40,000 


members. There are 194 parishes and 70 priests, nearly all of whom are Japan- 
ese. Services are held in the Japanese language. 


The Japanese Orthodox Church is an autonomous diocese of the Russian- 
American province. The Orthodox Japanese need very much the Bible in Japanese. 
Now money is being raised to print the Scriptures in Japan, A special Mission- 
ary committee to help the Orthodox Japanese was formed in America. 


There are also many thousands of native Orthodox Christians in Korea 
having their native priests to minister to them, The Orthodox Church in Seoul 
has been completely destroyed and a number of priests have been taken prisoners 
by the Communists. The Korean Orthodox Church is administered by Archbishop 
Benjamin, who is also the Ordinary of the Japanese Orthodox Church. 


There is another Russian American missionary diocese in Alaska. It has 
a cathedral in Sitka, 12 chief missionary centres and 80 missionary stations or 
chapels. There are only 13 clergy to administer this enormous region. The 
Orthodox population in 1938 was estimated at 8,000 with 16 priests. Nearly all 
the faithful belong to various Indian and Eskimo tribes, baptised at the begin- 
ning of the 19th century. 


The Russian American Orthodox have the charge of over 50,000 Orthodox of 
Asiatic and native American origin. Until now it has neither a Missionary Coun- 
cil nor a Society to ccordinate the necessary activities, 


They have also a missionary diocese in Argentine. There are at present 
10 parishes with 12 priests of whom 2 are Serbs, There is also a Russian diocese 
in Brazil. Except Bolivia and Equador all the Republics of South America now 
have Orthodox Churches, mostly Russian, but also Greek and Syrian. It is im- 
possible to give any estimate of the Orthodox in South Amer‘sa, but they must 


be well over 100,000. The faithfvl are the Orthodox immigrants to South America 


and their descendants as well as a number of natives, E.P.S.Geneva 
JAPAN Japanese Women and Peace 


A petition was presented to Mr Johm Foster Dulles sy 27 representatives 
of Japan's leading women's organisations, The petition, entitled "Gist of the 
Hopes of Japanese Women for the Anticipated Peace Treaty'', was given Mr. Dulles 
in Tokyo (see also EPS No; 15). It asked for retention of Japan's present con- 
stitutional disarmament under the treaty which the United States is now prepar- 
ing to negotiate. 


The statement asks "for sontinued efforts on the part of the Allied pwers 
to find a way for compromise amorg them so that a peace treaty shall be conclud- 
ed with all the nations to whom Japan stands obligated to fulfil the clauses of 
the Potsdam Declarations<. 
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"It is our sincere desire", the statement goeson, "to do our share far the 
peace of the world by all other means of cooperation with the United Nations 
other than military". In the event Japan be allowed to join the U.N. after the 
conclusion of a peace treaty, "we hope that Japan may find guarantees of security 
in the efforts for peace by the U.N, rather than in her military power. At this 
juction we should like to express our belief that our offering of military bases 
to any power or even to the U.N. will in no way contribute to the furtherance of 
world peace, but that it will rather intensify the conflict that exists... 


"May we point out the following obvious reascns for opposing rearmament: 
a) Rearmament will revive totelitarianism and militarism in Japan, and democracy 
which has just taken root in Japanese soil will be uprooted... b) Economically 
speaking, it will be an unbearable burden on the people to rearm the country:.. 

_ The country's economic life may come to a serious crisis... which may lead Japan 
again to pursue an exploitation policy such as she adopted in the past towards 
the other Asiatic countries, reviving fear and suspicion on the part of many 
countries of the world. 


"We do not mean to be blind to the world crisis and speak glibly of a sent- 
imental ideal for peace... \jhen we face the cold reality that the world is di- 
vided and think of Japan's peculiar position inthe midst of this division and 
of the future of Japan and the world, we cannot but recognise that the way which 
_ seems perhaps too idealistic is the most.realistic way to bring about world 


peace..." E.P.5.Geneva 
— SCOTLAND Congregational Union on Race Discrimination 


The Assembly of the CongregationalUnion of Scotland which took place in 
May adopted a resolution on racial discrimination, supporting "His Majesty's 
Government in their opposition to racial discrimination wherever it is found, at 
home or overseas. In particular it supports the application of the principle of 
partnership in all relationships, official and personal, with other members of 
the multi-racial Commonwealth to which we belong. 


"Also this Assembly--- deeply regrets the racial policy being pursued by 
the Government of the Union of South Africa with its danger to good relations 
_ between the races throughout the whole of africa, a danger which is of great con- 
cern to the colonial territories and to us in this country. It supports the 
Christian Council of -outh Africa in its opposition to apartheid and in its put- 
ting forward the positive alternative of partnership and team-work between the 
_ races. 


"Further, this Assembly expresses appreciation of the firm stand taken by 
H.Mi. Government in the assurances they gave 'that the transfer of the High Com- 
_ mission Territories should not take place (a) wtil the inhabitants, native as 
well as European, have been consulted, and (b) wntil Parl/.ament has been given 
_ the opportunity of expressing its views'. Lest consultation with the inhabitants 
might mean something quite perfunctory the Assembly desires further assurance on 
this point, 
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"The Assembly presses for more economic and social assistance for the 
Territories so that they may be in a stronger position to resist pressure from 


the Union Government in the direction of incorporation" , B.P.S.Geneva 
YUGOSLAVIA Priests Now Eligible for Social Insurance 


Priests of all recognised religions in Yugoslavia will henceforth be en- 
titled to social insurance, just like all workers and employees, provided the 
supreme administrative organ of their religious community concludes an agreement 
with the Council for Public Health and Social Welfare of the Government. Priests 
in that case will be treated as employees of their religious communities. 


The decree on social insurance of priests was published in the Yugoslav 
Official Gazette of May 24, 1951. The financing of the social insurance of 
priests is secured under the decree by state donations and contributions paid by 


the religious communities, E.P.S.Geneva 
GERMANY "Has the Truth made us Free?tt 


If the life of a Christian is dominated by the tranquil assurance of his 
lord, if he has been given strength to make sacrifices for the sake of his faith, 
and if the blessing of God's forgiveness is upon his life, then he can answer 
Yes to this question, declared the Bishop of Berlin, Dr Dibelius, in his sermon 
at the ceremonial service held in the Church of the Redeemer, in Potsdam, for the 
official assembly of the Church of the Kurmark. 


The Bishop rejected "any evidence for the tenability of the Evangelical 
faith in face of the natural sciences". We had always, he said, been grateful 
for the fact "that during recent decades the men of the natural sciences had been 
turning more and more to the Christian confession, but we are not dependent on 
these". How can one speak of two worlds to a man who has not yet realised the 
existence of one of them? "lie Christians are at home in that world. From it 
proceed freedom, security and tranqiillity", 


Superintendent-General Braun spoke on Christ's claim to lordship, at the 
main meeting of the assembly. Today, he said, Christians should realise, as they 
had in the Nazi period, that no sphere of life was exempt from the lor dship of 
Christ. Political life was falling more and more into the demonic. The result 
was that men were being divided into categories, and registered and summed up in 
accordance with their political points of view. 


Referring to the popular consultation which it is proposed to institute 
from June 3 to 5 in the German Democratic Republic concerning the remilitarisa- 
tion of Germany, he drew attention to the Evangelical Church's Essen declaration 
of 1950, and to the latest resolutions of that Church's synods, all of which 
clearly indicated that the Church stood for peace. 


Stress was, however, laid on three things with regard to this consulta- 
tion. Propaganda against remilitarisation was levelled exclusively against "the 
guilt of the West". But the Church was opposed to remilitarisation in both West 
and East. Propaganda on behalf of the consultation, in addition, was being 
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carried on in a spirit of hatred for the West, But no reconciliation could come 
out of hatred, And finally, the statement was being made that anyone not taking 
part in the consultation was an enemy of peace. But, now that the Church had 
spoken out so clearly and so repeatedly in denunciation of rearmament and in 
Support of peace, there must be no stigmatising of any Christian whose conscience 
was SO Oppressed by this propaganda of hatred in connection with the consultation 
that he for that reason ~ not by reason of the question itself - would not take 
part in the voting. If the inquiry was initiated truly, genuinely and freely, 
then probably every Christian would gladly and freely answer Yes. But a clear 
Situation must be presented. The Christian was in all things subject first and 
foremost to his Lord, E.P.S.Geneva 


Thanks faxHelp Given 


The secretariats of the big Christian international organisations receive 
a@ very large number of messages of thanks for the help contributed by the 
Churches in the various countries for the alleviation of distress today. 


Thus his Excellency Ihsan Bey Hashim, Mutessarif (Governor) of Jerusalem, 
on the occasion of his recent visit to Geneva paid a special tribute to the 
Lutheran World Federation for its relief work in Jordania, ‘We have seen lots 
of welfare agencies", .he said, "but the best work that we have ever had done 
and the one we are most grateful for is that of the Lutheran World Federation. 
All the time they have been among us they have worked for the sake of God and for 
nothing else", 


The Governor went on to say that he was "more than grateful" for the free 
meals and clothing dispensed to 4,000 needy people in the neighbourhood of Jeru- 
salem not regarded as refugees by the Relief Agency of the United Nations. Other 
features vhich he praised were the free medical attention provided by LWF, and 
the education in the LWF schools, which were, he said, quite without any narrow— 
ness or sectarianisn, 


In a letter to the World Council of Churches! Department of Inter-Church 
Aid and Service to Refugees, the Relief Agency (Hilfswerk) of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany, which wasrecently raised by synodal decree from a provisional 
into a permanent organisation, wrote, "The help that was given in the name of 
Jesus Christ was not performed for the sake of gratitude, None the less, those 
who have bestowed these gifts on us will be pleased that there should be such an 
echo, and indeed have a right to hear it, After all, the Synod" (which expressed 
its thanks) "is the highest legislative organ and the supreme representative body 
of our Church, and includes delegates fromboth West and Fast, so that through it 
the voice of the whole mass of Evangelical Christians in Germany speaks forth, 
For us likewise this grateful recognition of the help given us from abroad in 
recent years has been a stimulus not to weary in our toilsome labour", 

E.P.S.Geneva 
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SWITZERLAND Dr Visser 't Hooft Honoured by Geneva 
University 


In the course of the "Dies Academicus"' which takes place every year on 
June 6, the anniversary of Calvin's founding of the Academy of Geneva, the degree 
of Doctor honoris causa was conferred by Geneva University on Dr W.A. Visser't 
Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches. 


The Dean of the Faculty of Theology, Prof.J. Courvoisier, mentioned in 
his speech the reasons impelling the University to honour Dr Visser 't Hooft in 
this way, after his twenty years in Geneva, "During these years", Ii. Courvoisier 
pointed out, "the very active work which Dr Visser 't Hooft has been carrying on 
in many fields has not prevented him from making his name known in his generation 
as a very sound theologian, I might even say a 'pedigree! theologian, to whom in 
this discipline numerous students owe a considerable debt", 


Everything to dowith the Churches' relations to one another, their joint 
search for unity, their joint witness before the world, such, he continued, was 
the programme of work to which the University was paying respect today, a pro- 
gramme carried on by Dr Visser 't Hooft since "the World Council of Churches! 
heroic period't, when it was in process of formation and had to go through the 
difficult years of the war. At this time perhaps more than at any other of its 
history, the Councilhad been, in the words of the Apostle Paul, a sign that 
"strength is made perfect in weakness", 


"May the degree thus presented you", concluded Mi. Courvoisier, 'be a token 
that many Genevese regard your presence here as an honour to their city". 


‘E.P.5S.Geneva 
GREECE Representatives of Christians Everywhere to Attend 


Celebrations in Memory of St Paul 


The ceremonies in memory of the arrival and activity of the Apostle Paul 
in Greece 1900 years ago (see EPS No. 15) are to be attended by a considerable 
number of notable church representatives from many countries, 


isnt’ wim 
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A provisional list of the participants expected shows that acceptances 
have come in from all parts of the world, from the northern countries of Europe 
to South Africa, and from New Zealand to the United States, 


The Oecumenical Patriarchate is sending 5 metropolitans, including the new 
Exarch for Western Europe, Archbishop Athenagoras of Thyateira. The Coptic 
Orthodox Church has sent in the names of three of its dignitaries. The Old 
Catholic Church is to be represented by Bishop Kiry, of Switzerland, and the 
Protestant Episcopal Church of America by the chairman of its special Commission 
on Relations with the Orthodox Churches, Bishop Lauriston Scaife, of Western New- 
York, The Church of England and its Council of Foreign Relations will be sending 
the Bishops of Derby and Gibraltar respectively, As well as the Archbishop of 
Armagh, Primate of the Church of treland, the ceremonies will be attended by, 
among others, the Hev. Oliver Tomkins, Associate General Secretary of the World 
Council of Churches (London office), and by Prof. W. Manson, who represents the 
Reformed Church of Scotland on the British Council of Churches, 


From Germany there will be Dr Dibelius, Bishop of Berlin, President Martin 
Niemdller and Dr Lilje, Bishop of Hanover. 


The World Council of Churches will be represented by Bishop G. Bromley 
Oxnam, one of its presidents, and by its General Secretary, Dr W.A. Visser 't 
Hooft, accompanied by one member of its Inter-Church Aid Department and one of 
its Youth Department. Bishop Oxnam will in addition be representing the 30 An- 
glican, Orthodox and Protestant denominations forming the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., and his own Church, the liethodist Episcopal 
Church in the U.S.A, 


Theologians of various Churches, such as Prof. Cullmann of Basle, Prof, 
Adolf Keller of Zfirich, Prof, Glumac and Prof, Mirkovic of Belgrade, and Prof. 
Clavier of France, together with delegates from the Russian Orthodox Church in 
Paris (subject to the Oecumenical Patriarchate), and a number of Roman Catholic 
priests and others, will swell the group of clergy and laymen who intend to be 
present at the memorial celebrations of the Church of Greece, and to help make 


it a demonstration by Christians from all over the world. S.E.P-S.Geneva 
HUNGARY Visit of Dr Robert Mackie 


Invited as a guest by the Reformed Church of Hungary, Dr Robert Mackie, 
Associate General Secretary of the World Council of Churches and Director of the 
Inter-Church Aid Department, paid a visit to Hungary from May 22--30. He took 
part at a special meeting of the Ecumenical Committee of the Hungarian Churches 
and also visited theological faculties, town and village congregations, all over 
the country. Accompanied by Bishop A, Bereczky, president of the General Synod 
of the Hungarian Reformed Church, he paid a visit to Mr. Stephen Kossa, president 
of the State Office for Church Affairs. 


Dr ilackie made a statement to the Hungarian church press from which we 
quote: 
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"IT have very much appreciated the opportunity of revisiting Hungary. It 
is three years since my last visit, and I have been astonished at the material 
reconstruction which has taken place. For a country which suffered so terribly 
in the war, Hungary has made a marvellous recovery. JI an grateful to all who made 
my journey possible. To the Reformed Church which invited me, and to the other 
Churches which received me, and also to the officials who showed me much courtesy... 


"I was particularly glad that I was invited to visit some of the centres 
of Protestant church life in different parts of the country. The visits to the 
theological faculties helped me to see what a fine type of student is now enter- 
ing the university. I found the professors discussing the same biblical and theo- 
logical questions as the fellow-professors in other countries, I hope that the 


_ theological faculties will. continue to receive the important books which are 


published in other countries. I was able to talk with many pastors who were 
attending regional meetings, They told me of the revival of Christian faith and 
life which is evident in the congregations... 


"I was present at a meeting of the Ecumenical Committee in Hungary. There 
were present representatives of the Reformed, Lutheran, Baptist, Methodist, 
Orthodox and other Churches, At a time when in a number of countries there is no 
longer an ecumenical committee related to the work of tie Department of Inter- 
Church Aid, I was very glad to find such strong national connection. Clearly the 
Churches in Hungary are extremely anxious to maintain and develop contacts with 
other Churches in the i/orld Council. I was able to assure the Committee that 
Churches in other countries are eager to keep in touch with the life of the 
Churches in Hungary. My own visit was a proof of this desire, and pledge of 
future cooperation. 


"ZT leave Hungary with a new sense of the power of the Holy Spirit in the 
Church. The Spirit not only quickens the life of the individual Christians, but 
it binds Christians everywhere together. I found in the Churches of Hungary a 
strong feeling of solidarity with their fellow Christians throughout the world", 


B.P.S,.Geneva 
JAPAN : Figures that Speak for Themselves 


Japan today offers great opportunities as a country to be evangelised. 
The number of candidates for baptism and confirmation is rising slowly but stead- 
ily. The Nippon Sei Kokwai (Japanese Episcopal Church) reports that the figure 
for adult baptism is showing a marked increase as a result of the church mission 
to the people. In 1939 it was 687 altogether, but rose in 1948 to 1,539, and in 
1949 to 1,697. (In contrast to this trend, infant baptism for the same period 
remained more or less the same). 


These practical results of the Episcopal Church's preaching would probably 
have been even more satisfactory if the number of its clergy had not diminished 
in the meantime. In 1939 it had 238 Japanese priests and 33 missionaries, to- 


_ gether with 177 church workers. Two years ago, in 1949, there were only 192 


_ dapanese and 8 missionary clergy, while the number of other church workers had 

_ dropped to 58. A factor contributing to this was that some of them have to take 
_ additional employment elsewhere, and so cmnot work full-time for the Church any 
more. ; . E.P.S.Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Greek Orthodox Ccoperation 


The Greek Orthodox Church in America has applied to the National Council 
of the Churches of Christiin the U.S.A, for permanent membership in this leading 
association of Churches. The request will be dealt with, according to the Coun- 
cil's General Secretary, Dr Samuel McCrea Cavert, at the organisation's next 
plenary assembly in 1952, 


The adhesion of the Greek Orthodox Church brings the number of Orthodox 
Churches represented on the National Council to 5. Those already belonging are 
the Roumanian Orthodox Episcopate in America, the Russian Orthodox Church in 
America, the Syrian Antioch Church and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in America. 
In the interim, i.e. wmtil the Council's assembly next year, continued Dr Cavert, 
&@ permanent representative of the Greek Orthedox Archbishop of New York, Michael 


Constantinides, is to be co-opted to the deliberations of the General Board of 
the Council. 


The National Council of Churches, which in addition to the Orthodox groups 
mentioned comprises 25 Protestant Churches, represents some 32 million American 


Christians. E.P.S.Geneva 
ISRAEL Jewish Missionary Movement 


(Tel Aviv):- According to "Religious News Service" (New York) a Jewish 
Missionary iovement has been inaugurated in Tel Aviv under the title of tle 
Society of the Friends of the Jewish Mission Among Peoples. 


One of the delegates referred to the exhortation in Isaiah 49, which 
called upon the Jewish people to become a light of the nations" after the return 
to the Promised Land, 


A step towards promoting Jewish missionary sctivities should be the esta- 


blishmen of a seminary for Jewish missionaires in Jerusalem. &eP,S,Geneva 
GERWANY Pulpit Announcement in Berlin-Srandenburg on 
Plebiscite 


(Berlin);- The Evangelical Church leaders. of Berlin-Brandenburg de- 
cided that the following statement defining the attitude of the Church towards 
the People's Plebiscite held in the Soviet zoe of Germany, should be read from 
pulpits on the first and second Sundays after Trinity (lay 27 and June 3). 


"The Evangelical Church of Germany has since 1945 urged the German nation 
not to deny the guilt which it bears, to submit to its consequences, and to avoid 
all bitterness and thoughts of revenge. The Church has warned the nation against 
entertaining hopes that through a war any improvement in German conditions could 
be brought about. The Church has spoken clearly against remilitarisation of 
East and West Germany. 


"Moreover in recent months a large number of congregations have passed re- 
solutions calling on the church leaders and the bishop of Berlin-Brandenburg 
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to request the World Council of Churches and Churches in other countries to urge 
national governments to present concrete measures for the maintenance of peace 
and, for the sake of this high purpose, not to shrink from important national sa- 
crifices. The standpoint of the Evangelical Church of Germany is thereby made 
clear beyond shadow of doubt. 


"In accordance with the foregoing, we declare with regard to the People's 
Plebiscite of June 3-5; (1) The Christian who takes part in the plebiscite and 
answers it with ‘Yes', addresses himself thereby to the competent authority in 
his State jurisdiction and warns it against any production of weapons of mass 
murder and against training in the use of them; (2) We have requested the civil 

- authority of our State to assure the freedom of voting, namely by not holding a 
public ballot, further that recommendations to take part in the plebiscite should 
be kept free from any hate propaganda and from any defamation of those who, from 
reasons of conscience, refrain from voting; (3) We request Christians to use 
voting booths, as they take part in the plebiscite. 


tAssurances, at least with regard to the second request (under 2 above) 
have been given us. 


"ie pray the Lord of the world that He may give us clarity and strength 
so that we may meet this decision with an unimpaired conscience, May he make His 
Church able to work tirelessly for the peace of the Gospel among men! His Peace 

is higher and more embracing than all human intentions, power and reason", 
B.P.o.Geneva 


_ FRANCE National Synod of the ieformed Church 


The National Synod of the Reformed Church of France met in Le Chambon-sur- 
_Lignon from May 19 to 21, with Pastor Pierre Maury, president of the National 
Council, in the chair, and the moderator, Pastor Pierre Bourguet, in general 
charge. 


The great problem down for discussion was that of baptism. The Synod 
_ agreed on the doctrinal significance of baptism, which it formulated as follows: 
"By baptism the Christian Church gives to the baptised the sign and seal 
of new life in the communion of Jesus Christ. This sacrament daily attests to the 
believers that he has died and risen again with Christ, Whose grace purifies him 
from his sins. Baptism confers upon the baptised the sign of his incorporation 
into the Body of Christ by the power of the Holy Ghost, thus making manifest, to 
the glory of God the Father, the unity of the Church upon earth, 


"If God is free to save men without this sacrament, the Church must still 
abide by the order it has received to administer the same. Like all grace bestow- 
ed by God, that in baptism calls forth in response the faith of the man who re- 
_ceives it", 


én, gh 


" The Synod asserted "its tim attachment to infant baptism, But, anxious 
“not to imprison the Reformed Church of France in one particular practice when the 
_ Word of God gives no definite ruling on this point, it allows as lawful the post- 


q 


a oe 
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ponement of baptism by the parents on religious grounds untilsuch time as the 
candidate for baptism, having been instructed as to its meaning, shall himself 


request it", E.P.S.Geneva” 
ITALY First Congress of Church Youth 


A congress organised in Milan from April 30 to May 1 was attended by 
youth from the wethodist, Baptist and Waldensian Churches, and by a number of 
guests from other Churches and bodies. 


Its object was to re-establish the wity of the youth groups, which had 


been in existence in the days when they all belonged to the Y.iisC.Ae, but had 


been overlaid by the forming of groups within each denomination, This unity, 
which was very much desired by the young people themselves, is, however, coming 


up against theological and ecclesiastical difficulties. The congress did, none 


the less, succeed in setting up a young council consisting of three members of 
the Waldensian youth, two of the Baptist and two of the :lethodist. It decided 
to publish one joint periodical, and submitted for study the project for forming 


a federation of youth organisations. £.P.S.Geneva 
S\EDEN New Religious Freedom Law 


(Stockholm) ;~ An important event in the life of the Church and State in 


Sweden is the new religious freedom law passed on May 19 by Parliament. The 


draft of this law was prepared by a parliamentary commission which included nota- 
ble representatives of the Churches. (see EPS No. 36, 1950) The law is the out- 
come of many years'efforts on the part both of the various Free Churches as well 
as of the (Lutheran) Church of Sweden. 


Hitherto membership of the -.aurch of Sweden was obligatory for those hold- 
ing the post of religious instructor at State-maintained schools, namely second- 
ary schools and colleges. In future, the adherence of such teachers to other de- 
nominations is not to be regarded as a hindrance but will be borne in mind when 
appointments are made by the King. Applicants for such posts are expected to 


' accept the duty to remain loyal to the plan of curriculum, 


The law established the principle that, contrary to precedent, a Swedish 
citizen can relinquish membership of the Church of Sweden without joining another 
denomination. This paragraph conforms to the request made by the bishops of the 
Church of Sweden as representatives of the highest spiritual instance in the 
country. A further paragraph stipulates that citizens thus relinquishing church 


_ membership need only to pay 40 per cent of the church tax, This payment is made 
_ in recognition of the fact that the Church of Sweden conducts civil registrations. 
Notification of decision to leave the Church must be made in person to the local 


e 


pastor, 


Children have the status of members of the Church of Sweden, if their 


father or mother belongs to it. After the completion cf the 15th year of life, 


_ the young person has the right to leave the Church by personal request. 


—-- 
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The Jaw also confers on the Free Churches various rights hitherto with- 
held from them, The paragraphs assuring them thsse new freedoms concern princip- 
ally the right to conduct weddings and funerals. In future it will be possible 
for pastors of the Free Churches to conduct a wedding which has validity in civil 
law. 


In the second Chamber of the Parliament, the Free churchman Gustav Mose- 
son declared that in his first parliamentary speech, more then 30 years ago, he 
has urged the need for a religious freedom law. He expressed himself satisfied 
with the reforms provided to the Free Churches by the law now enacted. 


The law also includes permission to establish monasteries in Sweden, This 


provision is of particular interest to Roman Catholics. E.. .S.Geneva 
GER. ANY The Fortlcoming Church Gathering in Berlin 


What is the significance of the German ivangelical Church Gathering to meet 
in Berlin from July 11 to 15?(see EPS No. 16) Dr siichael Heissenberger has answer- 
ed this question in a paper from which we reproduce the following statements 
characteristic of the whole. 


"The Essen Gathering of 1950 (see EPS No. 32, 1950) broke out of the spe~ 
cifically intra-ecclesiastical framework, and demonstrated that the task of church 
gatherings of this nature must not be limited to reaching the so~called church 
laity, but must rather extend the preaching of the message entrusted to the Church 
beyond the boundaries of the church people proper, 


“Had the third gathering, as was originally intended, been called in Stutt- 
gart, this would probably have meant a retreat from the Essen position back into 
the ‘inside the Church' one. A Stuttgart Gathering would have been a South German 
event and not much more, That the organisers of the gatherings should have re- 
jected this comfortable solution and had the courage to go to Berlin is a sign 
that the Evangelical Church has begun to see its task in the world in a whoily new 
sense of responsibility. 


"Thought has certainly also been given to the specifically church tasks re- 
sulting from the fact that, consequent upon the bisection of Germany, almost one- 
half of German Protestants are living in the area west of the Iron Curtain, and 
can scarcely be reached by any other way than the way through Berlin. 


"This in itself would be sufficient reason for a Berlin Gathering. But 
considerations of this nature did not, it is reliably reported, give the final. im- 
petus to the choice of Berlin, In the preliminary negotiations which were carried 
on for months with great tenacity, the argument which in the ultimate issve proved 
decisive was that the Church's place was where the danger was greatest. 


"The Church thus goes without illusions to Berlin. It did not chcose that 
city for the sake of special chances which might present themselves there, but in 
full realisation of the dangers which threaten. It can only be hoped that the 
leaders of the gathering will have an eye, even in little things, to the danger 
represented by this front seat in Berlin and the East. Since the announcement of 
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its decizion to go to Berlin, the Church has been bombarded with blandishments 
as never before, from all quarters, but particularly from the East. And it is 
just here that the gravest peril lies, namely, that the Church, by betaking it- 
self into an area of the acutest political tensions, may against its own desire 
become a catspaw of political powers using it for their own purposes. 


"Bishop Dibelius, at a recent Press conference, said in answer to reflec- 
tions of this kind that nobody could be prevented from raising political questions 
at the gathering, ‘but we hope, with God's help, that we may always give an 
ecclesiastical answer'. This remark allowed its hearers a glimpse of the real 
commission of the Church, which is constantly being laid upon it, to answer the 
questions of the world from out of its spiritual authority. The Berlin Gather- 
ing will show whether it can still speak out of such authority". E.P.S.Geneva 


GERMANY | Churches Enable 33,000 ).P.s to Resettle in 
the WeSanre 


Some 33,000 Displaced Persons from Europe had arrived in the United 
States by May 1, 1951, under the resettlement programme of the World Council of 
Churches, Dr Edgar H.S. Chandler, the Council's field operations director told 
140 resettlement field workers from various regions of Germany, Austria and Italy 
at their 1951 staff consultation conference at Bad Homburg, Germany, end of May. 


These World Council field workers pooled their experience and information 


_ for concluding the drive to complete resettlement of more than 61,000 D.P.s. 


Assurances for resettlement in the U.S.A. for another 14,500 D.P.s within this 
total have been secured by American Churches and another 13,827 D.P.s in Europe 
await consideration of their claims. World Council offices for counselling re- 
settlement have been opened in Trieste, Athens, Paris and in Belgium, in addi- 
tion to those in Germany, Austria and Italy. 


In addition 10,000 Volksdeutsche (refugees of German ethnic origin not 
admissible to aid from United Nations organisations) have already received aid 
through the World Council towards resettlement. 


The Rev. Charles Sowder, of the Wunich office of the iJorld Council of 
Churches Refugee Service, described the efforts to resettle in 38 countries over- 
seas other than the United States D.P.s handicapped by disability of some member 
of the family. They do not fall into the "hard core" category of those who will 
have to remain for local resettlement and perhaps institutional care in European 
countries. Already 2,060 of these "difficult" (as distinct from "hard core") 
cases have been aided to emigrate: 879 to Argentine; 210 to Venezuela; 197 to 
Brazil; 107 to Sweden; 145 to Australia; 104 to French Morocco. Otters went, 
for instance, to Belgium, Britain, Chile, Eire, Egypt, Kenya and South Africa. 


Mr James Atkinson, World Council's Chief Refugee officer in Austria, 


_ pointed out that in one month 544 D.P.s had been prepared for overseas resettle- 


ment and another 128 for local resettlement with the support of local Churches 
while counselling service there had helped towards securing Austrian citizenship 
and residence permits, also medical relief and public assistance in cases of 


{ 
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need. Pastor Charles Rossier, from Naples, said that of the 32,000 D.P.s in 
Italy some 5,000 were Protestants and Orthodox church people. Of these latter 
1,797 had been resettled overseas and another 1,213 had been prepared for emigra- 
tion to Brazil, Canada, New Zealand and U.S.A. In the care for “hard core" 
cases the Protestants in Italy had played their part, for permanent homes for 
78 old people had been found there by the Waldensian and the Baptist Churches, 
E.P.o.Geneva 


SCOTLAND Edinburgh Churches Ecumenical Choir 


(Edinburgh):- The Scottish Ecumenical Association is being strengthened 
by the formation of an Ecumenical Choir which is another way in which the various 
Scottish Churches can work and worship together. 


The United Free Church had in Hdinburgh a Choral Society of about 90 
voices which had been in existence about three years. This body recently decid- 
ed to broaden the base of the Society to include singers from Churches of all 
denominations. The aims of the Choir are to promote fellowship and cooperation 
among the Edinburgh congregations of all Christian Churches and to foster a taste 
for singing among the members of these Churches. The rehearsals are arranged so 
that individual church choir work shall not be affected. E,P.o.Geneva 


Annual weetings of Bible Societies 


The world's two largest Bible Societies - the british and Foreign Bible 
Society and the American Bible Society - on the occasion of their respective 
annual meetings in May, issued information about their activity during the year 
1950 (see EPS No. 3 and 18). 


_ The Rev.A.H. Wilkinson, General Secretary of the British and Fa eign 
Bible Society said that "the country needs Bibles and more Bibles than we are 
able to send. The reason for our limitation is not far to seek, The value of 
“money has greatly fallen: £1 in 1938 would produce as many Scriptures as £3.10s.0d. 
today... In 1939 the Christians in Britain gave us £91,000, but in 1950 their 
gifts amounted to £137,000 ~- an increase of only 46%..." 


The report -of the American Bible Society indicates that Scriptures dis- 
Diributed at home and abroad during 1950 amounted to 711,221 Bibles, 1,094,710 
Testaments and 9,250,653 portions, a total of 11,056, 584 -- an increase of more 

than 25% over the previous year. 6,230,370 of these volumes were distributed 
in the United States. 


‘ Hundreds of thousands of Scriptures were provided for Latin America. In 
Brazil, at the close of 1950, 200,000 orders for whole Bibles were on hand and un- 
‘folfilled, The American Bible Society has provided for the printing of 300,000 

- Portuguese Bibles for Brazil in its 1951 budget. E.P.S.Geneva 
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SWEDEN Visit of the Faith and Order Commission Secretary 


The Reve Oliver Tomkins, secretary of the Faith and Order Commission of 
the World Council of Churches, visited Sweden recently in order to consult with 
church leaders on preparations for the Third World Conference to be held at Lund 
in 1952. Mr Tomkins had personal talks with Bishop Nygren and Archbishop 

Brilioth and met at Lund a group of pastors who have been invited to make the 
local arrangements for the conference. At theAirchbishop's request he was among 
the clergy who took part in the consecration at Upsala of Bishop Rudberg, to 
Skara diocese, and of Bishop Anderberg, to Visby diocese. He also met Bishop 


ay Giertz, of Gothenburg, and Bishop Hultgren, of Humosand. ; BeP.S. Geneva 
GRECE Moscow and Saint Paul's Festivities 


According to a radio message from Athens His Holiness Alexius, Patriarch 
of the Russian Orthodox Church in Moscow, has informed the Archbishop of Athens 
Mgr Spyridon by telegram that the Russian Church will now be able to attend the 
festivities of the 1900th anniversary of the Apostle Paul's arrival in Greece 
(see EPS No. 23). Patriarch Alexius mentions also that he has sent a letter of 


congratulations to the Church of Greece. E.P.S. Geneva 
‘ETHIOPIA Miss Sarah Chakko's Visit 


During her return journey to India, where she will take up again her post 
as Principal of Isabella Thoburn College, Lucknow, Miss Sarah Chakko of the 
World Council's Commission on Life and Work of Women in the Church has visited 
Ethiopia, She met with church leaders and representatives of the women's organ- 
isations and discussed ways and means to improve women's education and to give 


Opportunities to women to serve the Church. EeP.S. Geneva 
‘FINLAND New Archbishop of Turku I, Salomies 


Among the three names proposed by the Church the President of the Republic 
of Finland has chosen Bishop Imari Saiomies to succeei to the late Archbishop 


Rete 8 
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Lehtonen (see EPS No. 14) as head of the Church of Finland, Bishop Salomies, 
who is a member of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, will 


enter on his new duties as Archbishop on July lst. E.P.S.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN 250th Anniversary of the Founding of 


the S.P.G. 


In June the Church of England celebrates the 250th anniversary of the 
founding of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, To mark the occasion 
a "missionary ship! sailed up the Thames on Friday 8, 


This replica of the 18th century vessel "H.M.S. Centurion" in which the 
first Anglican missionary of the Society, the Rev. George Keith, sailed, will be 
moored for a time opposite the Housesof Parliament, London. On June 16, the 
actual anniversary of the granting of the Society's Charter, the vessel sails to 
Lambeth to be blessed and commissioned by the Archbishop of Canterbury ready for 
its journey round the coast. 


Bearing the flags of thirty-eight nations among whom S.P,G. has worked or 
is still working, "H.M.S. Centurion! will visit various ports and seaside towns. 
The missionary story will be told by evangelists from various countries who will 
use the ship as a spearhead for beach missions. 


There are other ships connected with the S.P.G. celebrations. These are 
the collecting galleons which wll be blessed at "Ship Services" throughout the 


country on June 23. E.P.S. Geneva 
GREECE An Experiment in Christian Cooperation 


Eleven small war-torn villages near Jannina in north-west Greece, on tle 
border of Albania, have been selected asthe site for a pioneering experiment in 
Christian cooperation by the recently-organised "Inter-Church Service in Greek 
Villages", 


Organised last November by the World Council of Churches' Department of 
Inter-Church Aid with the help of a group of interested Protestant churchmen, 
"Inter-Church Service in Greek Villages" is an ecumenical team of young Christian 
workers whose chief purpose is to provide practical assistance in a time of need, 
and to demonstrate Christian fellowship and solidarity (see EPS No, 5). 


At present, members of the team include two young Americans from the 
Church of the Brethren and another worker from the Disciples of Christ. Soon ex- 
pected to join the team in Greece will be workers from the Mennonite Central 
Committee (USA), and from Churches in Norway, Sweden and Switzerland. 


The first project undertaken by the team is to help reopen a drainage 
tunnel to reclaim for three villages a large section of valuable farm land which 
has become swampy. Other possible projects already investigated include develop- 
ment of springs for irrigation, crop rotation and better methods of soil con- 
servation. 


¥ 
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Team members have already begun distribution of CARE farm tool packets in 
the villages, and are planning to distribute food and clothing supplies contri- 
butec by Christians, in order to aid destitute villagers virtually without any 


» resources who have lost nearly every worldly possession through ten years of war- 
fare. 


| Other reports indicate that the villagers are extremely gratified that 
Christians from other lands have come to lend a helping hand. "More and more we 
| realise how little help they have received", a team member wrote recently, “and 
: how hungry they are to find and to try better methods". 


The project has been assured financial. support from the Brethren Service 
Commissicn, Presbyterian Church USA, Lutheran World Federation, American Baptists, 
Disciples of Christ and Church World Service division of the National Council of 


_ the Churches of Christ in the USA. E.P.S.Geneva 
I INDIA Former Communist to Direct Christian Institute 


A former India Communist leader who is now an active churchman has been 
named director of a "Christian Institute for the Study of Society!! sponsored by 
the United Theological College at Bangalore, announced Religious News Service, 
> New York, 


Mr, K.A. Thampy, the director, is a Syrian Christian. The son of a former 
Travancore State judge, he embraced Communism while at college and subsequently 

| rose to party leadership. He recently renovnced Communism ans has resumed his 

_ membership in the Christian Church, 


b The Institute began its work on June 5. Leaders of revolutionary parties 
will lecture to the students, while Christian theologians and lay leaders will 
criticise revolutionary solutions to social problems and offer alternative con~ 


structive proposals, E.P.o. Goneya 
U.S.S.R. The Baptist Church 


A Belgian evangelist on his way through Geneva, M. G. Parfait, has’ given 
his impressions of the journey he recently made in Russia. 


"One Sunday, at 10.30, I went to the former Lutheran church now used as a 
place of worship by our Baptist brethren, which holds two thousand people. At 
six o'clock I went there again for the second service; the church was crowded 
out. People arrived carrying seats, they invaded the corridors, the aisle and 
the porch. This congregation was a very attentive one; during the prayers some 
of them knelt on the ground. At the far end of the hall there was a platform 
stretching right across, on which were the pastors and church council. Behind 
them was a big stained-glass window with the text, ‘God is Love'. There was no 
lack of young people among the congregation... 


fiamong the Baptist preachers there were a large number of laymen. Some of 
the pastors work for a living outside their ministry. It is not always straiten- 
ed circumstances which drives them to this, but a question of principle. Some 
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people see in this a forecast of one form of church ministry. Among the pastors 
who work for a living is a foreman in a gold-mine, who invented a dredge to im- 


prove the returns while reducing the effort demanded of the worker, and has just 
been awarded a Stalin Prize... 


"The Baptists have no seminaries, but they have training courses... The 
method of open-air preaching does not seem to them necessary, but they can use 
it freely if they wish. The Baptist Church at present possesses 300 churches in 
Russia, and 2,000,000 members split up into 300 ‘families! over the whole country. 
The Moscow parish has a membership of some 6,000, served by six pastors," 

E.P.5. Geneva 


UNITED STATES Presbyterians Look toward "Reunion" and "Unity" 


a (Cincinnati):- The Presbyterian (USA) 163rd General Assembly, meeting 

in Cincinnati, Ohio, May 24-30, elected the Rev. Dr Harrison Ray Anderson of 
_ Chicago as Moderator, and adopted a nine-point programme looking toward reunion 

of the three branches of the Presbyterian Church - "U,S.A.", "U.S.", and "United". 
_ The plan was presented by Dr Ralph Waldo Lloyd, chairman of the Committee on 

_ Interchurch Relations, 


Dr Anderson, the new Moderator, is a member of the same committee and 
was an alternate to the World Council of Churches' Constituting Assembly in Ams- 
terdam., Dr Hugh Evans, retiring Moderator, called upon the Churches to work to- 
+ gether to promote "the unity of the Churches of Christendom", 


The Assembly also sent a message of greeting to the Presbyterian General 
Assembly of Korea, meeting in Taegu. E.P,S.Geneva 


UNITED STATES The National Council of Churches Views its Task 
in Christian Life and Work 


(Chicago):- An analysis of Christian principles to serve as a guide for 
the Churches and individual Christians in the present crises was approved by the 
general board of the National Council of Churches at its meeting in Chicago on 
_ May 17, presided over by the Council's president, the Rt Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, 
_ presiding bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 


The statement "The National Council of Churches Views its Task in Christ- 
ian Life and Work" affirmed that society faced more "fundamental issues" than the 
conflict between Russia and the United States and between Communism and democra- 
cy. "Basically, the conflict is between two views of life which involve differ- 
ent philosophies of history and different beliefs with regard to the nature of 
* man and his destiny". 


"Essential security... and essential freedom are not derived from this 
world", the statement declared. "Essential security rests only in the righteous— 
ness of God, and essential freedom only in His service". 


* 


é, As regards the Churches, their "first concern must be obedience to God's 
will", and their major obligation "to reach, teach and win for Christ and His 
_ Church the approximately seventy millions of people in our nation who belong to 
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no organised Church", Another task is "to disturb the complacency of spiritval 
pride and any comfortable adjustment to the easy standards of the secular world", 


The necessity to "crowd out" the harmful influences commonly aligned 
against youth was advanced by the Council's Division of Christian Education. Dr 
Paul Calvin Payne, a Council vice president, spoke of the need of an experiment- 
al plan based on the fact that between "25 to 27 million American children and 
young people are destined to reach maturity without religious training. It was 
also urged that adequate training be given to some 2,000,000 lay teachers for the 
Church's religious education programme, Another urgent need was "the restora- 
tion of the historic non-sectarian emphasis on religion in public schools’, 


In the field of international affairs, the general board adopted a state- 
ment designed to set forth the views of the Churches on the technical aid pro- 
gramme of the United States and the United Nations to underdeveloped areas. The 
statement asked for vigorous church support of U.S. and U.N. technical aid pro- 


grammes "to help people help themselves out of the Slough of economic and social 
despond" , . 


The Board also approved a fourfold "Christian Women's Action Programme 
for World Peace", initiated by the Council's General Department of United Church 


Women. E.P.S.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Dr d»He. Oldham Honoured 


The name of the ecumenical pioneer - Dr J.H. Oldham - was included in the 
Honours List announced on the King's birthday. His Majesty has created Dr Oldham 
a Commander of the Order of the British Empire for services to educational and 


religious organisations. E.P.S. Geneva 
JAPAN Fourth General Assembly of the National Christian 
Council 


"Kyocho Jiho" (April 15, 1951), the bulletin of the National Christian Coun- 
cil of Japan, reports on the fourth General Assembly of the NCC which took place 


-in Tokyo at the end of March, a special feature of which was the study of strateg- 


ic policies for ths evangelisation of Japan. 


An introductory statement on the background and trends of the Christian 
movement in general was made by the general secretary, the Rev. Akira Ebisawa, 
in which he appraised the results of the visit and influence of several outstand- 
ing foreign leaders within the past year or two, evaluating their influence 
especially along the following lines of activities; Promotion of the Ecumenical 
Church Movement (Drs Mott, Mackay, Ranson) - Renewed theological approach (Drs __ 
Mackay, Brunner, Bennett) - Advance in the laymen's evangelistic movement (Drs 


Ranson, Brunner, Highbaugh, Stanley Jones, McConnell). E.P.S. Geneva 
BULGARIA "Beneath the Banner of Peace" 


(Sofia):- At the request of the Bulgarian National Committee for the De- 


_ fence of Freedom Professor Dr Stephan Zankow has contributed an exposition on 


peace and Christianity to "Tsrkoven Vestnik" (Church Messenger), weekly period- 
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ical of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church, which published this article under the 
heading "Beneath the Banner of Peace't, 


Professor Zankow, who until the second world war was one of the foremost 
representatives of that Church in the ecumenical movement, points out; "Never 
before as today are the nations confronted with the greatest task in their lives 
~ to preserve peace and to build peace on the immovable foundations of truth, 
justice and love, Truly almost all human beings admit that peace is one of the 
greatest gifts of life, progress and well-being and that a world war with its 
modern technical inventions and internal strains would mean mass destruction of 
mankind, culture and economic life, 


"Yet a war psychosis flares up with slogans about wmavoidable war and in- 
deed about the necessity of a preventive war. Immense resources are being wast- 
ed and atom bombs, and bacterclogical, chemical, radio-active weapons of war as 
means to final destruction are permitted. Therefore it is a vital necessity of 
life that this demonic flood~tide should be brought to a stop and fortunately 
efforts of this kind are being made. Mankind assembles under the banners of 


peace, rallying in an active struggle all the forces of sound reason and of 
good will", 


Long--standing human dissensions have their root in self-seeking, bringing 
with it in turn injustices, unfair distribution of natural and economic goods, 
inequitable wages, harsh exploitation and repression of other people, for in- 
stance the working classes, and the worship of Mammon. "Similarly the struggle 
for pease is also a struggle d¢ the forces of culture for a just social order 
which assures to mankind peace, freedom and prosperity. 


"The majority of the so-called cultured nations have proclaimed their 
adherence to the Christian religion and they proclaim it still in principle but 
also in essence, 


"Gan there be any question for a Christian where he should ha in the pre~ 
sent mituation? Under the flag of peace or under the flag of warmongers? Can 
the sincere Christian do otherwise than proclaim that Christ was a witness for 
peace with His whole life?... The true Christian must support all efforts and 
all means towards a peaceful, reasonable and honourable understanding between 
nations and people... 


"Today true Christians must first and foremost witness by a thorough re- 
newal in all realms of life to their sense of responsibility and debt. But we 
desire to recognise with joy that this witness is actually being made among all 
Christian denominations... 


"Here and there in the wrld recourse is made to the old Roman, pagan 
adage, 'Si vis pacem, para bellum' (If you desire peace, prepare for war). Be- 
cause some Christians have unfortwmately forgotten their duty, other Christians 
should emphasise that war can be avoided and peace can be preserved through the 
engagement of spiritual and moral powers... E.P.S. Geneva 
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_iCELAND Help for Korean Children 
The Christian Churches of Iceland have sent a shipment of 125 tens of 

fish liver oil to South Korea, to help maintain the health of childre suffering 

from malnutrition, Iceland has a population of about 150,000, almost/tiembers of 


the Evangelical Lutheran Church, E.P 2S. Geneva 
NYASALAND Diamond Jubilee 


In giving news both in the press and over the radio of the celebrations 
which have marked the Diamond Jubilee of the foundation of the Protectorate of 
Nyasaland, generous tribute has been paid to the share taken in the country's 
development by the missionaries, from David Livingstone onwards. 


One of the tasks performed by many of tlese same missionaries has been 
the translation of the Scripturesinto the languages of Nyasaland, including 
"Nyanja" itself, in which the whole Bible has been available since 1922. It is 
significant that in recent years the National Bible Society of Scotland has sold 
more copies of this Bible than of the English Bible itself, B.ePeS. Geneva 


UNITED STATES Feumeni.cal, Youth Plans Future Strategy 


Members of the Youth Department Committee of the World Council of Churches 
and of the World Council of Christian Education met in Columbus, Ohio, May 28-29, 
te confer on future strategy in relation to ecumenical youth programmes. 


Items scheduled for discussicn included; strategy in regard to the future 
of ecumenical work camps; the Third Congress of Latin Americem Union of Evangel 
ical Youth which will meet in Buenos Aires, Argentine, December 9-20, 1951; and 
plans for the Third World Conference of Christian Youth to be held in Travancore, 
India, in December 1952; also a discussion of youth work in relation to werld 


missions. E.P.o Geneva 
UNITED STATES Call for New Hymns on Bible 


(Chicago)s— The Hymn Society of America has issued an invitation to poets, 
hymn-writers, clergymen and laymen "who have the gift of poetry to write new 
hymns which will “express the spiritual significance cf the Bible and its contri- 
buticn to the life of the individual and of society, 


The hymn or hymns selected will be used in 3,000 community gatherings 
across the country on September 30, 1952, to celebrate the completion of the 
Revised Standard Version of the Bible, The Revised Old Testament will be publish~ 
ed on that date, The Revised NewTestament has already been published, EPS Geneva 
UNITED STATES Peels ioe Evangelistic oe 


The National Council of Churches plan a 15-month programme with the theme 
"The Churches United in Christ to Evangelis® Americai', The campaign will begin 
on Worid Communion Sunday, October 7, and end on New Year's Eve, December 31, 
1952. Special concern of the campaign will be the nation's armed forces, migrant 
workers, high school and college campuses. E.P.S.Geneva 


ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


17, ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA 
TEL. 671 30 Telegr.: “ OIKUMENE GENEVA" 


under the auspices of 


the WORLD COUNCIL of CHURCHES 
the INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL 
the WORLD’S ALLIANCE of YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
the WORLD’S YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 
the WORLD’S. STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION 
the WORLD COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
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World Council of Churches' Conference in Germany and 
Switzerland 


4 series of conferences dealing with important contemporary issues in the 
life of the Church and World is being convened by the \World Council of Churches 
during July and August. 


At Bad Boll, Germany, the Huropean Laymen's Conference (see EPS No. 21) 
will be in session from Jwly 18-27. 


The next four conferences are to be held at Rolle, near Geneva. The Com- 
mittee of 25, consisting of Christian thinkers from various realms of life and 
including Dr Karl Barth, Dr Emil Brunner, Bishop Lesslie Newbigin from India and 
Dr Reinhold Niebuhr and iir Francis P. Miller from the U.S.A,, meets there from 
July 20-30. They will prepare a report concerning the witness of the Churches 
in and to the world and will deal concretely with the specific challenges to the 
Churches which come from the vast bodies of men which stand against or outside 
the Christian Churches, 


From July 30-August 1, the Executive Committee of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs will review the work of the C.C.I.A. during 
the past year and future plans, including the Churches'* responsibilities for aid-- 
ing refugees in Europe, the Near East and Korea, and for assuring human rights 
and religious liberties through the United Nations. 


From August 1-3, the Executive Committee of the World Council meets to 
prepare the ground for the work of the Central Committee. 


The largest participation since the Amsterdam Assembly, some 120 members 
and consultants, is expected for the Central Committee's meeting from August 
4-11, The principal themes on the agenda ares 1) The missionary and ecumenical 
calling of the Church; 2) The responsibility of the Churches and the World Coun- 
cil of Churches in time of tansion, Other subjects for discussion include pre- 
parations for the Committee's 1952 meeting which, it is to be proposed, should 
be held in India, and for the second world assembly. 
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At Clarens, near Lausanne, the Faith and Order Commission meets from 
August 13-18, to make the final preparations for the third world conference on 


Faith and Order at Lund, Sweden, in 1952. E.P.S.Geneva 
GERMANY Meeting of Orthodox Leaders 


(Baden-Baden):- Leaders of half-million Orthodox refugee Christians now 
living in Western Europe were assured continued spiritual and material aid from 
fellow-Christians in other countries during a special conference convened by the 
Department of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees at Baden-Baden, Germany, 
June 11-13. 


More than fifty Orthodox clergymen, heads of fourteen diaspora Orthodox 
groups in Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, and the United Kingdom to- 
gether considered their means, needs and methods of maintaining a spiritual mi- 
nistry to their scattered parishes of Western Europe. 


Archbishop Athenagoras, Me tropSlitan of Thyateira and representative of 
the Oecumenical Patria:chate in Western and Central Europe, was president of the 
conference. 


Dr Edgar H.S. Chandler of Geneva, director of field operations for the 
World Council of Churches' Service to Refugees, promised the Orthodox leaders: 


"As long as brother Christians in various countries of the world make it 
possible; as long as needs exist; and as long as there is a service to be rerd~ 
ered in a spirit of ecumenical Christian fellowship, the World Council of Churches 
stands ready to work out together with Orthodox brethren the means whereby we can 
bear maximum witness to Jesus Christ and His Kingdom", 


Dr Chandler declared that aid to Orthodox from the W.C.C. is not being 
given as charity, but rather is "increasingly a form of Inter-Church Aid, where- 
by, in the spirit of Christ, Churches which have more material resources at the 
moment" are sharing with other less-fortunate Churches, in order to maintain them. 


The W.C.C, refugee service chief also paid tribute to the "rich contribu- 
tion to the ecumenical movement" which the Orthodox Churches in dispersion have 
provided. He said the actions of Orthodox refugee Christians in erecting and 
maintaining beautiful centres of worship in drab~looking DP camps were not only 
"symbols of the spirit of the people", but also were "a positive Christian wit- 
ness and a blessing to all who observe it". 


Members of the conference agreed on six main problems which face Orthodox 
churchmen in providing spiritual ministry services: 


1, Establishing new Orthodox communities overseas 40 serve emigrants. 

2. Providing proper worship fascilitz2s for aged and other "hard-core" 
Orthodox refugees who will remain permanently in Western Europe institutions. 

3. Devising methods to provide adequate worship materials for diaspora 
congregations, s 

4. Training young priests to replace older leaders who emigrate. 
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_ 5. Establishing rights to maintain services of worshi.p in certain coun- 
tries according to Orthodox traditions. 
6, Providing literature for religious education purposes, espe cially for 
Orthodox refugee childrer , . 
: A special resolution expressing the "profound thanks" of Orthodox diaspora 
Christians, addressed to the Member Churches of the World Council of Churches, 
was also received by the Conference, 


The statement acknowledged "the brotherly aid" which had been extended by 
various Protestant Churches to Orthodox refugees "in a time of greatest need", 
and added that such assistance would be of "decisive significance" for the future 
relationships of Orthodox and Evangelical Churches and their members. 


In part, the resolution continued: 


"The spontaneous and wmselfish readiness of the member Churches of the 
World Council of Churches to help has given the Orthodox refugees in their ex- 
tremely difficult position a sense of security and new hope of the possibility 
of reestablishing themselves. 


"The representatives of the Orthodox Churches thank the German and Austrian) 
Evangelical Churches for their understanding, and also the governmental author- 
ities for the help that has been granted from the governmental side, especially 
in recent months. 


"The representatives of the Orthodox Churches realise that the fate of 
their people depends in large measure upon realising a spirit of wity within 
Orthodoxy itself, and express a hope that there may be an even closer spirit of 
fellowship and brotherly oooperation among all Orthodox Churches", 


The conference was also attended by representatives of Churches in Canada, 
Holland, Germany, the United Kingdom and the United States, as well as members of 
the staff of the W.C.C.'s Department of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. 

E.P.S.Geneva 


The Presbyterian World Alliance 


The Executive Committee of the Western Section of the Presbyterian World 
Alliance met in Philadelphia (U.S.A) on April 23, under the chairmanship of Pre~- 
Sident Dr Allan S. Meck, of Lancester Seminary, It was reported that the Asso- 
Clate Reformed Church and the Free Magyar Reformed Church in America were favour- 
_ able to joining with the Alliance, It was decided to initiate negotiations with 

other Churches of the Reformed family. E.P.S.Geneva 


UNITED STATES Dr Kenneth George Grubb 


Kenneth George Grubb, C.ii.G. (Companion of St Michael and St George), 
chairman of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, has been 
_ awarded the honorary degree of doctor of laws by the Muhlenberg Colle ge, Allen- 
a town, Pennsylvania, on June 4. 
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Preaching at the annual baccalaureate service, Dr Grubb told a large au- 
dience that he believed there are three main Christian tasks to be tackled to- 
day in the world: reconstruction of religion through evangelism; application 
of the Gospel to the life and structure of society through an active and revived 
Church; and restoration of greater unity of the life of Europe, partly in the 
Church and partly in the political order, 


As a young man Dr Grubb served for some years in lay missionary work in 
Latin America, He contributed several volumes to the World Dominion Press! 
series on missionary activities in different lands, Since 1944 he has been pre~ 
Sident of the Church Missionary Society. Towards the end of the second world 
war he became Controller of Overseas Publicity for thé British Ministry of In- 


formation. E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Churches" Influence on Governmental Decisions 


(Washington):- President Truman has signed on June 15, a bill authoris- 
ing a loan of $190,000,000 in famine aid for India (see EPS No.7), which will 
provide approximately 2,000,000 tons of food grains for that country » 


After the House of Representatives had earlier rejectéd by a close margin 
amendments to cut the amount of aid in half and during the three-month battle to 
‘bring the famine relief legislation to the floor of the House, Protestant and 
Roman Catholic groups have been strongly backing the bill, and have urged their 
members to write and wire their representatives, 


Mr C. Lloyd Bailey, of the Friends Committee on National Legislation, who 
coordinated the efforts of Protestant church groups supporting the legislation, 
said, "The wholehearted support of church people of all faiths throughout the 
nation, resulting in thousands of letters and telegrams to members of Congress, 
certainly was the major factor in securing passage of this bill", 


An amendment was adopted by the House to guarantee payment by the govern- 
ment of international freight and shipping costs to U.S. ports of all relief con- 
tribution which Churches, religious, and charitable organisations make for India 
relief, The government will also pay the overseas shipping costs, This is an 
important incentive to religious groups to increase their voluntary contributions 
to India's suffering people. 


In signing the bill, the President noted voluntary American efforts to 
aid India, and declared that they should be continued and expanded. "This kind 
of help to stricken humanity is a tradition of the American people", he said. 

£.P.S,.Geneva 


FRANCE Tranco-German Nee ting 
Continwing the discussions which the World Council of Churches Assembly at 
Amsterdam in 1948 decided to institute, and which were organised in Speyer (see 
EPS No. 13, 1950) at the instance of the late Pastor Marcel Sturm, Chaplain- 
Inspector of the French occupying forces in Germany, 50 representatives of the 
Protestant Churches of France and Germany met in Biévres from June 8 to 10, The 
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theme of the discussion was ‘Europe seen in the Christian perspective", and was 
introduced by Prof, Burgelin, of Strasbourg, and Prof. Gollwitzer, of Bonn. 


Europe is, it was stressed, neither a mere economic structure, nor an 
ideology set up in opposition to other idealogies, but a living reality of peoples 
whose destinies, willy-nilly, are inescapably linked together, who face compara- 
ble difficulties, and who are seeking to settle ancient dissensions and establish 
a more equitable social order, 


In the analysis of the situation and the selection of means to deal with 
it, the diversity of opinions characterising Kurope made itself felt. None the 
less, faced with the distress and anxiety prevalent today, Christians desired to 
help raze the barriers, bring all men to understand one another, and build up a 
united, peace-loving, free and open Europe. 


The thorniest and most urgent of the present Franco-German problems - 
German unity, the danger of German neo-nationalism, the Saar, the Schuman Plan, 
the "war criminals", etc. - were treated with a frankness which may be taken as 
a sign of the underlying oneness of the Churches, and a hope for the world. 


In their deliberations, those attending the meeting agreed in considering 
that, amid the spiritual collapse of our time » the Christian Churches should re- 
gard it as a duty to seek out and bring to the fore the foundations on which 
human dignity and responsibility could be strenghtened or re-established, 


E.P.S.Geneva 
Si/ITZERLAND The Federation of Protestant Churches and the Dogma 
SS esses thes oenenencnet 


of the Assumption 


&t its annual assembly, held in St Gall, on June 11 and 12, the Federa- 
tion of Swiss Protestant Churches approved, unanimously but for one vote, the 
following statement relating to the promulgation of the dogma of the Assumption 
of the Virgin Mary, submitted by the chairman, Pastor A. Koechlin: 


",..Present circumstances make it imperative for our nation and its Churches 
to possess a greater and greater degree of unity; they demand that we respect 
the beliefs of others and work for cooperation wherever it is seen to be desira- 
ble and possible, For this reason, we strive always to avoid clashes which do 
not concern essential principles. 


"It was therefore with all the more distress that we learned last year of 
the dogma of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary, proclaimed by the highest doctrin- 
al authority of the Roman Catholic Church, to which all those belonging to that 
Church must henceforward subscribe. 


"This decision coincided with a very definite refusal to carry on any long- 
er the discussion of matters of faith with non-Roman Catholic Churches and their 
Members. By so doing, the Church of home widened the gulf separating it from us. 


"The dogma of tre Assumption of the Virgin Mary cannot be provided with 
any basis out of the Bible, which remains for us the sole source of our faith. 
This arbitrary glorification of the mother of Jesus dims the glory pertaining to 


ae 
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Christ alone, in whom God bestowed on u 


S the one and only Saviour, and revealed 
His grace in a wholly adequate manner, 


"By attaching greater importance to the cult of the Virgin practised by 
our Roman Catholic brethren, the proclamation of the dogma of the Assumption 
orients their devotion in a direction which takes them further and further away 
from the beliefs and the religious life of Protestant Christians, And this fact 
is a serious blow to that Christian solidarity which should bind us together, 


"Our Protestant convictions constrain us to adhere all the more firmly to 
the faith given us by the Bible revelation in Jesus Christ alone, which our fore- 
fathers preserved for us and passed down to us at the cost of severe trials, 

Our most sacred duty is to remain faithful to our lord Jesus Christ, to Whom 
alone be glory, and to the Church of thich He is the head, this being to the 
greatest good of our people! E.P.S; Geneva 


United Bible Societies 


(Sarpsborg, Norway);-- The Standing Committee of the United Bible Societies 
met at Sarpsborg, from June 11 to 15, with the Rev.A.H. Wilkinson, vice--president 
of the United Bible Societies and Secretary~General of the British and Foreign 


Bible Society, in the chair, Three questions were dealt with at some length by 
the Committee. :; 


Firstly, there-was the organisation and programme of the next United Bible 
Societies Council meeting, to be held in Ootacamund, India, from February 17 to 
24, 1952, and at the same time the calling of a study conference to be attended 
by the members of the Council and by Bible Society representatives and agents 
working in South-East Asia. 


Secondly, a programme of study and research was presented by the Societies! 
research secretary in Geneva. The Committee expressed particular satisfaction 
at the successful cooperation here established between the World Council of 
Churches and the-United Bible Societies, and more than once «mphasised its con- 
viction that no evangelistic venture was possible, or even conceivable, unless 
it was based on the Scriptures and led to the Bible. 


Thirdly, stress was laid on the need for stepping--o the production and 
distribution of Bibles. A number of countries were today cffering unprecedented 
oppartunities for mission work and Bible distribution. On the other hand, no-one 
knew how long some of these regions would remain Open and accessible. A message 
to all the Bible Societies was adopted, calling cn them tc take vigorous and 


immediate action in this fie Ls £.1.$-Genava 
GREECE : Orthodox Fellowship with Non-Orthodox Christians 


Addressing a conference in Athens of 400 Orthodox laymen Dr Hamilcar Ali-~ 
visatos, general secretary of the Committee on Inter-Church Aid and Foreign Rela- 
tions of the Holy Synod of the Church of Greece, urged all Christians to cooperate 
against "the enemies of religion" , 
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“The world is passing through a crisis of religion", Dr Alivisatos said, 
"An Open war exists against the Christian faith. If this war against Jesus Christ 
is lost, the other secondary things ~- differences between the various denomina~ 
tions - are without any value. The Christian Church is in danger, All Christ- 
lans, therefore, regardless of their denomination, must see the need of coopera~ 
tion and offer the unique power of Christianity against the assaults of the great 
enemy", 


A similar appeal was made by Dr P. Bratsiotis, professor of theology at 
the University of Athens, who declared that cooperation between the Churches is 
a@ matter of "practical Christianity". 


"The stand of the Orthodox Church of Greece toward the non-Or thodox 
Churches", he said, "is characterised by the bond of love, LIet us try to 
strengthen this bond, without, of course, forgetting that other bond of ours, 
our religious traditions. jie must remember that our Church is the ‘Una Sancta! 
and this fact must never be forgotten in our relations with other Churches, 


"We hope that very soon the clouds shadowing our relations with non- 
Orthodox believers will disappear, and that the fulfillment of the prayer of our 
Lord, 'Let all be one’, will be realised, Till that day, let the cooperation of 
all Christian Churches, on the ground of practical Christianity, be continued. 
More critical days will arise if the Christian world does not come to an wmder- 
standing and form a coalition", E.P.S.Geneva 


UNITED STATES The Protestant Episcopal Church and the 


= NA Ae a erg 


National Council of Churches 


The four elected representatives of the Episcopal Church on the General 
Board of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. have 
published a report in which they take note of objections raised by church people 
in groups and as individuals to the general designation 'Protestant? used to 
describe member Churches of the N.C.C. Although the report recognised the dif~ 
ficulty of finding a substitute nomenclature, it pointed out the increasing use 
of such phrases as "the cooperating Churches" or "the constituent Chuxrches' , 


The report was submitted to the Presiding Bishop and to the National Coun- 
cil of the Episcopal Church and was approved by the National Council's Committee 
on Ecumenical Relations and by the National Council itself, 


"We realise", said the report, "that the 'Protestant-Catholic position of 
our own Church raises some peculiarly difficult questions regarding our partici- 
pation in thé new National Council, The four Orthodox Churches in the Council 
keep their position well defined, whereas we Episcopalians tend to be grouped 
under the general designation 'Protestant Churches! with the other Protestant 
Churches, 


"Our Church is wider continuous handicaps in maintaining its dual nature, 
because not only the Roman, but also the Protestant Churches regard us as 'Pro- 
testant'; because we are the only Protestant Church (in the USA) which has the 
name ‘Protestant'as a part of its official. title; and because we are a small 
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group numerically within the Council. This latter handicap is not operative on 
the level of the World Council of Churches, because in that body our Church is 


recognised as a part of the world-wide fellowship of Churches known as the An- 
glican Communion, — 


"We recognise that there is a problem... and we desire to maintain our 
dual Catholic~Protestant position, but we find it difficult to commend a word 
or phrase which describes the nature of the National Council of Churches, with- 
out at the same time doing violence to the faith of the Episcopal Church, How- 
ever, we note an increasing tendenéy... to use such phrases as ‘the cooperati ng 
Churches' or ‘the constituent Churches! in their official statements... 


"We believe that it is our task as delegates, to represent the whole of 
the Episcopal Church on the General Board; and in some sense we conceive our~ 
selves also to represent the Anglican Communion. We have great faith in this 
new venture and we are persuaded that the Holy Spirit Himself is guiding the 
member Churches by this means into a fuller and deeper appreciation of one an- 
other..." E.! .S Geneva 


NEW ZEALAND Dr Henry Smith Leiper's Visit 


After a three week's tour of New Zealand, the Reve Dr Henry Smith Leiper, 
one of the Associate General Secretaries of the World Council of Churches, left 
the Dominion on June 8 (see EPS No. 16). On his 2200-mile tour of the country, 
during which he was accompanied by the Secretary of the National Council of 
Churches in New Zealand (the Rev. Alan A. Brash), Dr Lleiper addressed 48 public 
meetings and delivered 6 broadcasts. 


Dr Leiper also conferred with local and national bodies within the Nation- 
al Council of Churches, as well as with other groups of ministers and laymen, on 
the possibility of New Zealand's increasing its financial support of the World 
Council of Churches. £.P.5 Geneva 


CANADA Anglican Synod Approves Women Delegates 


(Toronto):- By a vote of 125 to 105 the Toronto Synod of the Church of 
England in Canada voted to give women the right to be elected as syniod delegates, 
Women have the right to sit in synods of several other Canadian dioceses, 


"I have seen too many women in pantaloons on the synod floor anc I would 
like to see them replaced by honest good women", said R.V Metcalfe, layman, 


The fev. Terence Grostwaith said: "Your may be blind and halt if you are 
aman and you may be admitted here. If you have criminal record you may sit 
here. If you are feeble-minded you can sit here. If you are addicted to narcot- 
ics and alcohol it is still. possible for you to stagger down here. But if you 
are a woman you are deemed lower than the feeble-minded, tle addict or the crin- 
inal", 


; The Rev. H.E. Peasgood opposed women dele gates because, he said, business 
_ Matters have to be decided by the synod and women lack business acumen. 
, E.P.S.Geneva 
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ito Bible Societies celebrate the Arrival of St Paul 
| in Greece if 
On the occasion of the cel 
: arrival in Greece and on the sugge 


The volume contains a certain number 
of illustrations of sites visited by St Paul, 


: For the same occasion the American Bible Society has published the Acts of 
the Apostles in English in magazine formst. This edition contains a large number 
_ of illustrations, showing either the scene of various events mentioned in the book 
_ of Acts, or archeological documents connected with persons or events referred to 
or recounted by St Luke. 200,000 copies have been printed, EoP.S. Geneva. 
; 


ARGENTINE Latin American Evangelical Youth Congress 


The assignments made by a plaming committee are: 
_ of Evangelical Youth, "Ecumenism, a Demand of the Hourt! 3; Cuban Federation of 

_ Evangelical Youthn "Youth's Contribution to the Case of Christian Unity"; 
Bolivian Fellowship of Evangelical Youth, "The Christian Sense of Calling and its 
' Evangelising Outreach"; Colombian Evangelical Youth Federation, "The Evangelical 
Youth Movement in Evangelisation Strategy"; Urugugyan Federation of Evangelical 
Youth, "That All May Be One, so that the iorld will Believe', 


Puerto Rican Congress 


: The Latin American Union was or 


ganised at a Protestm+t youth congress in 
_ Lima, Peru, in 1941, 


Its second congress took place in Havana, Cuba, in 1946, 
E.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES 


Annual Qutgoing Missionary Conference 

a Nearly 150 young missionary candidates from nine major Protestant communions 
and the Y.M.C.A. finished a week's training at the Annual Outgoing Missionary Con- 

: ference held at Hartford Seminary Foundation, Hertford, Conn. 


a 

; The conference was sponsored by the Committee on Missionary Personnel of 

_ the Division of Foreign Missions of the National Council of the Churches of Christ. 
i : 
: 

4 


Most of tle trainees will be going out during the coming year to Japan, 

_ Africa, Latin America, the Near East and India, Others will be assigned to stations 
in Alaska, Assam, Burma, Ceylon, Hawaii, Korea, Okinawa, the Panama Canal Zone and 
the Philippine Islands, 


Having already met the qualifications of their own mission boards, the can- 
didates heard church specialists discuss the problems of Communism in Asia, Roman 
Catholicism in Latin America, techniques of evangelism through audio-visual aids, 
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the role of the non-medical missionary in health services and methods of taking 
care of themselves in foreign climates, 


Divided into specialised workshop sessions, the trainees also discussed 
with denominational and interdenominational mission leaders, missiona:‘ies on fur- 
lough and Christian leaders fran other sountries the problems of particular areas 
and countries and specialised techniques in medical missions, agriculture, urban 
missions, home and family life, evangelism, linguistics, literacy teaching and 
education. 


Many of the missionary candidates were ministers and evangelists. Others 
in addition, had special training to carry on the wide variety of services of the 
Christian world mission today - social worker, electrical engineer, architect, 
surgery, dentist.. etc, 


Denominations represented at the conference included: the Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A., the United Lutheran Church in America, the International Conven- 
tion of the Disciples of Christ, the Reformed Church in America, the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church, the Protestant Episcopal Church, the Methodist Church, the 
Baptist Church and the Church of England in Canada, EeP.S Geneva 


European Laymen's Conference, 1951 


"What will have to be different in our Church?? - This qestion is to be 
tackled at the first European Laymen's Conference of the World Council of Churches, 
meeting in Bad Boll, Germany, from July 18 to 27 this year, by nine study groups 
dealing with the problem of renewing the whole essence of their Church and parish 
life (see EPS No, 21). 


The sub-themes for the separate groups have been drawn up in such a way 
that the answer to this basic question is at the same time m answer to the pract— 
ical qestion how the Christian layman can contribute to the renewal of the Church. 


The theme of the first study group, headed by Pastor Jean Bosc, of France, 
is "The Place of Laymen in the Worsiip of the Church; Is Reform Needed?" The 
second, under Prof. Carl Schweitzer, of Germany, deals with "Questions Raised for 
the Layman by the Study of the Bible’. The third, under iille Madeleine Barot, of 
Paris, with "New Forms of Evangelism". The fourth, under Dr Rupp, of Holland, 
with the search for ab “Understanding of the Christian Layman‘s Vocation in the 
World", The fifth, under Dr von Bienen, of Holland, with the question "Do we 
Need 'Encyclicals' on Social Questions?" 


The sixth group, led by the writer, John W. Lawrence, of Londoa, is to 
study "Opportunities and Limits of Cooperation between Christi.ans and non-Christ- 
ians for Political and Social Work"; the seventh, led by Prof, M. Foster, of 
Oxford, "Moral Dilemmas of the Christian in a Secular Occupation"; the eighth, 
led by the Chairman of tle Established Church Synod of Saxony, Dr Mayer, "Rela- 
tionships between Men and iVomen in Professional and Public life"; and the ninth, 
led by Mr Christian Oftedal, who is an editor, from Norway, "Our Specific Respons- 
ibility as Christians in the Present Hvropean Situation". 
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The material prepared for this study group work by Mlle Suzanne de Die- 
trich (Ecumenical Institute, Bossey), Pastor H, Hoekendijk (World Council of 
Churches), Dr H.H. Walz (WCC), Prof, H. Kraemer (EcumenicalInstitute), Dr Eber- 
hard Miller (Germany), Mr Frank Nottham (WCC) and Mrs K.Bliss (Great Britain), is 
an expression of the responsibility for lay apostleship today which the Laymen's 
Conference of Bad Boll will seek to radiate to the general public of Europe. 

Thus the aim and purpose of the Conference are high-lighted in the preparatory 
memoranda as follows; 


"A thorough awareness of the fact that one's membership of the Universal 
Church is one's primary characteristic... would mean a radical change in our ona 
life and in the effectiveness of the Church in the world... Biblical ethics are 
not static but dynamic, 


"The laity represent the Gespel in the worldece if they are not what is 
Specially stressed today, ‘the fifth colum of the Church in the world!... The 
call of Christ is a call to the fellowship of those who are called by Him.,. The 
congregation has a ghetto-outlook, and is isolated from its surroundings... There 
is a search for a corporative witness carried by a living community... Material- 
ist, idealist, capitalist and socialist doctrines of salvation struggle for pre~ 
eminence -even, often enough, assuming a Christian cloak ~ in concrete decisions. 


"Some Churches from time to time invite laymen to take the pulpit... By 


Christianisation we mean the influencing of people's milieu", E.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES After an Electrocution 


The case of Willie McGee, the Negro who was sent to the electric chair on 
May 8 in Laurel, Mississippi, has been tle cause of vigorous polemics in every 
country in the world, The question was not so much whether MdGee was guilty or 
not guilty of violating a white woman as whether he stpuld pay with his life for a 
crime for which no white man in the State of Mississippi has ever been condemned 
to death, 


What part did the Churches play in the struggle to save McGee, and, above 
all, to protest against an unjust principle? 


The "Christian Century" in its issue of May 23, 1951, devotes an article 
to this problem, It observes that even if McGee "is entirely outside the know- 
ledge or interest of millions of white, middle-class, respectable American Pro~ 
testants, he isnot an unknown to millions of others" and his fate has become a 
“matter of world importance", Why? Because his case "has been seized on as an 
instrument for world Communist propaganda... The tragic fact is that we furnish 
the Communist propagandists with so much effective ammunition", 


There is a worldwide belief that justice in the USA is dispensed on a 
race basis, "If American Churches ever hope to be used of God for great mission- 
ary ingatherings in lands inhabited by peoples of colour, they must end th steady 
flow of such reports of racial discrimination through channels of communication 
which now penetrate almost every community in the worldse. 


ee 
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"All this hag a bearing on the missionary devotion of the American Churches, 
The missionary cause is having hard going these days... Yet there is a pervasive 
realisation that our Churches will not regain their full spiritual vigor until 
they find a way by which to discharge their missionary responsibilities.., Resto~ 
ration and enlargement of missionary outreach thus becomes a pressing necessity 
for our Churches. But this outreach will retract rather than expand so long as 
men in a Bombay bazaar, in a Tokyo classroom, in an Accra compound think instinct- 
ively, when they hear a white American missionary preach the equal brotherhood 
of all the sons of God ~ ‘Willie Mejee!' - or some equivalent symbol, Missionary 
recovery must begin at homecs. 


_ "The real issue in and behind a McGee case... is not one cf legal pro= 
cedure, The real issue is the mind-set of ovr American people - the deeply in- 
grained prejudices which they not only hold, but so often seem to cherish... 
Reaching and changing this mind is a responsibility our Churches cannot evade. 
We believe that it is, at this moment, their greatest missionary responsibility. 
We can begin by doing away with segregation in the Churches! , 


Some action along this line has already been taken in the setting up of 
the "Joint Committee to Secure a Fair Trial of the Trenton Six'' (another case 
similar to that of McGee) headed by Prof, Edward S. Corwin, of Princeton, and 
Bishop Francis J. McConnell, in which the Churches play a leading part. 

EoP.S. Geneva 


GERMANY 3,978 Evangelical Students of Theology in 
Western Germany 


According tc a report from the Federal Office,of Statistics in Wiesbaden, 
the number of those studying Evangelical theology at the Universities and church 
colleges of the Federal Republic and of West Berlin in the winter semester of 
1950-51 was 3,978, including 507 women students. 


At the same period in the same area there were 4,126 studying Roman 


Catholic theology, including 157 women, EeP.S. Geneva 
FRIENDLY ISLANDS Queen Salote Distributes Bible Pictures 


(Tonga) ;- H.M. Queen Salote Tupou, of Tonga, has undertaken personally 
to distribute 1000 sets of "Pictures for Children Everywhere! to Sunday School 
leaders in her realm, The sets, which are now in cross-ocean transit, will be 
distributed at a special and impressive ceremony. 


Each packet of coloured Bible scenes contains 18 pictures and 117 small 
coloured reproductionsof them for distribution to pupils. The sets were purchased 
with contributions made through church schools in the U.S.A. in a project sponsor- 
ed jointly by the Committee on the Religious Education of Children of the Division 
of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches, and the World Council 
of Christian Education, 


Queen Salote's domain is one of tke Friendly Islands, under British protec- 
tion, and is but a few sea miles from the Fiji Islands. She is a devoted church 
member, teaches a Sunday School class every Sunday, and is a vite-president of the 
World Council of Christian Educaticn. | BoPeS. Geneva 
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No. 27 Eighteenth Year July 6, 1951 
GREECE The Saint Paul Commemoration 


The Festival of the 1900th anniversary of Saint Paul's arrival in Europe 
was celebrated in Greece from June 15-30. The two most characteristic aspects 
of this commemoration were the eager and general participation of the Greek 

people and the ecumenical setting resulting from the presence of representatives 
of Churches from all parts of the world. 


In the places connected with the journeys of St Paul which the 280 pil- 
grims visited, practically the entire population turned out to welcome them and 
to share in the church services, The common life on the boat, on which the pil~ 
grims lived together for nine days, provided remarkable opportunities for ecumen- 
ical contacts by means of services, lectures and informal discussions, Thus the 
visitors from abroad were given a deeper insight into the life of the Church of 
Greece and the remarkable movements of spiritual renewal in that Church. 


The visits to Philippi, Berea, Salonica, Nicopolis, Rhodes, Crete and 
Corinth were full of historical interest, and provided opportunities for realis- 
ing the contrast between the glories of pre-Christian Greece and the simplicity 
of Paul's message of the Cross. 


——_— ~~ ™ 


; The climax of the Festival came during the last days in Athens, where a 
number of other church leaders, including the Patriarch of Antioch, joined the 
pilgrims. On Thursday June 28, a solemn service was held on the Areopagus. The 
King and Queen and tens of thousands of the Athenians, assembled in the space 
between the Acropolis and the Areopagus, followed the service, The sermon was 
delivered by Archbishop Spiridon of Athens, who stated that it was the love of 
Christ preached by St Paul which had united the Churches in this common act of 
grateful remembrance, and which enabled them, in spite of their differences in 
dogma, to work together for the unity of the whole world, 


ag ee 


On June 29, St Paul's Day, a solemn service was celebrated in Athens 
Cathedral, followed by a Te Deum in observation of the name day of the King, 
On the same day Professor Hamilcar Alivisatos, the organiser of the Festival, 
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delivered a lecture in the University in which he described the significance of 
St Paul's message for Greece, for Europe and the whole of Christendom, In the 
evening an oratorio "Saint Paul", was performed in the theatre of Herod Atticus. 


The Festival was used as an opportunity to confront the peoole of Greece 
once again with the message of Saint Paul. At the same time it served to bring. 
the Orthodox Churches which took part into closer contact with each other, It 
waseespecially significant that not only were the historic Patriarchates of Con- 
stantinople, Antioch, Alexandria and Jerusalem represented, but the Church of 
Yugoslavia sent a strong delegation, Again, the Festival brought many church 
leaders of the West into personal contact with the Church of Greece, The Moscow 
Patriarchate and the Vatican did not accept the invitation, although some Roman 
Catholics participated in a private capacity. A very representative youth group 
from 18 nations, including Japan and iceland, took part iin the whole pilgrimage, 
and had in addition to the official programme its own lectures and Bible studies. 

E.P.S. Geneva 


GREECE The Church of Greece and the Vatican 


The Vatican had not accepted the invitation from the Church of Greece to 
participate in the Saint Paul's Festival. The reason given was that the Greek 
government had not allumwed the Holy See to have a personal representative in 
Greece. The Secretary General of the Committee for the Festival, Professor Ha- 
milcar Alivisatos, in his answer sayss 


",.. Unfortunately, as is evident from your letter, the Catholic Church's 
decision not to take part in the celebrations is due to a certain reserve regard- 
ing the relations cf the Vatican State and the Greek State. Now it is not in 
fact the State which took the initiative in organising the festivities, but the 
Church of Greece, which caused the celebrations ta be, and desires them to re- 
main, purely ecclesiastical in character; it is in no way concerned with nego- 
tiations between State and State, and has most certainly not made the Festival 
even remotely a governmental one by any kind of demonstration..." 

, E.P.S. Geneva 


AINDONES TA Broadening of Missionary Support to 
Indonesian Churches 


The International Missionary Council, in conjunction with the Southeast A 
Asia Committee of the Division of Foreign Missions of the National Council of 
Churches, is urging North American mission boards to join in a cooperative Christ~ 
ian programme in Indonesia under the oversight of the Indonesian Council of 
Churches, and supported by the missionary societies of Holland, 


A report has recently been issued by Dr Rowland Cross, Secretary of the 
Southeast Asia Committee, based on a survey undertaken by the International 
Missionary Council and carricd out by a committee of two American and one Austral- 
ian mission board representatives last year, This report states that the need 
for support of the Indonesian Church is most urgent today, due in part to polit- 
ical turmoil compelling the withdrawal of many Dutch missionaries and also in 
part due to limited resources of the Dutch societies, The report asks American 
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Christians to demonstrate the willingness to set aside denominational differences 
in a wited effort to aid a national Church in meeting the present crisis. 


There is a strong, dynamic, indigenous Church in Indonesia, the report 
continues, with a Protestant Christian community of nearly two million, baptised. 
members. The report adds that American aid is most welcome by the Indonesian 
Church, because of a great feeling of friendship towards the United States. 

"The Indonesian Church has a strong desire for a wider church participation in 
her programme as she seeks to be an active member of the ecumenical fellowship". 


It is generally recognised that the most urgent needs of the Indonesian 
Church include financial assistance for national cooperative work and for medical 
- personnel, A spokesman for the Church also point out, however, that the new 
situation in Indonesia demands a new policy of missions consisting in giving high 
priorities to such central institutions as theological schools and a theological 
college, a literature production and distribution centre and a National Christ- 
ian Council. 


It has been proposed in the report that many of the American missionaries 
selected for work in Indonesia should come from the large group previously serv- 
ing in China, Some of them would work with Chinese Christian communities, the 
rest might participate in leadership training, evangelism, audio-visual aids 
work, and other special fields in which the Indonesia Church wants assistance. 
An American missionary is already on the field, under a cooperative arrangement. 

: ! E.P.S. Geneva 


INDONESIA _ Towards a United Church 


The Protestant Church of Indonesia held its annual Synod in Djakarta from 
May 20-30 of this year, The constitution on which a committee had been at work 
since 1948 was adopted, thus reuniting the four separated sections of the origin- 
al Church. An appeal was issued for unity anong the various Protestant bodies 
in the island. 


The Protestant Church of Indonesia used to be the State Church, and in- 
cludes one-quarter of the Protestant population. Its branches in some of the 
islands in the eastern part of the archipelago broke away in recent years; 
first of all the Church of Minahasa, in 1934,*and finally the Evangelical Churc 
of Timor, in 1947. In 1948 most of the parishes formerly belonging to the Pro~ 
testant Churches formed themselves into the Protestant Church of Western Indo- 
nesia, but in the same year -the four sections met at a General Assembly in Bogor 
and agreed to reunite, The constitution subsequently drawn up and adopted in 
May this year, has been held up to Indonesian Protestants generally as a possible 
model for church union on a national scale, Not, however, wishing to lay itself 
-open to a charge of ecclesiastical imperialism, the Synod particularly emphasis- 
ed the desirability of attaining union through the National Council of Chruches. 
It gave an assurance that the Protestant Church would merge its own separate 
identity in that of a United Church, 


The Synod elected as its chairman the Rev. R.M. Luntungen, of the Church 
of Minahasa, as an executive secretary the Rev. C.C. Kainama, who belongs to the 


*then the Protestant Church of the Moluccas the year after, 
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Church of Ambon (included in the Church of the Moluccas), but is working as a 
minister in Dijakarta, . E.P.9.Geneva 


New Publications Issueca_by_ the Faith and Order 
Commission 


‘Ways of Worship" and "Intercommunion are the titles of two pamphlet 
publications of the Faith and Order Commission, published in Great Britain, in 
preparation for the Third World Conference on Faith and Order, to be held at Lund, 
Sweden, in 1952 (see also EPS No. 24), Each is the report of a representative 
commission of theologians, which has been at work on the subject since 1947. 


The reports deal with differences jin worship existing among the various 
Churches. “Ways of Worship" analyses the breac traditions in worship, pointing 
out the influence of both doctrinal and cultural differences within them, "“In~ 
tercommunion” centres upon the specific problem of the uiity and disunity of the 
Chucches at the Lord's Table, and upon the underlying problems of the degree of 
Church unity required for unity in the Holy Communion, and of apostolic succes- 
gion and valid orders for the ministry. In addition, there is a discussion of 
the celebration of Holy Commmi.on at ecumenical services of worship. 

The reports may be obtained from the S.C.M. Press in London, the offices 
of the World Council of Churches in London (39 Doughty Street), New York (156 


Fifth Avenue) and Geneva (17 route de Ma? agnov) . E.P.S.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Mission to Russia 


A mission of seven Friends hopes to leave for the U.S.SeRe on July 14. 
The following statement is issued in the name of the East-West Relations Commit- 
tee off the Meeting for Sufferings: 


"In the spirit of its religious testimony for peace, which it has maintain- 
ed for three hundred years, the Society of Friends in Great Britain has for some 
time felt a concern, if the way opened, to send a mission to the U.S.S.R. As a 
result of approaches to the authorities 4% has now received and accepted an in- 
vitation from the Societ Peace Committee to send a delegation of seven Friends 
to the Soviet Union in the latter half cf July. The major purposes of the mis- 
sion will be to help in fostering good will between the peoples of the U.S.S.R. 
and Great Britain and in strengthening the prospects of world peace through 


East-West! understanding" . E.P.S- Geneva 
SWITZERLAND Old Catholic Synod 


In the course of the annual synod held in Winterthur by the Christian 
Catholic Church of Switzorlane, on June 24 and 25, Dr Kury, the Bishop of the 
diocese, told the meeting of the Church's excellent relations with the World 
C,ouneil of Churches, both on the doctrinal level and as regards inter-Church aid 
and servise to refugees. 


fr. W, Heim gave an account of the development followed by the Old 
Catholic Church of Switzerland during the first haif of the twentieth century. 
The synod finally adopted the following resolutions 
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"The National Synod... notes with gratitude and approval the statement 
issued by the Conference of Old Catholic Bishops in opposition to the new Papal 
dogma of the bodily assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into heaven (see EPS 
No. 2), rejects in the name of Scripture and Tradition and of Christian freedom 
of conscience the condemnation by Rome of those Christians who decline to accept 
that dogma, and draws express attention to the fact that the Old Catholic pro- 
test against the Vatican's dogmas of supreme jurisdiction and doctrinal infalli- 
bility on the part of the Pope, proclaimed on July 18, 1870, is fully justified" . 

E.P.S. Geneva 


GREECE Memorial to Archbishop Temple 


The Bishop of Derby (Dr A.E.J. Rawlinson), who is visiting Greece in 
connection with the celebrations of the 1900th anniversary festival of Saint 
Paul's landing in Greece, gave an address at the unveiling on June 28, by the 
Greek Archbishop in the English Church at Athens, of a tablet to the memory of 
the late Archbishop William Tempie, (Archbishop Temple was at that time Presi- 
dent of the World Council of Churches, in process of formation) 


In his address the Bishop said that "if we are commemorating Dr Temple 
here on Greek soil, it is... because he was a world figure, counting in Christ- 
endom as a whole, deeply interested in the ecumenical movement, and concerned 
passionately in all legitimate ways to promote closer relations between the 
Churches . 


"As a theologian he had a profound insight into the different traditions 
of Christendom; and his whole training, as well as the cast of his mind, made 
it congenial for him to enter with special understanding and sympathy into the 
theology and outlook of the Holy Orthodox Church, Jt is of interest to note 
that his favorite Gospel was that of St John. The presence with us today of 
His Beatitude the Archbishop of Athens to unveil the Memorial is a deeply appre- 
ciated symbol of the understanding and friendship between the Church of England 
and the Orthodox Churches, which it was one of the purposes of Temple's work as 
an ecclesiastical stateman to promote, He being dead yet speaketh; and in the 
world that is beyond death it is legitimate for us as Christians to believe that 


his work for unity will not have ceased", E.P.S. G eneva 
GERMANY Bishop Dibelius Asks for an Amnesty for 


Six Persons under Arrest in the Eastern 
Lah aeee is Zone 
(Berlin):- At the request of the governing bodies of the Evangelical 

Church in the Hastern Zone, Bishop Dibclius has asked the German Democratic 
Republic "to put through an amnesty for those persons now under arrest who are 
suffering from chronic diseases or affected by serious organic defects and dis- 
orders", The Church was, he said, prepared to “allow free of charge into Church 
institutions sick pe:i..2 whom it was apparently impossible to admit to public 
hospitals and whose relatives could not assume financial responsibility for 
them" , 


According to press reports the request has been refused. 
iieP.5. Geneva 
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LeMeO pds Centenaries 


During the past month 6,500 delegates from all parts of the United States 
and Canada - and from some thirty countries where the North American YWoA World 
Services Programme has helped to establish indigenous YMCA Movements - met at 
Cleveland, Ohio, for their Centennial Convention. 


There is no question that the tension of our time gives a new sense of 
spiritual urgency to the message and mission of the YMCA, and has helped to make 
this Centennial Convention one of the most inspiring in YMCA experience. 


The North American Centennial Convention was immediately followed by the 
Executive Meeting of the World's Committee at Oberlin, with delegates assembled 
from many parts of the world, In additicn to reviewing the wide variety of 
activities of Association Movements and of the Emergency Services of the World's 
Committee, careful consideration was given to a world wide plan of campaign in 
preparation for the 1955 Centenary of the founding of the World’s Alliance of 
the YWCA. 


News is also reaching Geneva Headquarters of the Alliance, concerning 
the Centennial celebrations of the founding of the YWCA Movements in Australia, 


Italy and the Netherlands, E.-P.S.Geneva 
ITALY Broadcasts and Religious Liberty 


For some years, the Protestant broadcasts over the Italian radio have 
been coming up against many difficulties owing, among other things, to changes 
made without warning in the hours allotted for the broadcasting of Protestant 
services. 


On April 18, 1951, Signor Mario Riccio presented a petition to the Senate 
to put a stop to "the insidious propaganda of the Protestant religion on the air, 
which is offensive to the Catholic soul of the Italian people". The Under- 
Secretary to the Government, Signor Andreotti, replied that in response to Signor 
Riccio's request he had drawn the attention of the Minister of Posts and Tele~ 
communications to the need for exercising vigilant control over radio broadcast~- 
ing, 


Thereupon,the. Fedewal Council of the Evangelical Churches of Italy sent 
in a petition to the Broadcasting Contre] Commission, pointing cut the need for 
Protestants who are ill or live far away from any Evangelical place of worshi 
to be able to listen to a religious service on the wireless, and recalling that 
the Italien Constitution guarantees religious liberty. 


The Council asks that the broadcasting of Protestant services be arrang~ 
ed both on Sundays and on religious feast-days, and that the times of broadcast 
ing be given in the official programmes, It further asks that "the free exercise 
of public worship be henceforward respected, as well as the right under Article 
19 of the Constitution to propagate over the air the religious faith professed 
by the Evangelical Protestants of Italy. It expresses the hope that the Commis~ 
sion will accede to its request, and protect these broadcasts from all political 
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or religious pressure running counter to the constitutional rights, principles 
and liberties underlying any proper feeling on the part of the Italian people, 
E.P,5 Geneva 


The World Presbyterian Alliance 


The next meeting of the Executive Committee of the World Presbyterian 
Alliance will take place at the Missionhaus, Basle, Switzerland, from August 13-15. 


The forthcoming Youth Conference organised under the auspices of the 
Alliance will take place at Newbattle Abbey College, nr. Dalkeith, Midlothian, 
Scotland, from August 4~18, under the chairmanship of Pastor Arnold Mobbs, of 
Switzerland, B.P.5,Geneva 


L.W.F. Executive Committee to Meet in Geneva 


This year's session of the Executive Committee of the Lutheran World 
Federation will be held at Geneva, from July 24-31. For this purpose the main 
hall of the World Council of Churches will be at the disposal of the L.W.F. The 
most important question before the Committee will be the preparation of the 


World Federation Assembly to be held at Hanover in 1952. E-P.Se Geneva 
GERMANY The Heinrich Griber_Itsuse 


The Evangelical Deanery of the Church of St, Mary in Berlin has been 
named the Heinrich Gritiber House. This was done at the suggestion of Bishop 
Dibelius, on the occasion of Dean Grilber's 60th birthday, on June 24, 2951, when 
representatives of the charitable and social organisations and of the Church, 
municipal and State authorities met at the Deanery, in the Eastern Sectoy of 
Berlin. Dean Griiber became widely known for his courage and self-sacrifice in 
ministering to Jews and Jewish Christians during the period of persecution under 
the Nazi régime. . 


Dr Vockel, plenipotentiary of the Federal Government, members of the City 
Senate of Berlin, the President of the Pan-German Synod of the Evangelical Church, 
Dr Heinemann, and many other public figures sent Dean Griiber their good wishes. 
letters were also received from the President of the German Democratic Republic, 
Dr Wilhelm Pieck, and from the President of the People's Chamber. The Deputy 
President of the German Democratic Republic, Herr Nuschke, was present in person, 
as were other representatives of the Magistracy. The dvangelical Relief Centre 
for Former Race Persecutees presented the letters which had come in for the Dean 
from all over the world, including messages from the Bishop of Chichester ana 
from leaders of the World Council of Churches and a number of Churches in other 
countries, In all of them tribute was paid to Dean Griiber's work and gratitude 
expressed for the help he had given to many people in all parts of the world. 


Dean Griiber said his one’ wish was still to be able to help human beings 
to live in a manner consonant with their human dignity, and to get rid of all 
kinds of barbed wiresin our "concentration-camp century", including that barbed 
wire which made things so much more difficult in intellectual and spiritual 
affairs. E.P.S.Geneva 
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UNITED STATES American Relief for Korea 


American Relief for Korea (ARK) has been accepted into membership in the 
United Defence Fund to be raised as part of nation-wide community chest drives 
in October and November, according to Dr Wynn C. Fairfield, Executive Director 
of the Department of Church World Service of the National Council of Churches, 


ARK is a national. organisation recently set up with the cooperation of 
the State Department by ten member organisations, including Church World Sexvice, 
of the Amsyican Council of Voluntary Agencies for Foreign Service, iInc;, to 
coordinate and expand relief efforts for Korea, 


According to Church World Service, about 3,000,000 Korean men, women and 
children are registered with the United Nations as refugees and an estimated 
7,000,000 more are homeless and destitute, It is conservatively estimated that 
2,000,000 civilians have been killed, or have died from illnesses due to exposure, 
since the Republic of Korea was invaded, It is predicted that thousands more 
will die unless more is done to alleviate their suffering and in particular to 
provide warm clothing against next winter's cold, 


In addition to the collection and shipment of clothing and supplies to 
Korea, ARK is in urgent need of funds to prepare these materials for shipment, 
and, also, for the purchase of items such as hard goods, needles, thread and 
soap. The expense of ocean transportation for such shipments is borne by the 
Unified Command, which supervises the distribution in Korea without distinction 


as to religious beliefs. E.P,.9 Geneva 
GERMANY : Church in Refugee Camp 


ne mes es 


(Cham):- On Sunday, June 24, in the camp for homeless foreigners, 
Windischbergerdorf, the new church built by the Landbauamt Amberg (Bavaria) was 
inaugurated in the presence of numerous visitors of Church, State and communal 
authorities. The building of this church was made possible with the support of 
the lutheran World Federation and is a new sanctuary used in the spirit of the 
ecumenical community, Its inauguration took place according to Lutheran and 
Orthodox rites, A Hungarian clergyman spoke for the members of the Reformed 


- Church. E.P.S, Gereva 
UNITED STATES Revised Standard Version of the Old Testament 


(New York);- Manuscripts of the first four books of a Revised Standard 
Version of the Old Testament authorised by the National Council of Churches were 
delivered to the pup ahors by Dr Luther A. Weigle, chairman of the Standard 
Bible Rimenis 


Delivery of the remaining manuscripts is scheduled to ensure publication 
of the revised Old Testament in September, 1952. Preparationsof Revised Old and 
New Testaments intended to "capture the truth and beauty of the Bible in 20th 
century English", was begun in 1937 by 31 American Biblical scholars and religious 
educators, The os Testament was completed in 1945 and the volume was publisied 
the following year, E.P.S Geneva. 
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CHINA | The Church in a Critical Situation 


The following data have been supplied by a person with exceptional opport- 
unities for securing the most recent and reliable information concerning the 
Christian enterprise in China, 


Since the Church in China has always had very close ties with Churches 
and missionary societies in the western world, the entry of Chinese troops in 
October 1950 into the conflict in Korea and against the forces of the United 
Nations created new difficulties for Chinese Christianity. There was an imme - 
@itate intensification of anti-American propaganda, in which Chinese Christians 
were urged to take a leading part. I1t was then evident to most missionaries who 
remained’ in China that they could no longer be helpful to their Chinese Christ- 
ian friends and colleagues. 


In December 1950 the American government froze Chinese accounts in the 
United States and retaliatory action was naturally taken by China, In January 
1951 the Chinese <overnment required a new registration of all Christian organ- 
isations, and a special type of registration was required of any organisation 
receiving any part of its revenue from abroad. The freezing of accounts, com- 
bined with the new regulations, resulted in most Christian organisations ‘notify- 
ing the missionary societies that they would no longer be able to receive any 
grants whatever from abroad. 


In February 1951 the Chinese government began arresting great numbers of 
people who were under suspicion as anti-revolutionaries, or even those regarded 
as luke-warm in their attitude to the new government. According to the reports 
published in the Chinese daily papers in various cities in China and in Hong 
Kong, the numbers arrested since February are well over a million, and those 
who have been shot are not less than several hundred thousand, and perhaps many 
more, Some of those arrested and shot have been Christians, though in such 
‘cases the reason has not been because they were Christians, but some political 
cause. However, many Christians with western education or other contacts have 
naturally been under special observation, and Christian arganisations have re- 
ceived more attention than formerly from the government. 
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During the months of March and April three conferences of Christian organ- 
isations were held in Peking, and in these the government took much, if not all, 
of the initiative. One conference dealt with Christian higher education, one 
with Christian literature and the last and largest included representatives of 
Christian organisations receiving American financial aid. Following the last 
conference, wich met from April 16-21, a statement was issued, signed by all 
present. It was given prominence in all important daily papers, and was also 
published in full in all church papers in China. The preamble associated organ- 
ised Christianity in China with Chinese government efforts for peace and con- 
demned imperialism and the use of atomic weapons. The statement concluded with 
a message addressed to all Christians in China, urging them (1) finally to sever 
all relations with missions abroad, and become completely self-reliant, (2) to 
take part enthusiastically in the “oppose America, support Koreal, movement, 
particularly by using Christian publications to spread the propaganda, (3), to 
assist the government to discover and punish anti-revolutionary and corrupt 
elements within the Protestant Church, and (4) to exert every effort to increase 
the political consciousness of Christians and secure their signatures to re- 
volutionary documents. 


In view of the rapid developments in China which have been sketched 
above, it is particularly necessary for Christians in the West to pray for and 
maintain confidence in their Chinese fellow-Christians. It is important to 
note that in the preamble to the Peking conference resolutions it is stated that 
"most Christians in the world are good", and that "Chinese Christians wish to 
united with Christians in all the world who love peace", While communications 
may not be possible, and the normal work of missionary organisations must cease 
for the time being, Chinese Christians desire to be united by spiritual bonds 
with Christians abroad. 


Something written some months ago by a China missionary is still applic- 
able, when he said, "We will read statements signed by Chinese Christians which 
may be amazing to us, and our Chinese Christian friends will read things which 
they cannot understand. That is because they, and we, live in areas of pro- 


paganda". ; B.P.S. Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA Ministers ' Conference on Apartheid 


(Bloemfontein):- The Interdenominational African Ministers Federation 
of South Africa, a body composed of representatives of many Christian Churches 
in the sub-continent, in annual conference assembled in Bloemfontein, set forth 
its views on public questions of the day as follows (The South African Outlook, 
June 1951): 


"The Conference finds no Scriptural authority, approval, sanction or pre- 
cedent, for the policy of apartheid or any national policy that seeks to treat 
the inhabitants of a country on differential lines based on race, colour or 
glass. 


"The Conference is convinced that the spirit behind the policy of apart- 
heid is an antithesis of the spirit and teaching of Christianity as propounded 
in the New Testament. The Conference believes that this policy, as implemented 
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in recent legislative measures such as the Mixed Marriages Act, the Population 
Registration Act, the Immorality Act, the Group Areas Act passed in the 1950 
session of the Union Parliament and the latest instalment in the form of the 
Separate Representation of Voters Bill, is a direct negation of the principles 
envisaged in the Delcaration of Human Rights issued by the Assembly of the 
United Nations organisation, which expresses the belief that all human beings 
are born free and equal in dignity and rights. 


"Further, the Conference views with the greatest amount of alarm and per- 
turbation, the flouting by the Union Government, of the solemn guarantees em- 
bodied in the entrenched clauses of the South Africa Act of 1909, by its deci- 
sion to pass the Separate Representation of Voters Bill without the necessity 
of a two thirds majority at the third Reading of a joint session of both Houses 
of Parliament, as a cynical disregard of the views and sentiments not only of 
the Coloured but also of all non-European people of the Union", E.P.S.Geneva 


INDONESIA bs | Making Ecumenism Known 


(Djakarta):~- A number of ecumenical gatherings are to be held in the 
big centres of Indonesia, under the auspices of the recently~founded National 
Council of Churches (Dewan Geredja Geredja). There are about thirty member 
Churches, which owing to the scattered nature of the islands tend to be rather 
cut off from one another and regional in their outlook. One of the Council's 
particular responsibilities is that of knitting up communications between them, 
and to this end an exchange of clergy is to be arranged so that individual 
Churehes may realise what pattern Protestantism is following in other parts of 
the country. 5 


In addition, the Council is undertaking a general survey of the Christ- 
ian position in Indonesia, which has not been possible heretofore owing to the 
claims of post-war reconstruction. Dr Rumambi, the General Secretary, is to 
draw up a report on the size and strength of the Churches, and their overall 
requirements, He is the special pioneer of ecumenism in Indonesia, since it 
was he who organised the conference in Makassar in 1947 which first launched 
the movement in the islands. Dr Miller-Kriger, the head of the Higher Theo- 
logical School in Djakarta, will examine the situation regarding theological 
education, The scope of this task will be broadened by the presence of Dr R. 
Manikam, of India, International Missionary Council and World Council of 
Churches Secretary for South-East Asia, who is to visit Indonesia again in 1952. 

; ; : BePede Geneva 


NEW ZEALAND he _ New Anglican Maori Bishop Named 


(Wellington) :- The Rev, Wiremu Netana Panapa, vicar of the Maori dis- 
trict of Taupo in the Anglican diocese of Waiapu, has accepted the function of 
bishop of the Maori people throughout New Zealand. Bishop Panapa will be the 
second native Church of England clergyman to bear the official title of Bishop 
of Aotearoa - the Maori name for New Zealand. He succeeds the Rt Rey. Frederick 
A, Bennett, who was named to the see when it was established in 1928, and who 
died last September (see EPS No. 1). E.P.S.Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN Primate's Address at Anglo-American Memorial 
Sy Cer Service: 


(London);- Addressing the Anglo-American memorial service held at St 
Paul's Cathedral to commemorate the 28,000 Americans who died in Britain during 
the second world war, the Archbishop of Canterbury (the Most Rev. Geoffrey 
Fisher) said: 


"We must be moved to humility as we think of those whose sacrifice is here 
commemorated. Again humility is required of us, as we think of the causes which 
took them abruptly, violently away... If Christ had been recognised and obeyed 
by all nations as the Saviour of them, indeed there had been no war, But Christ 
was there, in the trenches... on both sides, cricified again, sharing the lacer- 
ation of souls and minds and bodies, and offering life out of death... 


"And in this present day we need humility again before God if we are to 
serve one another and the world and man's good order and true peace... We have 
to create cities and industries and economic relations and social orders - and 
every creation of man's hands and minds is vitiated by our short-sightednedd. 
Here in this tortured world we must still believe - not in ourselves, not in our 
own purposes and powers, but only in ourselves as humbly and deliberately offered 
to God to be shaped after His will, in obedience to His Laws for the achievement 
by His Spirit of a peace and truth beyond man's power to contrive. That is our 
task and the humble must see it shining through all the dust and confusion and 
arid wastes of contemporary history... In such a spirit we here express the 
friendship of two nations, remembering the price paid for its defence, and we 
make solemn record before God and man of the deep trust and humble duty and 
godly fear by which that friendship is consecrated and must ever be sustained". 


The memorial service was attended by members of the Royal Family, Mr 
Attlee, the Prime Minister, Mr Winston Churchill, and by representatives of 
American and British forces in wmiform. The roll of honour of the fallen in 
the war presented by General Eisenhower for the memorial chapel at St Paul ts 
Cathedral and the silver cross and candlesticks which the King is presenting 
to Washington Cathedral ‘for its High Altar were dedicated by the Archbishop. 
The lesson from the Scriptures was read by Dr H.K. Sherrill, presiding bishop 


of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States. E.P.S. Geneva 
ISRAEL Orthodox Church Properties 


(Tel Aviv):- According to "Religious News Service" (June 25, 1951), an 
official representative of the Soviet government has arrived in Jerusalem to 
administer properties of the Russian Orthodox Church in Israel. The properties 
were turned over to the Soviet government in 1949 by the Israeli government. 


The large Tabitha convent near Tel Aviv has been closed to visitors and 
is being used for housing the Soviet legation technical staff and wireless 
section. . E.P.S.Geneva 
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FRANCE Marcel Sturm Holiday Home 


(Mulhouse):- In memory of the late Protestant Chaplain-General to the 
French Forces, Pastor Marcel) Sturm, a church gathering was held in Storcken- 
sohn, near Mulhouse, at. which a holiday home was named the "Pavillon Marcel 
Sturm. At the special service marking the occasion, the subject/which was 
"How are we to save the dignity of man?! Pastor Marc Boegner, President of the 
French Protestant Federation, and a Swiss pastor preached to a congregation of 
3,500 Protestant Christians, An address was also delivered to the gathering 
by Dr Albert Schweitzer, who is at present spending some time in his home in 


Alsace. E.P.S. Geneva 
SWITZERLAND Basle Mission Celebration, 1951 


The Mission Week held in Basle this year was attended by 500 visitors 
from Switzerland, Germany, Austria, France and the Netherlands. This repre- 
sents a 50% increase on 1949, due chiefly to the fact that this was the first 
time since 1939 that it had been possible to attend from Germany. 


In the reports presented concerning the fields of activity covered by 
the Basle Mission, particular stress was laid upon events in China. Dr H.Meis~ 
ter gave the gathering an account of the reasons behind the withdrawal from 
China, which is now complete since the departure of the last Basle Mission work- 
er, Both the leaders and the rank and file of the Mission were agreed that 
mission work was still of value even in a Communist China. But when all mis- 
sionary activities had been rendered impossible, and all contact on the part of 
the missionaries with the Chinese made into too severe a hardship for these 
latter, there was nothing for it but to go. 


The fact that, in spite of everything, there are still opportunities for 
work today, to which the Christian communion at home may be called, was demon~ 
strated by the departure of twelve mission workers who bade farewell to the 
General Conference. Six of them are going to India, five to the Gold Ccast and 
one sister to the Cameroons. A further testimony was provided by the consecra- 
tion of five missionaries and three sisters, All fields except China were 
affected. 


A final charactcristic of this celebration which deserves mention is the 
ecumenical breadth and cohesion of the Basle Mission. This was very evident 
when the General Conference met on Thursday, July 5, in St Martin's Church to 
hear addresses from 15 men and women from 7 different countries, in four 
languages. As well as Switzerland, Germany, Austria, Alsace and Holland, the 
mission areas were represented by native workers from India and a teacher of 


theology from the Cameroons, EeP.o. Geneva 
ee Mission Work a Task for All Protestant Christians 


The Bishop of Berlin, Dr, Dibelius, speaking in the Marienkirche in Berlin, 
in the presence of many well-wishers of mission work, welcomed the Director of 
the Berlin Missionary Society, Pastor Brennecke, on his return home from a 
fifteen months! tour of Africe, in the name of the Church of Berlin and of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany as a whole, 
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Mission work, the Bishop emphasised, was a task incumbent on all Pro- 
testant Christians. It must free the Church from any tendency to confine it~ 
self to those problems which concerned it most nearly. 


Pastor Brennecke described how deeply he had been impressed by the Christ- 
ian community amid the manifold tensions of Africa. Jn many ways, he said, it 
was more alive there; thus, in South Africa, it was the layman and not the 
pastor who dominated the picture. Dr Brennecke described the race problem as a 
social one} the social question must, he said, be solved before a levelling- 


out of racial antagonism could be achieved. E.P.S Geneva 
UNITED STATES The Price of Liberty 


(New York):- Selfishness and moral weakness constitute as grave a peril 
to America's freedom as the threat of armed aggression, the Rt Rev. Henry Knox 
Sherrill, president of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A, declared in connection with the 175th anniversary of the Declaration of 
Independence. The anniversary celebration is being observed in thousands of 
American communities under the sponsorship of a special commission appointed by 
President Truman, 


"The 175th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence", stated Bishop 
Sherrill, "is an occasion of religious as well as of patriotic significance. 
We must never forget that the ultimate foundation of frecdom is to be found in 
the principles of true religion and especially Christianity, It was no accident 
that our forefathers proclaimed that all men ‘are endowed by their Creator with 
certain inalienable rights' and that our historic Liberty Bell bears the inscrip- 
tion from the Bible: ‘'Proclaim liberty throughout all the lands unto all the 
inhabitants thereof’, For the basis of our liberty is to be found in God in 
whose services is perfect freedom, 


"Therefore on this anniversary it is appropriate that we should in corpo- 
rate worship as well as'in private prayer thank God for the manifold blessings 
poured dovm upon this nation. We will do well to remember that the price of 
liberty is eternal vigilance, not only against attack from without but against 
forces of selfishness and moral weakness within, The threats to our freedom 
are clear. They can only be met by a people dedicated to righteousness, by a 
nation under God", t.P.S. Geneva 


Ecumenical Publications 


The July issue of "The Ecumenical Review" contains articles on a variety 
of subjects. In "Human Relations in the Near East" Professor Alfred Carleton, 
President of the Aleppo College, Syria, depicts the fundamental centres of loyal- 
ty in the thinking of the Orient, and candidly describes the development of the 
Palestine problem since before the Balfour Declaration to the period following 
the termination of the Mandate in 1948. "The Ecumenical Movement and its non- 

theoligical factors" is the theme of Daniel Jenkins with particular reference to 
local communities. Mr Elmer T. Clark discusses "Non-theological factors in re- 
ligious diversity" in the United States, stressing the part played by sociologic~ 
al, racial and nationality factors. Writing on "Our search for unity", DoT. 
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Niles points out that if the change towards an "ecumenically~conditioned 
Church't is to be achieved, it is essential that the ecumenical movement should 
represent a way of living together in loyalty to truth. 


In "Evangelism: An Essay in Criticism" Theodore Wedel considers the 
gradual reorientation in concepts of evangelism including communal approaches 
to mass society. Brother Gea ge Every, SSM, vividly recalls the ecumenical 
theology of Father Kelly, founder of Kelham. The Ecumenical Chronicle includes 
reports of the Beirut conference on refugee problems, an assessment of the con- 
tribution of sociology to the Church and a candid analysis of the mind of 
Japanese youth by Kyoko Takada. 


'The International Review of Missions" likewise covers a wide field. 
Professor Ernest Wright on "The Old Testament: A Bulwark against Paganism" 
traces the growth of modern scholarly study away from utilitarian subjectivism 
The Rev. E.F,.F. Bishop considers "The Theological Task in the Near East'and 
the relationship of Islam with Christianity. Expounding problems of Church 
and State in India, John W. Sadiq writes: “While some difficulties have arisen, 
the Church cannot be too thankful for the attitude of the Government of India, 
and for the fact that the Church today stands without the strain of being 
associated with a ruling power". 


Following his visits to Asia from 1950-51 at the invitation of the In- 
ternational Missionary Council, John C. Bennett writes on Christians and Com- 
munism in Asia and notes attitudes towards Communism there, sometimes optimist~ | 
ic, sometimes fatalistic, very different from those to be found in the U.S.A. 
Miss Marjorie Sykes, of the Society of Friends, discusses "The New Education" 
and the rural community in India. Gerhard Hasper, of the Bethel Mission in 
Tanganyika, writing on the State of Israel and Christendom, indicates the 
cohcern of the German Evangelical Church for the problems of Jewry and a 
discussion between Israel and the Church in recent publications. 

From experience of his task in the Methodist Mission in Angola, Oscar 
Lee Hartzler writes on "The Missionary District Superintendent and His Work", 
and points out that, through worship, the Christians coming from different 
Christian communities are made aware of their oneness with those outside their 
own immediate circle. In "250 years of S.P.G." R.P. Stacy Waddy, son of a 
former Secretary of the Society, describes its development since 1701, in the 


England of the Restoration. E.P,.o. Geneva 
INDONESTA Conference of Ecumenical Youth 


(Djakarta):- The second three-yearly conference of Christian youth 
organisations met in Makassar on June 9. Sixty leaders and delegates from 
twenty organisations were present, representing in all some 80,000 Christian 
youth, whom it is the prrpose of the national ecumenical youth council ‘to 
serve, The Council was founded thanks to the efforts of Indonesia delegates 
who attended the Oslo World Christian Youth Conference in 1947. Its opening 
session was attended by Christian Government officials, including the acting 
Governor of the Province of Makassar. E,P,9,Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN Churchman's Handbook Comments on Ecumenicity 


The Churchman's Handbook, everyman's guide to the Church of England, 
and the Anglican Communion, published by the Church Information Board, pro- 
vides not only factual data concerning historical development, constitution 
and administration but also a series of short expositions of issues vital to 
the life of the Church, including Anglican efforts towards unity in recent 
years and the ecumenical movement, The Revo R2D. Say, Secretary of the 
British Council: of Churches, describes how 18 Churches in the British Isl es 
are participating in the movement both internationally and at the local level, 

E.-P.S- Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN Plans of London Missionary Society 


The Board of the London Missionary Society, meeting on June 27, adopted 
a series of resolutions dealing with the need to integrate the wrk of the 
Mission with the life o& the growing Church in India, and urging the importance 
of appointing Indians as heads of schools, colleges, and hospitals.» 


The India Committee of t he L.M.S. drew the attention on the recent ex- 
perience of the Church in China, where Chinese nationals have been appointed 
principals of schools and colleges, so that these institutions were able "to 
move into the new era as Chinese and not Western institutions." This "suggests 
that more active steps should be taken by the Society to ensure that in India 
the integration for work at present under the administration of missionary 
organisations with the Church, and the appointment of indigenous leaders... be 


quickened in pace." E-PeSo Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Missi onary Service to the Churches in South Asia 


At the meeting of the Board of the London Missionary Society in June, 
the Secretary for China, the Rev. Ronald K. Orchard, reported that on his 
recent visit to Hong Kong and Malaya the Chinese-speaking Churches there, 
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knowing that missionaries formerly working in China might be available, had 
expressed a desire for more missionary help. In view of the growing respon- 
sibilities now resting upon them, the Churches fel the neec for strengthening 
their pastoral and evangelistic work and training leaders, both ordained and 
lay» 


The London Missionary Society decided to strengthen the staff in Hong 
Kong, with a view to more intensive service to the Churcies in the New Territ- 
ories, and the inauguration of a Church Training Centre providing short courses 
for church wrkers and a centre for eonferences and retreats, The Society 
has also decided to mite in a joint mission with the English Presly terian 
Mission, which is already at wrk in Malaya. Four L,M.S, missionaries were 
appointed to Malaya, tvo for training wrk in Singapore and two for pastoral 
and evangelistic work in the Federations B.P.S. Geneva 


WEST AFRICA The Need for Unity 

"TJ do not think the Church:.can effectively fulfil its duty to Africa 
today with all the innumerable warring denominations that are at work in our 
mide," writes C-K. Dovlo, BoD. from Trinity College in Kumasi in "The Daystar", 
July 1951. “We are already too much divided into many small tribal languages 
and dialect groups. We need a united front to tackle all our problems today 
as one Church of Him who prayed that ‘they all may be one! 


Ag one who had the unique opportunity of meeting people of almost all 
the denominations throughout the vwrid both at the Second Werld Vonference 
of Christian Youth in Oslo 1947 and the First Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches in Amsterdam in 1948, I could not just condemn denominations as 
such. There is something true and beautiful in every denominaticn for which 
Christendom must be thankful. Christianity would have been poorer w:thout 
them... Christians... must all strive to come into one communion so that no 
African Christian belonging to any ofi the recognised denominations should be 
barred from the Holy Communion of the others... We cannct have a real union 
in Africa until our mother Churches in the West are willing to see our point 
of view and to desire this union themselves; However, this sympathy is not 
wanting today and I hope we can expect a far better attitude than inthe paste 
I must ask all Christians to pray for the World Council of Churches which is 
one of the greatest organs in Christian history which is working for this purpose 
and is being used effectively by the Lord for mutual understanding among the 


Churches." E.P.S. Geneva 
FRANCE Third Ecumenical Training Course 


The third ecumenical training course organised by CIMADE (see EPS No. 9) 
will be held this year in Saint-Amovr (Jura) from August 24 to September 6; 
Like its predecessors, this course is for youth kaders, CIMADE team—workers 
and young men and women from France and elsewhere tho take an active part in 
the life of their Church and whose applications are supported by that Church, 
by their youth movements or by the World Council of Churches. 


Lectures will be given in French by Reformed, Lutheran, Anglican, Orthodox 
and Catholic speakers, EoP:S-. Geneva 
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GERMANY Orthodox Churches Comittee 


At a meeting of Orthodox refugee church kaders het! on July 7-8, in 
Munich, a joint committee was established to promote cooperation among the 
variow groups in Germany and to assist the World Council of Churches in all 
matters relating to practical support for the carrying out and strengthen- 
ing of pastoral ministrations to Orthodox church people in Germany. This 
committee will work in a similar way to those establisied in Belgium and 


Austria earlier this year. E-P.S- Geneva 
YUGOSLAVIA Western Churchmen Attend Belg rade 
Consecration 


(Belgrade) :— Archbishop John A. Fitzgerald Gregg of Armagh, Primate 
of the Church of Ireland (Anglican), attended the consecration of Abbot Longin 
Trmic as Serbian Orthodex Bishop of Mostar. 


Also attending the ceremony in the Belyrace Orthodox Cathedral were Dr 
Lauristom L, Scaife, Protestant Episcopal Bishop of Western New York, and the 
Rev. Oliver S. Tomkins of London, associate general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches. 


All three churchmen stopped off in “ugsslavia on the invitation of 
Patriarch Vikentij, head of the Serbian Orthodox Church, 02 thd r way home 
from Greece, where they represented their respective bodies at celebrations 
marking the 1900th anniversary of St Paul's arrival in Europe. 


At a luncheon following the consecration, the Ratriarch spoke of tra- 
ditional ties of friendship between the Churches of England and the United 


States and the Serbian Orthodox Church. E.P.S. Geneva 
INDIA Christian Youth and Communism 


(Bangalore) :-- Under the auspices of the Christian Institute for the 
Study of Society (see EPS Noo 24), a study course on Communism was held in the 
United Theological College, Bangalore, in South India. About 35 Christian 
young people were taken through a course of study on Communism and the Christ- 
jan critique. The evening series were a discussion of the philosophy and 
programme of the different political parties of India, The presence of re- 
presentatives of the different parties — Congress, Socialist, Communist — made 
the course less academic, The Christian public of Bangalore were invited to 
listen to the evening series. 


The visit of Dr John Bennett of Union Theological Seminary in New York 
hel ped a lot #r: the formation of this Institue, and it was launched during Dr 
H.Kraemer's visit to India, The Institute is closely related to the National 
Christian Council of India and the theological colleges, especially Pangalore, 
where it has its office and its Director, Mr A.K. Thampy. Mr Thampy had an 
experience of ten years of leadership ’m the Communist Party of India before 
he gave up lis membership and returned to the Christian faith, 

E-PoS« Geneva 
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HUNGARY Bishop Bereczky on Church Unity 


Belief in the Una Sancta (One Church) is the subject of basic exposition 
in an address delivered by Bishop Abert Bereczky of the Hungarian Reformed 
Church at the Theological Faculty at Budapest, on June 13. It was his duty, 
he pointed out, to direct the attention of his audience"to this cordial fellow- 
ship of thanksgiving, to the grand fellowship of all Churches of Christ, to 
the Una Sancta Ecclesia in which we live and to which the life and wrk of the 
Hungarian Reformed Church belongs.«< 


"Allow me to indicate the specific features which mark our Church in the 
great transformtion which the world is undrgoing and in the midst of which we 
Live. 


"First, our consciousness of solidarity today has become stronger and 
deeper than it used to be... The great lesson assigned to our congregations, a 
lesson which we now begin to grasp is this: there is a colkctive responsibility. 
There are temptations concomitant with this conception thit we must clearly 
SEC." 


'The second object," continued Bishop Bereczky, "marking our particular 
path is that we are striving towards a deeper and wider understanding of Jesus 
Christ's sovereignty. 


"The third aspect which follows from the foregoing is that we must seek 
a correlation between 'history of salvation, Church history and world history'. 


'Prom these three statements follows the fourth point, namely the con- 
sciousness of having to make specific decisions. It is a sad thing that some 
theologians and theological students, neglecting the former three statements, 
try at once to criticise this last statement in isolation.:. This is a venture 
of faith, and here is the point, where differences of opinion, w:thin our own 
Church, and, to an even greater extent, between our Church and the Churches 
of the West, arise." 


In this connection, Bishop Bereczky presented the relevance of Socialism 
and the need that peace should be maintained on earth. He concluded as follows:- 


"Dear Brethren, it. is in these two issues that our decisions differ 
from the attitude of a considerable section of Western Christianity. But, I 
ask yous: does it follow that the ties linking us to the ecumenical movement 
have loosened or even broken? Not inthe least} After sending the joint reply 
of the Hungarian Protestant Churches to the Executive Committee of the World 
Council of Churches, calling simply and briefly on the World Council to take 
a stand against the rearmament of Western Germany and in favour of admitting 
the Chinese! People's Republis to the United Nations! Organisation, the General 
Secretary of the World Council of Churches sent a reply to me, a most instruct 
ive document from which I now quote a passages 


"Let me, first of all, thank you and all those who cooperated in com- 
posing this letter, for the spirit of your reply. Your letter is a good 
example of how we should discuss problems in the ecumenical movement and thereby 
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it proves the real existence of the ecumenical movement. On reading your reply, 

I thank God that even today amid the divisions and differences {n so many fields 
of life, we may have such a brotherly discussion with each other, in search of the 
truth. This obviously enhances our responsibility. We must avert a rupture in 
our relations. We must unite our efforts for our common Lord and for the reality 
of the existence of His Body in this world. It is not merely the positive view- 
points that your reply to our letter suggests, but it is also your critical 
questions that we are thankful for. I know that these are really urgent problems, 
and you must not think for a moment that we wish to evade these issues or fail 


to take them seriously." EoP.S. Geneva 
FRANCE . A Thanksgiving Service in Paris 


On July 8 a thanksgiving service was held at the Oratory of the Louvre 
on the occasion of the 2000th anniversary of Paris. The service was conducted 
by Pastor Jean Waltz and Pastor Daniel Monod, Presidents of the Lutheran and 
Reformed Consistories of Paris. 


The sermon was preached by Pastor Marc Boegner, President of the French 
Protestant Federation. He recalled the grace granted to the town of St. Geneviéve 
whose prayers had saved the city from destruction fifteen centuries ago. He also 
reminded the congregation of the liberation of France in 1.945, and of the out= 
standing events by which Paris is linked to the history of French Erotgst HUT SMe 


GERI A NY Opening of the 'Kirchentag! 


At the opening service of the Geman Protestant Kirchentag, Dr. von 
Thadden preached from the pulpit of the crowded Church of St. Mary in the Eastern 
Sector of Berlin. He preached on the subject "We are brothers",(s e EPS Noe 23). 
We reject the false political claims made against the Kirchentag. Brotherhood 
exists only where people express their common loyalty to God." Bishop Dibelius 
of Berlin then gave a complete survey of the present task of the Protestant lay 
movement, comparing it to a bridge: "We are building a bridge between wast and 
West, between classes and parties, between political and ecclesiastical points 
of view, by confessing in Christ's name: that we are brothers." 


The reply to the Bishop was given by a Protestant workman from Berlin, a 
locksmith, who welcomed the fact that the difficulties and anxieties of the wrkers 
had been included in the subjects discussed by the Kirchentag, A young negro 
pastor from the Gold Coast (Africa) was also present, representing a link with 
the Churches overseas, 


Professor Dovifat expressed the greetings of the Catholics in Berlin and 
of the Confrence of the Catholic Church in Germany, and a leading Catholic Jeyman 
spoke on "the mutual indebtedness of the great Christian confessions". Bishop 
Sommer (Methodist) supported the Kirchentag.on behalf of the Free Protestant Church- 
es in Germanys 


The last speaker was Provost Griiber, vho represents the Evan.elical Church 
of Germany in the Government of the German Democratic Republic. He again emphasised 


No 29 ~ July 20, 1951 wbx 209 


the Christian purpose of the Conference; "“We-have mes together in this hurch, 
two thousand of us representing twenty thousand outside, representing two 
hundred thousand who are still streaming in, representing more than two millioa 
people in this city, representing sixty million German people, representing 
the whole of mankind, We will therefore call upon the Lord of the Church to 


grant us peace, harmony and true brotherhood." E.P.S, Geneva 
GERMANY Greetings from the Government to the 


Church Gathering 


The President of the German Federal Republic in Bonn, Prof. Theodor 
Heuss, on July 10 sent the following telegram of greeting to the President of 
the German Evangelical Church Gathering, Dr. von Thadden: 


"JT send the Evangelical Church Gathering my cordial greetings and warmest 
good wishes, remembering as I do the impressive demonstration in Essen last year, 
The place where this encounter is to occur this year gives the meeting its om 
special aspect: it is a symbol of the spiritual and religious unity which, as 
the inner linking of men's profoundest elements, overcomes in the spirit all 
temporal division forced on them from without." 


The President of the German Democratic Republic in Berlin, Dr. Wil- 
helm Pieck, has also sent the Gathring a long letter of greeting, containing 
the following passage? 


"TI extend to the German Evangelical Church Gathr ing of 1951, in the 
capital of Germany, the welcome of all peace-loving people in the German Demo~ 
cratic Republic, When, in these July days, Christians from all parts of our 
country meet in the still divided city of Berlin, it will be an expression not 
only of the wnity of Protestant Christians, but of the indestructible unity 
of Germany.’ Drs Pieck then expounded the points made by Communist peace 
propaganda, ahd went on to say: “Berlin is today for us Germans the symbol of 
our struggle for the unity and peace of our country. It is for that reason 
that the Evangelical Church Gathering likewise has chosen the capital city of 
Germany in which to do its wrk, in order to confess, over and above the unity 


of the Christian faith, to the unity of Germany." EeP.S, Geneva 
GERMANY The Official Message of the Kirchentag 


The General Secretary of the German rotestant Kirchentag read at the 
Olympiastadion and the Maifeld in both sectors cf Berlin on July 15 a "Message 
from the Kirchentag to several hundred thousand people, which .goes as follows? 


"We have realised: that in the Church God wants us to be brothers and 
sisters who share their burden and join in praise to their Lord, For Christ 
is our Lord and our brother. He is among us and bears us up. He does not 
wish us to become divided nor to listen to other masters, Remain, therefore, 
true to His Church and be witnesses to Him, 
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"We have realised: that God wants man and wife to be together, and parents 
and children be together. God gives us our children and they belong to Him, 
He does not wish their lives) to be ruined by idolatry and tyrannye He does 
not wish people to drive our children to hatred and retribution. Therefore 
help them, to remain His children. 


"We have realised; that God has His people all over the world, We have brothers 
among all nations and all races. In spite of frontiers, they are still our 
brothers. God does not wish us to lose touch with one another. Therefore 
proclaim and prove with your life, that Christ is Lord everywhere,» 


"We have realised: that God wants men to be brothers also in their work. God 
does not want us to deprive others of their liberty and cf their leisure. 
Therefore make room for God in work. 


Be true, therefore, to the slogan of this Kirchentag: We are brothers}" 


Besides this Message nine short speeches were given in the Mlympic 
Stadium, filled to capacity by 100,090 people, and on the May Ficld vhere an 
even larger crowd gathered, Among the speakers were Dr. Eh rs, Prasident 
of the Bonn Parliament and Dr. Heinemann, President of the Synal of the 
Evanelical Church cf Gemany; Dr. Visser 't Hooft brought grestings from 
‘the War ld Comeil of Churches~ 


During the last two days of the Kirchmtag meetings of an unprecedented 
size were held in different parts of Berlin. Inthe Walter Ulbricht Stadium 
in the eastern sector of the city 80,000 young people met md heard addresses 
in vhich the specific problems of Christian life in the eastern zone were 
openly discussed. seeds Geneva 
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European Laymen's Conferences Opens at Bad Boll 


Two hundred and twenty laymen and laywomen from 1 European countries rang- 
ing from Finland to Greece and Spain attended the European Laymen's conference 
convened by the World Council of Churches at Bad Boll, Germany, from July 18-~27. 

In his opening address the conference president, Professor Hendrik Kraemer, director 
of the Ecumenical Institute, pointed out that the Amsterdam Assembly of 1948 had 
empowered the holding of a series of such conferences in order to encourage the 
sense of Christian vocation among the laity in their everyday life and work. This 
conference, he said, is one of the stages in the search for a new life based on 
faith, as a fellowship of Christians amid the suffering of the world. It should 
enable the realisation, with grater conviction than hitherto, that the Christian 
Church, if it has a true understanding of itself and lives and thinks by faith, is 
the true defender of mankind. 


Preaching at the divine service preceding the opening of the conference 
Pastor Heinz Kloppenburg, from Oldenburg, urged the need for the Church to lead the 
way in penitence and a sense of solidarity of responsibility with the fallen vo rid 
in the fellowship of poor lost sinners, and in calm faith to rely on God's purpose 
for mankind. 


In addition to the addresses and the discussion in groups of the themes 
presented by speakers, the conference programme accerded a considerable place %o 
biblical studies, led by Mlle Suzanne de Diétrich, for all serious ecumenical work 
requires a return to the common source or tle faith, These studies concern the 
Church believed and lived by the first generation cf Christians, (vide:~ The Acts 

of the Apostles) in the hnpe that this return to origins will enable Christians 


today to perceive more clearly the conditions for a real spiritual renewal. 


Speaking on the place of the laity in the World Council. of Churches, the 


No 30 ~ July 27, 1951 sia 212 


General Secretary, Dro WoA. Visser 't Hooft remarked that missionary enterprise 
and such youth movements as the Student Christian movement had given rise to the 
ecumenical movement, which needed to maintain this contact with lay movements in 
order to retain its dynamic. Within the ecumenical movement continual polarity 

is present between the concept of the layman's mission and the empirically histor- 
ical Church. During his recent visit students had pointed out that in countries 
beyond the Iron Curtain today the laity faced experiences vastly more difficult 
than the clergy, in contrast with the period of the church struggle under the 

Third Reich when it was often the clergy who were most exposed. Remarkable since 
the end of the war has been the rise of independent, simultaneous emergence of 
new laymen's movements in different countries, for instance, the Lvanvelical 
Academies in Germany and the Christian Frontier Council in Britain. A new rela- 
tionship between the Church and World has arisen, The man in the street is coming 
to expect something from the Church, and that means a new opportunity for which 
one must pray to be ready. 


Describing the dilemma of man in a rationalised mass society, Professor 
Jacques Ellul, of Bordeaux, France, said that with the universal spread of 
technics with claims to be independent of moral values, man is treated as an object. 
To man technics appear to be the creator of order, equality, plenty and happiness, 
nevertheless man feels lost, physically, psychically and morally. Wan is called 
upon to pay the price for hapiness achieved through technics. And this price is 
neither intellectual nor artistic life, moral standardsmr justice; it is indi- 
vidual consciousness, freedom (in every sense except Christian freedom). 


In an address on "What is man?" Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hanover said:- 
"Totalitarianism was the greatest condemnation of the modern spirit, because what 
it wanted was freedom and what it got was slavery. Man's attempt to proclaim 
himself self-reliant had ended in servitude. Man is leading an incomplete life so 
long as he has not heard the call of God. The fact that the Christian never 
exists in isolation is symbolised most clearly in the fact that int-rcession is 
always a comnion act of adoration of God. This praise should be expressed in a 
new community life of service in Christ to fellow men. 


Reporting to the Bad Boll conference on the positive results of the 1951 
Lay Gathering in Berlin (see EPS No. 29), Dr. Reinold von Thadden said that it 
had brought about what politicians had failed to do, a meeting between East and 
West where 3C0,0;O people had gathered. The presence there of many visitors from 
abroad had contributed also to make it an ecumenical event. Masses of men had 
met one another as individuals in Christian obedience and as Yrothexs in Christ~ 
ian fellowship.: 


Speaking on "What is Community?" Dr Paul Evdokimov, of Paris, contrasted 
sociological concepts of society with the formation of Christian community whereby 
the Person is a spiritual fact, overcoming determinism, the slavery of public 
opinion and impersonal ethics. Most of the present day parishes cling to out-of-date 
forms and are without any real relationship with the world. In its essence the 
parish remains the organic cell of the Church where the three ministries of teach- 
ing, Sacrements, and incorporation are carried out, But the classical Christian 
approach to the wrld is no longer adequate today, We are not faced witha 
number of "poor lost sheep", but with men - Communists, existentialists ~ fuji of 
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enthusiasm, longing for greatness, but deeply revolt ed by Christian mediocrity. 

It is no longer a question of a return of the world to the Church but of a radical 
transformation of both, Christendom and World, which will be able to put them on 
the way to their common destiny. Only the Church which lives in the light of the 
Parousia (The Second Coming of Christ)—which is not so much the end of the world 
as its salvation—~exists truly in History because she alone fulfils it. 


Dr Eberhard Miller, Director of the Evangelical Academy, Bad Boll, 
said that it had been founded in 1945, the first of the ten Evangelical Academies 
in Germany, which included three in the Soviet-occupied zone. These aademies 
are not concerned with the training of theological swecialists but serve rather 
as places of disctission where men, including non-Christians, seek after trutg. 
Through experience there of real community and of intellectual stimulus thousands 
of men and women of the most varied occupations have received new hope for an inner 
rebirth of their nation and of their Church, 


Speaking on Man's responsibility in the social and occupational realms }!., 
Pierre Lebailly, of France, asked:—"Is it not our r6éle to assure the material 
life of humanity by means which are not contrary to the preaching of the word of 
God and the conversiiog. of our brethren?" The structure of the modern world 
is such that our margin of freedom is becoming narrower every.day. Specialists 
and sometimes robots are being trained but fewer and fewer good men, In my bdpin- 
ion the only effective remedy enabling us to find life again in this inflexible 
wrid should be found in spiritual culture given to us by the study of the Words 


Messages of good wishes to the conference have been received from Queen 
Juliana & the Netherlands and from the President of the German Federal Republik, 
Dr. Theodor Heuss, In his letter Dr Heuss recalled the ministry of spiritual 
healing carried out in Bad Boll during the nineteenth century by two pastors, 
Johann Christoph Blumhardt and his son Christoph Blumhardt. "This place is the 
right one to tackle the eternal theme of the liberty of the human soul amid the 
rapid transformation by intellectual and sociological factors and by historical 
and political fa ces," E.P.S. Geneva 


The Executive Committee of thé Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs me2ts at Rolle 
The Executive Committee of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs will meet at Rolk, Switzerland, July 30-—-August 1, 1951. The Commission 
will be presented by the officers: The President, Professor Baron F-M. van Asbeck, 
of Leiden, Netherlands; the Chairman, Dr. Kenneth G, Grubb, of London; and the 
Director, Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, of Philadelphia, U.S.A. 


The Gene al Secretary of the World Council of Churches, Dr. W.A,. Visser 't 
Hooft, and the General Secretary of the International Missionary Council, the Rev. 
C.W. Ranson, will represent the parent bodies, and in addition delegates of a number 
of different Christian denominations from Africa, America, Asia and Europe are 


expected to participate. E.P.S, Geneva 
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Second St Statement | of the Ecumenical. 1. Commission 


ee a ee 


on ‘on European “Cooperation 


The Ecumenical Commi ssi or. on Buropean Cooperation has held recently a second 
meeting at Biévres, near Paris, to consider the reaction to its previous statement 
European Issues (see EPS No:4) and to discuss the replies to the questions addressed 
to the nations and to the Churches of Europe, 


In its new statement, the Commission reaffirms that "..it is the duty of the 
Christian Churches of Europe and of every individual Christian to work for the 
establishment of an European economic and political community as a step forward 
toward the organisation of the world for peace and progress". 


The Commission points out that it is an independent group and emphasizes that 
"its findings are in no sense an official expression of the point of view of the 
World Council of Churches or of one of its departments or of any of its member 
Churches." The Commission is composed of Christians drawn from various European 
countries and from different fields of social and political life and its pu:rpose 
is to help the European Churches in the spirit of the Ecumenical movement to explore 
the specific responsibility cf Christians vith regard to the problems of European 
cooperation, Prof. André Philip of France is the chairman of the group, 


Some people have asked, why Christians or the Church should be concerned with 
the problems of European unity? To this qestion the Commission replies as follows. 


"The first and the greatest task of the Christian Church, always and everywhere, 

is to preach the Gospel. But this involves proclaiming man's duty to his neighbour 
which is the Christian basis of ordered liberty and social justice. lloreover, the 
preaching of the Gospel must always be topical, calling Christians to those respon- 
sibilities which confront them in their immediate situation." 


The Commission declares that the situation of Europe today, "confronts Christ~ 
jans with certain clear demancs for responsible action", 


"The essence of the present European situation as a result of the last two 
wars, is that Europe has outgrown its political and economic institutions and the 
field of Christian social responsibility and opportunity has correspondingly wideneda 
The Christian conception of 'my neighbour’ now has a wider range than ever before, 

In the past three or four centuries the nation-state has been the predominant polit- 
ical and cultural entity, so that Christians have been tempted to regard it as en 
order of creation. But they are now brought to realise that the nation-state has 
fulfilled its r6dle and that Christidns have the freedom under God to adopt solutions 
for their problems on a wider basis." 


The Commission observes that "Since the national states of Europe are no longer 
in a position to assure their subjects of real pwtection (against social insecurity, 
unemployment, etc), the question therefore arises of whether they are still able 
to fulfil all the duties which the Bible asigns to the authorities for the well-being 
of mankind. The European nations are called to seek together for new -supra~national 
political fa ms". 
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What is the rdle of Europe between East and West, and what is the meaning 
of Western European union in this connection? Does it help Europe to be neutral or 
does it mean taking oia3 in the East-West conflict? The Commission discussed this 
problem at great lenguh and adopted the following statemmt as briefly defining its 
own position regardingthemeaning cf European unity in relation to the Hast-\est 
struggle: 


"Since the war, Western Europe has been turning towards the U.S.A. with 
which it has many economic and political links. This choice is explained and con- 
ditioned by different circumstances, t he need for rebuilding the ruins and recon- 
structing the economy of war-ravaged Europe; Russia's refusal to cooperate in a 
common economic and social policy; the establishment in the countries behind the 
Tron Curtain of régimes which have no respect for national independence and which 
do not alhow the individual those basic political and social freedoms which are 
consijered indispensable against the menace of Soviet policy, without sacrificing 
the standard of living. 


NAction is needed so that viithin the Atlantic union a co mon European policy 
may be outlined and invested with the necessary authoritye The constitution of a 
united Europe would enable Europe to play a decid ve réle in establishing a modus 
vivendi between East and West wiich would also contribute to the peaceful settlement 
of the differences which divide the continent today". 


In a statement addressed to the Churches of Europe, the Commission pointed 
- to their specific responsibility for promoting European cooperation. 


. "We believe that at a time when the vital problems of Europe are becoming 
increasingl¥ supra-national, and can only be solved through the cooperation of the 
various countries, the European Churches should enter into closer relationship 
with each other, and cooperate to a far greater extend than they have ever done 
hitherto.: 


"The purpose of such cooperation between European Churches is not 
to defend their interests against bothers, nor is it to isolate themselves in any 
way from their sister Churches in the ecumenical movement. It is rather to enable 
them to meet together the challenge and the opportunities in the new situation of 
Europe, and to render effective witness concerning the many problems of a general 
European character which arise todayeo. 


"The Western European Churches have a common as wellias an individual res- 
ponsibility to the Churches in Eastern Europe, They should make a special effort 
to understand and explain the lessons which these Eastem European Churches are 
learning and the spiritual discoveries which they are making. They should seize 
every opportunity for fellowship with these Churches and on no account allow a 
political separation (imposed from outside) to develop into a spiritual separationec. 


"The Europeen Churches hav ako a common task in the sc ial realm, They 
should speak out together concerning fundamental weakness and injustice; in the 
-peesent European economy and prepare their members to make such sacrifices as are 
necessary for the building up of a responsible and just society on a European scale» 
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"The European Churches should ask themselves whether the purely national 
form of organisation which they have at present is adequate to the new sit uation, 
and whether they should not begin to create organs of common life which wll mani- 
fest more clearly the supra-national character of the Church, and thus enable it 
to speak to the condition: of European man of our day." 


Copies of this report may be obtained by writing to the Secretary of the 
Commission, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. E.P.S. Geneva 


UeNe Diplomatic Conference on Status of 
Refugees and Stateless Persons 


The following statement was made by Mr. Elfan Rees, of the World Council 
of Churches and chairman of the Standing Conference of Voluntary Agencies to the 
U.N. Conference of Plenipotentiaries in Geneva: 


"I have the honour to represent a Conference comprising 23 International 
and 9 National Voluntary Agencies (see EPS No.31, 1950)who have been working for 
refugees for five years under formal agreements with I.R.0, 


"We have already offered an equal meamre of co-operation and assistance 
to the High Commissioner. It is precissiy because our work has been wi th refugees 
at the level of their misery in their camps that I seek to make this intervention. 


"You are about to define the refugee legally — our concern is that already 
in this Conference you have defined him humanly, at least by implication and we 
feel that truth and justice require a correction to the impression that has been so 
created. 


"We recognise, Sir, that you have to legislate for special cases but there 
has been so much emphasis on the exceptional in this Conference that the normal is 
being lost sight of, There have been times when this Conference has talked like 
an association for the protection of helpless sovereign states against the wicked 
refugee, and the Convention itself has been in danger of appearing to the refugee 
like the menu of an expensive restaurant with every course crossed out except 
perhaps the soup and a provision that even that would not be served in certain 
circumstances. Even a consistent listener here can easily have gathered fhe 
impression that the refugee, and here I quote examples cited by distinguished 
delegates, is a Black Marketeer in currency, a bankrupt, a super criminal, an 
enemy agent, a menace to the labour market and a person wfit for higher educations 


There are of course samples of such in any cross section of society-—but 
those of us who work with the refugees feel impelled to remind you that they are 
men and women of like passions and like qualities as ourselves, and experience in 
Europe and certainly in countries of resettlement prove him to be in the vast 
majority a potential asset to any community, You have been legislating for the 
worst type of refugee in the most liberal country. I beg you to consider the 
average refugee in the most reactionary comtry, 


"The Convention, Sir, will be studied most avidly by the refugees them- 
selves-~I would urge therefore that the final echo of your deliberations and 
the one that reaches the world and the refugee should be one of your generosity 
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and liberalism not of your fearfulness and your nigardliness, and if you are 
satisfied that you have now hedged arounc the rights you grant him with sufficient 
safeguards and limitations, you can afford tc be generous in defining their bene- 
ficiaries and should make available those crumbs from the tables of your sovereignty 


to the maximum number in need of them." E.P.o. Geneva 
GERMANY Faith and Order Conference in the 


Eastern Zone 


Representatives of ail the Provinciel Cnurches of Eastern Germans and of 
the Free Churches met during the last week in June for a Faithand Order study 
conference, The Conference was held at the invitation of the Church of Pomerm ia 
in the hall, designed by Professor Bartning, which belongs to the Deacon's Hostel 
at Ziissow-: This hall was built withthe assistance of the World Council of 
Churches « 


The organiser of the conference, the ecumenical representative of the Evang- 
elicad Bishop of Berlin in the Eastern Zone, had already sent te the delegates of 
the Provincial Churches and Free Churches the preparatory volume for the Lund Con- 
ference(translated into Geuman). The mein gestions to be discussed at Lund — the 
fellowship in the Holy Communion and the ecumenical validity of the Ifinistry ~ were 
dealt with in addresses followed ty discussions. 


The historical point of view cof the Lund preparatory volume, especially the 
emphasis on Charisma and vocation, placed by the General Secretary of Faithand 
Order in his description of the Apostolic succession, met with lively approva.L 
and a readiness to make it known in the parishes of Germany. ‘In all the addresses 
the concerns were further developed which last spring the Lutheran Askmark of 
Sigtuna (Sweden) had raised concerning an ecumenical theology. The Ziissow Con- 
ference's critical enqmiries into the decleraticns of the Central Committee (at 
Toronto and Biévres) , and the basic questions concerning the preamble to the Con- 
stitution of the World Council of Churches, shewed that ecumenical theology does 
not mean "enthusiasm", but that it can do full justice to evay branch of church 
doctrine. 


These questions, and others (some of which were left open) were passed on 
to the Gmeral Secretary of Faith and Order. E.P.S. Geneva 


I.M.C, Executives Travelling aoroad this Summer 


Amons the International Missionary Council executives travelling abroad this 
summer will be Dr. John A. Mackay, President of Princeton Theologi :al Seminary; Dro 
CeWe Ranson, and Dr, John W. Decker, 


Dr. Mackay will leave the United States in July to carry out a programme 
arranged for him under the auspices cf the Councils, ke will visit Italy, Spain, 
Portugal, France and Belgium, Dr. Decker is visiting Latin America and the 
Caribbean during this month and August. He will confer withthe National Councils 
and study the wrk of the Evangelical Churches. iir. Ranson is carrying out engage- 
ments in Scotland and Ireland and he will attend the Central Committee meeting of 
the World Council of Churches in Rolle, Switzerland. On August 28 he will address 
the Methodist Ecumenical Conference at Oxford, England. HeP oS, Geneva 
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GERMANY European Layments Conference 


On Sunday morning members of the European Laymen'ts Conference in Bad 

Boll (see EPS No. 30) attended an ecumenical service of worship together with the 
local villagers at the church of Bad Boll, The congregation included thus ad- 
herents of Anglican, Orthodox, Protestant and Old Catholic Churches from Austria, 
Belgium, England, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, the Netherlands, 
Norway, Spain, Sweden and Switzerland, and overseas observers attending the Con- 
ference from Canada, Korea and the United States. Dean (Prdlat) Karl Hartenstein, 

from Stuttgart, preached on Acts 17:22, and stressed the unity of the Church in 
Jesus Christ, where there are no differences of race, colour, or nationality. 


Speaking on"Man's Responsibility in the Political Realm't, Dr Gustav 
Heinemann, lay president of the all-German Synod of the German Evangelical Church, 
remarked that one of the extraordinary manifestations of our time is a current 
belief that it is a sign of wisdom to abstain from interest in politics. A feel- 
ing of helplessness is prevalent in the face of the arbitrary and anonymous 
factors exercising power in the political world, 


Dr Heinemann affirmed: "I am convinced that a sense of personal re- 
sponsibility can only arise when a human feels the claims of Jesus Christ and is 
conquered by Him... Whoever declares it is wmwise to expose oneself by assuming 
responsbility can be answered by pointing out that the real situation is quite 
the contrary. ‘Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all 
these things will be added unto you'. Christians bear a very great degree of re- 
sponsibility in the midst of the distress and perplexity of individual persons. 

It is they who, liberated from their fear, can best contribute towards pacifying 
an anguished world", 


On the subject of the quest for turopean unity Pastor Albert Finet, 
director of the French weekly "Réforme", declared that a certain degree of cultur- 
al and spiritual unity existed already but these efforts confronted economic and 
political problems which were far from being resolved. He surveyed the different 
movements seeking to achieve such a unified Europe, on the part of Europeans, of 
the Vatican and also of America, pointing out that while these efforts were not 
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convergent, nevertheless there were contacts between these different movements. 
The Ecumenical Commission for furopean Cooperation had taken a very positive 
attitude towards the fundamental point - "Europe must be constructed" - without 
identifying itself with any particular movement. It had enabled the Churches to 
study the particular aspects which concerned them. It was essential, added WM. 
Finet, that Christians engaging in such movements should bear in mind constantly 
the demands of their faith and by their fidelity to their Lord could most effect- 
ively contribute towards a reality in Kuropean wmiity. 


Recalling impressions of South-East Asian countries during his recent 
tour Professor Hendrik Kraemer said that they had undergone vast changes over the 
past six years which brought with them many problems. There were attempts to turn 
indigenous religions into ideologies but their relationship with the actual situa- 
tion was far from clear, As the result .of the attainment of national indepen- 
dence there had been a breakdown in the identification between ‘/estern imperial- 
ism and Christianity and there was therefore greater openness towards the present- 
ation of the Christian message. There are new developments in the missionary 
field and it is clear that missions can and must continue their task. 


_ Miss Mary Batten, Principal of the (Anglican) William Temple College, 
England, described the laity as the spearhead of the Church and said that the laity 
must. also be ready to represent the needs and perplexities of the contemporary 
world, in defence of man. There must be thanksgiving, repentance and soul-search- 
ing, both individually and as Churches, for the truth at all costs. They must 
guard against the danger of overmultiplication of organisational activity around 
the Church and be aware that people outside had declared that they missed in the 
Church a real Christian fellowship. 


New methods in evangelisation by projection of films of a not specific- 
ally religious character but which raised vital moral issues, were presented by 
WM. Henri de Tienda, director of "Sercinev" and of the Association of French films 
and the French feature film "La part de l'ombre" (The dark side) was shown as an 
example. 


Commenting on points raised in the twelve Bible study groups Mlle Su- 
zanmne de Dietrich said that people from different confessions and many countries 
had experienced joy and respect for Biblical study and had become aware of Christ- 
ian responsibility in a personal way with appreciation of all its consequences for 
every day life. Sometimes Christians are apt to live in an enclosed world of 
their own. In order to fulfil the missionary vocation of the Church it was ne- 
cessary to realise that God's workshop is the whole world, and to proclaim the 
kingship of Christ over all realms of life. True Christian teaching could only be 
expressed in fellowship, In times of crisis Christians were more influence to 
realise this. The power of the Spirit came to break open closed doors between 

the Church and the world. 


Nine study groups, each composed of members of different Churches and 
countries, prepared statements dealing with nine aspects of issues concerning the 
contemporary witness of the laity. It was recognised that the question "iWhat has 
to be changed in our Church?" involved the further question "i/hat has to be chang- 
ed in ourselves?" On the piace of the laity in the worship of the Church Group 
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One discussed cooperation with the clergy and pointed out that Christian fellow- 
ship must witness beyond church doors in every day life, Group II made proposals 
for developing more intelligent Bible study in order to overcome difficulties in 
the way of comprehending its message, for instance through educational courses 
related to the problems of present-day secular professions. Group III stressed 
thé need for development of Vhristian community in intercession, education and 
sacramental devotion to Christ in service to the world. Need for a living re- 
lationship to be built between the parish and the professional life of its members 
was urged by Group IV. 


Group V declined the suggestion of emulating "Encyclicals" which sought 
to define social ideals in perpetuity, but advocated that the Churches should 
issue a call to Christian responsibility among the nations and made suggestions 
for the establishment of study commissions linked with the Churches and National 
Council of Churches within the fellowship of the World Council in order that in- 
formed advice could be given towards taking necessary decisions. Groups VI, 
which disauussed opportunities and limits of cooperation between Christians and 
non-Christians for political and social work, affirmed that the Christian Uhurch 
must be a watchman warning its members and society of tendencies in the social 
order which threatened man's existence as a human being. Group VII emphasised 
the need for prayer and consultation with Christians, under the Bible, when de- 
cisions regarding moral conflicts in a secular occupation had to be made. 


Relationships between men and women in professional and public life 
was the theme of Group VIII, which considered conditions of female employment, 
dangers to family life and problems of married and unmarried women. Group IX 
discussed "Our specific responsibility as Christians in the present European si- 
tuation", . urged that £urope must be considered as a whole, and requested the 
chairman of the Conference to forward a request for establishment of a Council of 
European Churches. 


The Conference concluded with a liturgical service of worship led by 
three laymen, Mr Frank. Northam, Dr Paul Tournier and Dr Hans Hernan Walz, 
) E.P.S.Geneva 


Executive Committee of the C.C.oL.Aa 


Increased activity by Christian groups around the world in regard to 
the problem of international peace and justice was noted in a report presented 
July 30, to the dxecutive Committee of the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national affairs, meeting in Rolle, Switzerland, from July 30 ~- August 1, 1951 
(see EPS No. 30). The formation of four new national commissions in France, 
Italy, Japan and Norway, the expansion of work on the part of several older nation- 
al Commissions was reported. "Foundations are being laid for world-wide Christ- 
ian participation in international affairs", stated the report covering the year 
1950-1951. 


The officers of the Commission who presented the report include Pro- 
fessor Baron F.M. van Asbeck of Leiden, Netherlands, President; Dr Kenneth G. 
Grubb of London, Chairman; and Dr O.F. Nolde of New York, Director. The C.C.1.A. 
is an agency jointly established by the world Souncil of Churches and the Inter- 
national Missionary Council. 
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In describing the work of the Commission during the past year, the 
officers placed primary emphasis on bringing "Christian influence to bear on in- 
ternational efforts to uphold order and justice and to preserve the fragile fabric 
of peace", Support for the United Nations police action in Korea was followed by 
& proposal for United Nations Peace Observers Commission in all areas of inter- 
national tension and responsibility. The substance of this C.C.1.A: proposal, 
the report noted, was incorporated in the "United Action for Peace!’ resolution 
adopted at the last session of the U.N. General Assembly. The officers also re- 
ported that during the critical days cf late 1950 simultaneous representations on 
behalf of policies of restraint and moderation were made at the highest govern- 
mental levels immediately prior to the consultation early in December between the 
British and American heads of Government, 


The C.C,1.,A. officers likewise participated in consultations at Bié- 
vres, France, in January-February 1951 (see EPS No. 5), which preceded the letter 
from officers of the World Council of Churches to its members, stressing the 
maintenance of Christian fellowship, keeping open the lines of international ne- 
gctiations, guarding against dominance by armaments over the whole life of nation- 
al and international society, and the importance of providing economic and inter- 
national assistance to peoples in under-developed areas, 


It was indicated that the Executive Committee of the C.C.I.A. would 
consider at its present meeting the implications of two new developments; the 
cease-fire negotiations in Korea, and the draft peace treaty for Japan. 


The C.C.1.A, officers in their annual report further described the 
work carried out on behalf of a Covenant on Human Rights, with particular refer- 
ence to provisions dealing with religious liberty. Greater attention is also 
being devoted to international technical assistance programmes, Considerable 
thought is likewise being given to the need for a comprehensive plen by the in- 
ternational community to deal with the broad problems of refurses displaced by 
war and persecution. Changes in the craft Status for a High Commissioner for 
Refugees reflect a number of the improvements sought by the C.C.1I.A., the officers 
stated, Representations concerning recommendations fer international government- 
al aid to Palestinian refugees have been made, following the Middle East Confe- 
rence on Palestine refugees held in Beirut, Lebanon, May 1-8, 1951 (see EPS No. 
21). Plans for cooperation in Korea relief and rehabilitation efforts are mention- 
ed in the report. 


The report describes briefly the plans of the C.C.I.A. to aid in pre- 
paring studies for the section on international affairs at the Second Assembly of 
the World Council of Churches, to be held in Evanston, U.S.A., probably in 1954, 

B.P.S.Geneva 


Lutheran world Federation Executive Committee 
The executive Committee of the Lutheran World Federation met in Geneva 


_ from July 23-30 and approved plans made in Hanover under the presidency of Bishop 
Hanns Lilje for the 1952 Lutheran World Assembly there. 
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Two major decisions were taken, the first of which called for the crea- 
tion of a department of Lutheran World Service « This new department will coordin- 
ate the activies of Lutheran member Churches in all branches of relief, inter- 
church aid and service to refugees. Another phase of cooperation was begun by the 
creation of a Department of Theology, whose director, at Geneva, will be respons- 
ible for the rp of theologians, students, study material and books between 


the various Churches 


Furthermore the Committee has expressed to National Committees of 
Lutheran Churches in South American and other countries willingness to further 
the formation of united Churches among Lutheran immigrant groups of diverse nation- 
al groups in diaspora, seeking ultimately to develop indigenous church life, 


The Norwegian Lutheran National Committee will be invited to make a 
particular study of Church-State relationships and to ask Bishop Hivind Berggrav 
to deliver an address cn this subject at the lutheran World Assembly. 

E.P.o .Geneva 


ITALY Protestant Broadcast Restored 


Following a protest by Senator Mario Riccio complaining that the Pro- 
testant Sunday service on the Italian Radio was “an insidious propaganda! (see 
EPS No. 27), the Federal Council of the Evangelical Churches of Italy sent a 
petition to the Broadcast Control Commissicn, asking that this broadcast be 
maintained,The Commission has now decided by a majority of 14 out of ay votes 
that this service, which lastsonly a quarter of an hour (at 8.15 a.m.), should 


be restored, _ &-P.S.Geneva 
PAKISTAN Christians Demand Greater Recognition 
(Lahore);- According to Religious News Service (New York) demands for 


greater recognition of Christians have been submitted to the Chief Minister of 
the Punjab by thea All-Pakistan Christian league. Among the demands are the 
following: 


That Pakistani Christians be recognised as a distinct religious com- 
munity,and not described as "non-Moslems" or "others" in legislative and adminis- 
trative matters pertaining to them; 


That Christian be granted in actual practice full rights as Pakistani 
citizens - especially in the matter o:? buying and selling property; 


That Christians in Pakistan bs entitled to share, in proportion to 
their population, government agrigultural and industrial beusfits; 


That more liberal arrangements be made for the admission of Christians 
into Pakistan educational institutions; 


That the government prohibit the distribution of any books containing 
“passages sacrilegious from the Christian point of view or otherwise prejudicial 
or defamatory to the Christian minority as such'; 
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That one hour every Sunday be allowed to the Christian community by 
the Pakistan Radio to explain its religious and cultural point of view on various 
human problems; 


That Christians be exempt from national participation in Moslem re- 


ligious festivals and holidays. #.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES New Bishop of Roumanian Orthodox Church 


The Roumanian Orthodex Church in America, in annual convention in 
Chicago, named as acting Bishop Dr Viorel D. Trifa, editor of the Roumanian 
Orthodox periodical "Solia", published in Cleveland, Dr Trifa came to the U.S.A. 
two years ago as a displaced person. 


In naming him the delegates implied that they still recognise the titul- 
ar authority of Bishop Polycarp Morusca, who went to Roumania on a visit before 
the war and did not return, B.P.S Geneva 


United Bible Societies 


In the 7th issue of the Bulletin of the United Bible Societies (July 
1951) are published the figures for Bible distribution throughout the world by 
all the Biole Societies in 1950 (see also EPS No. 23). 


2,497,208 Bibles, 3,424,748 New Testaments, 15,878,271 portions, making 
a total of 21,480,227, were distributed, This total is two millions higher than 
that of the previous year and four millions higher than the 1948 figures. 


The United States head the list with 6,2 millions - 5 million of which 
are Gospels - followed by Japan with 3,5 millions, China with 1.5 millions, Brazil 
with 1 million, Korea with 930,000, India with 820,000, Argentina with 660,000. 
Almost 1,2 million Scriptures were distributed in Africa, more than half of which 
were complete Bibles, 


In Europe, 580,000 books were distributed and sold in England and 
520,000 in Germany. The Bible Societies in the latter country distributed 290,000 
complete Bibles as against the 400,000 distributed in the United States, 200,000 
in England and 9,000 in Scotland. 


The American and British Bible Societies supplied the great majority of 
the Scriptures distributed in Asia, Africa and South America. E.P.S Geneva 


Ecumenical Fellowship Mission in the Churches of Greece 
and Yugoslavia 


"Tf the method by which the World Council of Churches works, that of 
bringing Christians together, causes friendly relations to be re~established be- 
tween them, the Holy Spirit can complete the work of church reunion without any 
need for the theologians to issue statements as to how such an event is possible. 
I believe in the reunion of Christian people under the Gospel", 
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This message of welcome by the head of the Church of Greece, archbishop 
Spiridon of Athens, to the ecumenical goodwill delegation which he received, des- 
cribes the task undertaken by the eighteen members of the delegation, who came 
from fifteen different Churches in ten countries of Europe, Asia and America - 
that of bearing witness, in confession and service to others, to the world-wide 
Church of Christ. 


The leader of the group, the hev. Robert Tobias, assistant director of 
the World Council Inter-Church Aid Department, likewise emphasised in his reply 
the close interrelation of Christians in East and West. "We feel", he said, 

“that you and we belong together". The Primate then spoke with special urgency 
of the need for training the rising generation of priests on the broadest.possible 
basis, and urged that exchanges with Churches abroad be enlarged. Leaders were 
appreciative of the delegation's interest in relieving the conditions, inward and 
outward, under which the Churches of Greece and Yugoslavia were living, by enabl- 
ing them to produce textbooks and prayer-books for services and material for 
priests' and pastors' vestments, as well as medicines and other commodities vital- 
ly needed for the people and the Church. 


On their return to Geneva, the members of the delegation expressed them- 
selves as having been profoundly struck by the receptivity of the Christians in 
both these countries to the ecumenical concern of our time, "It was an uplifting 
experience", said one of them, "to see the relations between the Orthodox majority 
Church and the Protestant minorities in Yugoslavia, for instance when an Evangelic- 
al candidate for the pastorate, with no seminary of his own to go to, can take his 
basic training at the Orthodox Theological Institute in Belgrade and be taught the 
doctrine of his confession as supplementary instruction by dignitaries of the 
Evangelical Uhurch, or when clergy of both Churches are invited on occasion to ex- 
change pulpits". In Greece the Orthodox Church is served by such bodies as the 
very vigorous and active "Zoe! movement, which encourages the formation of a 
Christian rising generation and conducts special work among laymen (publication 
of Bibles, apologetics and periodicals for young and old, caiw of students, treat- 
ment of the sciences by the branch movement "Aktines'), and in particular by the 
official "Apostoliki Diakonia!", which carries out much of the Church's argument- 
ative programme in social service and ethics. It is surely true to say that the 
Church has become in Greece the champion, even more than before, of the people 
now so much impoverished by war and civil war. 


The explanation of this openness to ecumenical ideas on the part of 
Orthodoxy in Greece and Yugoslavia (the Church of Greece recently joined the World 
Council of Churches) is avowedly the fact that "our Christian brethren in the 
West have manifested real Christian love'', Thus former mistrust of Western 
Christendom, which brought no sort of concern for the Eastern Church during all 
the centuries of Turkish hegemony ("we used to prefer the Turks to the Roman 
Catholics'', said Archbishop Spiridon), has given way to greater confidence, the 
expression of this neighbourliness in the Church. 


While in Greece, the delegation visited Jannina and Salonica (Bishop 
Timotheus), and a number of the surrounding villages, settlements, work centres, 
and youth and refugee camps. When, late in the evening, they arrived in Eleusis, 
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the members of the local Orthodox parish were waiting for them with the priest 
outside the church for a short service of celebration. In Yugoslavia church bells 
were rung to welcome the ecumenical visitors, and hands stretched out to greet 
them. None the less, even this demonstration of strong ecumenical feeling could 
not conceal the difficulties under which the Churches in both countries are labour- 
ing, or certain deficiences in ecumenical understanding such as are to be found in 
other countries as well. 


In Yugoslavia the reception given the delegation by Metropolitan Arseny 
of Cetinje, Montenegro, was the starting-point for other cordial receptions by 
the Patriarch of the Serbian Church, Archbishop Vikenty, in Belgrade, by Bishop 
Dothity of Sremsky Karlovei, by Metropolitan Damaskine of Zagreb (representing 
7,000,000 Orthodox Christians) and by the Reformed and Lutheran religious minor- 
ities, Slovak-, Hungarian-, German-and Croat-speaking (110,000 in Stara Passova, 
Novi Sad, Feketitch and Wrbas), in the fertile areas of the Batchka, Voivodina, 
Croatia and Slovenia, It was noted that the Church possesses full freedom to 
preach, 


The Government Commission for Religious Affairs in Belgrade, headed by 
President Chukovitch and Father Smiljanitch, vice-president of the Presidium of 
the Serb Republic, and its branch organisations in the various federal provinces, 
received the delegation and answered their questions, The Orthodox Church is 
striving, through its Union of Clergy, to which some 1600 of its 2200 clergy be- 
long, to accompany its work of fostering the life of the local church by doing 
all it can on behalf of the Government five~year-plan arising out of the social 
and economic responsibilities of the new régime. The State is responsible for all 
general reconstruction, and is restoring some ruined churches, and in particular 
historic church monuments. The statement that the delegation had come to encourage 
a sense of fellowship with the Churches of Yugoslavia, and at the same time to see 
something of the structure of the new Yugoslav State was welcomed. The improve- 
ment in the standard of living in comparison with the circumstances prevailing a 
few years ago, and even last year, is obvious, 


The Patriarch of the Serbian Church expressed in his speech of greeting 
the feeling of solidarity linking the Christians of Yugoslavia with Christian 
people all over the world. "Our Church in Yugoslavia is", he said, "a part of the 
world-embracing Christian Church, It belongs to the fellowship of Christian wit- 
ness; We are here together to take a common Christian line to establish peace on 
earth, in view of the possibility of future catastrophe", The delegation in 
their answer spoke of the different charismata of the Church, and asked that "the 
Church of Yugoslavia should share its own special spiritual gifts with them and 
with Christians all over the world", 


Visits to the Red Cross and the Peace Union (which is to hold a peace 
congress in October), together with a Press conference, completed the delegation's 
eight-day stay in Yugoslavia, which ended with a journey to see the church at 
Glina, where ten years ago 5,000 Orthodox Christians were murdered by the Fascist 
Ustaschi. 


The ecumenical tour of Greece and Yugoslavia demonstrated the fundament- 
al value and practical significance of this type of intimate contact with church 
leaders and parishes, E.P.S.Geneva 
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Meeting of the Central vommittee of the World Council 
of Churches at Rolle 


Some 120 church leaders and laymen fron different continents met at 
Rolle, Switzerland, from August 4 - 11, under the chairmanship of the Bishop of 
Chichester, Dr George Bell. Vice-chairman was Dr Franklin C. Fry, President of 
the United Lutheran Church in the U.S.A. 


Prominent participants included: Archbishop Athenageras (Oecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople), Bishop 0. Dibelius (Evangelical Church, Berlin), 
Dr A. Koechlin (President of the Swiss Protestant Federation), Dr Martin Nienél- 
ler (Head of Foreign Uffice of the vangelical Church, Germany), Professor T.M. 
Taylor (Aberdeen), Dr R. danikam (Secretary for East Asia of joint Commission 
of W.C.C. and I.M.C.), the Rev. Leslie Cooke (General Secretary, Congregational 
Union of England and iJales), Dr Newton Flew (England), Professor Alivisatos 
(Orthodox Church of Greece), Archbishop Brilioth (Uppsala, Sweden), archbishop 
Rinkel (Old Catholic Uhurch, Leyden), the Rev. Ch. Ranson (General Secretary, 
International Missionary Council), Moderator M, Kozaki (Church of Christ, Japan), 
Bishop Navarro (Philippine), Dean K.C. Joseph (representing Metropolitan of wui- 
lon, Orthodox Syrian Church cf Malabar), Bishop A. Bereczky (Reformed Church of 
Hungary), Professor Glumac (consultant, Orthodox Church of Serbia). Three pre- 
sidents of the World Council attended; Dr John R. Mott, Dr iiarc Boegner, Bishop 
Bivind Berggrav. 


Two main themes were considered by the Central Committee: 


1. Bridge-building between the ecumenical movement for cooperation 
among the Churches on the one hand, and the Christian missionary movement on the 
other. : 


2. How in times of crisis the World Council can hold Christians to- 
gether. 


In his capacity as president, the bishop of Chichester opened the 
meeting and submitted the report from the txecutive Committee, which held its 
meeting at Rolle from August 1 - 3. Regarding the international situation, Dr 
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Bell affirmed that although all the Churches represented in the World Council 
loathe war, "peace is not a magic condition which can be conjured up by the 
stroke of a pen". He added that those who cry out for peace but create strife 
and so intensify divisions are not true friends of peace, "For the World Coun- 
cil to seek to join with other great Churches outside its membership in a gener- 
al appeal for peace now is not a practicable policy and its pursuit would not 
help the general situation", 


Dr Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
described the main developments in the life of the World Council during the last 
twelve months. He pointed out that "from the point of view of the building up 
of the Council the most important action taken at the Toronto meeting of 1950 
was not the resolution concerning the world situation which hes been so widely 
discussed in the press, but the statement on the nature of the World Council 
(The Church, the Churches, and the World Council of Churches). 


"The Council", said the General Secretary, "is not merely - as the 
Archbishop of Canterbury has put it - an emulsion, it is also an irritant", It 
must ask each Church "Whether it iias done and is doing what it ought to do to 
realise the manifestation of the one Church of Christ to the world. It is good 
that the “hurches should be reassured in respect of any fear that they might 
surrender their convictions for the sake of some man-made organisation, But it 
is also good that they should be reminded that they might fall into the hands 
of the Living God, It is therefore essential to continue this conversation on 
the very ‘raison d'étre' of our movement end we hope that the many Churches 
which have not yet done so will study the document critically and send us their 
reactions, That is one of the reasons why the Executive Committee decided to 
make the subject of the "Ecumenical and ilissionary Calling of the Church! one 
of the main subjects on the agenda of this meeting. We hope. that the discus- 
Sion of that subject will be used as an opportunity to make further progress in 
our understanding of the ecumenical task and to interpret it to the Churches as 
an inescapable divine challenge", 


"As to the maintaining of the Christian fellowship, "has not the divi- 
Sion of the world as so often in history found its reflection in a division 
among the Churches"? asked Dr Visser 't Hooft. "We must admit that during this 
last year it has often seemed as if it would be impossible to maintain the 
fellowship of the Vhurches established at Amsterdam... But the Spirit which 
has brought us together, has not ceased to operate. And so this year has been 
a year of renewal of contacts and of restoration of confidence". With only one 
exception none of the Churches most concerned hes given up its membership in 
the World Council, showing by that the price they attach to their membership in 
the wider fellowship. "This is not to say that the maintenance of fellowship 
will from now on prove to be an easy task. The recent developments :in China 
cannot but cause considerable concern, and especially the fact that pressure is 
brought upon the Churches so as to compel them to cut off all forms of communi- 
cation with Churches or ecumenical bodies in other parts of the world. Again 
we regret that in spite of attempts to enter into conversation with the Church 
of Russia, which is not a member Church of the Council, we have so far received 
no replies to our letters but only general communications which cannot be con- 
sidered as contributions to an ecumenical dialogue. But in this whole 
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matter of relationships across political lines of division our dominant note 
should be one of gratitude. Gratitude for the chance to demonstrate that the 
Lord holds us together, Gratitude for... the insight that the Church of Christ, 
like St Paul, can truthfully say today: 'I know how to be abased, and I know how 
to abound... I can do all things in Him Who strengthens me!" 


A seven point statement, "Christians stand for peace!', has been issued 
by the Commission of the Vhurches on International Affairs, the Executive Com- 
mittee of which has met in session at Rolle wder the chairmanship of Dr Kenneth 
Grubb, with the Director Dr 0. F. Nolde, and the President Professor F.M. van 
Asbeck. 


The statement reads; 


"i. As Christians it is our duty to seek both peace and justice. We no 
less than others detest war and we shall do everything in our power to prevent 
present tensions and limited conflicts from leading to a third world war. Yet we 
must neither purchase peace at the price of tyranny nor in the name of justice 
look on war as a way to justice or as a ground 0f hope. 


"2. tie stand opposed to every form of oppression and aggression. We 
condemn any extension of oppression, carried on behind a fagade of propaganda 
for peace. We condem equally the proposal of a preventive war, or the use for 
aggressive purposes of atomic weapons. 


"3. We do not believe that peace will come merely by new pacts or dis- 
armament. There must first be sufficient mutual trust and good faith between 
nations to ensure that agreements will be honored. Peace and disarmament will 


follow from mutual trust; they will not automatically create it. 


"4, In present world conditions peace and justice require international 
organs of law and order. ife therefore fully support all forms of cooperation be- 
tween the nations which will serve this purpose. Believing that the United 
Nations and its agencies present now the best means to develop the rule of law 
over the nations, we condemn unilateral military action in defiance of decisions 
under the Charter of the United Nations. 


achayeghErss urgently for the most generous assistance by the wealthier 
to the poorer/o the world in their economic and social development, and for the 
immediate sharing by all nations in responsibility for the millions of refugees. 


"6, We believe that it is the duty of all governments and of the United 
Nations to recognise the dignity of man as a child of God,. and to protect the 
rights of the individual. Every denial of fundamental rights should be made 
known and resisted. 


"7» Christians can witness convincingly to peace only if they and their 
Churches, in their relations with one another across all frontiers, put loyalty 
to their common Lord above any other loyalty", 
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The Central Committee proceeded with the election of two new residents 
to fill the vacancies left by the death of archbishop Germanos and the resigna- 
tion of Professor Tsu~Chen Chao, a Peiping, China, who has recently announced 


his intention to resign. 


The two new presidents are the Archbishop Athenagoras, who had already 
succeeded the late Archbishop Germanos as Exarch for central and western Europe 
of the Oecumenical Patriarchate of Lonstantinople with residence in London, and 
Miss Sarah Chakko, Secretary of the Commission on Life and Work of Women in the 
Church appointed by the world vouncil in 1950, and Principal of the Isabella 
Thoburn College for women at Lucknow, India. 


The opening meeting of the Central Committee was followed on Sunday 
morning by a solemn ecumenical service in the Cathedral at Lausanne, which was 
well attended by parishioners. The Archbishop Athenagoras said the Apostles 
Creed in Greek, Bishop G. ilay, of Vienna, read the Scripture in German, Bishop 
Berggrav, of Norway, preached in English and Pastor Lavancly, dean of the 
Cathedral, delivered a sermon in [.3snch. Bishop Berggrav spoke of the need for 
genuine humility as a condition of true witness and Pastor Lavanchy of the exam- 
ple of mercy which Jesus Christ, tiho overcame the world, has left to all who 
must live in the world of nations. The Bishop of Chichester concluded with 
prayers of intercession and pronounced the blessing. The ecumenical service was 
preceded and closed by a procession of the members of the Central Committee. 
After the service the delegates were invited to a luncheon by the cantonal 
authorities of Vaud. ; 


The Central Committee unanimously passed a resolution moved by Dr 
Benjamin ways, of the National Baptist Convention (U.S.A.) and seconded by Dr 
G.B. Gerdener, delegate of the Dutch Reformed Church of the Transvaal: 


This resolution reads: “The Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches regrets the inability of certain Churches in South Africa to receive an 
ecumenical delegation of multi-racial character for the purpose of conference 
and fellowship with Churches of South Africa concerning the difficulties arising 
out of the racial question and holds itself in readiness to send such a delega- 
tion when it should be welcome", 


The Central Committee approved a suggestion that South Africa should 
be included in the 1952 itinerary of Dr W.A. Visser 't Hooft and expressed ap- 
preciation of the fact that Rev. Charles Ranson, general secretary of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council, would visit that cowmtry next year to study the 
development of theological education there, E.P.S. Geneva 
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The Central Committee of the world Council of Churches 
at Rolle 


The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, which mat this 
year at Rolle, Switzerland (see EPS No, 32) from August 4-ll, has announced that 
thaThird World Christian Youth Conference is to meet at Travancore, India, in 
Decenber 1952. The first of these conferences took place in 1939 in Amsterdam, 
the second in 1947 in Oslo. 


Three hundred young men and women between 18 and 33 years of age, 
delegates of Christian youth organisations, will be invited. Two hundred of 
these delegates will come from Hast Asian Churches to attend this gathering, the 
first of its kind to be held in the continent of Asia, 


Miss Jean Fraser, Director of the Youth Deparment of the World Council 
of Uhurches, plans to tour Asia during the year preceding the Travancore confe- 
rence consulting with Vhristian youth leaders there, The first months of her 
visit will be spent in India, 


Dr K.M. Simon, a deacon of the Syrian Jacobite Church of Travancore, 
has been appointed Organising Secretary of the Conference. After a stay in 
Geneva for preliminary consultation Dr Simon returns to Travancore in mid-August. 


The Third world Christian Youth Conference is to be convened by five 
world organisations: The World Council of Churches (Youth Department), the 
World! Alliance of Young wen's Christian Associations, the world's Young women's 
Christian Association, the jjorld's Student Christian Federation, the World Coun- 
cil of Christian Hducation, 


More than 81,000 displaced persons have been aided in settling in new 
homes in the United States, Canada, New Zealand, Australia and South America 
through services performed on their behalf by the “orld Council of Churches, re- 
ported Dr Edgar H-S, Chandler, director of field operations for the Council's 
Service to Refugees. 
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Of the total number, 40,000 DP's have arrived in the United States by 
August 1, of this year, and another 26,000 are at present in various stages of 
processing to bring taem to the U.S.A. by January, 1952, 


Of some 15,000 DP's now settled in countries other than the U.S.A. 
through world Vouncil assistance, about 3,000 received full resettlement aid, 
while the remaining 12,000 were provided with various counselling, welfare and 
administrative services by the World Council of Ghurches. 


Dr Chandler described this action as "one of the greatest epics in the 
history of the Christian Church" by which the “unwanted and economic wdesirables 
have been cared for in the name of Jesus Christ", 


He also reported that about 2,000 "institutional cases" had been aided 
by Churches in various countries. These DP's included blind, tubercular, aged 
and otherwise infirm refugees, whc have now been provided with permanent homes 
by Churches in Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Holland, Switzerland, France, Eire and 
Britain, 


The World Council is presently conducting negotiations to settle an 
additional 400 "institutional cases" in the U.S.A., in cooperation with American 
Churches. 


Paying profound tribute to the Churches who made possible "open doors" 
of hospitality for thes "hard core" refugees who would be economic handicaps to 


poth Churches and governments if they had remained behind in Germany, Austria, 


and Italy, Dr Chandler revealed that the world Council is now engaged in provid- 
ing similar resettlement opportunities in Canada for some 800 DP families, These 
latter refugees have some member of the family who is either limbless, “over-age" 
for individual resettlement, or who for other reasons are classed as “uneconomic 
families" because of their size, 


The World Council of Churches resettlement director pointed to the 
extreme importance of this type of Christian concern for the homeless, declaring 
that through such action the world Council and cooperating Churches in various 
countries were helping to remove "the heart of the human problem" in Germany, 
Austria and Italy. 


Looking ahead into 1952, br Chandler told the Central Committee that 
the Council's Service to Refugees has two main concerns on behalf of the 15,000 
homeless DP's remaining in Hurope., These, he said, were to provide aid to re- 
fugees who are unable to resettle to other countries, and to support spiritual 
ministry services of some 200 refugee pastors in Cermany and Austria, plus other 
refugee clergymen in France, Belgivm and Trieste. 


In connection with aid to refugees remaining in Lurope, Dr Chandler 
explained that the world Council is now in a period of transition which will re- 
duce completely its international refugee service staff of some 400 workers, 
transferring this leadership for local establishment of DP's to leaders of in- 
digenous Churches and to refugee church leaders themselves - 
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He added that major resettlement efforts in 1952 will be to aid refu- 
gees to migrate to Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South America, since the 
final deadline for U.S.A. resettlement eligibility had now passed (July 1, 1951). 
Efforts to resettle some 4,000 ethnic German "Volksdeutsche" refugees to the 
U.S.A. will also be continued. 


A general plan for the establishment of a Graduate School of Ecumenical 
Studies was approved by the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. 
The aim of the Graduate School is to help a younger generation of university 
graduates to obtain first hand knowledge and insight into the ecumenical move- 
ment, its background, its goal and its problems and thereby become more effect- 
ive workers for the ecumenical cause of interdenominational cooperation in their 
various countries and Churches. 


Main topics of teaching at the Graduate School proposed ares 


1. History of the Ecumenical Movement 

2. Lectures on the main Christian confessions bearing on doctrine, 
life, worship and attitude to the ecumenical movement, 

3. Study of the theological and ecclesiological (conceptions of the 
nature of the Church) implications of the ecumenical movement. 

4, Study of the ethical and social aspects of the ecumenical movement. 

5, Present day movements of renewal within the various Churches. 
Evangelism and missions seen in an ecumenical perspective, 


Professor Jaques Courvoisier, vean of the Theological Faculty of Geneva 
University, pointed out that the best way to ensure full academic status for the 
Graduate School would be to place it under the joint auspices of the World Coun~ 
cil of Churches and the Geneva University. This proposal had been welcomed by 
the Board of the Zcumenical Institute and by the Council of the Theological 
Faculty of Geneva. 


The general plan for the Graduate School envisages that in general 
students belonging to different branches of learning should participate but at 
the outset students of theology would be invited. 


The Graduate School will be established at the Ecumenical Institute at 


| Bossey and will be one of the principal functions of that Institute, This does 


not exclude attendance by these graduates at lectures at the University of Geneva 
while the courses of the Graduate School are in progress, 


Established in 1946, the Ecumenical Institute has held many study 
courses for men and women of different professions, designed to develop the 
sense of Christian vocation among laymen, 


The teaching staff of the Graduate School will be representative of 
the different Christian confessions, background and theological trends of the 
member Churches of the .orld Council. The instructors of the Graduate School 
will comprise the teaching staff of the Hcumenical Institute, headed by Pro- 
fessor Kraemer, and one or two members of the Geneva Faculty of Theology as well 


a . 
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as temporary lecturers for while or part of a semester. It is hoped to enlist 
the cooperation also of professorsfrom among the Younger Churches and from the 
United States. 


In addition to the lectures and seminars these study courses should 
also provide opportunity for the more advanced students to undertake a good deal 
of personal work and research under competent supervision. 


. The second World Assembly of the World Council of Churches will be 
held at €vanston, Illinois (S.4) in the latter half of August 1954, it was 
decided at the Council's Cmtral Oommittee session held in Rolle under the chair- 
manship of the Bishop of Chichester (Dr George Bell), 


The Christian message of hope will be the keynote of this second 
assembly. A suggestion is being forwarded for the consideration of member 
Churches of the world that the title of the over-all theme might read: "The 
Crucified Lord, the Hope of the World" or "The Crucified and Risen Lord, The 
Hope of the World", 


: Final choice of title will be made at the next annual meting of the 
Central Committee, 


The Central Committee decided to meet at Lucknow, India, from December 
31st, 1952-~January 9, 1953, It will be the first time that the Central Committee 
meets in Asia. The Comittee therefore has made provision for strong representa- 
tion by the Younger Churches of Asia at that meeting. 


Participating in the 1954 Assembly will be 600 delegates and not more 
than 150 consultants from the 158 member Churches of the World Council, 


Six subsidiary topics will be presented at the Assembly by preparatory 
commissions; 


1, Faith and Order ~ following the outcome of the Third World Conference on 
Faith and Order held at Lund, Sweden, in 1952. 


2. Evan elism, viz ~ "The Mission of the Churches to Elements of Society at 
present largely separated from them", 


3. The responsible society in a wrild perspective ~ This commission's task in- 
cludesa survey of the life @ nations and groups involved in serious political 
tensions and transformations; and the challenge to peace, security and responsible 
action which the Churches must face in order to meet widespread needs and fears, 


4, The strug:le for a wrild community (provisional title). 
5. Race Relations 


6, The Christian in his vocation: men and womm in their professional occupation, 
their family life and their participation in the life of the Church, 


ee. 
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Tb plan means to bring home to the rankeandefile of the Churches the 
significance of the Assembly and associate them with its preparations and its 
follow-up, the Central Committee recommended that a preparatory conference be 
held, if possible, in the late sum er of 1952, wth the participation of nation= 
al ecumenical study executives and other representatives of official and volunt- 
ary church agencies, including clergy engaged in pastoral wrks 


The Central Commit tee authorised the enlargement of fhe Preparatory 
Commission on the main theme of the second Assembly to not more than 30 persons» 


A first report draw up by this commission, which met at Rolle from 
July 20-30, is to be forwarded for consideration by the member Uhurches of the 
Worl d Council, with an accompanying letter by its secretary (Dr. WeA.s Visser 
't Hooft, the Council's General Secretary). 


"This report is intended to initiate a discussion among the Churches 
and is not offered as a basic document for the 1954 Assembly," the Comission's 
chairman, Bishop Lesslie Newbigin (Church of South Id ia) pointed out, 


Participants in the first meeting of this commission have included 
Professor Hamilcar Alivisatos (Athens); the Rev. C.G, Baeta (Africa); Professor 
John Baillie (Edinburgh); Professor Karl Barth (Bask); Mrs, Kathleen Bliss 
(England); Professor Emil Brunner (Zirich); Professor Robert Calhoun (Nev: Haven, 
Connecticut); President Edgar Carlson (St. Peter, Mirnesota); Professor Donald 
MacKinnon (Aberdeen); Professor Roger Mehl (Strasbourg); Mr. Francis P, Miller 
(Charlottesville, Virginia); Professor Reino Niebuhr, Miss Leila Anderson and 
President Henry van Dusen, all of New York (U.S.A.); Professor Heinrich Vogel 
(Berlin) and Dr Gustav Wingren (Lund, Sweden), Others unable to attend this 
meeting at Rolle, who have accepted membership of the commission include Mr. 
7.8. Elaot. (Engl nd), Professor Paul Devanandan (India), and Mr Charles lalik 
(Lebanon) e E.P.S, Geneva 
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The Central. Committee and Peace 

On the last day of the session the Central Committee approved the re- 
port, "World Council of Churches and Peace", prepared by the Executive Committee 
and presented by the Bishop of Chichester. This report (which must be distinguish- 
ed from the seven point statement, "Christians stand for peace", issued by the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs - see EPS No. 32, p» 228) 
reads: 


"The Executive Committee has given much thought to the grave situation 
caused by the international crisis which has deepened in various ways since the 
' last meeting of the Central Committee at Toronto in 1950, At its meeting at Bié- 
vres, near Paris, in January 1951, after consultation with a number of represent- 
ative persons who came specially for this purpose, the Executive Committee issued 
a letter to the member Churches of the World Youncil of Churches, as a guide to 
reflection with suggestions for act-on. : 


"In this letter, among other things, the Committee urged the importance 
of a strong sense of responsibility on the part of the church-people, of constant 
vigilance, and of the duty (where possible) of influencing government policies 
towards peace with justice, 


"It is with the same deep conviction of the need of responsible action 
that the Executive Committee has considered proposals that the World Council of 
Churches should seek the support of great Churches outside its membership in 
issuing a general appeal for peace, 


"A11 the members of the Executive Committee, as indeed all the Churches 
represented in the World Council of Churches, loathe war, They realise to the 
full the ruinous consequences with which the world is threatened, should war break 
out. They therefore believe that the utmost efforts should be made at every 
point possible to prevent war starting. But peace is not a magic condition which 
can be conjured up by the stroke of a pen, 


"The present international situation has lasted too long and it is too 
complex in origin to admit of a quick termination or of a simple solution. Nor 
are they true friends of peace who, while crying out for peace, create strife and 
so intensify division. For the World Council of Churches to seek to join with 
other great Churches outside its membership in a general peace appeal now it not 
a practicable policy and its pursuit would not help the general situation, 


tiThe Executive Committee and the Commission of the Churches on interna- 
tional Affairs will not fail to watch for opportunities of cooperation on con- 
crete issues, where there is some promise of a fruitful intervention on just 
grounds. But the Executive Committee is convinced that the right path for the 
World Council of Churches and its member Churches to follow at the present time 
is to pray for God's guidance of all nations and statesmen, and to continue to 
work for and support the utmost concentration of effort by all concerned on the 
‘prevention of war, step by step. This would include the promotion of healthy 
economic conditions in those parts of the world where they are most needed and the 
taking of every practical means that may offer, for the steady reduction of the 
present international tension, 
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"The Executive Committee would be glad if members of the Central Commit- 
tee when questioned on the attitude of the World Council of Churches to peace 
efforts and appeals, would take the opportunity of explaining the nature of the 
policy which the Executive Committee and particularly the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs have consistently pursued and would also call 
attention to the action taken by certain National Councils of Churches and by 


certain Churches in the same direction", E.P.S.Geneva 
Dart eit lt« Friends! Peace Mission 


The mission of seven Friends which went to Russia in July (see EPS 
No. 27), had a busy week in Moscow conferring with religious leaders, with the 
Soviet Union Peace Committee aud with foreign envoys. Among those they inter- 
viewed were the Patriarch Alexius, head of the Russian Orthodox Church. The con- 
versation was felt to be valuable as a step towards cooperation between Christ- 
ians of East and West in a common -ffort to strengthen the prospects of peace. 


The Friends also attended a service in the Russian Baptist Church in 
Moscow. The church was packed with a congregation estimated at 1800. At this 
service one of the Friends read in Russian the Good Will Message issued last year 
by Yearly Meeting. ‘The service closed with the hymn, "God be with you till we 
meet again", 


The group spent one day at the famous Troitsk Sergeivsk Lavra (abbey) 
at Zagorsk, near Moscow. Founded early in the fourteenth century, the Lavra is 
the present seat of the Holy Synod of the Russian Church, The great service they 
attended was on the Feast of St Sergius and was attended by the Patriarchs of the 
Russian, Georgian, Rumanian and Bulgarian Churches, while some 20,000 thronged 
the Lavra and its environs, 


The week ended with visits to Leningrad and Kiev, The fact that the 
mission was invited to Kiev, capital of the Ukraine, is in itself an indication 
of the favourable reception accorded to it, since Kiev is a city to which di- 


plomats from the West are not allowed to travel, E.P.5.Geneva 
FRANCE Death of Professor Alexandre Westphal 


We regret to announce the death in his 90th year of Professor Alexandre 
Westphal at his estate, Messery, in Savoy, France. Formerly professor at the 
Faculty of Theology at Montauban he had been pastor in a parish in central France 
and had a pastorate from 1908-1918 at Lausanne, Switzerland, To make known the 
living truth in the Bible had been his life's task, Author of a widely known 
exposition of the four Gospels "Jesus of Nazareth", he also supervised the publi- 
cation of the "Encyclopaedic Dictionary of the Bibie', E.P.S.Geneva 


NOTE TO SUBSCRIBERS:~ During the annual summer recess special issued of EPS will 
only be published as news of exceptional importance requires, until the full re- 
sumption on September 28, 
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Faith and Order Cozsission Planned for 
1952 Lund Conference 


The Faith and Order Commission met at Clarens, Switzerland, from 
August 14—18, 1951, under the chairmanship of Archbishop Brilioth (Sweden), and 
' was attended by 50 full members, 19 substitutes, nine consultants and 10 youth 
delegates. Representative. of the different ccnfessions, Anglican, Old Catholic, 
Orthodox and Protestants, the participants came from countries rarging from 
India to the United States and from Europe to Japan. Plans were approved for 
4 the Third World Conference on Faith and Order, which is to be held at Lund, Sweden, 


in August 1952. 


Printed reports were received from the three theological commissions 
on "The nature of the Church", "Intercommunion™ and "Ways of Worship". During 
the first week of the Lund conference these three themes will be considered 
respectively in three sections, which will present reports on them in plenary 
: sessions during the second week. Special emphasis is to be given to the topic 
of The Church in these discussions and attention will be given to the influence 

of non=theological factors in promoting or disrupting church unity. 


The commission agreed that non-theologicalfactors should not be made 
the subject of a separate section at Lund but will be considered in relation to 
the three themes disoussed there. In preparation for that a conf»rence on non- 
theological factors is to be convened next November at the Ecumenical Institute, 


Bossey, near Geneva (see EPS No. 33 ). 


The report of the Lund Conference is to be forwarded to the member 
Churches. Out of the discussion at Lund will develop the contribution which 
Faith and Order will make to the second Assembly of the World Council cf Churches 


at Evanston, Illinois, in 1954. 


It was announced that on the opening Sunday of the Lund conference the 
Church of Sweden would hold in the cathedral a service of Holy 


Une 


Bey 
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Communion at which members of the conference would be welcome as communicants. 
One hundred and fifty nine Churches have been invited to send delegates to the 
vonference and a youth group is also to attend, No special invitiation has been 
extended to the Roman Catholic Church, which on previous occasions has made it 
clear that it wourd be unable to bs officially represented, The commission ex- 
pressed hope that some members of the Roman Communion would be able to attend the 
conference as observers, An invitation has been sent to the Patriarch of Moscowe 


Ways to ensure the most effective continuation of the Faith and Order 
movement within the framework of the World Council of Churches after the Lund 
Conference were discussed by the Commission, Proposals with regard to the 
method of future development are being prepared for submission to the member 
Churches for their consideration during the year preceding that conference. The 
commission also authorized its secretay to arrange, after that conference, an 
unofficial consultation attended by delegates from those Churches which are en- 
g aged inaxtual negotiations for unity with other Churches, including Churches in 
Canada, Ceylon, India, Australia and the United States, 


The report of the Youth ‘slegation presented to the Faith and Order 
Commission emphasized the contribution which modern biblical exegesis could make 
towards transcending divisions and expressed the hope that the voice of the Younger 
Caurches would be more clearly heard in the future in the Faith and Order movement, 
In order to keep the right ecumenical balance, the report urged, the Roman form of 
Catholicism should very seriously taken into account alongside the Anglican and 
Orthodox forms, particularly in view of the Biblical basis for discussion of dif- 
ferences, The youth delegation affirmed its belicf that the whole ecumenical work 
would benefit by a fuller integration of the Faith and Order movement in the vork 
of the Workd Council cf Churches, in the background of which the theological prob~ 
lems would thereby be more clearly seeno E.P.S. Geneva 


Executive Committee of the World 
Presbyterian Alliance meets at it Basle 


The Executive Committee of "the Alliance of Reformed Churches through- 
out the world holding the Presb,:terian System" (World Presbyterian Alliance) met 
at Basle, Switzerland, from August 13~-15, 1951, 


It adopted a statement on "The World Presbyterian Alliance in the 
present Ecumenical Situation"; this statement will be :sent to the Constituent 
Churches for study and comments 


The Presbyterian Church in Formosa was admitted as a constituent 
member of the Alliance. 


The Executive Committee decided to postpone the 17th General Council 
of the Alliance from 1953 to 1954. It will take place in the U.S.A., before the 
Second General Assembly of the World Council of Churches, The 16th General Council 
took place in Geneva, Switjyerland, in August 1948, 


The statemsnt of the Alliance includes the following passages; 
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"In the Preamble to the Constitution of the Alliance as adopted in 
1875 we read these words: *In forming this Alliance the Presbyterian Churches do 
not mean to change their fraternal relations with other Churches, but will be 
ready, as heretofore, to join with them in Christian fellowship, and in advancing 
the cause of the Redeemer, on the geheral principle maintained and taught in the 
Reformed Confessions that the Church of God on earth, though composed of many 
members, is One Body in the Communion of the Holy Ghee, of which Body Christ is 
the Supreme Head, and the Seriptures alone are the infallible law,! 


"The Reformed tradition in post-Reformation Christianity is thus by 
' nature ecumenical, that is to say, it is committed to the pursuit of Christian 
unity upon the basis of loyal commitment to the essential verities of the Christ+ 


"In this spirit the Executive Committee of the Alliance at its meet- 
ing in Cambridge, England, in July 1949, affirmed that the supreme purpose of the 
Alliance is not to promote world Presbyterianism as an end in itself, but to make 

_ the Reformed tradition the servant of God's redemptive purpose through the wider 
_ agency of the Church Universal. 


"The Executive Committee of ‘the Alliance of Refcrmed Churches through- 
out the world holding the Presbyterian System' is acutely aware of the perils of 
 ‘ecurenical'denominationalism which can make or wreck the movement towards Christ- 
_ ian unity in the world of today. The Alliance would never desire to be a party to 
preventing the incorporation of one of its member Churches into a wider ecclesiast- 
ical reletionship when the interests of the Christian cause clearly indicated that 

such a consumation was desirable," 


The full. statement is available from the General Secretariate of the 
_ World Presbyterian Alliance, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland, 
sp E.P.S. Geneva 


Study Department Committee 


eee eee ntetie cated 


Consider Plans for Assembly in | 1 1954 


Preparations for the next Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
ain 1954 were discussed at the meeting of the Study Department Committee of the 
Council, July 31--August 4, at Rolle, Switzerland. President Henry P. van Dusen of 
Union Theological Seminary, New York, presided at the meeting, with the Director 
_ of the Department, Dr. N, Ehrenstrom, as secretary. Among those attending were 
_ Bishop Anders Nygren, Sweden; Professor Peter Brunner, Germany; Professor Rein- 
hold Niebuhr, U.S.A., Professor Ioannidis, Greece; Professor Florovsky, U.S.Ac; 
_ Professor Banning and Dr, C.L. Patijn, Holland; and Professor André Philip of 
France. 


The Committee also received reports on the current work of the de- 
partment which is carrying on three major enquiries} The Bible and the Church's 
Message to the World! "The Evanzelisation of Man in siodern Mass Society", and 
"Christian Action in Society". 


The Study Department Comuittee is responsible for the coordination 
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and supervision of the studies preparatory to the second Assembly, which are on 
the following themes (1) Some Aspects of Church Unity (2) Evangelism (3) The 
Responsible Society (4) International Peace and Justice (5) Church and Race Re= 
lations (6) The Christian in His Vocation, Advisory commissions on these topics 
are planned and will begin their work this winter, In the autumn of 1952 explanat- 
ory leaflets will be widely distributed for study in the member Churches and by 
various Church agencies, Factual. and interpretative surveys on the attitude of the 
Churches on these subjects are to be prepared prior tc the Assembly. 


The Committee, in its review of the activities of the Department, heard 
with gratification that considerable vrogress has been made during the past year 
in enlisting broader cooperation in its ongoing study programms, This includes 
special projects on "The Orthodox Church Teday, "Churches end Communism, a 
Special study of the particular responsibility of Christians for the problems of 
European Cooperation, and a study of new experiments in evangelism in industrial 
communities, (A list of the study documents on these topics is available from the 
Study Department, World Council cf Churches, Geneva)» 


It was announced that ar ecumenical symposium on "The Biblical Author- 
ity for the Church's Social and Political Message. edited by Canon Alan Richardson 
of Britain and Dr, Wolfgang Schweitzer of the Study Department Staff, has been 
completed and would be published in the autumn of this year by the SCM Press, 


Londons E.PeS. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Churches issue Labour Sunday Message 


The first Labour Sunday message to be used for special church and 
labour observance on Sunday, September 2, has been prepared by the Department of 
the Church and Economic Life of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A, The message declares:— 


"Men serve God when they strive for brotherhood, freedom and justice. 
It is our Christian conviction that useful work is also a means of serving Gods 
Therefore it is the Christian's responsibility to understand the conditions under 
which men work, to see that work is made meaningful and that it brings a just re- 
wards 


"Christian responsibility calls us to action--wherever, in the midett 
of plenty... there are families who still taste the bitterness of daily poverty, o. 
wherever those who labour as migrants, work without respect accorded to their 
human dignity, without a basis for security... wherever the aged or disabled who 
depend on savings or pensions, or others who depend on small, fixed incomes suffer 
increasing hardships due to the rising cost of living... wherever men are denied 
fair employment opportunities," 


The message pays high tribute to the labour movements! "fight for 
justice, against enormous odds and of en with little means except devotion and 
courage", and addsi= "The fulfilment of ovr comnon dreams of a world in which 
peace and justice prevail, can only come if we, along with the people of other 
lands, look to the Spirit of Godaoo" E.PeS, Geneva 
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GPeal BalTsIN Anglican and Old Catholic Youth Conference 


The Society of St Willibrord recently held a Youth Conference at 
Brighton for young people of the Anglican and Old Catholic Churches, .More than 
80 : attended ., including 01d Catholic delegates from Holland, Germany, Austria 
and Switzerland, 

The conference was the culmination of a series of exchanges of parish- 
ioners, and was the first fullscale gathering of young people of the Churches 
since intercommunion was established twenty years ago. 


Phe position of the Anglican Communion and the Old Catholic Churches 
as bridge-Churches between the Evan.elical Christian bodies and the Roman 
Catholics was frequently mentioned, and in the addresses and in the discwssion 
groups some suggestions were offered how this position might be used, The Old 
Catholics are keen on the ecumenical movement and take a full part in it, They 
are, however, decisively against any attempt at "open communion", and in this 
they were at one with the majority of the Anglican members of the conference. It 
was generally felt that the privilege of intercommunion should be reserved until 
formal relations between the Christian bodies had been satisfactorily completed, 
and not treated as a step towards that completion, 


The great value of the conference lay in the opportuni.ties to get to 
know other Christians and to understand something of their outlook, The problems 
facing them all are remarkably similar, In particular, there are problems of 
the division of the Church, the uncompromising attitude of Rome, and the lack of 


interest in Christianity of so many people to-day. E.P.5. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Americans give $500,000 to Japan 


Christian University 


(New York);- American contributions sent overseas by the Japan 
International Christian University Foundation for the educational institution 
it is sponsoring near Tokyo (see EPS No. 13, 1950), have reached approximately 
$500,000, it was announced at foundation headquarters in New Yorko 


The new remittance will enable the university to admit students and 
begin operating in April 1952, E.P.S. Geneva 


NOTE TO SUBSCRIBERS s~ 


During the annual summer recess special issues of EPS will only bs published 
as news of exceptional importance requires, until the full resumption on 
September 28. 
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ITALY AGAPE Ecumenical Youth Village Dedicated 


AGAPE, the ecumenical village of Christian love, high above the Walden- 
sian valleys of Piedmont, was dedicated in mid-August in the presence of 2,000 
worshippers from many Churches and Bhnds. The ceremony began with a procession 
up to the hillside of youth campers who had helped to construct the road, and 
of Protestant church leaders from different countries. They proceeded to the 
{ central building where a service of worship was conducted by Pastor Achille 
Deodato, Moderator of the Italian Waldensian Church, The central point of the 
liturgy was the opening of the Bible upon the Communion table, 


AGAPE was then dedicated:- "In the name of the Father, of the Son and of 
the Holy Ghost, we dedicate today this village to the service of the Lord in 
the communion of the Universal Church, in order that it may be a temple of love 
revealed by the Cross of Christ, a place of encounter for men reconciled by grace, 
a living witness rendered in work, in meditation and in prayer to the eternal 
reality of the Kingdom to come." 


In this spirit followed in the afternoon the ceremony symbolising the 
offering of AGAPE by the Waldensian Church to the World Council of Churches. 
The significance of the witness of AGAPE was stressed by Pastor Neri Ciampicoli, 
of Bergamo, and by Pastor Georges Fachoud, of the Canton of Vaud and by work 
capers, an Italian, a Swiss, a Frenchman, a German, an Englishman and an 
American, each speaking in his own language. The key of AGAPE inscribed with 
the words, "Love Never Faileth" was handed to the Rev. Robert Tobias, of the 
World Council of Churches. In his speech Mr Tobias thanked the Waldensian 
Church and the Italian Protestant youth for this symbolic gift, emphasized the 
Significance of AGAPE in the unive~cal Church, and the responsibilities of the 
Italian Protestant Youth within the ecumenical movement for the maintenance of 
common ideals.: 


In the evening scenes from an English nativity play and a 13th century 
play of Jacopono da Todi were performed. Five hundred people took part in the 
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service of Holy Communion conducted by Pastor Tullio Vinay, Secretary of the Italian 
Protestant Youth Federations Plans for AGAPE, a free gift of the Florentine 
architect Lepnardo Ricci, include an open air church, with a campanile, the 
addition of a dormitory to the three already completed, and a gallery and a play- 
ground. 


AGATE offérs a unique opportunity for Christian youth throughout the world 
_ to meet and deepen their understanding of the task of the renewal of the church by 
_ sharing in fellowship together, The address is:~ Federazione Unione VALDENSI 


_ AGAPE, Praly-di—Perrero (Turino), Italy, payee Wig reyes 
; 
a The Missionary Obligation of the Church 


4 towards the Jews 


The International Missionary Council's committee on the Christian approach 
_ to the Jews held its annual meeting for the first time in Germany since tle end 
_ of the second world war, earlier this summer, at the Evangelical Academy of t he 
Christopher Foundation, Hemer, in Westphalia, Thirty delegates representing the 
_ British, Euroge an and American sectic..s of the committee, including the Rev. 
_ Charles Arbuthnot and Dr Adolf Freudenberg for the World Council of Churches 
attended and took decisions for preparatory work in view of the enlarged I.M.C. 
_ meeting in Germany from July 4--18, 1952, of the World Council's second General 
r Assembly in 1954, and of the Lutheran World Federation Assembly in Hanover next 
year. 
E 
; 


Dr Gote Hedenquist was appointed the new director of this committee in 
_ succession to Dr Conrad Hoffmann, of New York, who is retiring from this post in 
September. 


f A letter welcoming the committee's meeting in Germany from Bishop Otto 
‘Dibelius, President of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Ger.iany, stated 
_ "Nowhere has the obligation to service to Israel become a clearly indispensable 
: expression of the life of the Church more thm here where such frightful injustice 
_ Was caused to Jewry and to Christians from Israel, We are very conscious that the 
' Church has not done everything that could and must be done to prevent or at kast 
_ to diminish this injustice md that its witness has severely suffered in consequence. 
But we also know that the proclamation of the Gospel among the Jews must not cease. 
We gratefully thank the International Committee therefore for its fraternal help 
in the choice of its venue, towards renewing loosened ties and finding new ways 
_ for an encounter between the Church and the Jews. May God richly bless the Committee's 


“ work ,!! Hieewoa Geneva 
. “Invma Christian Responsibility in Politics urged 


A representative gathering of Christian youthand senior Jeaders took part 

oF in the first summer school organised by the Christian Institute for the Study of 

_ Society and held in the Union Theological College, Bangalare. "In spite of the 

fact that sharp differences of opinion were frequently expressed, because the group 
consisted of men who held strong and divergent conviztions on issues such as 

_ Pacifism, Socialism, Communism and Christian doctrine, a fine spirit of fellowship 
prevailed", writes Dr Paul Devanandan, in the August issue of the National Christ~ 

+e ian Council Review. 
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Summarising the conference, Dr Devanandan points out:— "Our faith stands 
for the redemption of the whole man. But Christians generally... do not 
sufficiently realize that prevailing economic environment, political order and 
social conditions can seriously affect individuals and groups in their under— 
standing of religious values and their application of religious truth to every- 
day relations of practical living." 


Opinion at the conference was unanimous that Christians in India as a 
body cannot adopt any one programme of social action or political reform:— 
"The Church... should be urged to throw its weight into all endeavours to 
secure adequate standards of living, full opportunities for self-development 
and unqualified recognition of individual worth, irrespective of class, creed 
or colour." 


The Institute proposes to issue Periodic bulletins to help a wider 
Christian public to participate intelligently in civic life as responsible 


Christians. #.P.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Death of Salvation Army Commissioner 
Cunningham 


We regret to announce the death at Bromley, Kent, aged 80, of Commissioner 
Alfred G. Cunningham, of the Salvation Army. A genial personality and a devoted 
Supporter of ecumenical co-operation among the Churches, he attended the 1948 
Amsterdam Assembly as Salvation Army delegate and was elected to the Central 
“Committee of the World Council of Churches, taking part in its 1949 meeting at 
Chichester. 


Born at Portsmouth in 1870 he entered the Army service in 1890, served 
in South Africa and at St Helena Frcm 1939-43 he-was chief of staff, International 
‘alvation Arty. He had also been International Secretary for Europe, the United 
States, South America and the British Dominions. He married Colonel Edith 
Colbourne in 1933. _» Author of "Talks with Officers" and "Personal 
Purity", he was Principal of the International Staff College and editor-in- 
chief and travelled widely on behalf of the late General Bramwell Booth«. 

E.P.S,. Geneva 


Message to the Methodists of the World 


In view of the Methodist Ecumenical Conference held at Oxford fron 
August 2&—-September 7, the Presidents of the Methodist Ecumenical Council, 
Bishop Ivan Lee Holt (U.S.A.) and Dr Wilbert F. Howard (Great Britain) have 
issued a Message to the Methodists of the World, which includes the following: 


"The facile optimism of the later nineteenth century has given place to 
&@ realistic mood, which forbids complacency, For years past boasting has’ been 
excluded and the Church has subjected itself to a ruthless self~criticism. Old 
rivalries and animosities within Christendom are losing their force, Reunion 
is the order of the day. That movement, inspired by the Holy Spirit which 
brought the Churches so close together at Edinburgh in 1910, has advanced until 
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the World Council of Churches was formed, with the Amsterdam Conference of 1948 
as a clarion call to Christians throughout the world, 


‘le of the Methodist family are in the full swing of that world-wide move- 
ment. We have our own part to play. Our loyalty is pledged to the World 
Council, and we can only rejoice that Methodism has lost its denominational life 
to life again in a wider fellowship in the United Church of Canada and in the 
Church of South India, We look forward with eager hope to a similar union of the 
Christian faces in Ceylon and North India." 


The conference, the eighth of such international gatherings, follows that 
held in Springfield, U.S.A., in 1947, and is being attended by some 50O represent- 
atives of Methodist Churches in Britain, the United States, Germany, Scandinavian 
countries, Switzerland, Belgium, Poland, Austria, Italy South Africa, West Africa, 
Central and East Africa, India, Ceylon, Burma, China, Japan, Canada, West Indies 


and Sovth Americas. E.P.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITATY Conf=rence of Christian Youth 


Tiore than 1,000 delegates, aged 18-~30, official representatives of different 
denominations from all parts of the British Isles, and nearly 200 visitors from 
Europe, the U.S.A, and the British Commonwealth, attended the British Conference 
of Christian Youth which opened at Bangor, North Wales, on Aucust 24, The Rev, 

D. Jones-Davies preached at the opening service, which was conducted by the 
Rev. Kenneth Slack, Deputy-chairman of the British Council of Churches Youth 
department, convenors of the conference. 


A message to the conference from Princess Elizabeth said:- "It is, I think, 
a very inspiring thought that so many young people of different countries and of 
different denominations should come together in frimdship to consider the mean- 
ing of the Christian Gospel in our lives today. I am sure you will find in its 
truth a real bond of understanding which will draw you ever closer together though 
still remaining loyal and faithful to your own traditions. I pray that you may 
find this, for unity. and understanding between different peoples can be nothing 
but a grace and. blessing." 


A message of greeting to all participants from the Archbishop of Canterbury 
Said:- "I... pray that you may all enter into a very happy and strengthening 
experience which will deepen your fellowship in the service. of Christ and of 

His cause among men‘, Professor William Manson, D.D. Edinburgh University, 
expressed, as Vice~President, British Council of Churches "the very real interest 
and expectancy with which the Council regards this very important event in 
ecumenical history....". 


Leading overseas visitors to the conference has been Miss Jezn Fraser, 
Director, World Council of Churches Youth Department, E.P.S. Geneva 
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fio. 36. Eighteenth Year September 7, 1951. 
GREAT BRITAIN Young Christians disturbed by disunity of the 


S Churches. 

q One thousand young people, mostly under 25 years, who attended 
the British Conference of Christian Youth at Bangor, North Wales, 
(August 24-31: see E.P.S.No.35), convened by the British Council of 
Churches, included many trades and professions and 200 visitors from 
Joverseas, among them 30 from Asia, 20 from Australia, 35 from 

“Germany and 25 from the United States. The conference passed no 
resolutions, nor did it create any new organisation. Delegates 

‘heard lectures, participated in discussions and asked searching 
‘guestions of the lecturers and of themselves. 


. In the series of lectures on the Christian faith Professor 
Herbert Butterfield (Cambridge) spoke on "God's revelation of 
Himself in history"; Professor C.A. Coulson, physicist (Oxford) 
‘on "God's self-revelation in His creation" and the Rev.David Read 
(Edinburgh) on "God was in Christ". In the other lecture series, 
"Man's Response", speakers were:- Mr. John Edwards, M,P., 

Dr. Charles Morris (heeds University), the Rev. George She 

(Hong Kong) and the Bishop of Bangor. 


De tes, led by chairman, met in four sections to | 
discuss Pein tn ee aa. Work, International Affairs, Education 
and - largest of all ~- Evangelism, In 40 groups which met each 
day the central point of discussion proved to be: The Christian 
faith -- what it is -- and how it is to be presented. Early in 
“the conference these young people were disturbed by the need Tees 
“hold two separate Communion services. Most of them attended bo : 
Services, the Anglican and the Free Churches. Many groups discusse 
this division and how it had come about. On the subject of Mi, 
religious education, the provision in the Education Act for Bee ip 
and instruction in schools, and how best to use this UN oe y was 
eonsidered and the need for improvement in the Churches youth 
work and in the Sunday schools was urged. The conference 


"4 : in Bangor -Cathedral. 
oncluded with choral evensong & pee amaatne. 
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GREAT BRITAIN Methodist Hcumenical Conference. 


The Methodist Hcumenical Conference, which opened at 
Oxford on August 28 (see EPS No. 35) under the presidency of the 
mev. W.!. Howard, D.D., heard an address from Dr. Lynn Hough, of 
New York, in the course of which he stressed what Methodism has 
to learn from other Churches. 


He pointed out:- "The non-theological Church is always a 
dead Church, The Christian religion must be made intellectually 
_ commanding if it is to be morally compelling or spiritually satis- 

fying or socially effective. ‘Jhenever the political usurns the 
place of the spiritual the Church is taking the wrong way. ‘yhen- 
ever the intellectual analysis takes the place of Christian ex- 
perience and Christian action the Church is moving upon a false 
path. When Christian feeling is made a substitute for Christian 
action the Church suffers from a process of emasculation. The 
history of all Churches is full of warning as well as of inspir- 
BVO. +» 


Professor Cecil Pawson, Vice-President of the Conference, 

said:- "We live in an age when Millions never read the Bible... 

We need more Christian propagandists. Happily, the Press is, 
_ more than at any time in my life, giving space to religious news. 
) We must, however, have news which is news instead of outworn 
» announcements of a Church event held months earlier... There is 
' great scope for the production of what used to be called religious 
_ tracts, particularly outside Churches." 


< The Anglican Bishop of Manchester (Dr. W.D.L. Freer), who 

» conveyed the greetings of the Archbishop of Canterbury, said that 

' he himself had taken part in many reunion discussions, from which 

' he had come away with three convictions:- The faith of the Church 

' should take precedence over the order of the Church; the gap 
which divided the historic Christian Communions from one another 
was to be regarded as a schism within the family, within the Church 
itself:.... and that self-conscious denominationalism would never 
bring them closer together. 


i The Conference was preceded by a public meeting in the 
Central Hall, Westminster, London, addressed by Bishop J. Chamberlain 
Baker (chairman of the Board of Bishops of the Methodist Church, 
U.S.A.); Bishop Zrnst Sommer (Methodist Church, Germany); the Rev. 
J.B. Webb (President, Methodist Church, South Africa); the Rev. 

G.B. Acquaah (chairman, Gold Coast District, West Africa); and 
the Rev. C.C. Pande (chairman, Bengal District, India). 
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-OHINA New Diocese of Hong Kong 


; The Diocese of Victoria, Hong Kong, which formerly 
‘extended across the whole of South China, has again been 
divided. Some time ago the western area of the diocese was 
made into the Yun-Kwei diocese, and recently another division 
thas become necessary. By mutual agreement between the Diocesan 
Synod and the House of Bishops of the Chung Hua Sheng Kung 

Hui (that is, the Anglican Church in China), that part of the 
sdiocese which is in British-administered territory has now 
“been made into a Separate diocese. 


4 It is obviously desirable, points out the (Anglican) 
‘Church Information Board, that all Chinese institutions and 
sorganisations, including the Church, should be free of every 
Nappearance of foreign influence and control; the change fulfils 
Btnis condition. The Bishop of Hong Kong intends to observe the 
"faith, order and worship of the Sheng Kung Hui, but he will 
"have no connection with the House of Bishops. The name of 

his diocese will in future be Kong-O, which is the Chinese 
"equivalent of Hong Kong —- Macao. The Bishop-of South China, 
the other diocese, will reside at Canton. E.P.S. Geneva. 
‘SOUTH AFRICA Christian work camp in Transvaal 
é Students and: members of diitferent professions and 

Protestant denominations, including South Africans, friends 

‘from Bechuanaland Protectorate, a Frenchman and a Swiss 

pastor took part this summer in a Christian work camp of 
dnterdenominational and inter-racial character led by the 

Rev. Dante Anderson at Wilgespruit, north of Roodepoort, 
Transvaal, this summer. They have constructed a small dam 

“Go provide the camp with drinking water and have also been 
mending roads, repairing bungalows and erecting fences in order 
“to make the camp a permanent vacation and conference centre. 
“The purpose of the camp has been to find in work and prayer a 
“true basis for human relationships in Jesus Christ. 


| Services of worship were prepared by Pastor Robert Lombard 
‘of the Swiss Mission in South Africa, who had taken part in the 
1949 ecumenical youth camp at Berlin, sponsored by the World 
“Council of Churches! Youth Departrent. As at the Iona 

Community in Scotland the blessing was pronounced not at the 
‘Morning service but at the end of the day's work. act tee Gh 
proposed to hold another camp with international participation 

om 1952. E.P.S. Geneva. 
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GiRMARY. (O0th anniversary and re-dedication of St. Mary's, 
Liibeck. 


3 Thousands of churchpeople from different regions of 

Germany and representatives of Churches from various other 

dur joean countries attended the re-dedication by Bishop (ohannes 
Pautke, of Liibeck, of the 700-yeur-old St. Mary's Church 
(Marienkirche), Libeck. The church had been burned out in war- 

‘time and the first phase of its restoration has now been com- 

' pleted. The German Federal Chancellor, Dr. Konrad Adenauer, 

) recalled that clergy and laity of the Hvangelical community east 

'of the Ocer-Neisse line had been meeting within the Sain! of 
this restored church. The Hanseatic city of Liibeck had accepted 

-almost as many expelled persons from the Zast as its own population, 

The Chancellor emphasized the way in which the Christian Churches 

linked together Germans on both sides of the Iron Curtain. 


3 head 


| Bishop Hanns Lilje, of Hanover, vice-chairman of the Council 
)of the #vangelical Church in Germany, Preaching in St. Mary's Church, 
' said that this ceremony should witness to the spirit in which fore- 
fathers had built this house of God. In a world in which cinemas 
and office buildings were being reconstructed, the Christian commun- 
ity owed it to the world that places of worship as well as human 
habitations should be rebuilt. 


eee 


? Ti conjunction with this ceremony the “Conference of the 

_seattered Home Church" was held at Litbeck with numerous particip- 

“@tion of refugees from Churches beyond the Oder-Neisse CE aS ops 
gathered together for the first time, The Modcrater of Kyodan 

Bethe Uuited Church of Japan), Dr. Michio Kosaki, conveyed greetings 
_to the conf3rence from the Younger Churches of Asia. 


he 


Ey 


7b... Geneva. 


Wote to Subscribers:- During the annual summer recess special 
issues of @.P.S. are only being published as news of exceptional 
importance requires, until the full resumption om. September 28, 
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i High Commissioner's tribute to Cliurches 
action on refugees 


( Geneva ), When presenting his report on the situation in Europe 
to the Social Committee of the Economic and Social Council at its 13 th session 
here the U.N, High Commissioner for Refugees ( Dr GaJ, van Heuven Goedhart ) 
recalled that in February 1946 the World Council of Churches at its first meeting 
after the war had called upon the United Nations to make provision for the 
appropriate settlement of all transferred populations in their new home, He 

| emphasized the connection between the problem of the refugees, for whom he was 
responsible and that of the much larger number of expellees and refugees -- 
 9,000,000-in Western Germany alone + ~ who were not at present the concern of the 
United Nations, He paid a tribute to voluntary agencies, both international and 
national, who " have done and are continuing to do mgnificent work on behalf of 
the German refugees " . 


mee eee Se 


: The High Commissioner warned that if a permanent solution to the 

( general refugee problem were not found, it might become " one of the most 

_ intractable political problems in Europe " and might be " a threat to international 
peace and security ", He declared : - " It is a challenge to the United Nations 
and if the problem is accepted, I am sure that the problem can be solved, " 


‘ 
‘* 


The Economic and Social/approved the establishment of an advisory 

- committee to advise the High Commissioner, at his request, in the exercise of his 
functions, One of the main reasons adyanced by the Commissioner for the establishment 
of this committee was that there was no organ of United Nations which enabled him 

to have the advice not only of U,N, member states but also of important states 

of asylum to refugees ( both neutral and ex - enemy countries ) which are not U.Ne 
"members » Such a committee, he pointed out, would be little use wmless it included 
“representatives of Germany, Austria, Italy and Switzerland. hip aN 
4 


7 

- 
. 

- 


No. 37 ~ September 14, 1951 m2 251 


GERMANY The CHURCH and conscientious objectors 


Two meetings of) German Church leaders have recently considered the 
position of conscientious objectors. 


The Fraternal Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany which 
met at Darmstadt from September 4 — 5 under the chairmanship of Dr Martin 
Niemdller, discussed the problem of peace, including matters which for months 
past have been the subject of public controversy concerning the question of 
German contribution to military defence, A number of proposals were then for + 


warded for consideration by the Gouncil of the Evangelical Church in Germany 


( EXD ), which met under the chairmanship of Bishop Otto Dibelius at Tubzing, 
Bavaria, from September 6 - 7 . EKD considered plans of the Bundestag(Lower House) 
of the German Federal Parliament ( Bonn ) to legislate on the position of 
conscientious objectors to military service, EKD issued a request to its 
constituent churches to bring the peace message issued by the General Evangelical 
Church Synod at Berlin - Weissensee in 1950, once more to the attention of 
congregations ¢ 


The Synod's message, " What can the Church do for peace ? " 
mentioned above, contained the following passage : - " We urge the Governments 
and representatives of our nation to allow no power of the world to drive them 
into assuming that a war could solve and transform our need, We would welcome 
therefore most hopefully legislative protection by Governments of those who 


refuse military service on grounds of conscience, We urge all governments of 


the world to accord this protection. He who, for conscience’:s sake, refuses 
military service, should be assured of the intercessions of the Church, 


EKD expressed renewed thanks for many years work as Director of 
the Evangelical Church relief agency ( Hilfswerk ) of Dr Eugen Gerstenmaier, 
who relinquishes this task on October lo 


E.P.S :Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Methodist appeal for world ~ wide 


os 


( Oxford ) The Methodist Ecumenical Conference ( see EPS 35-36 ) 
which concluded its fortnigh's session at Oxford on September 7, has sent an 
appeal to Methodists for an evangelical mission to be held throughout the world 
in 1953. <A constitution was set up providing for representation on the Methodist 
Ecumenical Gouncil of every branch of Methodism, To maintain the activities of 
the Council, it was decided to establish a permanent secretariat which is to 
have offices in the United States and in Britain. A memorial to John and Charles 
Wesley is to take the form of an ecumenical centre in Oxford. A special committes 


has been appointed to further this project. 
E.P.S Geneva 


HUNGARY Evangelism featured at Protestant Churches! 
ee ner anon ee A ES A EL, ES 


summer conferences. 


Problems of evangelism and Bible study today were in the fore- 
ground of series of summer conferences held by Protestant Churches in various 
parts of Hungary this summers Representatives of all parishes, pastors and 
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their wives and church wrkers have been taking part in different conferences 
organized by the Hungarian Reformed Church. Special attention was given to the 
task of leading children into, experience of the Christian faith, states the 
Hungarian Church Press Service, Gatherings convened by the Hungarian Lutheran 
Church included " quiet weeks " with an evangelistic programme attended by 

1,000 children, and also district conferences held in parishes. At one of the 
Hungarian Baptist conferences held at the " Bethesda " mission retreat on the 
shores of Lake Balaton a special study course was given and sermons were preached 
on various aspects of St. Paul's apostolic mission, Hungarian Methodist Church 


leaders are personally conducting the training of pastors and conferences on 


youth work are being held, 
E.PeS. Geneva 


HUNGARY Bishop Bereozky's letter to Professor Chao 


( Budapest ) Bishop Albert Bereezky President of the General 
Convention of the Hungarian Reformed Church has sent the following letter to 
Professor Tsu + Chen Chao, in China, following the latter's resignation as a 
president of the World Council of Churches ( states the Hungarian Church Press 
service) : + 

" Dear Professor Chao, 


It is a real joy for me to able to write to you. I had planned 
it for a long time, but now I jannot wait any more, 


I attended the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches as the representative of the Hungarian Protestant Churches, As you 
can see from my enclosed speech, I came to the conclusion, during the meeting, 
that I could only attend it as an observer, You probably know the stand I have 
taken against the unfortunate and unjust statement adopted by the Central 
Committee in Toronto, as I have explained in my open letter to Dr.Visser't Hooft 
a year ago, 


_ The present meeting of the World Council of Churches was unable 
to make good the mistakes of the past, But I could see and I experienced in 
personal talks that in the Central Committee there are many Christians belonging 
to all kinds of nations, America, England, France, Germany, Australia, India 
and many others, who agree with us or at least understand us. 


| It ig therefore a great satisfaction for me to be able to tell 
you how many expressed before me the respect they have for yourself and for the 
decision you have taken. 


I wish God's blessing for you, for the Chinese Christians and 
for the whole Chinese people in the new venture in which are engaged. Not only 
all Asia but we Christians of Europe, too, follow you with deep interest and 
affections 


With heartiest wishes for God's blessing and guidance, and 
with true brotherly affection, Yours 


Albert Bereczky "“ . 
E-P.S, Geneva 
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" Man in 2oth Century " debated by Christian 
and seoular thinkers 


( Geneva ) . The sixth of the annual series of " International 
Encounters " brought together at Geneva from September 5 - 15 secular and 
_ Christian litterateurs, philosophers and theologians from different Buropean 
countries for discussion of different aspects of the theme ; " Knowledge of Man 
_ in the 2oth Century ' . The black man and his indigenous culture, too often 
- misunderstood and underrated by white people was presented by the Paris ethnologist, 
_ Professor Marcel Griaule, and discoveries in the field of psychotherapy by 
_ Professor Henri Baruk, The French novelist Jules Romains suggested that while 
¥ mankind today felt itself psychologically liberated from internal taboos of the 
_ Past, it was more than ever susceptible to pressure from environment, including 
» fear of others. Maurice Merleau — Ponty, protagonist of existentialism, expounded 
_ the contingent character of man's knowledge, due to awareness of psychological 
_ motivations, He analysed the ambiguities in which national governments are 
_ involved in seeking to justify to their own people the expediencies of their 
_ Political policies. Describing the difficulty in reciprocal wnderstanding between 
_ Christians and agnostics, he declared that there was a gulf between " those who 
_ know and those who do not " . The Dominican Father Maydieu ( Editor of the Paris 
review " La vie Intellectuelle " ) replied : " Christians are not those who know, 
but those who believe, F st 


- 


’ Most largelv Aftende* 62 these conferences was. tnat held in the 
pall of the.nefrormatio , Veneva, av wnisth uc Jesuit Father Jéan Vanielou spuxe 
on Hunaniém ana Unristanity ", foilowes ‘by thé Frénch terormed Chureh Fastor 
_ Charles Westphal on " The Christian knowledge of man " on the same evening The 
Validity of crude deterministic assumptioms is now outdated and the relative 
Character of all social and economic systems is evident, said Father Danielou, 
_ "We live in a world today where everything is possible — the worst and the 
best. Confronted by the nihilism of such freedom, modern man could only find 
_ deliverance in the generosity of adoration, in the acceptance of divine 
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transcendance and in faith in the power of God to accomplish His purpose for 
mankind, The crucial problem of our time is the drama of Christian disunity in 
the face of the unity which is God's will, " 


Pastor Westphal said : ~ We are more conscious here today of 
what unites us as Christians than of what divides us, Christian knowledge of 
mankind is not another category of knowledge, distinct from or superior to other 
forms of knowledge, but it gathers them together and transforms them. Christians 
are subject to the same weaknesses as other human beings but they trust in Jesus 
Christ who lives today as our contemporary, knows all evil and has prepared 
salvation from it. Christian knowledge is not therefore intellectual security, 
for nothing is worse than spiritual pride, but rather an adventure in faith, It 
is the " Yes " which we give to the love of Christ, drawing us, in submission to 
love and compassion, towards other people " , 

EoP oS, Geneva 


GERMANY Old Catholics elect coadjutor bishop 


( Heidelberg). The Old “Catholics of Germany meeting at the synod 
held at Heidelberg in August have elected as coadjutor - Bishop Hans Josef Demmel, 
Dean of Munich, aged 61. Demmel has taken an active part in the provision of 
spiritual care and of accommodation for the many refugees who have arrived from 
Sudetenland, The number of Old Catholics receiving pastoral care in Bavaria is 
reported to have doubled as the result of these arrivals and of Dr Demmel's 
efforts in their behalf, 

E.P.S, Seneva 


GERMANY Old Catholic theologians meet at Bonn 


( Bonn ) Theologians of the Qld Catholic Churches from Austria, 

Germany, the Netherlands and Switzerland met here for a week's conference 

following the first conference held at Amersfoort in 1950, Addresses on the 

authority of the Scriptures and historical criticism were delivered by Pastor 

K, Stalder of Berne, and Professor PoJ. Mann, of Utrecht, and on the Old Catholic 

Principle of tradition by Professor U. Kury, from Olten, Switzerland, and Professor 

P.J. Jans from Amersfoort. These addresses and one by Dr Js Zeimet on the sacrament 

of penance will be the subject of special research and the results will be given 
at the 1952 conference at Vienna. Pastor Ps Pfister, from Frankfurt, spoke on the 

co operation of laymen in the Church and on the reactions in the Roman and non « 

Roman Churches following the promulgation of the new dogma of the corporal 

Assumption of the Virgin Mary. 

EeP.S, Geneva 


CHINA Churches! relations with U.S. missions 
decreed severed 


The Chinese Administrative Council has issued regulations decreeing 
cessation of activities by American missions and severance of relations with them 
of all Christian churches and organizations, writes a correspondent. These 
regulations further stipulate that, as regards American personnel working in Chinese 
Churches and in Christian organizations : = 


' 1, Those who oppose the People's Government in word or deed must 
be deposed, and those who have committed any crime, must be handed over to the 
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Government for punishment, 


' 2, Those who wish to leave will be permitted to return to their 
homeland. 


" 3. Those who do not have reactionary records and who are claimed 
by the Chinese Christian Churches and organizations as essential, and are supported 
by them, may remain in China ; but they shall not be permitted to hold any 
executive authority. / 


It is further decreed : — " Religious schools, such as colleges, 
secondary and primary schools, which are maintained by Christian Churches and 
organizations, must be separated from the Churches and the buildings used by the 
schools must be allocated to them for educational purposes. If buildings are 
shared with Christian churches and organizations, local governments must issue 
directions dealing with the actual situation, * 


' If mission boards wish to give their properties in China to the 
Chinese Christian Churches, the gift may be accepted, provided there are no 
conditions attached and that the Government approves. 


" Churches ‘buildings and offices used directly by self- supporting 
Chinese Churches, the YMCA and YWCA, will be exempted from paying governmental 
taxeSe+.+s.e Chinese Christian Churches and organizations, which rent buildings, 
must protect their right to do so, and pay taxes according to regulations "¢ 


4 clause in the regulations defines the manner in which self-governing 
and self — supporting churches and organizations may apply for government approval 
to recall money deposited outside China before December 29, 1950, Another clause 
requires " churches and their dependent agencies, supported by foreign funds, to 
apply for special registration, or refusal, without delay oeeooo" » 


Ee Pas o Geneva 


USA » Christian Student Assembly attacks 
race discrimination 


( Richmond, Indiana ). Some 140 delegates attended the General 
Assembly of the United Student Christian Council which met here September 1 - 8 
and issued a statement on racial discrimination declaring : "The minority groups 
will no longer tolerate being second ~ class citizens, And God's judgment 
demands that we do not treat them as such " This national federation recommended 
to its 14 denominational member agencies fir fundamental concerns for college 
discussion during the coming year : — Racial discrimination, academic, freedom, 
" Mc Carthyism " ( Senator Mc Carthy's * smear " propaganda and its effects on 
public opinion ), the problem in finding the facts, and the problems of peace 
and ware 


Associatipn " in principle " with the National Council of Christ 
in the USA was approved by the Assembly, subject to a referendum among members 
of the United Student Christian Council during the forthcoming year, 

EoPoS. Geneva 
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SWITZERLAND Methodist Peace Seminar 


Under the leadership of Dr Charles S, Boss, President of the Commission 
for World Peace of the General Conference of the Methodist Church, U.S.A., 40 
delegates from Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Norway, Sweden, 
Switzerland and Algiers and Tunis met at Zurich from Sept«mber 10-13 to attend 
the annual Methodist Peace Seminar, 


Over-all theme of this year's Evropean seminar was "What can the Method- 
ist Church do for peace?" Problems of world peace in the present state of inter~ 
national tension were considered but the main emphasis in the discussions was 
laid on the spiritual basis, on seeking the lasting peace of God and the need 
for man to enter into the right relationship with Jesus Christ and so to becomes 
reconciled with fellow-men, This Uhristian propaganda for peace is to be carried 
on in congregations and in youth camps arranged by the Methodist Churches. 


Dr Charles Boss headed a party of American Methodists who visited France, 
Italy, Switzerland and Yugoslavia in the course of their summer tour of Europe. 
B.P.S. Geneva 


NETHERLANDS International Deaconesses' Federation Admists German 
Associations 


The third meeting since its establishment in 1946 of the International 
"Diakonia!! Federation was held at Utrecht and the Hague from September 1 - 7, 
and was attended by members from 14 different countries, including for the first 
time representatives from Australia, India and the United States, The four 
German Associations of deaconesses comprising 40,000 sisters have been admitted 
to the Federation, Reports presented at this meeting included consideration of 
Church and State relationships as they affect the work of deaconesses. Dr J.van 
der Spek, of Rotterdam, addressed the meeting on "Psychotherapy and care of sovls" 
and Professor J. Waterink on "Youth and Vocation", 


The Dutch authorities participated in various of the Federation's 
sessions and a reception to members was given by the Ecumenical Council of the 
Netherlands, Members attended an evening communion service according to the 
rites of the Dutch Reformed Church at the close of the meeting. £.P.S.Géneva 


Dr_leiper Reports on Visit to Australia and 
New Zealand 


(New York)s:- Australia anc New Zealand are church-conscious countries, 
but this is not always evident from church attendance, said Dr Henry Smith Leiper, 
Associate General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, after his return 
from a three-months official visit there, His flying trip took him over 39,000 
miles (see £PS No. 25). 


The trip was made at the request of the Australian and New Zealand Coun 
cils of Churches. Dr Leiper carried heavy speaking schedules, making 189 speeches 
and giving 28 radio broadcasts, besides participating in innumerable conferences 
and other gatherings. 
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"All through New Zealand and Australia", Dr Leiper reported, "I found 
the keenest interest in the ecumenical movement in general and the World Cotincil 
in particular... There is, however, a certain lack of information in most areas 
of both countries, concerning the extent of inter-church cooperation that actual- 
‘ly exists both in their own countries or on a world-wide scale", 


Dr Leiper reported that both countries have taken a big hand in receiv- 
ing DPs and refugees. "The Churches", he said, "are working hard to make them 
feel at home. The Churches are also backing strongly a movement to make their 
people realise that they must produce more food for the hungry world, since they 
have plenty of space for it, The rural population is diminishing at a danger- 
ous rate, and if this trend to the cities is not checked, two of the greatest 
potential granaries in the world will be importing food... 


"The people in Australia and New Zealand are predominantly Protestant. 
(Roman Catholics make up only 18% of the church population in Australia; 9% in 
New Zealand), Anglicans account :or by far the largest proportion in both 
countries, but there is a strong Presbyterian Church also, and a good representa~ 


tion of many of the free Churches..." E»P,S Geneva 
FORMOSA Christian Hill Tribes 


The island of Formosa, or Taiwan as the Chinese call it, was under 
Japanese rule from 1895 until 1945, The Japanese authorities refused to permit 
the evangelisation of the aborigines of the island. All that could be done was 
to persuade a few of them to enter the Canadian Mission Bible School at Tamusi 
in the hope that they might return to evangelise their own people, but this was 
but a slender chance, When, however, the missionaries were able to return to 
the island after the war, they discovered a quite unexpected movement had taken 
root among these aborigines, Through the devotion and teaching of a handful of 
Christian aborigines a congregation of over 7,000 strong had grown up secretly 
in the mountains. The full story is told by the Rev. Edward Band in a booklet, 
"He Brought Them Out", published by the British and Foreign Bible Society . 


The next state in this remarkable development is the translation of the 
Scriptures into the languages spoken by these tribes, The B.F.B.S. has just 
printed in Hong Kong for shipment to Formosa 3,000 copies of St Matthew's Gospel 
in the Bunun tongue. Bunun is the first tribal language of Formosa to be re- 
duced to writing and this is the first book they will have in their own tongue. 

Hitherto the Bibles used in the island have been Japanese and Chinese. 
#.eP.S. Geneva 


GERMANY WCC Inaugurates New Home for Over 400 Aged Refugees 


(Dornstadt)z- A new $450,000 home for over 400 aged refugees was 
inaugurated here on September 22 by the World Council of Churches, in coopera- 
tion with the Ihternational Refugee Organisation and the Inner Mission division 
of the Evangelical Church of Wirttemberg-Baden. 


Nearly two years in planning and building, the 12-unit centre is situat~ 
ed on the site of a former landing field used by the German airforce, and in- 
_ Cludes 143 acres of land given for the wWCC-initiated project by the Government 
_ of Wirttemberg~Baden. 


; 
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Included are fiven' modern dormitories which will house 429 aged dis- 
placed persons and other refugees, plus workshops, a recreation centre, farm 
buildings and animals, a garden and other necessary facilities, 


Central attraction of the refugee community is a unique L-shaped church 
building, specially designed and built for its purpose, It features separate 
Protestant and Orthodox chapels which are joined by a common entrance, in turn 
surmounted by a single steeple, 


Speaking at inaugural observances, Dr idgard H.S. CHandler, director of 
field operations for the {ICC's Service to Kefugees, termed the unusual worship 
centre " awonderful symbol which joins together two Churches, two traditions and 
many languages under one steeple, beneath which common praise and thanks will be 
given to Almighty God" , 


Dr Chandler added, "This church is also a living symbol of the love of 
God's children for each other, and will become a place for mutual aid, Above 
all", he concluded, "it is a common witness of the love of God in Jesus Christ", 


Administrative responsibility for the home's operation has been turned 
over to the Inner Mission of the German Evangelical Church by the International 
Refugee Organisation, agency of tne United Nations which provided funds for its 
establishment. 

Too old for emigration, most of the home's inhabitants are either Pro- 
testant or Orthodox, ranging in age from 55 into the niretizs, In addition, a 
dozen Buddhist Kalmucks are also included, Abou 10% of the home's residents 
will be aged Germans or German refugees, and eventually the home will revert com 
pletely to care for over-age Germans, 


Aided by a welfare worker from the WCC's Service to Refugees, the old 
folks will receive care fron deaconesses of the German tivangelical Church, and 


Operating funds will be provided by the German government, B.P.S Geneva 
BRAZIL Lutheran Churches Urged to be "Ecumenical 
Pillar" 


(Curitiba}s- The Lutheran Churches of the world "together must become 
a pillar" under the World Council of Churches and other ecumenical movements, Dr 
5.0. Michelfelder, executive secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, told a 
conference of Latin-American churchmen, Answering the question as to whether a 
strong federation of Lutheran Churches would be in competition with the ecumenic- 
al movement, Dr Michelfelder said that just the contrary is true. "The Lutheran 
World Federation", he explained, "has pledged itself in its constitution to 
foster Lutheran participation in ecuumenical movements’ , 


Other aims of the Federation are to provide a united voice in the pro- 
clamation of the Gospel, to cultivate unity of faith and confession, to promote 
fellowship and ccoperation in study, to develop a united approach to respons- 
ibilities in missions and education, and to support Lutheran groups in need of 
spiritual or material aid. E.P.S. Geneva 


BCLOF at Work 


(Geneva)s- Funds totalling over $306,500 in 191 separate loans have 
been granted to Protestant and Orthodox Churches in nine European countries, 
according to a five-and-a-half year summary report issued in September by ECLOF, 
the Ecumenical Loan Fund operated under the auspices of the Department of Inter- 
Church Aid, World Council of Churches, 


Placed strategically through special national church committees of 
ECLOF in the various countries, loans have financed church reconstruction pro- 
jects, religious institutions, student homes, and even a complete church print- 
ing office in Greece, 


Nearly a third of the ECLOF money went to German Churches in the form 
of 29 reconstructions loans, Next largest (14%) financial aid went to Churches 
in Hungary, divided up into 58 separate loans. Other loans included; 19 to 
Austria, 20 to Belgium, 23 to Finland, 30 to France, one to Greece, 9 to Holland 
and 2 to italy. 


National committees actually considered a far greater number of loan 
applications than could be granted, the report said, A number of new aid peti- 
tions have recently been received in Geneva by ECLOF's administrative committee. 
But, the report points out, no new capital has been received since 1947, when 
ECLOF was first set up. Funds now placed in the various countries have virtual- 
ly exhausted ECLOF's resources, Unless additional money supplies are soon forth 
coming, the worthy loan agency will be forced to turn down all new request for 


aid, E.P.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Friends' Mission to Russia 


(London)i- The official report of the Friends! Mission to Russia, 
which visited the Soviet Union in July last (see EPS No. 33), has been presented 
to the Meeting for Sufferings, held on September 7, in London, and published in 
"Tha Friend" (September 14, 1951). 


"At the beginning of our visit, the statement reads, we were given the 
opportunity of telling our hosts, the Soviet Peace Committee, something of the 
faith and practice of Friends, We bore witness to our belief in God and His 
purpose in tho world; to the eternal values which we believe to be His attrib:tee 
and which have been shown clearly in the life, the teaching and the death of 
Jesus Christ". 


Descriving the contacts with the Protestant Christian in Moscow the re- 
port says: "We called somewhat unexpectedly to take part in an ordinary week- 
night service in the Baptist Church in Moscow, where a congregation of some 
eighteen hundred persons, unaware that we were to attend, crowded the aisles and 
galleries of the church, Leslie Metcalf, invited with little notice to speak to 
the congregation, explained briefly in Russian the purpose of our mission, con- 
veyed the Message of Good Will to all peoples sent from London Yearly Meeting of 
Friends a year ago, and brought us all, Russians and Britishers alike, to our 
feet in a few moments of silent intercession before God that His peace might 
come into the world", 
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The mission also shared with some 25,000 Russian people in a service 
of commemoration of St Sergius in the Orthodox monastery at Zagorsk, near Moscows 
"Unfamiliar and perhaps uncongenial to us as Friends was the ritual of Zagorsk, 
but there, and more especially in the Simple church of the Baptists in Moscow, 
we were brought with our Russian brothers and sisters into a sense of the pre- 
sence of the Living God, and thereby into a unity with them which transcended 
political differences", 

As conversations showed, the report goes on, "these differences are 
formidable, not least because the approved Russian Churches have obtained their 
freedom of religious observance at the cost of any independent judgment where 
external or international political aims of the Soviet Union are concerned. But 
the Churches are repositories of a deep religious instinct which still signific+ 
antly characterises the Russian people and which may well by its persistence 
confound those who look to the complete secularisation of the Soviet Union. 

Be that as it may, there is clearly laid upon Christians everywhere the duty of 
reaching out constantly in prayer and active friendship towards their fellow- 
Christians in the Soviet Union, in faith that in a growing spiritual unity they 
may together serve the pressing cause of peace..." 


Discussing the problem of East and West the mission "sought to encou- 
rage the coming together of Christian leaders from East and West on the basis of 
their common religious allegiance and for the purpose of fostering the atmosphere 
of good will in which the negotiations of governments could be brought to fruit- 
ful conclusions. So in our lengthy interview with Deputy Foreign ilinister ilalik 
we pleaded for an opening-up of opportunities of contact by visits and by cor- 
respondence between Russian and Western peoples, for a curb on embittering pro- 
paganda and for positive contributions by the Soviet Government towards a solid 
inter-governmental cooperation both inside and outside the United Nations. 


"These submissions were perhaps not as fully reported by radio and press 
to the Russian peoples as we would have vished, but they were invariably re- 
ceived with patience and courtesy by those to whom they were addressed..." 

B.P.S. Geneva 


NORWAY Scandinavian Conference Discusses the Crisis in Law 


(Oslo):- The crisis in which civilisation is involved in regard to the 
present state of law as the result of recent developments was discussed at a 
conference of 70 leading jurists, theologians and other experts from Denmark, 
Finland, Norway and Sweden, held at the end of August at Hurdal Vork, Norway. 


The conference was convened by the Scandinavian Ecumenical institute, 
Sigtuna, Sweden, the president of which Mr Kristian Hansson, of Oslo, was chair- 
man of the conference, and the Institute's Director, Dr Harry Johansson, and its 
Executive Committee were also present. 


The purpose of the conference was to discuss the problems of this si- 
tuation both from the point of view of Christians and lawyers, In the absence 
through ill health of Bishop Eivind Berggrav, who sent a summary of his address 
on "The fundamental basis of law", the Rev. Theodore Bomen (Norway) introduced 


>. 
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this subject, Dr Edvard Hambro, the General Secretary of the International 
Court of Justice, The Hague, Dr Nils Herlitz, of Stockholm, and two Finnish Pro- 
fessors of Law Dr Taxell,and/Dr M, Kaira, were among the speakers, and the main 
subjects discussed included; Justice and the Moral Law; Man and the Law; The 
State Ruled by Law; The Tradition of Law and the Responsibility of Man, 


Participants agreed that the task of exploring these problems shovld 
be continued at a later conference, and recommended that a continuation commit- 
tee for this purpose be appointed by the Seandinavian Ecumenical Institute, 

BoP.S,Gensva 


U.S-S oR» Statements by Church Leaders About Peace 


According to a report issued by the Soviet official newsagency, Tass, 
leaders of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Evangelical Baptist Church of 
Latvia, members of the Roman Catholic clergy, and Mgr Philaret, Orthodox Arch-- 
bishop of Riga and All Latvia, addressed "The Latvian Republican Peace Confe- 
rence", recently held in Riga, 


This report stateds "Together with other delegates, the Latvian church- 
men (who attended this conference) affixed their signatures to the World Peace 
Council's Appeal for the conclusion of a peace pact by the five great Powers’, 
&.P.S.Geneva 


YUGOSLAVIA The Hierarchy and the Union of Orthodox Clergy 

(Belgrade) +- According to Religious News Service (New York), two bi- 
shops of the Serbian Orthodox Church attended the fourth annual meeting of the 
Union of Orthodox Clergy. The Union is made up of clergymen regarded "as 
wholeheartedly loyal to the Tito régime", 


The two prelates were Bishops Dositej Stojkovic and Longin Tomic, Their 
presence was interpreted as a sign that the Holy Synod of the Serbian Church is 
prepared to cooperate with the Union, Until now, however, Patriarch Vikentij, 
Supreme head of the Church, has not officially recognised the “noon. According 
to Bishop Dosite} the Holy Synod is now prepared to have at least "essential 
contact" with the organisation, ‘Although the Synod refused at its June ses- 
sions to recognise the Union of Clergy", he told the meeting, "my attendance 
here is mequivec2l evidense that the Archbishops are willing to establish 


essential contact with your Union", #.P.S.Geneva 
ISRAEL First Coptic Church Dedicated in Nazareth 


(Nazaveth)3- According to Religious News Service, Coptic clergymen 
from all parts of Palestine attended the solemn dedication of the first Coptic 
church and parish built in Nazareth. The church was erected with aid given by 
the Israeli Ministry of Religion. 


Archbishop Amba Jacob of Jerusalem presided at the rites. Among those 
participating in the ceremonies were six Coptic dignitaries from Keypt, officials 
of the Israeli government, and representatives of various non-Coptic Churches. 

B.P.S Geneva 
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Death of Dr S.C. wiichelfelder: A Sad Bereavement 
eta a ne ne ft a Pereavemeny 


The member Uhurches, workers and friends of the Lut«ran World Federa~ 
' tion and the World Council of Churches will learn with dismay that Dr Sylvester 
_ OC, Michelfelder, General Secretary of the Lutheran .jorld Federation, has died 

_ suddenly in Chicago, in his sixty-third year. After the successful holding of 
the first Latin-American Congress of Lutheran Churches in Curityba, Brazil (see 
EPS No, 38), Dr wichelfelder had gone on to Uhicago for important consultations 
relating to the preparation of the forthcoming world conference of the Lutheran 
_ World Federation, to be held in Hanover, Germany, in 1952, and while there 

_ succumbed to a heart attack, In him LiF and the World Council lose an outstand 
ing and tireless worker, and an honoured, beloved and much-mourned friend, 


Dr Michelfelder was sent in Uctober 1944, as representative of the 

National Lutheran Council of America, to the World Council's Reconstruction De-- 
partment in Geneva, where he was soon entrusted with the leadership of the 
Material Aid Department in the ecumenical work for church reconstruction. In 
_ 1946 he helped to set up "Lutheran iar felief", which was to cooperate in 

_ furthering the work of inter-church aid. In February 1946, the Hxecutive Com- 
_ mittee of the Lutheran ijorld Convention appointed Lr iichelfelder its Executive 
Secretary, in which capacity he subsequently carried out the preparations for 
_ the founding in Lund in 1947 of the Lutheran world Federation (the new form of 
_ the Convention), which is to hold its second world conference next year in 
_ Germany, In recognition of his services to church reconstruction in Germany , 
_ dr Michelfelder in 1950 received from the University of iNinster the degree of 
Doctor of Divinity honoris causa. 


All those who met him in recent years will find it hard to forget 
this warm-hearted Christian, who so forthrightly confessed his Lutheran faith, 

_ and stood by and worked for the ecumenical cause in the world with such con- 
_ vViction. Those who worked in close cooperation with him will know that they 
_ have the sympathy of the many Churches, parishes, refugee groups and others who 
; experienced for themselves Dr Michelfelder's kindness and active assistance. 
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In the World Council of Churches he leaves a gap behind him whose painfulness 
can be lessened only by the grateful remembrance of this pioneer for Christian 


unity in the world, E.P.S,Geneva 
UNITED STATES lessons Learned in China 


The lessons Christian missions learned from their experiences in 
China were reported to the executive board of the Division of Foreign Missions 
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. meeting in New 
York on September 22. Based primarily on detailed reports by more than 150 
American and Canadian missionaries recently returned from China, the study was 
compiled over a three-months period by a committee of experts headed by Dr 
Harold S, Mathews, of Boston, secretary for Chine in the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions of the Congregational Christian Churches. 


Described as "exploratory" rather than as an "exhaustive" final re-~ 
port, the study appraised both the successes and the failures of the mission- 
ary enterprise, and sug ested a number of inajor lessons from the Churches! 
China experience. These included; (1) The need for a united Christian Church 
rather than "replicas of western denominational Churches"; (2) The necessity 
of building an indigenous Church, with local leadership and local support, 
rather than imposing paternalistic leadership and customs from the outside; 

(3) The importance of the missionary's own attitude, both his spiritual voca- 
tion and his sense of being a co-worker in the community rather than a foreign- 
er bringing "our way of life" to strangers. 


Generally the reporting missionaries cited as successful mission 
work with women and children and mission achievements in the fields of health, 
education and welfare. ‘hey also took pride in the development of national 
leadership in the Churches, and in the employment of Chinese principals for 
mission schools and colleges and Chinese doctors as superintendents of mission 
hospitals. 


But many of them offered criticism, chief of which were that insti- 
tutions sometimes were over-emphasised at the expense of the Churches, and that 
mission funds might have been used more effectively if they had been spent 
more for personnel and equipment than for lands and buildings, 


Although some missionaries disagreed, others felt that Chinese ways 
of worship might have been more successfully incorporated in the Christian 
Churches, One supporting this view quoted a Chinese pastor who said that 
"sometimes, in my heart, I am still Buddhist, sitting still for long hours to 
meditate" , 


Some also felt that the Churches had failed to make use of the 
Chinese family systeu, to utilise "the openings afforded to families and clans 
when one member of a small group in the family vecame Christian", "We were 
individualistic in a society where individualism was not the pattern of life", 
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It was also reported that missionaries "have too easily been content 
with works of charity and with piecemeal good deeds, failing to confront social 
evils with adequate programnes leoking foward a just social order", 


Finally, the missionaries urged an emphasis not on the number of 
converts but on the depth of their spiritual conversion. One of them felt that 
"a missionary changes more lives through rich deep friendships with a limited 
number of nationals than through superficial ccquaintance with a wide number 
of people", 


In reports from missionaries of 22 boards and 18 denominations, there 
was repeated again and again the need for wnity of the Christian Church. "Over 
and over", one missionary said, "I was asked what was basically the difference 
between the denominations... After all, said they, didn't we all believe in 
Jesus?" 


boards and denominations and international organisations were chal- 
lenged to put into effect the lesson learned from mission work in China, 
£.P.5.Geneva 


Report of tne Central Committee of the 2.0.6. 


AL RSS AN te} 8 RR A ee 


Meeting in Rolle 
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"The Minutes and Reports of the Fourth Meeting of the Central Commit- 
tee of the World Council of Churches", held at Rolle, Switzerland, from August 
4 to ll last (see HPS No. 32 « 33) has just been issued, It gives a detailed 
account of the deliberations in holle, together with the reports of the Exe- 
cutive Committee, the General Secretary and various Departments cf the World 
Council. This publication is of particular importance in view of the informa-~ 
tion it contains regarding the preparation of the second .iorld Assembly of the 
Council, which is to be held in 1954 in the United States. It also contains 
decuments concerning certain problems of general interest to all Churches, in 
‘particular on "The Calling of the Church to ilission and to Unity" and "The 
Structure and Functioning of the world Council of Uhurches', 


The Report may be obtained from the offices of the World Council in 
London (39 Doughty Street, 8s.), New York (156 Fifth Avenue, $1.40) and Geneva 


(Sw.fr. 6.-). #.P.5.Geneva 
FRANCE The Bible and Bvangelisation 


(Nancy):- From September 25 to 28, a conference was held at Nancy 
under the auspices of the United bible Societies for the purpose of studying 
the place that the Bible can and cught to occupy in the work of evangelisation. 
It was in the nature of a regional conference intended orimarily for the Churches 
and Bible Societies of the French-speaking countries, but representatives of 
Several other countries were also present. Amongst those who led the discus- 
Sions were Professor Michaeli of Paris, Professor wileg-e cf Rome, Pastor marc 
boegner, President of the l'rench Protestant Federation, and il. Olivier Béguin, 
Secretary of the United Bible Societies. 


ar 


No. 39 - October 5, 1951 -4- 265 


The conference made no attempt to discuss theological issues, but 
confined itself to the day-to-day practical problems that dace those who work 
with the Bible, The delegates concerned themselves with the Bible as an instru- 
ment of evangelisation in the Hurope of today, and the part the Bible plays in 
the conversion of individuals and the building of the Church, It gave a good 
deal of thought to ways of getting the Bible into the hands and homes of people. 
They studied the many aspects of colportage in the modern world, and the re-- 
sponsibility of the Churches for the distribution of the Scriptures. They de- 
bated methods of bringing it to the attention of the man in the street. They 
discussed the place of the apocryphal books and the different attitudes of the 
Churches on the subject cof their inclusion in the Bible today. They also con- 
sidered the significance of the revival taking place in the Roman Catholic 
Church for the circulation and study iof the Bible. 


The conference was one more indication of the way in which the 
Bible is coming into the centre of the Church's life and thought, and its in- 
fluence is likely to be widely felt during the next few uears, especially in 


the French-speaking countries. E.P.S Geneva 
UNITED STATS Message to Japanese Christians 


At its meeting on September 19, in New York, the General Board of 
the National Council of the Churches cof Christ in the U.S.A, - a body composed 
of 125 representatives from the Council's 29 constituent comiunions - commended 
& proposed letter to be sent fiom the National Council of Churches to the 
National Christian Council of Japan, which expressed hope that Japan may become 
a member of the United Nations after the Japanese Peace Treaty goes into effect. 


This letter, addressed "to our fellow Uhristians in Japan", offered 
an "earnest prayer that the comradship which is ours in Christ may contribute 
toward the establishment of an enduring peace in Asia and throughout the world.., 


"The renunciation of war as a national policy, envisaged in your 
constitution, is a goal of all men of good will", the letter stated, "This 
goal can be achieved through the collective efforts of the United Nations and 
we share with you the hope that once the Treaty of Peace has come into effect, 
Japan may become a member of the United Nations", 


The letter stressed, however, that agreements such as the Peace 
Treaty can only partly help to overcome the dangers threatening world peace, 
"This peace for which we pray", it said, “will require of Christians every- 
where the individual and cooperative practice of those virtues by which nations 
and people are reconciled to one another and to God'', 


The meeting of the General Board was held under the chairmanship of 
the Kt Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, presiding bishop of the Protestant Hpiscopal 


Church and president of the National Council of Churches, BeP.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES An Appreciation of the Japanese Peace Treaty 
(New York):- The Executive Committee of the Conference of U.S.A. 


member Churches of the World Council of Churches, meeting in New York City in 
September, sent a letter of appreciation to Ambassador~at-large John Foster 
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Dulles, for stressing the "quality of reconciliation" in the Japanese Peace 
Treaty. The letter, signed by bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, said: 


"Ne sethe Bxecutive Committee of the Conference of U.S.A, Member 
Churches (ijorld Council of Churches)... considers the new emphasis upon the 
‘quality of reconciliation! far-reaching in its import for world peace and 
justice. In behalf of the Committee I express gratitude for your leadership 
in seeking to apply a vital Christian principle to the conclusion of peace with 
Japan. ie pray that the spirit of reconciliation may be speedily reflected in 
the relations among all nations and peoples throughout the world", 


Dr O. Frederick Nolde, Director of the Commission of the Churches 
on Internaticnal Affairs, called attention of the group vo the action of the 
Executive Committee of the Commission at Rolle, Switzerland (see EPS No. 32) 
which commended the "quality of reconciliation" in the draft treaty with Japan, 
and expressed the profound hope that this quality would be maintained in any 
subsequent modifications. 


Dr Nolde said that the Commission felt that even recognising all the 
limitations and mixed motives involved in the treaty, the emphasis upon this 
fundamental quality of reconciliation was profoundly significant. 


The Commission, Dr Nolde said, hopes to find ways by which this 
basic will towards reconciliation may now be directed toward the future problems 
of the German and Austrian treaties. uventually, he said, it may help the world, 
without resorting in any way to appeasement, to find a satisfactory working re- 
lationship between the United States and Russia, thus extending the mood of re- 
conciliation to prevent major tensions breaking into world-wide war. 
&oP.3.Geneva 


JORDAN Christians in New Jordan Parliament 

(Amman):- Nine Christians were returned to the Jordan Parliament in 
the general elections held throughout the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, includ- 
ing the Arab parts of Palestine. Most of them are Arabs who belong to the 
Bastern Orthodox Church, 


The 47-man Uhamber of Veputies has seven Christian representatives, 
and the 20-inember Senate has two, sefore the elections, the government announc- 
ed that it was reserving to Christian Arabs, both Jordanien and Palestinian, 
seven seats in the lower House. 


Most of the Christian deputies are from the Christian-populated 


towns of Bethlenem, Beit Jarah:and Ramallah, near Jerusalen., E.P.S,Geneva 
AFRICA Spreading of Christian Faith Among Africans 


Native Christians of Africa could teach their American brethren much 
about faithfvi church attendance, Dr P.O. Bersell reported on his return from 
a 20,000-mile tour of mission stations. The retiring President of the August- 
ana Lutheran Church said he was much impressed by the tremendous enthusiasm of 
the natives for the Uhristian faith, 
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"It was nothing unusual to have 2,000 to 3,000 natives at a week-day 
service", he said. "And when you get several thousand of them Singing the old 
Christian hymns like 'A liighty Fortress is Our God! and 'Now Thank We All Our 
God! the effect is overwhelming" . 


Dr bersell found that great progress nad been made in Tanganyika 
territory during the past decade despite the fact that some 150 German mission- 
aries were driven out at the start of World War II. hile the Augustana 
Lutheran Church, other American Lutheran bodies and the Church of Sweden have 
sent some missionaries to replace them, the number is not as great as when the 
German Churches ran the mission, 


There had been more than 50,000 converts to Christianity in Tanga- 
nyika during the past ten years, bringing the total to 200,000, 


While in Tanganyika, ir bersell officiated at the ordination of 
Seven native pastors, all graduates of a joint Lutheran seminary. He said the 
native Lutheran missions in the territory are moving rapidly in the direction 


of a united, self-governing Church. #,P.S.Geneva 
GHRwANY For the furtherance of Confessional Harmony 


At the General Assembly of the Bavarian Association of Catholic 
Clergy on September 27, it was announced that an agreement had been concluded 
between the Association and the Union of Hvangelical Pastors, with a view to 
encouraging peaceful relations between the confessions and paving the way for 
cooperation, 


By the terms of this agreement, both bodies are to keep each other 
informed regarding attacks on the clergy in publications of various kinds, 
notably in the Press. and will examine such cases in their confessional period- 
icals, 


A Roman Catholic weekly published in Dusseldorf asked its readers 
Some time ago to contribute gifts towards repairing the damage to the Pro- 
testant retreat centre of Hasensprungmuhle, near Leichlingen, in the Rhineland, 
which was severely knocked about by bad weather, The Evangelical Relief Organ- 


‘isation in the Rhineland has now been informed that a considerable sum of money 


and a number of donations in kind have .een sent in, and are at the Organisa- 


tion's disposal. E.P.S. Geneva 
PAKISTAN Punjab Government Protects Christians 


(Lahore)i:- Gixty~seven persens were arrested by the Punjab author- 
ities following an incident which occurred in the village of Matta, near Lahore, 
during which the Uhristian residents were attacked by Moslems, according to a 
press note issued by the Punjab Government, 


Soon after the incident took place, a deputation of Christian lead- 
ers waited on the Chief iiinister of the Punjab who assured them that the author- 
ities would enforce the lay against any disturbers of the »eace. #&.P.S.Geneva 


“a 
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FRANCE Call for Closer Cooperation 


The Post-federation Congress, i.e, the meeting of former members of 
the French Student Christian movement, which met in Biévres from September 14 
to 16, issued a series of desiderata for the life of the Church, from which we 
quote + 


"The Church of Christ is made up of various churches fcllowing dif- 
ferent traditions, which are today separated (although their members frequent- 
ly work together). It therefore seems to us of importance that the Churches 
originating in the Reformation should not continue to pursue their aims in 
isolation, nor ossify in their confessional diversities, 


"We ask the Council of the Protestant Federation of France, mindful 
of the undertaking entered upon by the Churches to stay together, to invite 
the Evangelical communities to cooperate in their work of seeking to make the 
Church better fitted to respond adequately to the situation in France today" , 


£.P.S,.Geneva 
NORWAY New Ecumenical Groups Set Up 


(Oslo)s- Local "ecumenical circles" have been established in Norway 
in order to strengthen and deepen the sense of responsibility for the ecumenic- 
al cause, Besides the circle already in existence in Oslo new circles have 
been organised in Bergen and Hamar, Following a visit by Dr Harry Johansson, 
Director of the Scandinavian Ecumenical Institute, Sigtwna (Sweden), to Trond- 
heim, a circle will also be established there under the leadership of Dean 
Fjaer, 


Dr Johansson visited different regions of Norway accompanied by Mir, 
Kristian Hansson, Director of the Norwegian Government UVepartment for Church 
Affairs and one of the most active ecumenical leaders in Scandinavian countries, 
#.P.5.Geneva 


INDIA A Journalism School Planned 


A first journalism school is planned to start next year in India, 
Prof. Roland E, Wolseley, director of religious journalism at Syracuse Univers- 
ity, Syracuse, N.Y. (U.S.4.) will organise and head this school. He has been 
granted a year's leave of absence to go to Nagpur University, as a visiting 
professor, 


A major goal of the new journalism school will be the training of 
native writers to produce reading material for India's new literates, as large 
sectors of the country's population have learned to read in recent years through 
efforts led by Christian organisations. 


Prof. Wolseley will work with Dr F.C. Laubach, internationally-known 
literacy leader, on awarkshop for native writers. HeP.S.Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Bishop Dun Answers 


President Truman 
In an address made to the washington Pilgrimage of American Church- 
men on September 28, 1951 President Truman said; 


"J am sorry to say that it has not yet been possible to bring the 
religious faiths together for the purpose of bearing witness in one united affir- 


_ mation that God is the way of trutna and peace. Even the Christian Churches have 


not yet found themselves able to say, with one voice, that Christ is their Master 
and Redeemer and the source of their strength against the hosts of irreligion and 
danger to the world and that will be the cause of world catastrophe. They have 
not been able to agree on as simple a statement as that. I have been working at 
it for years. 


"Despite the barriers that divide the different Churches, there is 
a common bond of brotherhocd that underlies them all. je must continue our effort 
to find those common ties, and tc bring the Churches together in greater unity in 
a crusade for peace. In this way, we shall come closer to the one God who is 
the Father of us all. In this way, we shallfind greater power to meet the troubles 
of our time..." 


The Right Rev. Angus Dun, Protestant Episcopal Bishop of the 
diocese of Washington, preached to the Washington Pilgrimage on September 30, 
and saids 


",..The God who makes Himself known to us in Scripture, who makes 
Himself known to us in Christ, cannot be bargained with, cannot be mobilised or 
used for our human purposes - He can only be trusted and loved and served". 


Characterising Communism as a "demonic religion" and a "demonic 
obsession", the Episcopal church leader asserted that "there are frightened 
servants of Mammon who think this might be a good time to finance the Church to 
fight this threatening form cf godlessness so that ilammon might be served in peace!! 
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"On the surface", he ddded, "there is considerable appeal in the 
idea that the Churches might be mobilised to strengthen the weak political 
Sinews of the traditionally Christian West, 


"But you who come here in the spirit of pilgrimage surely know that 
Christian faith and devotion cannot be financed from outside, nor at bottom can 
Christian faith and devotion be mobilised by political leadership for political 


end, however good", E.P.S.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN A Memorial to William Temple 


The altar in the chapel of St John the ivangelist in Canterbury 
Cathedral will be hallowed by the Archbishop of Canterbury, in memory of Arch- 
bishop William Temple, on Tuesday, October 16, Dr Temple, who died in 1944, 
was the unforgettable president of the Provisional Committee of the World Coun- 


cil of Churches, B.P.S.Geneva 
INDO-CHINA Scripture Translations 


The british and Foreign Bible Society are publishing the complete 
Bible in the Cambodian tongue. This is the first time that the Bible appears 
in that language. The New Testament in Cambodian was brought out by the Christ- 
dan and Missionary Alliance in 1934, Versions of St Luke and the Acts had been 
printed forty years earlier, 


A revised version of the Vietnamese New Testament is also to be 
published, The British and Foreign Bible Society first printed the Gospel of 
St Luke in Vietnamese, or Annamese, in 1890. The Christian and Missionary 
Alliance completed a version of the Bible in 1925. An earlier version of 1916 


also exists, made by Roman Catholic missionaries. #.P.S Geneva 
UNITED STATES Florovsky and Baez-Camargo Installed at 
| wt EE ba Sondente thik Baek ah sbascal RZ arent “eternal ieee Poesia 


Union Seminary 


(New-York) s~ Dr George Florovsky was installed as Adjunct Profes- 
sor of the History and Theology of #astern Orthodoxy, and Professor G. Baez- 
Camargo was installed as Henry WwW. Luce Visiting Professor of World Christian- 
ity, at exercises opening the 116th academic year at Union Theological Seminary, 
New York City, at the beginning of October. 


Dr Florovsky, archpriest of the Russian Orthodox Church, is a member 
of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, and is also a lecturer 
at Columbia University. 


Professor Baez-Camargo of ilexico City, a leader of the Protestant 
movement in Latin America, is the chairman of the Literature Committee of the 


Committee on Cooperation in Latin America, E.P.S,Geneva 
UNITED STATES World Order Day 


(New York):- American church support and allegiance to the United 
Nations was asked in the annual World Order Day message (issued on October 1st) 


a 
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by the National Council of the Uhurches of Christ in the U.S.A. World Order 
Day will be observed on Sunday, October 21. 


Established in 1944 by the Federal Council of Churches (now part of 
the National Council), world Order Vay was originally a continuation cf the 
church observance of Armistice Sunday in November. Since 1945 it has been mark- 
ed on or near the anniversary of the establishment of the United Nations. 


In this year's message to the Churches, Christians are asked to 
observe the day with prayer "that under the guidance of the Holy Spirit the 
conditions of a just peace may soon be established" and to "purpose in their 
hearts to labour for the eventual creation of a world community under law", 


"We recognise the extreme gravity of the crisis by which the nations 
are beset", the message declares, "yet we who acknowledge the governance of God 
in the affairs of men are not in despair", 


Expressing the "earnest hope that the people of our Churches will 
Support the United Nations with their prayers and allegiance", the message 
admits that the U.N. has only "begun to achieve the ends envisaged in its 
Charter. It has been unable thus far to reach an agreement on the internation- 
al control of atomic energy, and on the regulation and reduction of armaments. 
The inability of the United Nations thus far to bridge the chasm between kKussia 
and the West has engendered in many minds a mood of frustration". 


Emphasising, however, that "in the perspective of our times", the 
United Nations has not failed, the message cites some of its achievements: in 
Palestine, Kashmir, Indonesia and Korea; in aiding refugees, displaced persons 
and children; in technical assistance to underdeveloped areas, support of 
religious freedom and contributions to "the improvement of social and economic 
conditions throughout the world", 


"Christians, however, cannot be content with supporting political 
and economic measures in their search for a warless world. Our secular society 
can be fully healed of its diseases only by the ministrations of Him who is 
the Great Physician. The time is here when Christians must proclaim His Gospel. 
of reconciliation witha a zeal like wnto that manifested by the early disciples. 
The materialistic thrust of secularism must be met by the missionary thrust of 
Christendom. Let Christian youth in unprecedented numbers be recruited for 
this purpose. let our Churches be dedicated anew to the task of carrying His 
name to our own and other nations. Let steps be taken to devise a new and 
bolder strategy of missionary endeavour. i here doors are closed, let the im- 
pact of the Christian community be felt until these doors are opened again, 
Where doors remain open, let us enter through them to raise altars to the glory 


Bt AO0s.. 4)! B.P.S.Geneva 
EGYPT The Coptic Church on Freedom, Justice and Equality 


(Cairo):- In a message read in every Coptic Church in Egypt, the 
Sudan, Ethiopia, and South Africa, Coptic Patriarch Youssab, of Alexandria, 
urged his followers to stand fast for human rights of "freedom, justice and 
equality". 


a 
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"I pray to the Lord to endow the leaders of the world with wisdom to 
be able to settle international problems and bring about peace", the message 
stated. "let us oppose oppression with the weapons of light and endeavour to 
bring about love, sacrifice, and the human rights of freedom, justice and equal- 
ity. These sacred principles are brought to us by the Holy Bible and make up 
the foundation stones on which Uhristianity has arisen", 


The Patriarch's message was read on the occasion of the Coptic 
Orthodox New Year's Day of 1668, The Coptic calendar dates from the martyrdom 
of the first large group of Egyptian Christians in the third century. 


E.P.S.Geneva 
GERMANY New Year Appeal to the Jewish Congregations 


On the occasion of the Jewish New Year on October 1, Dean Gritber, 
of Berlin (well known for the help he gave to the Jews during the Nazi régime) 
sent a message of greeting to the Jewish congregations in Germany, in which he 
repeated the hope he expressed at the Berlin foundation ceremony for the State 
of Israel, "that there may be forgiving charity and forgiven guilt which may 
turn to blessing for both sides, All of us who shared in that guilt realise 
how blessing and good fortune for Israel mean blessing and good fortune for us 
likewise. We have often been lacking in a sense of brotherhood, but we are 
brothers and brothers we remain, in spite of guilt and suffering, failure and 
heglect. We remain brothers because we know of a Father who will withhold no 


good thing from them that walk uprightly". E.P.S Geneva 
GRHAT BRITAIN Church and Mission 


The Rev, C.W. Hanson, General Secretary of the International Mis- 
Sionary Council, speaking recently to the Board of Directors of the London 
Missionary Society, said that it was important to establish a true relation 
between Church and Mission for three reasons. 


First, because it is theologically right; unless we get our theo- 
logy right, we get everything else wrong. The present-day drive towards unity 
arises not merely from the necessity for the Churches to unite in evangelism if 
they are not to perish; it arises from the very nature of the Gospel itself. 
Unity and mission are essential to the very existence of the Church. 


Second, because it is the main clue to ecumenical reality. There is 
much sentimental talk about the ‘World Chwrch!, An occasional conference or a 
few resolutions cannot fulfil our ecumenical obligation; that cannot be done 
at the local level by sharing in prayer and giving for the world work of the 
Church, 


Third, because it offers an antidote to certain dangers inherent in 
the recent revival of organised confessioralism, The world-wide confessional 
bodies tend to project themselves across the world and to fasten upon the Young- 
er Churches those leading-strings from which they have been trying to get free 


_for many years, If organised confessionalism is pushed too hard or too far the 


life of the Younger Churches will be seriously endangered. £.P.S.Geneva 


o 
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JAPAN Plea for United Christian Witness 
vArAN . ao Se ntved varistian Witness 


(Yugawara):~ The National Christian Council of Japan has called 
upon the Ecumenical Church Movement for aid in “proclaiming the Gospel Message 
with a united voice", stressing that witness in this manner would not only bind 
the Churches more closely together, but would also assist in Spreading the Word 
to the Japanese people. . 

In a July conference, the National Christian Council in a "Message 
for the Ecumenical Church Movement" affirmed a need for the Churches to present 
the Gospel to the people in Simple everyday language. They commended plans of 
the Japan Bible Society to publish a new version of the Scriptures in popular 
vernacular. 


"The Churches in Japan", they declared, "following their contact with 
dialectic theology, have developed a general tendency to evaluate highly Biblic- 
al messages", The conference agreed to "uphold the Bible as the authoritative 
and unique main source for evangelism", 


The message cited difficulties in Japan in the missionary task of 
the Church, due to a general lack of knowledge of the Bible. The social and 
economic life of Japan "is alienated from the Biblical teaching", and the 
cultural background being so different from Christian teaching "makes it very 
difficult for our people to understand the Biblical message accurately". 


Demonstrating the "great gap". between the Church and the people", 
the conference reported that adult worshippers (on Sundays) total 100,000; 
Church School children, 130,000; listeners to radio church services 3,000,00U. 


The message tc the World Church stressed that "it is possible to bear 
common witness to the world, although allowing the autonomy of the different 
denominations, on the fundamental 36F the One Body in Uhrist with many members", 
and to "express common confession as ‘Jesus Christ is our Lord'. Moreover,"''the 
Statement added, "we might also agree on a common confession in the Apostles! 
Creed", 


"The Word of Scripture interpreted in this manner would be a factor 
really to bind the Churches together in unity in the ecumenical movement", the 


message concluded. B.P.S.Geneva 
GERMANY Ecumenical Emphasis 


(Mlunich):- The 1951 meeting of the Gustav Adolf Addociation - an 
organisation of the #vangelical Clurch in Germany - held in September, was 
characterised by its ecumenical emphasis. 


Firstly, it took place in Munich, thus forming a link with the 
Roman Catholic Church in Germany. In fact, the first speaker at the opening 
meeting of welcome was the Roman Catholic Prime Minister, "iiveryone concerned 
for our people at this time'', he said, "must desire the two Christian confessions 
to draw closer together, and the confessional Split to cease to be a factor in 
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our political affairs and at the same time in our political weakness", The 
principle of parity side by side between the confessions was not, he went on, 
any longer ehough, now that we were dealing in terms of totality, What was 
needed was a Christian spirit of fellowship and unlimited Christian cooperation 
in face of a world largely cechristianised, 


The whole Church of Bavaria, the dvangelical districts of Franconia 
and the diaspora districts of the South and East all played their part by col- 
lecting money for a presentation and by sending visiting representatives. The 
Bishop, who is at the same time leader of the overall Lutheran Church of Germany, 

expressed the greetings and recognition of that Church, and assured the con- 
ference that "we look on without envy of any kind when help is given to our 
Reformed brethren just as it is to ourselves", 


Bishop Dibelius, Chairman of the Evangelical Church Council, in a 
Speech concerning the significance of minorities for the Church and the people, 
expressed the gratitude of the whole Church for the help given to its diaspora 
out of the love and loyalty of confessional solidarity, 


The Bishop of Hanover, br Lilje, dealt with the subject "Freedom 
arising from Faith" from the ecumenical standpoint. He had suddenly realised, 
he said, when he had stood on the Areopagus with the other visitors to the St 
Paul Festival in Greece, that "Europe had become what it had become through the 
Cross. If it sought to regain the freedom it had lost in the course of the last 
two hundred years, it must allow itself to be recalled by the Christian communion 
into 'the glorious liberty of the children of God! ," 


was a final smaller gathering to help consideration of the theological basis of 
the organisation. The programme included the following themes; Diaspora and 
Oikumene in the Karly Church and in Modern Times; Toleration and Schism in 
Christendom; Diaspora and Hcumenical Awawness in the History of the Church; 
Ecumenical Diaspora Care. Some delegates living in the Zastern Zone were unable 
to attend; their speeches were therefore sent in in writing. Opinions were 
expressed regarding the problems arising in the confessional and national dia- 
Spora as to the safeguarding of ecum-nical sentiment, and it was decided to 


In accordance with precedent at meetinvs of the Association, there 


meet during the winter to continue this work. #.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Ecumenism on the Air 


"Tet there be Light", a 52 week series of transcribed programmes on 
the cooperative work of American Protestant and Orthodox Churches will start 
on local radio stations across the United States on October 22, 


The first of its kind, the series of 15 minute dramatic and docu- 
mentary shows is sponsored by the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A. It is being produced by the National Council's Broadcasting and 
Film Commission. 


7 
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The series will include most of the special church events which have 
been covered before in single broadcasts or short series of programmes in addi- 
tion to a wide range of other activities, such as race relations, evangelism, 
home and foreign missions, religious education, etc. 


The first programme, scheduled for the week of October 22, will be 
on Dr Frank Laubach and his "each one teach one" method cf mass literacy train- 
ing which has helped an estimated 60,000,000 people learn to read in more than 


‘200 languages around the globe), 


The next week will have a programme on World Community Day, which 
women in more than 1800 local councils of church women observe annually on the 
first Friday in November. 


By Dr Samuel McUrea Cavert, general secretary of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches, "let there be Light" was commended as "tan opportunity for all 
the important interests of the Churches to be heard on a nation-wide basis", 
Describing the series as "a significant example of the way in which the Churches 
can work together cooperatively to achieve far greater results than were ever 
possible when each was doing his job alone", he said. 


"This seems to me particulary important in the area of telling our 
Story to the American people. We have been criticised in the past for our fail- 
ure to speak with a united voice. This programme, which will be heard by 
millions of radio listeners throughout the country, will do much to correct this 
impression", f..P.5.Geneva 


YWCA-YuICA Week of Prayer and World Fellowship \/sy, ))-): 


As many. thousands of YMCA-YWCA members of some seventy-five nation- 
alities join in this year's Week of Prayer and World Fellowship, it is of in- 
terest to trace back to the birth of the idea which brought about this week of 
world-wide Christian witness. 


The Week of Prayer number of "World Communiqué", official publica-. . 
tion of the World's Alliance of YMCAs, reports that "the first mention concern- 
ing a week of prayer was made by a young member of the Caen YiiCA in Normandy in 
a letter in 1854 or early 1855 to the Paris YWCA - before the 1855 Conference 
at Paris which established the world's Alliance of the YMCAs. At the time that 
this young member suggested the idea that the YiCA should be responsible for 
organising a Week of Prayer, the majority of the Association members of Caen 
were students, a number of whom had been influenced by the tiethodist revival." 


The theme for this year's Week of Prayer is based on the words of 
the risen Christ; "All power is given unto me", The daily meditations for the 
week are; Go ye, therefore - Proclaim the Good News - Heal the Brokenhearted - 
Liberate the captives - Give sight to the blind - Set free the oppressed - Preach 
the Kingdom of God. 


Over 130,000 copies of the ijeek of Prayer booklet have been publish- 
ed in tnglish, French, German and Spanish in addition to the editions published 
in a number of other languages by National YsICA-YWCA Movements. #.P.S.Geneva 
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4 Asia and Near East Featured in Ecumenical Publications 

q A 

f Contemporary problems of church life in countries of Asia and the Near 


East receive particular attention among articles on topical subjects in other geo- 
graphical areas in ecumenical publications appearing this month. In "The Ecumenic- 
al Review" (October 1951) a missionary depicts with careful documentation and com— 
_ passionate analysis "The Situation of the Christian Church in China", offers "an 

_ attempt at understanding! of its vicissitudes and trials, including the "accusa- 
tion meetings'and indicates also some promising symptoms of renewal. In "Some 
Thoughts on Modern Israel" the author describes problems of the Jewish people and 

_ State, failure in their understanding of the Arabs, and the task and limitations 

of Christian Churches and missionaries there. 


Professor Hamilcar Alivisatos' address on the apostolic mission of St 

_ Paul (delivered in Athens at the 1900th anniversary of his arrival in Greece), 

_ affirms that the "ecumenical movement -.... an attempt to unite all without ex- 

c ception, of the forces of Christianity, constitutes an effective reality". Rei- 

_ nold von Thadden writes on "The ‘Kirchentag! in Berlin" and William Nichols on 

_ "The Ecumenical Movement and the Doctrine of the Church'', The "Ecumenical Chro- 
nicle" includes the General Secretary's survey of developments during the past 

4 year; "The Calling of the Church to Mission and to Unity", the challenging first 

_ Yeport of the Advisory Commission on the theme of the Second Assembly, to which 

_ comments both public and private are invited for consideration before the Commis-~ 

— sion's 1952 meetings; and statements by the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 

_ national affairs <"Christians Stand for Peace!) and by the Central Committee ("The 

_ World Council of Churches and the International Situation"), 

i) 


In "The International Review of Missions" (October 1951) there is a 
_ searching study by a China missionary “First Thoughts on the Debacle of Chinese 
_ Missions in China", which reveals failures in Western comprehension as well as in 
_ indigenous Christian witness, and concludes with constructive suggestions for im- 
- proving missionary service. The International Missionary Council's General Secre- 


tary, Charles Ranson, points to elements of Christian strategy, the necessity for 
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lay witness and the imperative of unity. Miss Winifred Coate, of the (Anglican) 
Church Missionary Society's relief centre at Zerka, describes "The Refugee Situa- 
tion in bast Jordan". The kev. Henry D. Jones, who has visited Latin America on 
behalf of the Presbyterian Church, USA, writes on Uhristian approaches to Labour 
organisations in those comtries. Missionary problems are discussed on "The Old 
and the New in Africa" by the Rev. T. Cullen Young, formerly a Church of Scotland 
missionary in Nyasaland and lately General Secretary of the United Society for 
Christian Literature. 


The challenge presented to other missionary societies by Jehovah's Wit- 
nesses is considered in "A Watchover Assembly in Central Africa" by Ian Cunnison, 
who has been engaged in anthropological study in Northern Rhodesia for the Rhodes- 
Livingstone Institute for Social kesearch. "The Missionary Vocation" is expounded 

_by the Kev. Tracey K. Jones Jr, Secretary of the Student Volunteer Movement for 
Christian Missions, New York, and "The Mission of the Church" by Dr A,G. Hebert, 
of the Society of the Sacred Mission, Kelham, England. £.P.S.Geneva 


Second Annual Inter-Church Aid Consultation 


(Geneva)s- Over 70 Anglican, Old Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant 
Church leaders, representing twenty different nations - ranging from Finland to 
Spain, from Britain to Greece amd Yugoslavia,-and from the United States to Aus- 
trata and New Zealand - participated in deliberations of the Second Annual Inter- 
‘Church Aid Consultation of the World Council of Churches, which met in Geneva, 
October 9-11. 


Main finding of the Consultation was a unanimous affirmation of the im- 
portance of the Department of Inter-Church Aid to the life and work of all the 
Churches, and for the World Council itself, Delegates agreed that the Department 

must continue to examine, explore and survey needs of the Churches, in order to 
determine an inter-church aid strategy in the immediate years ahead. 


Dr Robert C. Mackie, director of the Department, pointed to the necessi- 
_ty of continuing inter-church aid in his report to the Consultation. Dr Mackie 
promised; "If we wait upon the Spirit, even in matters of projects, budgets and 
cooperation, He will re-awaken our compassion for the homeless and neglected, 
stimulate our imagination to see where our fellow-Christians still require brother- 
ly assistance in their life and witness, and guide us into wholly unexpected ways 
of service to the Church of Jesus Christ", 


Surveying the total inter-charch aid picture in Europe, members of the 
Consultation were in accord that the post-war "emergency period" has now passed, 

but that four major continuing and still-unmet areas of need remain to challenge 
the resourcefulness of the Christian Churches of the world at the present time. 


These four regions of need were listed as; the continuing urgent chal- 
lenge of the refugee problem and all its ramifications; strategic support for the 
work and witness of Orthodox diaspora and minority Protestant Churches; still 
unmet requirements for gifts of food and clothing, especially for refugees and 
_hard=-pressed European church leaders; and aid asked for restoring war-destroyed 
church buildings in countries like Greece, 


iN 


lia 
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Because of the constant arrival of new refugees from the Kast, as well 
as failure to solve past problems, new situations requiring continued inter-—church 
aid were listed for six main "danger-spots" of refugee groups, in addition to 
Germany and Austria. So termed because cf the unrest of the unhappy refugees 
located at these points, these "danger-spots'" are in Trieste, Greece, Palestine, 
‘Turkey, Samar (Philippines) and Shanghai. 


In each of these locations, refugees have only voluntary agencies like 
the World Council of Churches to which they can turn for aid, since the Interna- 
tional Refugee Organisation has now ceased aid for all refugees except displaced 

persons now in process of emigration. 


Dr Edgar H.S. Chandler, director of the World Council's Service ro Refu- 
gees, told the Vonsultation that the problem of aiding these remaining homeless 
people is extremely difficult. He explained that because of the termination of 

I.8,0. subsidies which in the past had tripled the effectiveness of the Service 
to Refugees, the field staff must now be reduced by ninety per cent, from a pre- 
sent group of over 500 workers to approximately 50 staff members NHaiCh will remain 
in 1952, 


Dr Chandler listed four main aspects of work which the World Council 
must still perform on behalfof refugees; finishing the job of emigration assist~ 
ance to DP's and Volksdeutsche refugees; providing social and welfare care for 
some 60,000 DP's unable to emigrate; Th aS Ne the spiritual ministry of at 
' least 120 Orthodox priests and Protestant pastors of refugee groups; plus deal- 
ing with the six "danger-spots'', where no national indigenous church is able to 
meet the challenges of the refugee situation. 


Especially singled out as a challenge for Christian action was the pro- 
_blem of 850,000 Arab refugees in Palestine. Christians are obligated to aid 
these unfortunate people for three main reasons, according to the kev. Elfan Rees, 
adviser on refugee affairs to the World Council of Churches, who addressed the 
Consultation, 


Mr. Rees declared that no one else except Christians can accept "this 
challenge of unrelieved misery". He added that Christians are obligated to act 
because of the Christian missionary tradition and their sacrifices in serving the 
Church in the Holy Land. More important, Mr Rees added, Christians are "bound 
_to do the same" on behalf of Arab refugees because they have already aided Jewish 

refugees, 


: 
\e 
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Support for the work and witness of minority Protestant Churches in pre- 
dominantly Roman Catholic lands ~ Austria, Belgium, France, Italy, Portugal and 
Spain - was the second main area of need studied by the Consultation, Needs in 
this area are not new, the Consultation agreed, but have existed for many decades, 
However, the delegates affirmed that aid to such minority churches is a respons- 
ability which will continue to rest with the World Council of Churches for many 
years to come. 


: In the field of contributed goods, the Consultation learned that less 
_ than twenty per cent of requirements of food and clothing have been received in 
Hurope so far this year, Best expectations voiced were that probably not more 


: 
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than fifty per cent of the total minimum needs of $3,500,000 worth of food and 
clothing for 700,000 destitute Europeans could be met by March, 1952. The Con- 
sultation underlined the urgency of such needs, especially for refugees through- 
out Hurope and the ifiddle Hast, as well as for church workers and institutions 
in Hast Germany, Yugoslavia and Greece, 


Fourth area of unmet needs, the delegates agreed, lies in the work of 
restoring war-destroyed church bpildings, especially in Greece, plus assistance 
in establishing adequate worship’ centres for diaspora Old Catholic and Orthodox 
refugee groups and minority Protestant Churches in Western Hurope. 


Affirming their strategic value to the life and work of the Churches, 
inter-church aid projects operated by the Department were also reviewed. The 
Consultation recommended that such projects in exchanges of fraternal workers, 
health, scholarships, work-camps, laymen's work and ecumenical loans must not 


only be continued, but expanded if possible, B.P.S Geneva 
CEYLON Religious Instruction in Schools 


(Colombo):- In the announcement issued by the government and sent to 
educational institutions throughout the country it is stated that religious in- 
struction is being introduced in all Ceylon's State and State~aided schools. In 

_ the future teachers will be expected "not only to know their religion, but also 
how to teach it", 


Christian circles welcome this decision "since it assures freedom to 
teach the Scriptures without let or hindrance". Buddhist spokesmen said they 
expected the government's move to give an impetus to their desire to revive "the 
national culture", Buddhists form nearly 90 per cent of Ceylon's population. 

B.P.S.Geneva, 


New Director to the IMC's Committee on the Christian Approach 
to the Jews 


(Uppsala)s- On October 1st, 1951, Pastor Géte Hedenquist of Sweden be- 
came the Director of the International Missionary Council's Committee on the 
Christian Approach to the Jews in succession to Dr Conrad Hoffmann Jr, who had 
held the position from the commencement of the work twenty years ago» 


As leader of the Swedish Mission in Vienna Pastor Hedenquist was instrum— 
ental in helping about 3,000 Christians of Jewish origin to escape from Nazi 
persecution in Austria and find new homes in other countries. 


His new work will carry with it the special task of following up. the re- 
Commendations of the Amsterdam Assembly of the World Council of Churches, 1948, 
with regard to the attitude of the Church towards the Jew and the obligation laid 

upon it to include the Jew in the regular ministry. The three sections cof the 
International Committee in America, Great britain and the Kuropean continent. 
are under his direction. 


The headquarters of the International Comnittee will be in London and 
Uppsala, Sweden. E.P.S.Geneva 


a. 
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SCOTLAND Conference on Intercommunion 


Important aspects of Intercommunion were discussed by the Scottish 
Churches Ecumenical Committee at a conference held on October 9, in the 700 -year- 
old parish church of St Michael, Linlithgow. The members had before them the 
recent publication by the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of 
Churches, "Intercommunion",. The Rev. Prof, D.M. Baillie, St Andrews, chairman of 
the commission responsible for! the report, took the chair. 


The discussion centred chiefly on three questions: Does difference in 
view of the meaning of Holy Communion make present intercomaunion impossible? Is 
difference over order so great as to make intercommunion impossible? Is intercom 
munion to be regarded as possible prior to or only consequent upon greater eccle- 
Siastical unity? The place of baptism and of confirmation and admissicn was also 
discussed, The conference dispersed expressing common sorrow and contrition in 
face of the divisions of the Church, and the general desire that church members, 
young and oid, should be brought to understand and feel the scandal of the cleav- 
age aS preparation for its removal. 


The members of the conference represent the Church of Scotland, the 
Episcopal Church in Scotland, the Congregational Church, the Methodist Church and 
the Church of Christ, Although the committee over the past three years has had a 
number of meetings, the last gathering was the first conference of its kind. The 
intention of the committee is to provide a venue where ecclesiastical problems, 


common to the Churches in Scotland, can be discussed. #.»P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES The "Bishop of the Burma Road! 


(Washington) ;- The Rt Kev. K,Y. Huang, known as "The Bishop of the Ruruwa 
Road", has accepted the post of associate pastor of the Church of St Stephen's and 
the Incarnation (Episcopal) in Washington,D.C. 


A graduate cf St John's University, Shanghai, Bishop Huang studied at 
Philadelphia Divinity School and at the University of Pennsylvania. Yunkwai 
diocese, of which he was consecrated bishop in 1946, is in far south-western 
China, in the area made famous by the Burma Road during the war. Bishop Huang 


arrived in the United States only in March 1951. oP .o.Geneva 
CANADA The New Primate 


"Young enough to have progressive ideas, but old enough to hold a firm 
hand", is the way a colleague described the new Primate of All Canada, the Rt Rev, 
Walter Foster Barfoot. Archbishop Barfoot succeeds the late Archbishop Kingston 
at the head of the Anglican Church of Canada. 


In his informal address at the occasion of his installation, Archbishop 
Barfoot stressed the need for further unification of the Anglican Church in Canada 
and for continued effort towards the reunion of Christendom. He reminded his 
hearers of the unique contribution which the worldwide Anglican Communion can 
offer in the field of reunion. 
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"The Archbishop", writes "The Living Church", weekly of the Episcopal 
Church in the U.S.A., "supports a change in the present cumbersome title of the 
Church of England in Canada in order better to identify it as a truly Canadian 
institution. In this connection it may be said that after years cf considera- 
tion,.. the future title is likely to be 'The Anglican Church of Canadat or some- 


thing very similar", E.P.S Geneva 
CAMEROONS — | From Missionary Council ot National Christian 
Council 


At its latest meeting, held in Ndunge in the beginning of January 1951, 
the Council of the Cameroon and Equatorial Africa Evangelical Federation, which 
is made up of eleven French, British, American, Norwegian and Swedish missionary 
societies, unanimously approved the proposal to invite the African Churches start- 
ed or presented by member missions to take part, on the same footing as the 
missions, in the Federation's work. The Federation abandoned its former style 
of "Evangelical Missionary Federation" and adopted that of "Cameroon and Equator— 
ial Africa Evangelical Federationt, 


Article 8 of the Statutes defines as follows the réle and powers of the 
Council representing the Federation: 


"The rOle of the Cowcil shall be to represent Evangelical Christians as 
a whole to Government authorities and others; tc uphold the cause and interests 
of Evangelical Christians; to facilitate and encourage cooperation among the 
various missionary societies and the churches, especially in the following 
fields: rational delimitation of the sphere of action pertaining to each mission 
and Church represented; reallocation of mission fields; education; publication 
of Christien literature, 


"The Council shall study all questions of common interest to a number of 
missionary societies or of churches, and shall put forward such suggesticns as 


may appear to it to be indicated.,." #.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Nationwide Interdenominational Movement to 


Mobilise Men in Christian Service 


(Cincinnati);- A "nationwide interdenominational movement to mobilise 
10,000,000 men in Christian service to Church and community" was formally launch- 
ed in Cincinnati, October 6-7, 


Nine months of planning and preparation was brought to fruitisa with 
the inauguration of United Church Men of America, dedicated to bring togather 
Christian men of many denominations to give practical expression of their alle- 
giance to Jesus Christ, 


This first church-sponsored movement of its kind "aims to enlist rank 
and file church members across denominational lines in a lay ministry" to assist 
pastors in 147,000 Churches, It has the backing of virtually all the major 
Protestant Churches and four Eastern Orthodox communions,. 
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United Church Men of ‘America, under the lay leadership of Chairman Lem 
Tf. Jones, Kansas City candy manufacturer, and managerial board of 262 churchmen 
from virtually every state in the union, will operate as a general department of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. The new men's 
organisation is complementary to another general department of the National Coun- 
cil, the United Church Women, ‘the latter, now consisting of more than 1800 local 
councils of church women, had been operating for ten years as a separate inter- 
denominational organisation when its programme was merged in the National Coun- 
cil of Churches. 


To begin mobilise laymen mass meetings will be held in 18 key U.S. 
cities during 1952. 


Messages of greetings were received from the Rt Xev. Henry Knox Sherrill, 
president of the National Council, President Truman, General ilatthew B, Ridgway, 
American commander of United Nations forces in Korea, and many others. 


Bishop Sherrill, presiding Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 


expressed hope that "the deliberations in Cincinnati will bear great fruit in the 
‘Spiritual life of the Christian Church". President Trunan urged United Church 


Men to "turn the hearts and souls of men from rancour and hatred to love and the 
Spirit of brotherhood". "We may not hope to create a new heaven and a new earth 


in our own day and generation", he added, "but we can strive through prayer and 


labour to leave this world a little better than we found it', 


Laymen will be asked to support two programmes, The first, known as the 
"Every wian Plan", is directed at the individual Chrigtian Layman. Every Man Plan 
is designed to encourage seven~day~a-week practice of Uhristianity and greater 
assistance by laymen to their pastors in daily parish life, ‘The second programme 
envisages the formation of local councils of church inen to take concerted action 
on community problems such as juvenile delinquency, crime and racial prejudice 
and to work in close cooperation with local councils of Churches, 

PS, Geneva 

GREAT BRATAIN 4 Pastorel. Pamphlet on Strikes and Lockouts 

A statement "Strikes and Lockouts - the Ethics of Christian Action" has . 
been issued in pamphlet form by the British Council cf Churches not as an offic- 
ial Church "pronovncement" but as aid to clergy and Christian social workers in 
their understanding of this complex subject and in their pastoral duties among 
people who as members of a Vnurch are faced with difficult ethical problems 
arising from their conflicting loyalties, 


This statement has been prepared in consultation with those who have 
experience of industry as employers, managers, trade union officials and rank-and- 
file workers. ‘Wage Relativities", "Unofficial Strikes", “Communist Influence" 
and the "Closed Shop" are among eis aspects treated bere The pamphlet suggests 
anumber of points of moral theology and practical considerations which need to 
be taken into account in giving Christian teaching on this subject. 

&eP.S. Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN Armenian Church Celebration 


A special service was ‘held on October 7, 1951 in the Armenian Church, 


London, on the occasion of the anniversary of the battle of Vardanatz (battle 


of Parthian kings wainst Rome with the aim of reconquering Armenia). The Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury (Dr G. Fisher) preached the sermon, 


"The last half-century has seen great advances in creating that atmos- 


phere of Christian love and understanding on which future progress alone can be 
_based'', said the archbishop. "This is true of the relations of the Church of 


England with many Churches of different traditions from its own, but with none 
more so than with the Armenian Church, which in its close identification with 
the Armenian nation and people has kept alive and vigorous the Christian faith 
with which the nation was first officially identified as a result of the labours 
of that great missionary St Gregory the Illuminator. 


“Nor do we forget that the Kingdom of Armenia was the first state in the 


world to adopt Christianity as its official religion, and that King Tiridates III, 


in 303, set an example which was to be followed ten years later by the #mperor 
Constantine. Thins the Armenian Church and nation stood early in the forefront 


of the Christian Church... 


"It is a commonplace to say that we live in a world which is politically 
interdependent as never before... If Christendom is to fulfii its vocation in 
the world of today Christians must not be behind their secular brethren in adapt- 
ing themselves to the new situation". Separations and divergences of 1500 years 
will not be easily overcome. They must be bridged in a realistic spirit. 
"Christians must always seek new and developing relations in which they reach 


forward to new knowledge and brotherly love of one andther", 


“Throughout history Armenia has stood at the crossroads of Europe and the 


East, The Armenian people... has played a vital part in saving Europe by giving 


time for preparation and defence, while their country was occupied and sacrified 
to delay the invading hordes. We see in this battle the victory of Armenian 
Christianity... It is for this that we honour today, 1500 years later, the 


heroes of that battle, and pray that God will ever keep the Armenian peoples 


faithful to that example", E.P.S. Geneva 
_ URUGUAY Colonia Valdense To Be A Town 


The Uruguayan Parliament has passed a law declaring that the resident- 
ial area known as "Colonia Valdense" will henceforward be regarded as a town, to 


bear the name of "Valdense'', It is the biggest of the many centres founded in 


Uruguay (and in the Argentine) by Waldensian immigrants from Northem Italy, who 


SS aS 


came from Europe at the end of last century, and represent a noble Protestant 
tradition, E.P.S. Geneva 
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CEYLON Revival of Buddhism 


"Ceylon is witnessing a revival of Buddhism", writes the Kev. D.T. Niles 

_ in the October issue of "The World Christian Digest" (London), Trying to feature 
_ the trends in the texture of emotion behind this revival, the author - the Direct- 
or of the Y.M.C.A. Bible School in Colombo - writes; "Buddhism is a religion of 

_ festivals and pilgrimages, and where masses come together there is achieved a 

_ depth of devotional feeling which is out of proportion to the actual devotion of 

_ the individuals who compose the mass, 


; This mass devotion has been strengthened by exhibition of relics of two 
of the first disciples of the Buddha - Moggallana and Sariputta., Hundreds of 
thousands flocked to see them, "It was also noteworthy that, with respect to 
these mass demonstrations, the political leaders of the people have also shown 
themselves to be its religious leaders, More was accomplished by the fact that 
the Prime Minister himself prostrated before the relics and carried them on his 
_ head before the people, than could have been achieved in any other way", 


Another emotion is evident in the country, "an aggressive expectancy", 

_ For instance Dr B.R. Ambedkar, the most outstanding political leader of the Hari- 

_ jams in India and a member of the Central Cabinet, attended the Conference of the 
_World Fellowship of Buddhists in Ceylon. "He declared that he had become a Buddh- 
ist and that he had recommended to the Harijans to do the same, He pleaded at 

_ the Conference for a Buddhist missionary strategy that would achieve this end... 
it is significant too that the Buddhists have not only opened a centre for the 

_ propagation of Buddhism in Jaffna (the heart of Hinduism in Ceylon), but have also 
located this centre at Vannarponnai in the very midst of Hindu orthodoxy in Jaffna !' 


Missionary Buddhism has now become a fact in the life of Ceylon and the 
New Buddhist newspaper "The Buddhist World", which began publication in 1950, 

_ Serves the cause of this missionary enthusiasm, But there is still another aspect 
of the emotional content of this movement; it creates among Buddhists a sense of 
grievance. For instance University and Government leaders, in their “recrimina- 


es 
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tions about the past", make also "a specific demand for the future. They want 
the Ceylon Government to establish a governmental department for the protection 
and rehabilitation of Buddhism and Buddhist institutions", The inwardness of 
this demand "lies elsewhere than in the needs of the Buddhist movement itself. 
It lies in the desire to forge an instrument with which the Christian movement 
can be countered... 


"The following resolutions adopted by two representative Buddhist Confe- 
rences point the direction in which events are moving, It was resolved by the 
Conference of the World Fellowship of Buddhists; 


"1) that Governments concerned be urged to grant or assist through respect- 
ive diplomatic channels in the granting of facilities for the establishment of 
'Viharas'! where such do not exist; 


i "2) that in all countries where Buddhists predominate in numbers, all 
existing Acts and Rules contrary to the principles of Buddhism be repealed and, 
where sufficient protection is not existent, legislation be provided; 


"3) that all reflections offending any particular ideology, class, creed 
or country, be avoided in utterances or publications by Buddhists; 


"4) that the Dhamma Cakka, with eight spokes representing the Noble #ight- 
fold Path, be accepted as the International Buddhist Symbol and that the six- 
coloured Buddhist Flag be adopted as the International Buddhist Flag. 


"It was resolved also by the All-Ceylon Bhikku Congress to launch a 20,000 
Signature campaign to press the Government to revive Buddhism. The memorandum of 
the Congress further submits that the Ceylon Government has not respected Buddhist 
customs... and demands that it bring about such legislation as may be necessary 
for the revival of Buddhism", E.P.S. Geneva 


CCIA Urges Solution of Arab Refugee Problem 


Dr O. Frederick Nolde, Director of the Commission of the Churches on 

_ dInternational Affairs, will press for more vigorous governmental action for an 

_ adequate solution of the Arab refugee problem as one way of easing tensions in 

the Near and Middle East, when he attends the Paris meeting of the United Nations 
General Assembly in November. 


Recommendations adopted at the Conference on Arab Refugees convened at 
Beirut in May 1951 (see BPS No, 20) by the World Council of Churches and the In- 
_ ternational Missionary Council - of which the Commission is a joint agency —- have 
been an active concern of Protestant and Orthodox church groups in a number of 
countries. 


The Beirut recommendations call for adequate provisions to meet immediate 
relief needs of Arab lefugees, recognition of the right to repatriation, but also 
of the need for extensive resettlement and reintegration and a release of frozen 
bank accounts, They also urge compensation to meet the claim of justice for in- 
dividuals as well as groups, an international guarantee of frontiers, and the 
assurance of such continuing financial support from governments as is essential 
to long-range planning. 


x 
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Dr Nolde reported that in the United States the Joint Committee on Arab 
Refugees has been set up to implement the findings of the Beirut Conference. The 
Joint Committee is related to the Division of Foreign Missions (National Council 
of Churches) - Near East Committee, and Committee on Relief and Reconstruction 
Services; and to the Department of International Justice and Goodwill. In 
various conferences, he said, the committee has interpreted the Beirut recommenda- 
tions to representatives of the governments of Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Iraq, 
Lebanon, and Israel. / 


Dr Nolde reported that the committee has also authorised the raising of 
$200,000 over and beyond the appropriations of separate denominations, for the 


administration of its relief and resettlement programme. E.P.S Geneva 
UNITED STATES Blind Pastor Called to Serve Lutheran Church 


(New York);- Following a six-month trial period, Grace and St Paul's 
Lutheran Church in New York has issued a call to John Urich, who has been totally 
blind since birth, to serve as its pastor. The 35-year-old Lutheran seminary 
graduate has been ordained into the ministry and installed as spiritual head of 
the Manhattan congregation on Sunday, October 14, 


His call, approved unanimously at a congregational meeting on October 2, 
culminated a successful effort by the young pastor to show he is able to carry on 
all the normal duties of a clergyman despite his handicap. B.P.S.Geneva 


Wandering Scholars - Scholarship Programme 1951-52 


"I have never been obliged to think about so many problems. All the good 
and the bad of your Church and your country appear in a quite different and new 
way" - this is the experience of many students obtained after spending a year of 
study in another country. 


The arrival of 13 students from 8 countries to take up study in places 
offered by German seminaries through Hilfswerk and the World Council Scholarship 
Committee completes arrangements under the Scholarship Programme for the academic 
year 1951-52. 


The World Council Church-to-Church ecumenical exchange this year involves 
130 students. They come from Austria (3), Belgium((6), Finland (7), France (6), 
Germany (62), Greece (7), Holland (6), Italy (5), Norway (5), Protugal (1), Spain 
(1), Syria (1), Yugoslavia (2), Orthodox and Refugee Churches (7), Britain (1), 
Denmark (2), Sweden (2), Switzerland (1), Indonesia (1), United States (4). 
These theological students and church workers, both men and women, will study 
under arrangements completed through the Geneva Committee by Inter-Church Aid 
scholarship committees and Deans of seminaries in the United States (31 students), 


| Britain (26), Switzerland (26), France (19), Germany (13), Sweden (7), Canada (3), 


Holland (2), Greece (1), Italy (1), Israel (1). ~ 


The purpose of this period of study abroad is to provide young students 
and church leaders with a year's experience in the life of another Church and 


_ country., The present programme arose out of the need following the war to aid 


~~. « 
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students from devastaal countries, and since then has Uecome an important means 
of ecumenical encovnter between the Churches in and through the lives of their 
future pastors and leaders, 


This year for the first time students from Spain and Portugal are being 
brought to study in France, while the provision of scholarship opportunities by 
German and Italian Churches means that the exchange is becoming more fully reci- 
procal, Plans are under way both to increase the mutuality of the programme as 
between former "giving" and "receiving" areas, and also to broaden its basis to 
include older graduate and younger professor types of student on the one hand 
and church leaders requiring lay training and practical experience on the other. 


Many of these students, like those of last year, will participate in 
church life abroad ~ in meetings, field work, the work of the parish and in 
orientation conference where they will meet with representatives of the Churches 


in the lands to which they go, EoP.S Geneva 
UNITED STATES Protestants Oppose Appointment of Vatican Envoy 


(New York)s- United States Protestant leaders have expressed sharp dis- 
appointment, surprise and open opposition to President Truman's recent nomina- 
tion of General Mark Clark, an Episcopalian, to be ambassador to the Vatican, 


A White House announcement on Saturday, October 20, said that the Pre- 
Sident had sent General Clark's nomination to the Senate for confirmation, This 
action came, however, on the final day of the first session of Congress, and that 
body will not be able to act on the nomination wtil it reconvenes in January » 
In the meantime, it is expected that President Truman will give General Clark 
an interim appointment to the Vatican, 


The United Press quoted bishop Henry Knox sherrill, president of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. and presiding bishop of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church as saying that the "overwhelming majority" of 
Churches in the National Council were opposed to the idea of an ambassador to the 
Vatican. 


Bishop Sherrill termed Mr Truman's action as "unwise!, and declared it 
was bound to result in an "unhappy controversy" and a great division among the 
American people. He further expressed his belief that the newination would be 
withdrawn or defeated when it reached the Senate. 


Methodist Bishop G, Bromley Oxnam of New York also described General 
Clark's nomination as "unwise", 


Other Protestant leaders were also quoted as giving reactions to the 
proposed appointment of General Clark to the position fcrmerly held by Myron C, 
Taylor, another Episcopalian, from mid-way during World War Two until January, 
1950. 


Dr Frenklin Clark Fry, president of the United Lutheran Church in America, 
said he would urge the presidents of the 30 synods of his church of two million 
members to "swing into vehement, relentless action at once", 
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Dr J.M. Dawson, cf the baptist Public Affairs Committee, said he thought 
ir Truman's move "will be disruptive of national unity and will dissipate the 
good will and brotherhood which has been growing between Protestants and Roman 
Catholics", 


Dr Dawson further described the President's action as "a blundering 
policy for combating Communism", adding that "the Protestant countries through- 
out the world, beyond controversy, are making most effective stand against Com- 
munism" , 


Mr Truman's pastor, Baptist Dr Edward Hughes Pruden, in whose church the 
President attends worship, issued this statement; "I am very sorry that an am- 
bassador has been appointed to the Vatican. I would equally oppose a like ap- 
pointment to the world Baptist headquarters or the headquarters of any other re- 
ligious body. But it is my conviction that this is entirely contrary to our 
historic American position regarding the separation of Church and State". 


br Pruden concluded, "The President and I are both Baptists, and Baptists 
not only have a perfect right to differ among themselves, but are perfectly capa- 
ble of doing this without any decline of personal relationships or mutual esteem". 


E.P.S.Geneva 
CHINA "Pray for Us, and We for You! 


This message occurs at the end of a letter written by the Chinese Hakka 
Church to the workers of the Basle Mission when they had to leave. The letter 
comes as the culminating point of the report drawn up by Missionary Jakob Keck, 
recently back from China, for the anniversary of the Basle Mission, and is repro- 
duced in the Mission's annual report, which has just comeout, It runs: 


"In this great and difficult hour, when the missionaries are taking fare- 
well of us, we would send you our salutations of warmest gratitude. We thank 
you for sending us, out of the distant West, over land and sea, the messengers of 
the Gospel, and for helping to do the work of our Lord Jesus Christ, at first on 
our behalf and then shoulder to shoulder with us, for more than a hundred years, 


"We will take our stand in the future as in the past upon the Gospel of 
Christ alone. We recognise Christ the Lord and Him only as our Saviour and Re- 
deemer. We remain in a Church which is one ecumenical world-wide brotherhood in 
all countries. we will fight to continue in our own land as light and as salt, 
and to bear witness before our Chinese brethren by precept and example to the 
Gospel. And we know that the kingdoms of this world shall all pass away, and 
that the Kingdom of God is coming, whose path we too are ready to prepare, even 
in China, and even in suffering. 


"WVe remain behind in profound distress, iJe are like a little child that 
has just learnt to take its first steps when its mother is snatched away, ile 
know that, in spite of all outward separation, we are privileged to remain linked 
to you, in Him Who is our Head, Jesus Christ. We ask you to think of us, not mere- 
ly to think of us now and then in the future, but to turn to our God in steadfast 
Supplication and beseeching. 
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"Pray that His Kingdom may come in China too, Pray for the leaders of 
the Chinese Church, that they may be strong in the hour of temptation, Pray for 
the congregations, now often sheep without a shepherd, that they may abide with 
the One great Shepherd. 


"Pray for the teachers and students of the preachers! seminary, subject- 
ed to great pressure, and required to earn their daily bread by the work of their 
hands as well as carrying on their studies. Pray for all pastors, women Bible- 
readers and teachers, that they may be filled with the Holy Ghost. Pray for the 
young doctors and nurses in the hospitals, that they may show true mercy. Pray 
that we find the right way to serve our people, and thereby to remain true to 


our Lord and Saviour. Pray for us, and we for you', K.P .S.Geneva 
ARGuNT INA Circuit-hiding 


What are the nature and significance of the work done by #vangelical 
travelling preachers in the Argentine? One such preacher gives an account of his 
activities in the "Rivista Parroquial Hvangelica" (Evangelical Parish Review) 
of the German-speaking Protestant Synod of La Plata; 


"All preaching is intended to win men to their own salvation for God and 
His Saviour Jesus Christ. The travelling preacher has to do this among men who 
only have one to six opportunities in the year of attending a service. Asa 
travelling preacher, therefore, you learn to Speak very simply on points of 
central importance. You may ask whether there is any point in the little one is 
able to do - well, one service a year is better than none at all!... In 1949 I 
counted those attending the services, There were some seventy services, attend- 
ed by about 1,100 men and 1,500 women, i.e, 2,600 adults in all, not counting 
those who had not been confirmed, 


"In four localities we are allowed to use a small church. In Comodoro 
Rivadavia I preach in the church of the Reformed Boers, in Bariloche, this year 
for the first time, on the premises of the Baptist congregation. Ecumenicity 
decidedly! Where else? It is a principle with us that services can be held any- 
where, I have held them in sitting-rooms, kitchens, bedrooms, restaurants, even 
in the open air... Of special importance here in the Argentine is what is known 
as the 'yapa', best rendered as ‘overplus', Services always provide a particul- 
arly good opportunity for this; people who have not seen each other for a long 
time meet and talk again after the service. Thus it has come to be a local 


custom for them to stay together after worship! , #.eP,S.Geneva 
SAAR Special Stamps for Reformation Anniversary 


A special issue of stamps will be on sale in the post-offices of the 
Saar at heformation-tide, commemorating the 375th anniversary of the Reformation 
celebrated this year, The stamps are to the value of 15 (French) francs, with 
an additional impost of 5 francs. The proceeds of this impost goes to the Evan- 
gelical Church in the Saar, and has been earmarked for the reconstruction of 
church buildings. The Government and postal authorities promoted the issue of 
these stamps. 
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The design bears the juxtaposed profiles of the two Reformers, Luther 
and Calvin, and photostat copies of old Reformation engravings. 


All stamps will be affixed to special "first-day cover" postal cards and 
will receive original cancellation cachets on October 31, first day of issue. 
Prices for these philatelic items have been set at fifty French francs apiece 
(approximately 14¢ USA currency). Orders may be placed with Herrn Kirchenrat 
Otto Wehr, Spichererbergstrasse 71, Saarbriicken, Saar, accompanied by interna- 


tional postal money orders. &.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Church Women Work for Peace 


: (dinneapolis) ;- A world peace programme for church women was formulated 
in Minneapolis, Minn, by the executive committee of the United Church Women. 
This organisation - department of the National Council of Churches - represents 
some 10,000,000 Protestant and Orthodox women. It urged women; 


"To inform senators of their opinion regarding ratification of the con- 
vention against genocide; 


"To study the proposed Human Rights Covenant and inform senators of their 
Opinion when the time comes for ratification; 


"To study the Japanese Peace Treaty and be prepared to inform senators of 
their opinion when the question of ratification arises; 


"To study the plight of Arab refugees and support United States efforts 
through the United Nations to solve this problem", 


Another recommendation called for a joint group from the department's 
world missions and world relations committees "to find ways of promoting world 


_ peace through international contacts such as foreign students in the United States 


: 


q 


and American representatives abroad", 


The committee also discussed how it might get church women to work in 
their communities and local Churches for the department's recently announced five- 
point programme, called "The Christian Woman's Action Programme for World Peace", 


It was announced that Mrs Francis B, Sayre will act as the observer and 
reporter for the United Church Women at the Paris session of the General Assembly 
of the United Nations. 


Theme of the next World Day of Prayer to be held February 1952, will be 


"Christ our Hope", | B.P.S.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Memorial to William Temple 


(Canterbury);- The altar memorial installed in the chapel of St John 
the Evangelist at Canterbury Cathedral in nemory of the late Archbishop William 
Temple (see EPS No. 40) was dedicated on October 16 by the present Primate, the 
Most Rev. G. Fisher, who offered thanksgiving for the life and example of his 
predecessor. 
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They remembered, he said, Temple's single-mindedness, his spiritual 
depth, the fearlessness of his witness, and the far-reaching influence of his 
life and work. They remembered the power of his leadership in the Life and 
Liberty Movement, in his episcopate in Manchester, as Archbishop of York, and 
all too briefly, of Canterbury, in the Hcumenical wMlovement, and in the creation 
of the British Council of Churches and of the World Council of Churches. 


The service which was attended by members of the late Primate's family, 
clergy from all parts of the Canterbury diocese, and representatives of the city 
of Canterbury, concluded with the hymn, "King of Glory', and a blessing of the 


Archbishop. E.P.S. Geneva 
GERMANY Conference on Children's Services and 


Sunday School Work 


The first conference to be held on German soil to discuss children's 
services and Sunday-school work met in Hamburg on October 13-16, under the 
auspices of the World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Associa-~ 
tion, Its main theme was "Jesus Christ, Teacher and Lord!', 


Up to l0Qof the children from Evangelical families in the Mark of 
Brandenburg (Bastern Zone) are receiving Christian instruction in churches, 
carried on since the Government's abolition of religious instruction in schools, 
it waszeported. In Berlin some 80% of such children take part in this voluntary 
Christian instruction, for which the permission of parents must be obtained. 

"A strong development towards a special children's service is evidenced whereby 
sermons for children are a prominent feature", comments the East Zone Church 
Chancellery, which adds that in that zone "sufficient helpers are available for 
this Sunday school work, which is not conducted by any church organisation", 


The Free Church Sunday School organisations reported that, as regards 
Germany as a whole, on an average 80% of children of families of that denominat-~ 
ional adherence had not attended children's services. It was recalled that the 
first German Sunday school was started in Hamburg in 1825 by the founder of the 
German Baptist community, Johann Gerhard Oncken and that while the regional 
Evangelical Churches developed children's services, the Evangelical Free Churches 
retained Sunday Schools, &.P.S.Geneva 


(Editorial Note: The mark Brandenburg, with a population of approx, 2,622,000, of 
which 86% are Evangelicals, is in the Soviet-occupied zone of Germany, surround- 
ing Berlin and bordered on the East by the Oder-Neisse line. The 28 Evangelical 
regional Churches form together today the Evangelical Church in Germany - EKD in 
German - as distinct from the Evangelical Free Churches) 


GREAT BRITAIN Frimate 's Tribute to Ecumenical Fellowship 


Presiding at the 19th half~yearly meeting in London of the British Coun- 
cil of Churches the Archbishop of Canterbury said that in his tour of Australasia 
and West Africa he was continually involved in the ecumenical fellowship and was 
able to note its power and influence. The Council agreed that the use of the title 
"associates of the Ecumenical Movement" be discontinued and "The Ecumenical Fel- 
lowship" used in future as a collective description of individuals and groups 
associated with the Council, B.P.S.Geneva 
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SOUTH AFRICA Alan Paton on the Unity of Mankind 


4 Alan Paton, author of the widely-read novel "Cry, the Beloved Country", 

_ and distinguished Christian educator and pioneer in penal reform in South 
Africa, delivered the third annual Peter Ainslie ilemorial Lecture on Christian 
Unity before Rhodes University at Grahamstown, on August 29. 


Speaking on "Christian Unity - A South African View", Mr Paton addres- 
sed himself to the government's policy of apartheid (racial segregation) and the 
attitude of the Churches towards such separation. He expressed the conviction 
"that if separation of man from man goes beyond practical and utilitarian con- 
Siderations, and becomes itself elevated into some kind of morality, we shall 
short, find ourselves separated from God". Mr Paton warned that "the failure 
of a Church to show the unity of mankind may result in its decay", 


The Peter Ainslie Memorial Lecture is delivered annually at hhodes 
_ University under the auspices of the University's Department of Livinity and the 


_ Association for the Promotion of Christian Unity in U.S.A. E.P.S.Geneva 
CHINA The Anglican Church in Hong Kong 
g The diocese of Hong Kong has recently by agreement with the other dio- 


Ceses of the Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui (the Anglican Church in China) become "a 
detached diocese (see EPS No. 36), faithful in its faith, order and worship to 
_ the constitution of the Chung Hua Sheng Kung Sui, but for the time being outside 
its jurisdiction. Since it is contrary to Anglican practice that a diocese 
should stand by itself in isolation and without a Metropolitan, the Diocesan 
Synod of Hong Kong has requested the Archbishop of Canterbury "to supply the 
_ metropolitical functions prescribed by the constitution and canons of the Chung 
‘Hua Sherg Kung Hui, acting as trustee for the same constitution and canons", 


This request is addressed to the Archbishop not in virtue of his posi- 
_ tion in the Church of Zngland but in virtve of the place which is given to the 
See of Canterbury in the Anglican Communion, It is in this capacity that the 


oe 
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Archbishop (Dr Fisher) has acceded to the Synod's petition, consenting "to assume 


for the time being those responsibilities with regard to the diocese of Hong 
_ Kong which are by Anglican tradition exercised by a Metropolitan", "In accept— 


ing these duties", he writes, "I regard myself as a trustee for the Chung Hua 
Sheng Kung Hui, and in exercising my metropolitical functions I shall always be 
Buided, so far as conditions permit, by the canons and constitution of that 


- Church", 


a 4 


The Anglican Communion comprises in addition to the Church of England 
fully organised provinces in Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Canada; that of India, 
Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon; and in Australie, New Zealand, Japan, South Africa, 


West Africa, the West Indies, and the United States; also dioceses not organised 


in provinces. E.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES President Truman's Change on Envoy Appointment 


to Vatican 


(Washington) :- Following widespread protests by Protestant church lead- 


ers against the earlier announcement (see EPS No. 42) President Truman has decid- 


ed for the time being not to nominate General Mark Clark temporary Ambassador 
to the Vatican while U.S. Congress is in recess. It was stated that this deci- 


_ Sion was based on the legal opinion that the General soulc not accept the nomina- 
_tion and at the same time remain in the Army, 


Meanwhile Protestants continue to protest against the appointment of 


such an envoy to the Holy See, For instance, George W. Buckner Jr, President 

of Associated Church Press (an organisation of more than 100 religious publica- 

_ tions with a total circulation in excess of five million), has addressed a letter 
of protest to President Truman, pointing out; 


"In our annual meeting members have repeatediv and unanimously voiced 


their opposition even to the somewhat less objectionable appointment of Mr Myron 


C, Taylor as the President's personal ambassador to the Vatican", 


Mr Buckner recalled that in response to a question addressed to President 


‘Truman by Dr W.P. Lipphard on behalf of the Associated Church Press on July 19, 


1948, the late Charles Ross, Secretary to the President has replied on August 4 
of that year; "I am glad to inform you that the President's assurance that the 
mission of Myron C, Taylor, Personal Representative of the President of the 


United States of America to His Holiness the Pope, would be terminated when peace 


is made still stands. Moreover, that will remain the President's policy and will 


be strictly adhered to so long as he is in office", 


wir Buckner continueds "ie call upon you to honovr both the letter and 


Spirit of that solem assurance, and we reiterate our expressed conviction that 
_the sending of an ambassador to the Vatican would involve the abandonment of the 
American practice of according equal status and treatment to all religious groups.. 


We further believe that to assume that Vatican cooperation" in the struggle 


against Communism "can be had only by the abandonment of our nation's hoagivect- 


policies with respect to separation of Church and State constitutes an unwarrant- 


ed reflection on the integrity and effectiveness of the Holy See". 


: 
‘- 
a 
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A copy of this letter was sent by Dr Buckner to Senator Thomas Connally, 
Chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee of the Senate with a covering letter 
expressing the hope "that the Committee and the Senate will act unfavourably on 
this nomination", 


On October 28, ifr Charles P, Taft of Cincinnati (member of the Executive 
Committee of the World Council of Churches) declared (reports United Press) that 
already in January last President Truman had offered him the post of ambassador 
to the Vatican, that he had declined the offer and had tried to dissuade Mr Tru- 
man from appointing an envoy. _ E.P,.S.Geneva 


New Refugee Needs Face Churches as 10 Terminates 


Mr Elfan Rees, Chairman of the Standing Conference of the Voluntary 
Agencies working for Refugees, paid a tribute to the work of the International 
Refugee Organisation at the General Council's 8th session in Geneva and stressed 
the need for reminding Governments, their peoples and United Nations as a whole 


_ that a new refugee problem of at least equal magnitude, for which no official 


action seems at present contemplated, has to be faced after IRO's termination 


this year. The conference cf voluntary agencies had come into existence before 
It and would outlive it but the rdle of voluntary agencies was supplementary to 


official action, for by the limitation of their resources and their non-official 
nature they could meet certain basic needs of refugees, 


"We are left, however, to face a horrifying burden of human Misery and 
homeless with no adequate official star to which we can hitch our waggons of 


_ Supplementary service... ie have pledged our loyal cooperation to the United 


—" 


Nations High Commissioner ior Refugees (Dr G.J- van Heuven Goedhart), but we are 
ill content, as he must be himself, to contemplate a future in which the United 
Nations' action provides only that a refugee may strive in the security of legal 
protection... It is the tragedy of the new refugee that fear and persecution 


drives him upon our mercy at a time when the free world is becoming emotionally 


exhausted with the refugee problem". 


Mir Kees welcomed the report of the IRD Director-General (Mr J. Donald 


Kingsley) on residual problems and quoted three sentences? 


")."A refugee problem of considerable magnitude will remain after the 


Organisation ceases to function’, 


2."It may well assume critical proportions when the safety provided by 


the If ceases to exist in the near future', 


’ 


3N"It would be a serious error to conclude that the refugee problem as 


awhole has been solved and can now be dismissed", 


Mr Rees, who as World Council of Churches! refugee adviser has alerted 


“world attention to the refugse problems ov Garinaigy, Auytedea and the Neas East 


respectively at the Council's 1949 Hamburg, 2950 Salzburg and 1951 Beirut con- 
ferences, commented on these three statements of Mr Kingsley: "We (the voluntary 


agencies) believe that it will be news - and startling news~'toyour governments 


k 


their peoples and to United Nations as a whole", 
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In a draft communication to the United Nations General Assembly (meet~ 
ing in Paris in November), 10's General Council reviewed new and ongoing refugee 
needs in Surope, the Middle Hast, Far wast and the Philippines and pointed out 
that "although the problems inherent in the situation as here set out are clearly 
not of sufficient magnitude to justify the maintenance of RO, they are so grave 
in terms of human suffering that they call for urgent consideration uy the 
United Nations", B.eP,S.Geneva 


European Continent Missionary Conference 


(Freudenstadt) s- "Opportunities for More Intensive Cooperation between 
Continental Missions" was the subject discussed at the European mission confe- 
rence convened in Freudenstadt, in the Black Forest, froin October 16 to 20 by 
the Vice-President of the International Missionary Council, Professor H. Kraemer, 
The leading missionary organisations of belgium Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, 
Norway, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and Switzerland sent representatives to 
work out the questions concerning the conference into a number of practical pro- 
positions. The tone of the whole conference was set by the pressing question 
"Does the present form taken by Continental mission work, in pattern and content, 
both inside and outside its own borders, take sufficient account of the way of 
the world?" 


This nexus of problems will shortly be studied by a smaller, reappoint- 
ed committee "with special regard to the mission work reaching out from the Con- 
tinent", 


Among the individual tasks to be examined by this committee are "strength- 
ening cooperation on the mission-fields cared for by more than one 4uropean mis- 
sion", in order "to support from home their efforts to umiite"; "encouraging 
special work", which "cannot be done by individual societies end countries un- 
aided," as for instance the production of literature for native Christians and 
Churches; "investigating the possibility" whereby individual societies which 
have lost their mission-ficlds but are not sufficiently strong to begin again 
by themselves might be enabled through supra-national unions to make a fresh 
start in the form of teamwork. 


A further "working party for the coordination of mission research work", 
established by the Conference, is to deal specially with the Biblical and theo- 
logical basis of mission work, 


W2th regard to the training of missionaries, the Freudenstadt Conference 
recommended the societies to ensure "the best possible scientific education", 
including a thorough "acquaintance with the present radical transformations in 
the religious; ideological, economic and political fields", and ‘an introduction 
to the ecumenical movement", these being an "obvious prerequisite". The coopera 
tion of individual Uhurches and societies is to be encouraged by the clubbing- 
together of mission training establishments and the joint training of non-theo- 
logian mission workers. "The missionaries of the future should realise what it 
means to have to perform their service on the mission field as, in general, 
members of the Younger Churches", To "stamp that service from the start as an 
office of the Church", all mission workers, male and feinale, "should be installed 
by and in the presence of their parish with the laying-on of hands" , 
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In view of the generally--recognised need for the most thorough possible 
training of missionaries, the Conference listened with the greatest interest to 
the plan to establish an international missionary institute, submitted by Dr J.C. 
Hoekendijk, Secretary for Evangelism at the ijorld Council of Churches, Geneva. 

A commission is to examine the steps thought to be feasible and desirable in 
regard to such an institute, and convey its findings to the national missionary 
councils. 

The Vonference expressed its gratitude for the missionary study courses 
recently started in the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, and hoped that these 
would be regularly continued. 


The Conference also considered in detail the responsibilities of "home 
mission work", As it is important that information and reports on this matter 
should be exchanged and made available for all countries, the Conference resolved 
to request a special commission to set vp a central office for mission literature, 


The findings of the various working groups are to be submitted in the 


form of reports to the conference oi the International Missionary Comeil which 


is to meet in Germany in July 1952. E.P.S.Geneva 
GREECE Eeumenical Symposium on St Paul's World-Wide Mission 


(Athens) :- An Ecumenical Symposiun ("Paulus-Hellas-Oikumene") has been 
published by the Student Christian Association of Greece, in order, as its honor- 
ary president Professor P.I. Bratsiotis points out, to aid the ecumenical student 
world to realise in a deeper way today the significance of the jubilee of St 
Paul's arrival in Europe 1900 years ago, 


Contributions by distinguished leaders from Orthodox, Roman Catholic and 
Protestant Churches of different countries, written in English, French and German, 
include: "The Foundations of Pauline Ethics' by Professor Basil Ionides {alo- 


nica), "Paul in his Youth" by Professor Karl Adam (Tubingen, Germany), "The New 


Creation" by Father Jean Daniélou, of the Society of Jesus (Paris), "The Sense of 
liberty in St Paul" by Professor Jacques Ellul (Bordeaux), "The Call of Jesus" 

by the Kev. D.T. Niles (Ceylon), and "The Economy of the Charismata and the 
Ecumenical Movement" by Dr i/.A, Visser 't Hooft. Suzanne de Dietrich expounds 
Significant aspects of the Pauline Hpistles, Professor #mil Brunner (Zurich) the 
development of Saul the persecutor to become Paul the Christian, and Professor 
George Florovsky (New York) "The Gospel of Resurrection", The relevance of St 
Paul's world-wide message to the World's Student Christian Federation is present- 
ed by Dr Robert C. Mackie and "The Apostle Paul and the Eastern Orthodox Church!" 


by Irenaeus, Metropolitan of Samos. HeP.S. Geneva 
Gis RMANY Church People Express Gratitude in Gifts for 


at ar ee emer mae 


In response to widespread requests for such a practical expression of 
gratitude for aid received from abroad in Germany, the Cowmcil of the Evangelic- 
al Church has issved a circular letter to its 28 constituent Churches requesting 
that collections of gifts in aid of suffering children in Korea "should be made 
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at an appropriate occasion, as, for instance, the conclusion of an armistice", 
This request was followed by an appeal for aid for Korean children launched at a 
press conference in Hanover by Pastor Albertz, the Minister for Social Welfare 
in the provincial government of Lower Saxony, Profesor Hans Iwand, of Géttingen 
University, and Pastor Heinz Kloppenburg, of Oldenburg. The money so collected 
it was announced, "is to be forwarded through the World Council of Churches, 
while supplies of medicine will be transported to Korea on board a Danish 


hospital ship". #.P.S. Geneva 
GERMANY Bishop Dibelius on the Church's Task in 
pee pectrnhneg rae oe gn ee HUE CHS $ask in 


East-West Relations 


im an article on "The Evangelical Church between East and West" publish- 
ed in the weekly periodical "Christ and Welt" (The Christian and the World) 
points out that when urged to take a position towards the question fof "remili- 
tarisation" or of "contribution to defence", the Church "cannot do otherwise 
than express its sense of responsibility to its own specific task. 


The Evangelical Church in Germany is united on three points: 1) The 
Church of Jesus Christ is a power of peace and stands for peace; 2) The Evangel- 
ical Church stands for the unity of Germany; 3) The Evangelical Church cannot 
advocate the reintroduction of general military conscription, 


The Bishop added; "It is God's will... that the nations should form a 
great family which accomplishes a positive task together. The Church is not 


here to say "No" but rather to work for a positive goal", E.P.S. Geneva 
GiwAT BRITAIN Meeting of the British Council of Churches 
A SC en eeepenpaeceinstente peepee 


The Archbishop of Canterbury presided at the 19th meeting of the British 
Council of Churches (see PS No. 42) which was held in London, October 22-23, at 
which there was a representative attendance of members from the Churches in ing- 
land, Scotland, Ireland and Wales. 


Race Kelations;- The Council adopted several resolutions. On the 
motion of Dr K.G. Grubb, chairman of the International Department, it was re- 
solved; 


"That the British Council of Churches, noting that the Union of South 
Africa is renewing its claim that the three High Commission Territories (Basuto- 
land, Swaziland and the Bechuanaland Protectorate) should be incorporated in the 
Union, 


“Recalling the pledges given by His Majesty's Government in the United 
Kingdom that these territories would not be transferred to the Union without con- 
sulting their inhabitants and the United Kingdom Parliament, 


"Believing that in present circumstances there is danger that such trans- 
fer would expose loyal subjects of the Crown to racial discrimination, undermine 
the confidence of African peoples throughout the continent and ultimately endanger 


_ peace, 


ae 


@ 
’ 
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wed 
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"Affirms its conviction that no transfer of these territories to the 
Government should be made except with the full consent of the peoples concerned 
and declares that in adhering to such a policy, with increasing measures for the 
economic and social welfare of these territories, the United Kingdom Government 
would have the strongest support of the Council..." 


| inter-Church Aid And Refugee Service:- After receiving the half~yearly 
report of the Inter-Church Aid and Refugee Service Department presented by the 
Bishop of Sheffield, the Council resolved: "That the Department's forthcoming 
appeal for refugees in Europe and the Middle East and for Inter-Church Aid and 
Orphaned Missions be commended to the constituent Churches of the Council and 


that they be asked to bring the appeal to the attention of their congregations...!! 


% ee es ee eee 


Churches by the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, and authoris- 
ed its Executive Committee to initiate discussions with representatives of the 
_ Conference of British Missionary Societies with a view to examining the implica- 
_ tions of the document for the life and witness of tne Churches in this country. 


: "After receiving reports from three of the delegates to the European Lay- 
men's Conference held at Bad Boll, Germany, last July, the Council agreed to ask 
its Executive Committee to appoint an "ad hoc" group to explore the present posi- 
_tion in regard to laymen and laywomen and to advise the Council on any action it 


might usefully take’. E.P.S. Geneva 
| GERWANY Death of "Confessing Church" Leader Karl Koch 


; (Bielefeld):- ie regret to announce the death, aged 75, of Dr Karl Koch, 
who for 22 years was President (Prdses) of the °ynod of the Evangelical Church in 
Westphalia, and proved a fearless protagonist of the "Confessing Church’ movement 
for freedom of Uhristian witness under tho Nazi Third Reich. 


In 1934 he was president of the movement's national synod which issued 
the historic Barmen Declaration rejecting "the false doctrine that the Church can 
and must acknowledge as a source of its proclamation, besides and in addition to 
this one Word of God, other events, powers, forms and truths as the revelation of 
God", and of its subsequent synods at Dahlem, Augsburg and Oeynhausen. 
_ 
: After the end of the second world wer he re-established order in the 
Westphalian Church and represented the entire Evangelical Church in the British 
zone towards the occupation authorities. Dr Koch, who had been a member of the 
German Reichstag and the Prussian Parliament before 1933, lived since 1949 in re- 
_tirement and devoted himself to the work of the Church's Inner Mission and was 
“president of the Kvangelical Press Association of Westphalia and Lippe. 


‘ £.P.S.Geneva 
"PHILIPPINES Asiatic Seminar on Christian Broadcasting 


; (Manila):- Missionaries from ninz countries attended an Asiatic seminar 
on Christian broadcasting in sianila under the auspices of the Far East Broadcast- 
ing Company, Purpose of the seminar was to discuss the problems of Christian 
broadcasting in Southeast Asia. The Far East Broadcasting Company broadcasts 
Gospel programmes in more than thirty languages. _ E.P.S.Geneva 
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_ ETHIOPIA For the First Time Coptic Church Consecrates Own Bishops 


(Addis Ababa):- Historic rites took place in Holy Trinity Cathedral 
when the Coptic Orthodox Church in #thiopia consecrated its own bishops for the 
first time. The five new prelates are; Bishops Philippus, guardian of Coptic 
_ Holy Places in Jerusalem; Marcus of #ritrea; Gregorius of Jimma province; 
Thaddeus of Goreii province; and Gatiiel of Dessie province. The consecration 
was performed by Amba Basilios, first native born primate of Hthiopia. 


Each of the bishops was presented personally with a crozier by Emperor 
Haile Selassie, 


Ethiopian bishops were formerly consecrated in Egypt by the Coptic 
Patriarch of Alexandria, who is titular head of all Coptic Churches in Africa and 
the Near East. But last year, according to a new agreement (see EPS No. 4, 1951), 


Archbishop Basilios succeeded to the former Egyptian Primate, B.P.S. Geneva 
; UNITED STATES Negro Pastor Heads Ministerial Association 


(Churchville, Va.):- A young Negro pastor has been elected president 
of the Augusta County Ministerial Association in Churchville. The Rev. M.H. Tynes, 
a graduate of Yale Divinity School, will head the predominantly white organisation 
during the coming year. (Augusta County is situated in west central Virginia in 
a predominantly conservatives rural area.) 


A similar example was reported in Staffordville, Conn. (see EPS No.3) 
when a coloured pastor started pastoral work for an entirely white congregation. 
HeP.S. Geneva 


UNITED STATES Christians Help Mohammedan Refugees 
(Philadelphia);~ Representatives of American Protestant and Orthodox 


Churches and Turkish government officials lauched a relief shipment of food and 
clothing destined for Turkey to aid 150,000 Mohamm:danrefugees from Bulgaria. 
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The shipment includes a carload of wheat and one of beans and 25,000 
pounds of clothing. 


Describing the relief shipment as an expression of the Christian con- 
cern to relieve and prevent suffering, Dr Fairchild, executive director of Church 
World Service, a department of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the U.S.A., commented that although "America is now indisputably the wealthiest 
nation in the world, the gifts that make this ministry possible, come from the 
poorest as well as the wealthier members of Christian congregations, often by the 


Sacrifice of other things the givers would like", E.P.S. Geneva 
INDONESIA Christian Responsibility towards State 


(Djakarta);- The Christian responsibility towards the State in a pre- 
dominantly Moslem country was urged in a recent address to the Student Christian 
Movement in Djakarta by Mr Albert Wangaratua Tambunan, a prominent leader of the 
Protestant Party and Vice-Chairman of the Indonesian Parliament: "le Christians 
live among a Moslem majority. We must accept this as a fact, not taking refuge 
in the defeatists 'Things were better under the Dutch', We as Christians must 
give ourselves to the building of the State, which, under God, is our own", 


"Many of our fellow-countrymen would make this a Moslem State. The 
future of the S.C.M. is involved. If we see only those Moslem groups which are 
intent on establishing a religious State, then we may become pessimistic. But go 
long as responsible and influential groups unite to maintain religious freedom, 
we need to have no fear, We Protestants find ourselves allied with the P.N.I. 
(Nationalist Party), the P.S.I. (Socialists) and other groups determined to main- 
tain this constitutional right. As individuals we struggle to maintain this 
right, not leaving the responsibility to secular groups for winning our battle", 

E.P.S.Geneva 


JAPAN The Significance of the San Francisco Conference 


on the Peace Treaty 
"We Japanese Christians will never forget our failures in the past" 
and "deeply regret that we could not avert the mistaken national policy of our 
nation", writes the Rev. A. Ebisawa, General Secretary of the National Christian 
Council of Japan in "Kyocho Jiho" (No, 21), official organ of the Council, in an 
article entitled "The Significance of the San Francisco Conference on the Peace 
Treaty as seen by a Japanese Christian", 


"As those who clearly see the Christian spirit which has motivated the 
peace treaty ideal", Mr sbisawa declares, "we Japanese Christians feel most deeply 
indebted to those outstanding American leaders" (General ic Arthur, General Ridg- 
way, Special Envoy John Foster Dulles, Ambassador Sebold) "who have arranged for 
this generous treaty, and we glorify God for His wise guidance in all those pro- 
ceedings", 


The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs at its meet— 
ing in holle, Switzerland, had considered the general spirit of reconciliation 
which animates the draft and distinguishes: it from traditional treaties with de- 


No. 44 - November 9, 1951 -3- 301 


_feated countries. The Commission adopted a resolution expressing "the hope that 
this quality of reconciliation may be preserved in any subsequent modifications", 
"We Japanese Christians", contintes Mr, Ebisawa, "heartily join with this resolu- 
1 LON» ee 
: "We are firmly determined for the future to uphold Christian principles 
at whatever cost, as those who have learned our lessons by mistakes", the state- 
“ment goes on. "We feel it our duty henceforth to make it the object of our prayers 
: and plans to render any possible ‘service to the welfare and development of the 
“Churches in the Orient, as a slight recompense for the damage and sufferings our 
people have caused them in the past,.... 


f "We Japanese Christians and our missionaries", concludes M. Ebisawa, 
“should be trying our best to clarify... misleading conceptions which the general 
public hold concerning the Christian Churches... We should bear witness that the 
‘Christian Ecumenical Movement can never be 'the tool of American imperialism! but 
is God's divine programme with the lofty ideal of the world mission of the Church. 
We see the signs of the times glorious with great opportunity, yet not without 

many complicated problems involved in the politico-social background in the Orient", 


E.P.S.Geneva 
NICOBAR ISLANDS Christ's Fisherman 


"When a Mr Solomon came from India fifty years ago and started a school 
with twelve boys, I was a simple wild boy, running about on the beach, bathing in 
‘the sea and living among superstitious witchcraft", said Jom Richardson, Anglican 
Bishop of the Nicobars (in the Gulf of bengal), addressing a youth rally organised 
on October 22 in Central Hall, Westminster, London, in connexion with the 250th 
“anniversary of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, ' 


"It was Christ who set me free", declared Bishop Hichardson. "Fifty 
years ago, no one was educated in the Nicobars. Iwas the first Nicobarese to be 
Sent to Hangoon to be educated and trained as a teacher, the first priest and the 
first bishop. Since then, I have become the first Nicobarese to set foot in 
England... 


“Our experience in the Nicobars", continued the bishop, "shows how the 
Church can grow. Before the war, our numbers have increased tenfold. But we are 
Still a young Church; we still need mother's milk and careful nursing from SPG. 
My visit to fngland has resulted in a great interest being taken in the Nicobars. 
The Anglican Young People's Association is helping in the provision of a launch, 
and next year I hope I shall be sailing in her. My visit has made me realise the 
@reatness of the one Church. Despite our different races, colour and language, 
we are all equal members of Christ's body. My people, in their loincloths, are 
brothers and sisters to every Christian in the world. The conversion of my people 
“is God's work; it is not of my doing. I am a man of simple education. I know 
‘no Greek or Hebrew. I am like the fisherman of old Galilee. Christ needs me; 
‘He sends me and I go and catch for Him in the Nicobars", E.P.S.Geneva 


, 


i 
+ 
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INDIA S.C. slission to the o tudents/Trivandrum 


Trivandrum University with 1,500 Christian students in ten colleges 
is one of the largest Christian student centres in Asia. Only about 500 come 
within the orbit of activities of the Student Christian Movement (S.C.M.) and all 
Church youth groups put together. 


This year plans were drawn up by the Kerala $.C.M. to conduct a "iifis- 


sion to Students", with a main purpose of presenting the Uhristian message to the 


student community at large,"in the direction of reaching a definite decision about 
what our faith and practice should be", 


A series of evening addresses attended by an increasing group of 
students, rising from 300 to over 400 on the last day, featured addresses. The 
Most Kev. the Metropolitan Jyhanon ilar Thoma spoke on "Belief in God" - "Christ- 
ianity is Idealism" - "Communism is healism, Is it true?" « "The Christian 
Church" ~ "What Christ means to me’, 


"The Guardian", a Christian weekly in Madras, said of the Mission on 
October 4; “It is difficult to estimate the extent to which the Mission was ef- 
fective, It has certainly won the Churches in the city to a lively interest in 
the S.C.M. It has poured streams of new life into the Movement itself and won 


_ many who were wavering on the edge to a more active interest in Christian activity. 


We cannot speak of mass conversions, but it has succeeded in challenging many 
groups, notably the political minded, It was surprising to note the obvious 
willingness of the large number of outside students to listen to the Gospel when 
it is presented in intelligent and relevant, but not at all watered-down terms", 
#.P.S.Geneva 


WSCF Issues New Edition of "Cantate Domino! 


A new and enlarged edition of the three~language hymnbook "Cantate 
Domino" has been issued by the World'S {adentChristian Federation (13 rue Calvin, 
Geneva) for the world-wide ecumenical movement after careful editing and selection 
and comprises today 120 hymns, known and lesser known, from many Church traditions, 
including English, Chinese, Czech, Danish, Dutch, French, German, Greek, Italian, 


dapanese, Korean, Polish, Portuguese, Swedish and Russian, 


This enterprise has been made possible by the provision of paper from 
Finland's Student Christian Movement and by funds from the Hazen Foundation in 
the United States. 


The W.S.C.F.'s chairman, br Hobert C, Mackie, writes in the fore- 


_ words "And so Cantate Domino summons a new generation in the life of the Federa- 


tion and in the life of the whole Church of Christ throughout the world, to sing 


_ to the Lord. May He receive this gift of praise and consecrate it to His glory". 


#.«P.S,Geneva 
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HONG KONG YMCA's Boys' Work - Challenging Opportunities 


Mr, Alan Andrews, Boys' jiork Secretary of the World's Committee of 
Young Men's Christian Associations, is now engaged on a world tour including North 
America, Japan, Burma, South India, Ceylon, New Zealand, Australia, Pakistan, 
North India and possibly also Hast Africa. 


The most challenging news comes from Hong Kong, which itr, Andrews 
visited in the beginning of September. From 700,000 inhabitants before the war, 
the population has now increased to 2,500,000. Immorality in all realms prevails 
among boys and girls. In this setting the YMCA is trying to render an urgently. 
needed service. The building of the furopean YMCA is large and well-equipped. 
More than 7,000 men of the Armed Forces participate in its programme every week. 
On the other hand, the Chinese YMCA is set in the heart of a poor working-class 
district. Different reasons make cooperation between the two Associations dif- 
ficult, and the problem of race relationships in the colony is very much in the 
foreground, 


Hong Kong with all its problems needs the attention and thought of 
Christianssin future years it will play a very important part and present a great 


task to the YMCA, #eP.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES National Council of Churches Opposes Vatican 


Appointment 
The general board of the National Council of the Churdhes of Christ 
in the U.S.A. adopted unanimously a statement on October 31, asking President 
Truman to withdraw or Congress reject the nomination of an ambassador to the 
Vatican, 


Denying any religious prejudice, the Council statement protested 
against what it termed "an alarming threat to basic American principles", It 
called the appointment "wrong in principle, useless in practice, and disastrous 
to the national unity of the American people". The President, it added, had done 
"a grave disservice" to the country in arousing religious controversy. 


The Council rejected three major arguments advanced to support the 
President's proposal, First, it denied that diplomatic relations with the Vatican 
were required to gain access to its sources of information on the world Communist 
movement. This can be achieved, it said, "through our Ambassador to the Italian 
Government" , 


"We continue to stand ready to cooperate with Roman Catholics and other 
men of goodwill in working for peace", the statement continues. "We have worked 
with them in the past and intend to do so in the futurc... Owe constituent bodies 
are related to the World Council of Churches which has similar channels for inter~ 
national cooperation in the furtherance of peace’, 


Secondly, the Council denied there was any precedent for the appoint- 
ment of an ambassador to the Vatican. The chargé d'affaires of the U.S. accredit- 
ed to the Papal States in 1848 was instructed to deal "exclusively! with civil 
and commercial matters. 
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Thirdly, it said that the fact that other countries send ambassadors to 
: the Vatican was no reason to abandon the American tradition of separation of Church 
and State. "Most of the other countries that have diplomatic relations with the 
Vatican", the statement said, "give special recognition and status to the Roman 
: Catholic Church and recognise the diplomatic representatives of the Vatican to their 
own capitals as deans of the diplomatic corps, Our nation on the other hand has 
| always refused to give any Church preferential status", 
4 


, "The President's action precipitates precisely the kind of situation 

_ which our forefathers sought to prevent in the interest of the national welfare by 

_ constitutional separation cf Church and State", Protestant leaders had made it 
"unmistakably clear" to President Truman many times that the question of Vatican 
relationships was "seriously divisive", 


5 
i 
, 


| With its statement, the Council made public the record of correspond- 
ence and conversations with Presidents over the last twelve years, dealing with 
the status of Myron C. Taylor as the President's personal representative to the 
Pope. "The record shows", the Council said, "that Mr Truman in two separate con- 
_ ferences with Protestant delegations gave assurances that lr Taylor's appointment 


was a "temporary expedient" and would “certainly terminate with the signing of the 
peace treaties", 


"We earnestly express to the President and the Congress", the Council 
concludes, "our conviction that only a prompt withdrawal or rejection of the Pre- 
‘Sident's proposal can save this country from a most unfortunate and unnecessary 
controversy... We did not choose this controversy. We deplore it. But we cannot 
and will not evade it. lie have been in the past and will continue to be in the 


future unalterably opposed to the establishment of diplomatic relations with the 
Vatican". 


: Reformation Day Protests.- 
; Protestants across the United States took the occasion of the obser- 


vance of Reformation Sunday (October 28) to protest against the appointment of an 
ambassador to the Vatican, 


‘ The National Association of Hvangelicals asked 8,000 churches to join 
the demonstration. In Detroit, Dr Ralph Sockman, minister of Christ Church Methoa- 
ist Church in New York, declared before a meeting of 7,200 Protestants that the 


appointment was stirring up religious strife at the moment when the Christian world 
_* unity. 


; In Cincinnati, before 10,000 persons, Dr G.Bromley Oxnam, Methodist 
Bishop of New York, declared; "To a Church seeking to carry the Gospel of Jesus 
to humanity, Protestants pray God's richest blessings upon their Roman Catholic 
brethren; but to a state seeking political power and constant increase of property 
Protestants are forced to... take appropriate ection to preserve religious liberty! 


‘i 
: 
- 
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In washington, Dr Joseph k, Sizoo, president of the New Brunswick 
Theological Seminary, told an andience of 10,000 that the nomination had intro- 
duced a "divisive" force into American life at a time when unity of the democrat- 
ic world was the "one thing which will defeat Communism , 


Before a rally of 10,000 persons in St Louis Dr Henry Hitt Crane de- 
clared that the appointment violated the principle of separation of Church and 
State which is "indispensable to the survival of democracy", 


In Los Angeles it was reported that 700 California Churches had join- 
ed in the protest. H.P.S Geneva 


SWEDEN The Church and the New Lew on Religious 


Freedom 
(Stockholm) s- The big question discussed at the Church Assembly re- 
cently convened in Stockholm, was the promulgation of the new law on religious 
freedom adopted on May 16, 1951 by the Swedish Parliament (see BPS No. 23). A 
correspondent writes; This law permits members to withdraw from the Church of 
Sweden and join another Christian body. Hach citizen is accorded the right "free- 


ly to exercise his religion" and even to place himself outside all religious and 
Church communities. 


in practice the principle of religious freedom has been recognised in 
Sweden and no religious coercion has been exerted for a long time. The initiative 
for this change came from the Church and legislation has been amended to meet a 
modern and generally accepted concept. Already in 1929 the Uhurch Assembly point- 
ed out that it is “of greatest importance to the Chur-h that the elements in its 
organisation at variance with its purely religious character or whose presence is 
at least bound to obscure this character, should be removed. 


The new legislation does not involve any change in the traditional re- 
lation of the Church of Sweden (Wvangelical Lutheran People's Church) to the State. 
The Church is the expression of God's care for the people of Sweden and this care 
does not decrease according to the degree by which some or many place themselves 
Outside the visible Church community. This was clearly expressed by the Church 


Assembly; "The obligation of the Church of Sweden towards the people of Sweden 
remains the seame'', 


Editorial Note;- The Church Assembly, convened for the first time in 1868 under 

. the chairmanship of the Archbishop consisted of 30 clergy and 30 lay people. In 
1949 the King promulgated a new constitution raising the membership from 60 to 100 
(43 clergy, 57 laymen). ‘vhe Vhurch Assembly meets every five years unless the King 
deems it advisable to convene the Assembly more frequently. The Archbishop is 
chairman and all the bishops of Sweden are automatically members, According to the 
_ basic law of Swecen, no law affecting the Church can be inaugurated, amended or 

_ Yescinded without the consent of the Church Assembly, which has the veto right in 
Pall questions relating to ecclesiastical legislation, Bs»P.S.Geneva 


_ ERRATUM: In EPS No, 43, page 294, 2nd §, 6th line from news item on new refugees 


please read: "a future in which the United Nations! action provides only 
that a refugee may starve (not strive) in the security of legal protec- 
tion", 
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The World's Y.iW.C.A. Council Meets in Lebanon 


The World's Young Women's Christian Association Council Meeting, held near 


Beirut, from October 14-24, was an unusually representative gathering, attended by 180 
' delegates and visitors from 40 countries. 


For many of the delegates the outstanding experience was the insight gained 


" into the meaning and implications of being an ecumenical movement. This was brought 
about in two ways; one was the holding of a Consultation, prior to the Council Meet- 
"ing, on."The Responsibilities of the World's YWCA as an Ecumenical iiovement", and attend- 


ed by delegates from the following Churches; Syrian Orthodox, Coptic Orthodox, Greek 
Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Maronite Catholic, Anglican and eight different Protestant 
Churches, Without the wrestling of mind and spirit that took place during this Consulta- 
tion, the miracle of understanding that happened during the Council Meeting itself could 
not have been achieved. Later, delegates took part in liturgical services arranged by 
the Maronite and Greek Orthodox Churches, preparation for each having been given the 
previous evening. 


In order to help YWCA members to understand the ecumenical position of the 
Association, the Council agreed that a statement should be produced by the World's YWCA 
on its consultative relationship to the World Council of Churches, including informa~ 
tion regarding the composition of the World Council, and other relevant material. The 
need was also stressed for more world membership conferences and consultations which 
could provide experience in ecumenical understanding. It was felt that YWCA members 
needed help in understanding the tension between loyal adherence to one's own Church 
and a response to the vision of Christian unity. 


In the field of international affairs special emphasis was put on the urgency 
of helping YWCA members to achieve an increased sense of their social responsibility as 
Christians and an understanding of the root causes of conflict in the world. It was 
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felt that the World's YWCA could help YWCA members to understand how facts and 
issues appear to people in countries other than their own and so help build an 
informed opinion through its publications and through personal contacts. The im- 
portance of the Consultative relationship with the Economic and Social Council of 
the United Nations and other UN agencies was reaffirmed, and it was decided to 
try to build up groups of voluntary consultants in various parts of the world in 
order to draw all parts of the movement into sharing the responsibility of this 
“relationship. The Council agreed to continue studying the problems of migration, 
taking measures to make the experience, gained by National YWCAs, fruitful in con- 
tacts with intergovernmental organisations. 


An important decision taken in connection with the responsibilities 
of the World's YWCA in international emergencies was that the service to refugees, 
hitherto dealt with as a special emergency project, should become an integral part 
of the regular work. While recognising that the continuing task of the World's 
‘YWCA in the international field is to work constructively for peace and better 
understanding among nations, it was agreed that the Association must also be ready 
to meet special emergency situations, primarily those affecting women, girls and 
children in any part of the world, when these arise from international conflicts 
and their consequences, 


Among other decisions made ws one urging National and World's YWCAs to 
study the needs of women and girls in rural areas, with a view to the possibility 
of extending YWCA programme in this direction. 


Throughout the meetings there was the continuing emphasis on the need 
_to deepen the Christian purpose of the movement and to bring home to YWCA members 
the relevance of the Christian message to the whole of life, 


Miss Lilace Reid Barnes, of Chicago, USA, was unanimously reappointed 
‘President of the World's YWCA for the ensuing period, The following Vice-Presi- 
dents were elected: Mrs J. Birdsall Calkins (North America), Miss Sarah Chakko 
(India), Dr Jamal Karam Harfouche (Middle East), Mrs G. Kumm (Australia), Mme 
Henry Johannot, Miss Janet Kydd and Miss Sylvie Visapa4 (Europe). E,P.S.Geneva 


Conference on Non-Theological Factors Affecting Church 
UnLtyaees 


(Bossey)s~- Theologians, sociologists, Church and general historians 
‘from Anglican, Protestant.and Orthodox Churches in Britain, Denmark, France, 
Germany, Indonesia, the Netherlands and Sweden attended a conference held at the 
Ecumenical Institute of Bossey from November 6-12, on "Non~theological factors 
‘promoting or disrupting church unity", Organised by the Faith and Order Commis- 
eon and the Institute, this conference formed part of the preparation for the 
‘Third World Conference at Lund, Sweden, in 1952. 


. att Ray 
4 Brother George Every, Anglican ‘Society of the Sacred Mission, Kelham) 


Pend Mr Nicholas Zernov, Russian Urthodox (Oxford), led a discussion on "The di- 
vergence of Eastern and Western Christendom", Professor Kurt Schmidt (Hamburg) 
and Dr Alfred Adam (Bethel), Lutherans, presented aspects of German Church life 
“bearing on the conference theme. Miss Mary Coate, former History lecturer at 


a. 


Se 
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Oxford, traced factors underlying the dnglish Reformation and the Civil War, in~ 
cluding pastoral continuity) and Dr Gordon Rupp, Methodist (England), offered a 
Free Churchman's view. Dr Kathleen Bliss gave an analysis of various relevant 
factors, A paper on the problem seen from a Continental viewpoint, prepared by 
Professor Jacques Bllul, Reformed Church (Bordeaux) was read in his absence by 
Pastor P, Conord (France), "The relevance of psychology" was the theme of Dr Roy 
Lee, an Australian psychologist from Oxford. A discussion of the American 
Churches' situation was introduced by Dr C.T. Craig, Methodist (Drew Seminary) 
and by Dr W.E. Garrison, Disciples of Christ (Chicago) , fcllowing a conference of 
the American Faith and Order Committee on this subject. 


The relevance of non-theological factors was mentioned at the second 
world Conference of Faith and Order at Edinburgh in 1937, It was raised again in 
an open letter from Professor C.H. Dudd, the New Testament scholar, to the Faith 
and Order Commission, which decided to make it an integral part of the programme 
of the Lund Conference next year, 


The Conference speakers vecognised that it was difficult to separate 
sharply the role of the theological from the non--theological factors in causing 
divisions in the Church. Moreover it was emphasised that the Gospel has always 
to be preached to men living within a wide variety of political, economic and 
cultural situations and it is therefore inevitable that the Church should in its 
life and doctrine be influenced by language, forms of government, etc. 


The Conference agreed that the development of Churches in isolation, 
discrimination between economic, social and racial groups, national antagonisms 
and wars, personal rivalries etc. were non-theological factors which operated in 
conjunction with theological factors to cause divisions. 


It was also agreed that certain non~theological factors tend to per- 
petuate the earlier divisions of the Church, Among those mentioned were: deno- 
minational sentiment and pride, the psychological taxrkncy to accept the status quo, 
the dead weight of denominational administration, and such psychological factors 
as dislike of unfamiliar habits of worship and prayer. 


In a discussion of the non-theological factors which accentuate the 
need for unity, the Conference agreed that certain political and ideological 
tendencies in the modern world may be drawing the Churches together but not ne- 
cessarily to true unity. Nevertheless it was also agreed that the disorder of 
modern society was calling the Churches to unity in order that they could better 
minister to the spiritual needs of men. 


The Conference closed with a consideration of the steps which the 
Churches can take to remove the undue influence of such non-theological factors 
in preventing the renewal and the unity of the Church and a full report incorpor- 
ating these suggestions is being prepared and will be submitted to the Churches 
and to the delegates attending the Lund Conference. EeP.S.Geneva 


European Christian Youth Editors Discuss Task at Bossey 


How to attract the interest of and present information to the younger 
generation today was the theme of the Huropean Christian Youth Editors Conference, 
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convened at the Ecumenical Institute of bossey from October 26-30 by the Youth 
Department of the World Council of Churches. Dhaecionfonenbe was organised by 
Pastor Bengt Thure Molander of the Youth Department, Pastor Hans Heinrich Brunner 
(Switzerland), and Mr James Ryberg, press officer of the Department of Inter- 
Church Aid of the World Council of Churches, Discussions between 20 young editors 
from Austria, Britainn Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Sweden 
and Switzerland were introduced by Dr Carl Lund-Quist, of the Lutheran World 
Federation, who stressed the three-fold need of evangelising non-Christian youth, 
of informing Christian youth of life in the Churches all over the world and of 
interpreting to them with a reasonable capacity for self-criticism, the life of 
their own Church; with a demonstration of lay-out and typographical presentation 
by the hev, Paul Guinness (editor of "jorld Communiqué" of the World's Alliance 
of Y.M.C.A.s) and Pastor Eberhard Stammler ("Junge Stimme" - Voice of Youth - 
Germany) who emphasised the need for meeting youth in their contemporary setting. 


Pastor Albert Finet ("Réforme') depicted how editors could utilise 
for their own requirements press re.eases and information from the secular press 
without slavish imitation, In Spite of confessional and national differences the 
conference found that similar problems confronted them all, They agreed to esta- 
blish a close cooperation with one another and with the World Council and request- 
ed the Council through its Youth Department to establish (1) an ecumenical docu- 
mentation and research service for Christian youth editors, (2) an exchange of 
news, features, short stories and background material, (3) to compile a list of 
youth periodicals in Europe, with details of circulation, readership and subscrip- 
tion rates for circulation to editors and National Youth Councils, National 
Youth Councils were urged, in cooperating with the Youth Department, to hold 
regional or national training courses for Christian editors and journalists. It 
was further recommended that the findings and recommendations from such regional 
or national conferences be incorporated in the programme of the next ecumenical 


conference convened by the Youth Department, B.P.S.Geneva 
BRAZIL Bible on Postage Stamp 
(Rio de Janeiro);- The Postmaster-General of Brazil announced at a 


luncheon given in his honour by a group of pastors in Rio de Janeiro, that he in- 
tends to issue a special postage stamp to commemorate Bible Sunday in Brazil on 
December 9. The design of the stamp will reproduce a poster published by the 
Brazil Bible Society at the time of its inauguration as a full member of the 
United Bible Societies, in 1948, This poster shows an outline of Brazil in the 
Centre, with two hands holding a Bible above it and the words "Dondo a Biblia a 


Patria" (Giving the Bible to the Homeland) printed below. E.P.S. Geneva 
GERMANY Historian to Lecture on German Church Struggle 


The keen interest among present-day theological students in the "Con— 
fessing Church" movement's stand for freedom of Christian witness under the Nazi 
Third Reich is evidenced by the announcement that Dr Alfred Adam, Lecturer on 
Church History at the tvangelical High School, Bethel, Westphalia, will deliver 


_ an address on "The History of the 1933-45 Church Struggle in Germany" during the 


1951-52 winter term at Marburg University. #.P.S.Geneva 
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AFRICA & NEAR EAST More Emphasis Needed on Educational Ministry of 
. Local Church 


. "The Church will be vigorous and strong only to the extent that every 
iocal congregation has an effective programme of Christian education, This is 
“not the only essential in the life of the Church, but it is essential", This con- 
viction was expressed by Dr Forrest L. Knapp, one of the general secretaries of 
the World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Association, upon his 
recent return to New York from African and the Near East. 


4 Dr Knapp visited Nigeria, the Gold Coast, the Belgian Congo, Angola, 
Egypt, Lebanon, Syria and Jordan. In each country he had opportunity to confer 
with some of the principal Christian leaders, In the conversations, attention 
‘was focussed upon the needs for help if Christian education in church, home, and 
school is to be strengthened. In West and Central Africa, most education is still 
under Uhristian auspices, and a great deal of Scripture teaching is provided in 
the schools, "That fact'', said Dr Knapp, "is a source of satisfaction and is not 
to be deplored; but something more is needed. The life of the local congrega-— 
' tion should be viewed in terms of Christian education. Every congregation should 
have its own plan of Christian nurture for children, young people, and’ adults, 
and that plan should be integral with the total life of the congregation. 


"One of the facts of which the visitor quickly becomes sadly conscious 
is that there are few, if any, persons with sufficient time available to develop 
‘plans which are fully suited to the local conditions, Consequently, the programmes 
of Christian education in the local Churches are either very limited in extent, 

or they are simply patterned after the programmes in the countries from which the 
Missionaries came. 


"How to make more time available for the persons who are capable of 
creative work is not easy to see", continued Dr Knapp. "More training in Christ- 
dan education for more missionaries and nationals in the different countries is 
very important, provided the training is basic enough to get beneath traditional 
‘Schemes and prepare for truly creative planning as demanded by the situations in 
which the work is to be done", E.P.S.Geneva 


oN re on ts et ee 


GREAT BRITAIN Anglican and Eastern Churches 


: (London):- The festival of the Anglican and Hastern Churches Associa-— 
tion was celebrated on October 30 by a solemn Hucharist in the church of St. Mary- 
ie-Strand in the presence of the Bishop of London and Archbishop Athenagoras, the 


oe 


two Presidents of the Association, The sermon at the close of the service was 


Council for Foreign Relations, A number of Orthodox clergy were present, repre+ 
senting the Greek, Russian, Serbian and Roumanian Orthodox Churches, and the Vicar 
of the Armenian Church of St Sarkis also attended. 

. The annual meeting was held under the chairmanship of Bishop Harold 
Buxton, formerly of Gibraltar. The Kev. W.H. Macartney, assistant secretary to 
the Council for Foreign Relations spoke of the Church of England's desire to help 
the Orthodox. The Serbian archpriest Fr. Nicolich spoke with gratitude of the 
diocese of London's generosity in providing Serbs with a church (St Columb!'s) and 
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Fr. James Virvos, Dean of the Greek Cathedral, recalled the long record of close 
and affectionate relations of the Orthodox Church in London with Anglican friends 
and workers for Union, 


"A warm spirit of enthusiasm and amity", writes "The Guardian!" (Nov.9) 
"was engendered by the eight Speakers, the note being struck by the friendly and 


informal speech of Archbishop Athenagoras" , £.P.S.Geneva 
INDIA Lepers Give their Rations 
Sloe fart hice aloo A JBL ona domed Wet bated rh 


How many of the 104 patients, men and women in about equal numbers, 
at the Chandag Leprosery Home and Hospital, on the foothills of the Himalaya 
mountains, give back some of their food rations in order to aid other sufferers 
is related in "The Christian World" of November 8. The hospital, which is support- 
ed by the British Mission to Lepers, opened about 1. months ago, 


"The patients have no m.ey, but their own sufferings have not made 
them indifferent to the needs of others. They receive food and clothing from the 
Home, and each week when food rations are given out almost every patient volunt- 
arily gives back some of the ration. This is bought by the Home, and the money 
is the giving of the patients. A large part is given to the lilission to Lepers to 
enable others to benefit by its service, and the rests in for other work in which 


they are interested", B.P.S.Geneva 
HAWAIT Oldest Church of Oahu Holds Ecumenical Service 


(Honolulu):- Richard D. Isler, Acting Executive Director of the 
Honolulu Council of Churches, reports that the sixth annual Ecumenical Service 
Sponsored by that Council was held on the evening of World Wide Communion Sunday 
(October 21). 


"The Kawaiahao church in which th: service was held", he says, "is the 
oldest church on the island of Oahu. It was established by missionaries in the 
1820's, Men of Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Filipino, Hawaiian and Caucasian back- 
ground tcok part, and each spoke in his own language, The sermon, on World 
Christianity, was presented in English, that being the language most generally 
in use on the islands. The participants in the service represented these denomi- 
national backgrounds; Episcopal, Longregational, Lutheran, lhiethodist and Presbyt- 


erian. E.P.S.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Choice of Music in Church 


; “Music in Church", the report of the committee appointed in 1948 by 
the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, published by the Church Information Board, 
Westminster, includes among topics discussed the use of music in parish churches, 
the singing of the congregation, the task of the clergy, organists, and choir- 
masters. The report emphasises that the ultimate test of a hymn tune is not its 
Capacity to satisfy a congregation or even its effectiveness as music, but rather 
the lasting impression it makes and its faithfulness as an expression of the 
Christian religion, The committee stresses four criteria of equal impor tance ; 


There shall be a fitting expression of the words; that it should be good as music; 


— 
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it shall be in keeping with the Spirit of liturgy; and it shall be fitted to the 


conditions of the church in which it is to be played. BeP55.Geneva 
SWITZERLAND Dr Gustav Heinemann on Evangelical Church Life 
Both Sides of Iron Curtain 


Speaking in Geneva on November 13, on "Evangelical Christendom in 
Germany on both sides of the Iron Curtain", Dr Gustav Heinemann, president of the 
General Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany, pointed out that as the re- 
sult of the bitter experience of disorder in the Church caused by the Nationalist 
Socialist régime, new order has had to be created in the Church, 


Eligible to vote now are only those people who take part in church 
life and seek inclusion in the church electoral roll, admission to which is de- 
cided by the Church Committee or Synodal Committee. 


Within the Hvangelical Church in Germany which in 1948 brought to- 
gether 27 regional Churches, the community of Lutheran, Reformed and United Church 
Christians in Germany is visible. Regrettably this community does not amount to 
a community in Holy Communion, because some of the constituent Lutheran regional 
Churches (Landeskirchen) hold aloof in that respect, 


Emphasising the need for spanning the gulf between Sundey Christian- 
ity and non-Christian everyday standards Dr Heinemann recalled the second thesis 
of the historic "Barmen Declaration" of the 1934 Confessing Church Synod: "Just 
as Jesus Christ is God's promise of forgiveness for all our Sins, so is He with 
like earnestness also God's mighty claim upon our entire life". 


The #vangelical Lay Assembly (Kirchentag) already held in Essen and 
in 1951 at Berlin would in future be held yearly. Dr Heinemann continued. "The 
work in many of ow parishes is a preparation for and is afterwards inspired by 
these lay assemblies", 


"The Church in Western Germany has to reckon with many people attached 
to their demand for security of existence. This demand for security is humanly 
understandable but it also shows how little we have all learned from the events 
of the last 20 years and how soon we want to step aside when God seeks to bring 
us forwards, In the West the Church is also affected by a trend towards restor- 
ing the past. Many good lessons from the time of the Confessing Church's struggle 
are soon forgotten. People find time to erect again the barriers between Luther- 
ans and Reformed churchpeople and to regard that as more important than that 
which is common to both, Individual Churches are anxiously concerned to maintain 
their inherited status", said Dr Heinemann, adding: "Which powers will gain the 
upperhand? Those which work for renewal of the Church or those which seek to 
restore the pest? I believe that.in that question the deep issue of ovr obedience 
to God's command is involved", 


Dr Heinemann pointed out that in the Russian zone of Germany the 
Evangelical Churches had been confronted with new hitherto unforeseen tasks as 
the result of a much more radical separation between Church and State than has 
occured in Western Germany, "Christin witness in the Russian zone is harassed 


and 
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by tribulation in daily life, In schools dialectical materialism is not only 
taught, as other subjects are taught, but it is also presented as an article of 
faith. ‘Education for democratic patriotism,' as it is called, includes teaching 
children to hate the enemies of this 'democratic patriotism'., Children, their 
parents and teachers are thereby forced into many conflicts of conscience, 


"Naturally it cannot only be the task of the clergy to ward off such 
developments, It is a task for the whole parish and particularly for Christian 
parents. For this reason there is considerable excitement at present over the 
election of parents! committees which are now being conducted in the schools of 
the Eastern zone. Even when Christian teaching by the Church is permitted within 
the school premises out of regular school hours, it is hindered because children 
are forbidden to bring their Bibles with them when attending the ordinary school 
curriculum. Hence the children must return home and fetch their Bibles before 
attending religious instruction. The teachers at the schools not infrequently 
taunt children known to attend such religious instruction before the whole class 
during the ordinary secvlar instruction", 


Dr Heinemann continueds "Open confession of Christian faith neverthe- 
less often proves its worth and is aided in unexpected ways. It would be mislead- 
ing therefore to give the impression that faithful Christians behind the Iron 
Curtain are desperate and bewildered, Because real Christian existence is demand- 
ed by the people in the Eastern zone Christianity is really lived there, Organis- 
ed harmlessness is a thing of the past in the Church. The effectiveness of God's 
Word is felt ever stronger, How often during my recent travel in the Russian zone 
have I been told by people that they have no intention of leaving the place where 
they have been set! Let us therefore pray to God that He may give them joy and 
certainty anew every day. It is happening there, It is just that which makes 


Service full of promise," HeP.S. Geneva 
HUNGARY Nation-Wide Theologians! Conference 


The Hungarian Ecumenical Committee, on which all the Hungarian Pro- 
testant Churches are represented, has decided to hold a nation-wide theologians! 
conference from December 13 to 15, in honour of the St Paul jubilee. 


The organisation of this gathering has been entrusted to Professor Pap, 
the head of the keformed Theological College in Budapest, He will, in cooperation 
with the professorial staff of the Lutheran Theological College and the Baptist 
Seminary, carry out the work of preparing for this three=day conference, which is 
to be devotcd exslusively to the theological and missionary activity of the 
Apostle Paul, 


An ecumenical celebration is to be arranged on December 15 in the 
Lutheran church of Budapest, in which all the Protestant Churches have promised 
to take part, E.P,5S.Geneva 
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“GREAT BRITAIN National Assembly of the Church of England 


. (London) :~ At the November session of the Church Assembly, at which 
_the. Archbishop of Canterbury (Dr G. Fisher) presided, the Bishop of London, Dr Wand, 
“presented the second annual report of the Assembly's Council for Ecumenical Coopera- 
“tion which reviewed the work of the World Council of Churches and of the British 
“Council of Churches during the last eighteen months, 

é Dr Wand drew special attention to the work of the Council's Depart- 
“ment of Inter-Church Aid and Refugee Service and said that, despite the seriousness 
of the Church of England's financial position at the present time, the needs of re- 
“fugees were infinitely greater than those of church people in Britain, 


, Dr Wand also drew attention to the Ecumenical Fellowship recently 
“inaugurated by the British Council of Churches and urged that this should be well 
“supported throughout the Church of England as it was important, in his judgment, that 
“Anglican support for the Fellowship should be representative of the whole membership 
“of the Church of England. 


The Bishop of London concluded his speech by saying that he felt sure 
that, from the point cf view of historians of the future, the Ecumenical Movement 
would be seen to be the most important movement in the life of the Church in the 
twentieth century. 


A resolution offered by the Bishop of Derby, Dr A.EoJ. Rawlinson, was 


adopted by the Assembly, welcoming attention now being given to qestions of Faith 
and Order by the World Council of Churches, 


OQ Oo 


lhe aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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Two other resolutions concerning international affairs, moved by the 


Bishop of Chichester, Dr G.K.A. Bell, were also approved by the Assembly. They 
were; 


"That this Assembly welcomes the programme for joint action in inter- 
national affairs proposed by the British Council of Churches and set forth in 
the publication ‘Christians and World Affairs' which it commends to the parishes 
and people of the Church of England for study and comment, 


“Further, in view of the many areas of tension and danger in the world, 
and with a full realisation of all the points contained in that programme, this 
Assembly calls particular attention to the third and fourth points which emphas- 
ise the need to support His Majesty's Government and the United Nations both in 
their efforts to resist aggression and also in persistent attempts, over a period 
of years if necessary, to negotiate with Soviet Russia and with the People's 
Republic of China a just and workable settlement of outstanding problems that 
threaten the peace of the world", E.P.S. Geneva 


Human Rights Day, December Tenth 


The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs has called 
upon Christians to observe Monday, December 10th as "Human Rights Day", commemor- 


ating the adoption by the United Nations of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. 


A letter issued from the offices of the Commission, before the depart- 
ure of Dr 0. Frederick Nolde, the C.C.I.A. Director, for the United Nations meet- 


ing in Paris, said: 


"The observance of Human Rights Day is widely supported by action of 
the United Nations, of individual governments, and of numerous non-governmental 
organisations. There is thus provided an objective opportunity for stressing 
the importance of all human rights and for considering especially those rights 
which are locally threatened or restricted, 


"Last year, Christian leaders in a number of countries reported to us 
the ways in which they had utilised Human Rights Day for the promotion of human 
rights. This material proved helpful to us and was transmitted to the U.N. for 
incorporation in its official documentation..." 


Enclosed with the letter, which was signed by Dr Fi, van Asbeck, 
President, Dr K.G. Grubb, Chairman, and Dr. 0O.F. Nolde, was a pamphlet with 
suggestions for procedures in observing the day, copies of which are available 
from the Commission offices, 296 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, and 20 Balcombe 


Street, Dorset Square, London N.W.i. E.P.S.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Message to the Churches in Russia 


(London):- Following the Friends' mission to Russia in July (see EPS 
No, 33), Meeting of Sufferings, the executive body of the Society of Friends, 
has sent the following message to the leaders of the Russian Orthodox Church and 
the Russian Baptist Church, with whom Friends had contacts in Moscow: 


ee 
“aq 
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"This Meeting for Sufferings has heard with great satisfaction from 
its representatives who recently visited the U.S.S.R. of the courteous and kind- 
ly reception accorded to them by the Patriarch of the Orthodox Church, Alexis, 
and the Metropolitan Nicolai, and by the officers of the Baptist Church in Moscow, 
In tendering its sincere thanks to all these Church leaders, the Meeting wishes 


_ to send its warm Christian greetings through them to all Christians in the 


U.S.S.R. and to express the hope that the relations now established may be main- 
tained and deepened. It hopes that representatives of the Russian Churches may 
soon find it possible to pay a visit to the Churches of Great Britain, where a 


warm welcome awaits them", E.P.S. Geneva 
: UNITED STATES Distribution of Tut-Ank-Amon Seed Peas 


The World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Associa- 


tion is offering to Sunday schools which wish to dramatize lessons in steward- 


ship, seed peas reported to be directly descended from dried peas found in the 
tomb of King Tut-Ank-Amon in Egypt. 


The original peas placed in the King's tomb about 1350 B.C. were 


found when the tomb was opened in 1922. They were planted by way of experiment 


and grew. The vines bore peas, and some finally reached the Hon, Lewish L. 
Fawcett, former Justice of the Supreme Court of New York, chairman of the World 
Council of Christian Education. The W.C.C.H. now has a small stock and is 


offering a few peas to Sunday School groups who wish to plant them, 


The "moral" which goes with peas, says the W.C.C.E. is; "If God in 
His wondrous way kept life in King Tut-Ank-Amon's peas, for food on another 
continent, and in a far later time, our gifts can help to make Christ known, 
taught, loved, followed and served, in many a distant land, in many a far-off 
century. If we tend to our sowing - and to our praying ~ God will give the in- 


crease', BeP.S. Geneva 
PAKISTAN Christians and Moslems Enjoy Equal Rights 


(Lahore):- Christians and Moslems enjoy equal rights as citizens of 
Pakistan, declared Sheikh Fazl~i-Ilahi, Punjab Rehabilitation Minister, at a 
convention held at Gujranwala under the auspices of the All Pakistan Christian 
League. 


"The government is doing everything in its power to bring comfort and 
prosperity to the Christians who have chosen to live in Palistan after the part- 
ition of the Indian sub-continent", the minister said, 


Referring to complaints that some Christian tenants had been ejected 
from parts of the Punjab, he said that in ali sush cases the government has taken 


_ immediate action to halt the ousters. "You should not", he told the Christian 


delegates, "misinterpret the careless action of an officer somewhere as the 


_ considered policy of the government". E.P.S.Geneva 
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YUGOSLAVIA Government Approves Lutheran Theological 
Professorship 


(Belgrade):- The Yugoslav Government has agreed to the establishment 
of a Lutheran professorship in connection with the Orthodox theological faculty 
at the University of Belgrade, for instruction in such subjects as dogmatic 
theology, theology, the study of liturgy, and church history. A nomination for 
the post is now awaited from the four Lutheran groups in Yugoslavia. 


At present, six Lutheran students are studying at the Roman Catholic 
seminary at Ljubljana. As soon as the Lutheran professorship is established in 
Belgrade, these students will be transferred to Belgrade. 


This will mark the first time in the 400+year history of Lutheranism 
in Yugoslavia that theological training will be available to students in their 
own confessional tradition, In the past, ministers received their training in 
other countries, according to thei> nationalities, or attended non-Lutheran 


schools in Yugoslavia, E.P.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Missionary Societies Support African Plea 
) to U.N. 


In view of the report by the Ad Hoc Committee on South-West Africa to 
the General Assembly of the United Nations in Paris, the Conference of Mission- 
ary Societies in Great Britain and Ireland has expressed its opposition to "any 
discrimination against Africans on purely racial grounds". 


"The Conference", says the statement (quoted by the "Church of England 
Newspaper"), "while recognising that it is no part of its function to take part 
in political agitation, is deeply concerned about the relationships between the 
races in all parts of Africa, Any discrimination against Africans on purely 
4 racial grounds, or any denial of their human rights, in one part of Africa, in- 
evitably creates distrust between Africans and European elsewhere, and prevents 
; the growth of the friendship and cooperation, which in the British African de- 
pendencies are generally recognised as essential for the happiness and prosperity 

of both, What happens, therefore, in South-West Africa cannot be regarded as a 
purely domestic concern of the Union Government. 


"In particular, the Conference, representing as it does the British 
non-Roman Missionary Societies working in Africa, and having contact with Afric- 
an opinion in all parts of that continent, is of the opinion that all possible 
persuasive means should be used to ensure that no obstacle be put in the way of 
the attendance at the Assembly of the South-West African tribal representatives 
who have petitioned the United Nations. The Conference understands that such 
attendance would be in accordance with the precedure laid down by the Assembly, 
and, whatever the merits of their case, justice requires that they should be 


heard'' , E.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Christians and Jews 


(New York):- A new national headquarters for Reform Judaism was open— 
ed in New York with a three-day programme of special dedication services and a 
Convocation of more than 1,000 Jewish and Christian roligious and lay leaders 


i 
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from the United States and Canada. The new headquarters, to be known as "The 
House of Living Judaism", will house all affiliates and departments of the Union . 
of American Hebrew Congregations, reports "Religious News Service", 


The formal service of dedication was held at Temple Kmanu-El. Part- 
icipating in the service was among others the Rt Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, pre- 
Siding Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church, who brought greetings from the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ of which he is president, 


In his message Bishop Sherrill said that the Christian Churches owed 
“an overwhelming debt to Jedaism'. Stressing that Christians and Jews shared a 
“common faith in the everlasting God", he added; "In a world of chaos and 
hatred we can stand together for our freedoms with understanding and compassion 
in our hearts for all men everywhere", E.P.S. Geneva 


UNITED STATES Church and Race Relations 
Ee OS SESS 


Delegates to the 24th synod meeting of the Sewanee Province of the 
Episcopal Church in Birmingham, Alabama, voted 66 to 25 to urge that Negro minis- 
terial students be admitted to the communion's graduate theological seminaries 
in the South. The adopted resolution recommended that all Episcopal seminaries 
in the South accept "students of all races", 


Se 


— 


On the other hand, although members of the First Baptist Church in 
Los Angeles voted 337 to 108 to receive two Negro women, the two applicants were 


denied membership because of a church constitutional provision which requires a 
nine-tenths majority. 


Earlier, the congregation had approved a resolution that anyone could 
be admitted to the Church, regardless of race, and more than 500 members attend- 
ed a special meeting to express their opinion on the admission of the Negroes. 


So FS ee eee ee ae 


The two applicants had been members of a Baptist Church in a Mid-west 
town most of their lives. Coming to los Angeles recently, they had applied for 


—— a 


membership in First Baptist Church, H.P.S. Geneva 
; BULGARIA St. Paul Memorial Festival 


The Festival in commemoration of the Apostle Paul, for which clergy 
and laymen representing Christian Churches all over the world streamed to Greece 
_ in the summer of this year, was also celebrated in the Orthodox Church of Bul- 
m garia. 


$ Among the publications devoted exclusively to the life and work of 
‘the great Apostle and mission-worker is the October issue of the periodical 
"Luchovna Kultura" ("Spiritual Culture"), published as a separate volume by de- 

_ Cision of the Holy Synod. The contributions are from various professors of theo- 
_ logy. The author of the first article, "The Holy Apostle Paul as Organiser of 

_ the Church of Christ", is Professor Stefan Zankov, a protopresbyter of the Church, 
_ He winds up a thorough examination of St Paul's Christology and ecclesiology, his 
profession of faith, his service, his social and ethical impregnation of the 
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Barly Church, and his love for all men, with the Apostle's own utterance, "I 
have fought a good fight... I have kept the faith, 

The Holy Synod's authorisation of the special St Paul issue refers to 
the Apostle's itinerary, and the fact that his preaching of the Gospel passed 


across the Balkans into Europe. 


An international "St Paul bibliography" lists the names of Pauline 


scholars in all countries over the last fifty years, E.P.S.Geneva 
U.S.S.R> Message on the Commemoration of the Council 


"The Russian Orthodox Church is in this year mindful, as are all auto~ 
cephalous Orthodox Churches, of the triumph of Orthodoxy at the Fourth Oecumen- 
ical Council, on this its 1500th anniversary day''. These are the opening words 
of a Pastoral Letter from the Patriarch of the Church of Moscow and All Russia, 
Alexei, which was read in the churchss of his jurisdiction, 


"That Council", he goes on, "which met in Cctober 451 in Chalcedon, 
condemned the heretical doctrine of EKuthymius, which taught that the truth of 
the Divine-human nature was a deformation, and it subscribed to the dogma of the 
hypostatic union of two natures in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ, 


"This dogma, whereby was re-established the true relation of the 
Divine and human nature in the person of the Saviour, represents for us the ir- 
refragable foundation of Divine~human life. 


"At the centre stands the Church of Christ as a visible link between 
God and man, the Kingdom of God on earth, In his battle with evil and with 
temptation through evil, the believer in the Church becomes a sharer in the Holy 
Spirit's action of grace.,. 


"And a sharer in redemption likewise is the creature which, in St Paul's 
words, waits 'in earnest expectation for the manifestation of the sons of God. 
For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly... because the 
creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God! (Romans 8:19-21). 


"Thus the Church of Christ solves the question of man and of his high- 
est destiny, And this it does not only by its instruction but on the practical 
level, by showing us the way of piety and truth, the way of the imitation of © 
Christ. This way has been and is being trodden by a great hos of saints... 


"And that is the living legacy of the Council of Chalsedon.,. that it 
represents the highest expression of our faith. 


“When today we solemnly commemorate this greet event, we feel stimulat- 
ed to an even greater realisation of the Divine-human significance of our earth- 
ly life. Thus we recognise our duty as Christians selflessly to serve the cause 
of peace among men, by a true harmony between the Divine and the human beginning, 
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that all things may be gathered together in one in Christ, both which are in 
heaven and which are on earth! (Eph. 1:10). 


In conclusion, the Patriarch declares, "In these days cf holy re-~ 
membrance we turn our eyes also towards the Holy City of Jerusalem, upon which 
the Council of Chalcedon conferred the standing of a ‘capital city of the Lord 
of all the ages! and Mother of all Christian Churches, Today, when the life and 
work of the Patriarchate in Jerusalem are going forward under circumstances of 
the utmost difficulty, we trust and pray that it may all the more prosper and 
Succeed in the great task of preserving the Holy Places, where God Incarnate, 
our Lord and Saviowr Jesus Christ, was born and grew and suffered" , 


£.P.S5, Geneva 


U.S,5.R. West German Exarch oi the Moscow Patriarchate 
The Patriarch of Moscow and the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox 

Church have provisionally authorised Archbishop Boris, of the Russian Orthodox 

Church, living in Karlshort, Berlin, to assume the office of Exarch for Western 


Germany of the Moscow Patriarchate, H.P.S. Geneva 
GERMANY German Evangelists! Conference 


"The Evangelical Alliance should learn from the Cikoumene, for it does 
not dispute anything that the individual member of the Oikumene may bring. In- 
stead of ‘alliance’, therefore, it would be better to say ‘Body of Christ!, 
These observations came as the culmination to the address on "How 
the Alliance touches the Concrete Branches of the Work for the Kingdom cf Goat 
delivered by Superintendent Handt of Hamburg to the second German Evangelists! 
Conference recently held at Schloss Friedewald, Westerwald, 


The Conference does not, it was stated, represent "any now organisa~ 
tion", any more than it is intended as "a nursery for some kind of special teath- 
ers", It is striving rather for "a lcosely-linked association of all the evan- 
gelists in Germany". The aim of such an association is, according to Pastor W, 
Brauer, of Dillbrecht, the convener of the Conference, 1} joint preparation by 
study of the Scriptures, 2) brotherly fellowship and spiritual care for one an- 
other, 3) exchange of the numerous experiences gained in work, and 4) joint 
planning and deciding on special kinds of werk, such as tent missions, joint 
evangelising of hitherto untouched areas, etc. 


The recent history of evangelism, from “its Rnglish and American pro- 
genitors" by way of the "Evangelical Society" down to "Youth for Christ" and 
the Berlin Kirchentag, indicates a "mass of opportunities for approaching people"! 
Hence none of the old approaches must be useds the attack must be on "the ad- 


versary under his religious camouflage of today", in "unanimity of spirit", 


° 


The modern evangelist must speak the language of the man of today, 
and regard his adversaries "never as 'mere creatures!. bub as ‘erring brethren!," 
In this field, the speaker declares, "recent theology has much to teach us. The 


all-important thing is to integrate into the local church those who have been 


ng 


‘ 
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won over", and to strengthen "the fellowship in prayer, word and practical work 
of those who believe in Christ", 


As a practical measure for the buttressing of the ecumenical spirit 
in the evangelism of Germany, it was resolved "in full unanimity" to form a 
"tent mission working-party", which shall safeguard the independence of the 
groups belonging to it. This resolution still requires confirmation by the 
missions represented at the Evangelists! Conference. For this purpose a con-— 
fidential council "for the further moulding of the work" was set up, to meet 


very soon, before Christmas, &.P.S. Geneva 

GH RwANY Administrative Change in Church of Old Prussian 

etl relied een 
Union 


The leadership of the Evangelical Church of the Old Prussian Union 
mseting in November under the chairmanship of Bishop Otto Dibelius of berlin 
decided that in the interests of greater unity the existing Senior Church Coun- 
cil is to be replaced by the Chancery directorate, nominated by the Union's 
Council, Members of the latter council are to be elected at the next regular 
meeting of the general synod. In the interim period Dr Kreyssig, President 
(Praéses) of the Evangelical Church of Magdeburg, will conduct the Chancery's 
business, The Evangelical Church of the Old Prussian Union was founded in the 


early nineteenth century, K.P.S. Geneva 
GREECE Shortage of Clergy in Northern Greece 


(Athens):~- A correspondent writes that to meet the serious situation 
resulting from the 393 vacant parishes in Northern Greece, Archbishop Spyridon 
has sent 50 priests from Athens to tour the northern provinces, 


The fifty missioners were commissioned on August 4th in the chapel of 
the Archbishopric. In his address to them, the Archbishop said, "the villagers 
have /resettled, their houses and schools have been rebuilt and teachers appoint- 
eds the churches are being restored but there are no priests for them. Christ- 
dans are born and die without the presence of a priest, and on Sundays and fest- 
ivals they go to the coffee-houses because there is no priest in the village", 


For the space of five weeks (from August 10 to September 15), the 
fifty priests, sent out "two and two, like the seventy of the Gospel, travelled 
the countryside to baptise the children, celebrate the Holy Liturgy, and preach 
the Word. 


Because of the urgency of the situation (0 priests were killed 
during the war and the guerrilla fighting which followed), the Archbishop has 
also authorised in certain dioceses a reduction in the already low educational 
qualifications required of the village clergy, but this is a measure which 
obviously should only be used as a last resort. Even so it will take some time 
before all the losses can be made good, B.P.S,Geneva 
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NORTH INDIA AND PAKISTAN Plan of Church Union 


The Plan of Church Union in North India and Pakistan following closely in 
various aspects the model of the South India scheme has now been published. The de- 
claration of the Faith follows that set out in the earlier editions of that scheme, 
end is explicitly Trinitarian, The plan has been sent for consideration and comment 
to the governing bodies of the respective Churches concerned. 


These Churches, which have been engaged in negotiation since 1929, ares 
The Church of India, Burma and Ceylon (Anglican), Churches associated with the 
Baptist Missionary Society in India and Pakistan, the Methodist Church (British and 
Australasian Conferences), the Methodist Church in Southern Asia (Episcopal), and the 
United Church of Northern India (eleven bodies of Presbyterian and Congregational 
origin) ~- Churches with a baptised membership of about a million, spread out over the 
whole of India and Pakistan, outside the area of the Church of South India, and at a 
few points overlapping with it. It is hoped that some other Churches, such as the 
United Presbyterian, mainly in the Punjab, may join in the negotiations. None of the 
Lutheran Churches has at any stage. been associated with tho plans for Union. 


Whole sections of the South India model, such ac the nature of the Church, 
have been adopted verbatim and indebtedness to the Ceylon Scheme (see EPS No. 40 ,1947) 
is acknowledged. But the plan for Church Union in North India and Pakistan is con- 
Siderably shorter than those other schemes, many matters having been deliberately left 
Over to be settled by the guidanco of the Holy Spirit in the United Church, Such im- 
portant questions as the name of the United Church, and the method to be followed in 
the initial wnification of the Episcopate (Anglican and wlethodist), have not been 
dealt with, 


Baptism of infants, and baptism of believers on the profession of faith, are 
both reccenised and permitted, as in the Ceylon Scheme. 


HUNG ASEH G1 SES 2 EYES TTR 
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The ministry of the Church is to be the threefold ministry of bishops, 
priests and deacons; “continuity with the historic episcopate shall both initial- 
ly and thereafter be effectively maintained, it being understood that, as stated 
above, no particular interpretation of the historic Episcopate, as that is 
accepted in the United Church, is thereby implied, or shall be demanded from any 
minister or member thereof", 


As in the Ceylon Scheme, it is planned that, at the inauguration of 
the Union, the ministries of the separate Churches shall be unified "by the 
mutual laying-on of hands in a solemn act of humility and rededication with 


prayer", The following formula is proposed: 


affirms thats 


"For as much as thou wast called and ordained within the... Church to 
the ministry of the Church of God, and art now called to the ministry of the 
Church of God within the United Churchs mayest thou receive from God the power 
and grace of the Holy Spirit for the fuller exercise of God's ministry in the 
office of a Presbyter; and for a wider and more effectual service therein take 
the authority to preach the Word of God, to fulfil the ministry of reconcilia~ 
tion, and to minister Christ's sacraments in the congregations whereunto thou 
shalt be further called or regularly appointed. And see that thou do all these 
things in brotherly partnership with God's fellow-workers whom in this Union of 
Churches He has made thine'', 


On the relation of the United Church to other Churches, the Plan 


"The United Church will seek full communion and fellowship with the 
Church of South India, and will work for the consummation of the fuller union of 
a united Church for all India and Pakistan, in which the several parts of all 
the Churches will come together again". 


and thats "The uniting Churches trust that the several Churches from which they 
derive will be willing to enter into similar relations of full communion and 
fellowship with the united Church", E.P.S5. Geneva 


A Conversation about Peace Problems 


After an exchange of letters which have already been made public, 
the officers of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs and the 
delegates of the World Peace Council met on November 24, in the Hotel Continental, 
at Paris. They proceeded to an exchange of information and a clarification of 
their respective positions on the leading international problems and on their 


_ respective modes of approaching these in the total setting of the problem of 
- peace and justice, 


war Ve ~- 


They examined more particularly the disarmament question, that of the 
control of atomic weapons and of all weapons of war, that of the peaceful co- 
existence of different political and social regimes and other questions such as the 
importance which must be attributed Sor the maintenance of peace to the protection 
of human rights and to technical assistance for underdeveloped areas, 


a 
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They decided to . proceed to the exchange of documents and they will 
consider the advisability of meeting again, 


Wate ee ee 


The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs was repre- 
sented by Professor F.M. van Asbeck, Dr Kenneth G. Grubb, Dr OeF, Nolde, Pastor 
Pierre Maury and Dr W.A. Visser 't Hooft. The World Peace Council was represent-— 
ed by Professor Frédéric Joliot-Curie, Professor J. Bernal, Madame I, Blume and 
Monsieur Pierre Cot, 

He 

Commenting upon this meeting Dr 0.F. Nolde explained that the C.C.I.A, 
(which is an organ of the World Council of Churches and the International Mis- 
sionary Council) was always ready as a matter of policy to discuss with the 
various organisations concerned with peace. He stated that the meeting had made 
clear that there were vital differences between the hasic conceptions and the 
approaches of the two bodies concerned with the problems of peace. However, the 
meeting had offered an opportunity for the removal of misunderstandings. 


E.P.S.Geneva 
FRANCE Dr Nolde Speaks to Americans on Rearmament and 
| Reconciliation 


(Paris):—- In the course of an address on Rearmament and Reconcilia- 
tion given at the American Church in Paris on November 25, Dr 0.F. Nolde, Director 
of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, said that the atti- 
tudes through which reconciliation should be made effective were the following: 


"1) The conviction that war will offer no solution of the problems 
which now beset the world, and that reconciliation must be sought to prevent war 
and to facilitate the solution of human problems by peaceful means. 


"2) A sense of oneness with men of different nations and races which 
penetrates iron curtains and transcends the politicies and practice of governments. 


"3) A recognition of our fallibility as members of the human family 
and our willingness to forgive others, even as we hope to be forgiven ourselves. 


"4) The realisation that, because of our domestic experience in re- 
conciling widely divergent groups and because of our position of preponderant 
power, we have a responsibility to take the initiative in reconciling widely di- 
vergent international groups. 


"5) A willingness to take reasonable risks to demonstrate our desire 
for friendly relations with Russia, in order that the barrier of distrust may be 
broken down, 


"6) The disposition to distinguish between actions which we must con- 
demn on principle, and the actors who live in our world and with whom we must 
work toward common purposes. 
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"7) A sincere effort to put ourselves in the position of those who 
oppose us, and to understand how our words and acts appear to them. 


"8) A recognition that while the policy of ‘negotiating from strength! 
seems dictated by Soviet methods of expansion, it may be interpreted by friends 
and opponents as a policy of preparation fcr war, 


"9) Patience in pursuing affirmative steps - as in assistance to needy 
peoples and in the defence of human rights ~ and self-control in order that we 
may use our growing strength as a deterrent to war and not find in it an induce- 
ment to seek quick settlement by armed conflict. 


"10) A commitment to take decision on principle, but a frank recogni- 
tion of the extent to which we tend to colour the application of principles to 


further selfish interests". ®.P.S.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN The Church and International Unity 


(London);- "The recent rise of the ecumenical movement was an act of 
penitence for past failure and an effort to reassert the true character of the 
Church", said Dr C.H, Dodd, Professor of Divinity at the University of Cambridge, 
in the Burge Memorial Lecture, 


Dr Dodd said that in the Christian view the grouping of mankind by 
nationality, race and language, while capable of serving the purpose of God in 
history, was not ultimate, since the belief in one God, Maker and Father of all 
mankind, carried with it the corollary that mankind should be one. This belief 
was given expression in the emergence of the Church in history as a supra-national 
society, in which there was "neither Jew nor Greek, barbarian nor Scythian", 


The ecumenical movement was designed to realise the wmity of Christ- 
ians among themselves, across national frontiers, By consequence, if it was a 
living movement, it should increasingly have the effect of drawing nations to- 
gether, in so far as the Christian element in each nation was responsible for 
exerting a pervasive influence, through the very strength of the links -~ instinct-— 
ive and historial - which bound Christian and non-Christian members of the same 
nation. 


“Reconciliation demands the renewing of the mind", concluded Dr Dodd, 
"i.e. a genuinely changed outlook and a reconstruction of ideas. Here the Christ-— 
ian Church has the task of leading its members to understand the contemporary 
Situation in order to influence the shaping of ideas in a changing world, upon 
such questions as the true ends of human community, the nature and purpose of 
freedom, the meaning of justice and the real content of human welfare, and the 


like", B.P.S Geneva 
JAPAN Youth Survey 


The Youth Department of the National Christian Council in Japan has 
recently made a survey of 1,229 young people, of whom 968 are baptised and 261 
are inquirers, The survey has to do with the church-going habits and attitudes 
of the young people. 


—— —_— 
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Background facts indicate thes slightly more than half of the young 
people are women. As to religious background, 752 report Buddhism as their 
parents' religion. In 145 cases the background is Christianity, and in 42, 
Shintoism, Parents approve of Christianity in 726 cases, while only 63 oppose; 
the remainder are indifferent, 


The reasons for the impulse to go to church are these: 544 "seeking 
truth"; 103 "seeing Christians"; 81 "home trouble"; 70 "thoughts of death"; 
66 "hymns"; 48 "proups''; 7 "social contacts''; 5 "ceremonies" . 


Of the total, 402 are Sunday school teachers and 58 hope to be; 323 
are church youth committee members, 94 are church officers, 120 help clean the 
church building, 232 are willing to do some sort of social welfare work, 


There are 816 who attend church regularly. Of this number, 174 have 
brought at least one new person to church, 143 have brought 2, 88 have brought 3, 
24 have brought 4, and 61 have brovsat 5 persons to churche 


As to their church giving, 345 give less than 5% of their income to 


the church, 124 give 10%, and 30 give 30%. E.P.S Geneva 
GERMANY An Bounenical Sisterhood 


The ecumenical Sisterhood of Mary (Marienschwesternschaft) has come 
into being through a revival within the Darmstadt Girls' Bible Groups, which were 
directed by a leader of the women's Student Christian Movement in Germany, Dr 
Klara Schlink, The experience of being saved from the bombing of Darmstadt in 
1944 led a number of the girls to a repentance which was to have concrete results, 
Some of them dropped their studies and training and got Dr Schlink to post them 
wherever it seemed particularly necessary "to bear witness by word and deed to 
the love and mercy of Jesus Christ", Slowly there g.ew up out of this "a fellow- 
ship of praising and worshipping God, and of serving and loving Jesus Christ", 
which in turn was converted into an organised life together under one roof and 
entailing the wearing of a special costume. 


A few weeks ago, the sisterhood, to which some 60 sisters now belong, 
moved into a house built by the sisters themselves, with the help of a few friends, 
out of the rubble of Darmstadt, The sisterhood terms itself "ecumenical" because 
it deliberately draws no distinction between allegiance to the Established Church 
and to the Free Church, The name "Sisterhood of Mary" was adopted in the re- 
cognition that Mary, the Mother of our Lord, covld be taken as a special example 
to the sisters in the fulfilment of their vow of poverty, chastity and obedience, 


The sisters have no property of their own apart from monthly pocket- 
money. Upon their enrolment, they carry out, as novices, the practical work of 
the house and kitchen for eighteen mouths, and wmtil their investiture wear a 
Simple linen dress. At the celebration of their investiture they are given a 
new name, All the sisters follow a one-year Bible course. £4.P.S,Geneva 
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SLM World Council of Churches DPs Conference 
(Stuttgart):- "We have come to receive suggestions from the German 


Churches regarding further work for Displaced Persons and refugees in Germany 
during 1952", This statement by the Director of the Inter-Church Aid Department 


and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches, Dr Robert C, Mackie, 


summed up the object of the conference held in November in Stuttgart, 


Refugee work in Germany will, it was stated, "concentrate particular- 


| dy on emigration" in 1952. At the same time, "financial support of refugees by 
the International Refugee Organisation ceases on December 31 of this year’, 


Hence "welfare work for the DPs remaining in Germany will have to be actively 


supported by the World Council of Churches and the Lutheran World Federation, 


through the German Churches'', The Stuttgart meeting, which was attended by a 


number of representatives of German and ecumenical bodies, endorsed this inten- 
tion. 


It was resolved to coordinate as far as possible all efforts for the 
ecclesiastical and social integration of refugees and DPs, and the furthering of 


their plans for emigration, "without regard to race, confession or political 


affinity, but simply according to the greatest need", Ongoing affairs, states a 
resolution by the conference, are in the hands of the DP Committee of the Evan- 
gelical Church in Germany, on which are represented the following: The Chancery 
of the Evangelical Church in Germany (#KD); the Office for External Affairs of 


the EKD; the Central Office of the Relief Organisation of the EXD; the Central 


Committee for Home Missions; the Association of ttvangelical Lutheran Churches; 
representatives of Churches in exile. 


The Director, Field Operations of the World Council Service to Refugees, 
Dr E.H.S. Chandler, further stated that the World Council was particularly striving 
to find openings for the bodily disabled outside Germeny, e2g- in Belgium, Holland, 
Great Britain and Switzerland, Fifty thousand would, however, be left in Germany, 
the emigration authorities having rejected their applications, The World Council 
would therefore actively continue service to all refugees. In particular, it 


would maintain responsibility on behalf of Orthodox priests in their refugee 
“parishes, and the Germen Churches would also keep up their assistance to them. 


E,P.5.,Geneva 


AUSTRIA Re-elections in Evangelical Parishes 


: 


In the period vp to the end of December, the various ecclesiastical 
bodies will be re-elected in the Hvangelical parishes of Austria, The new church 
constitution adopted in 1949 allows women the vote, both active and passive, 
Women may represent up to 25% of the total membership on these ecclesiastical 
parish bodies, 


A further innevaticn has been that the vote is no longer the preroga- 


tive of all parish members who have paid their ecclesiastical contributions, but 


only of those who every year expressly acknowledge a measure of responsibility in 
the Church by entering their names on the voters! register, B.P.S,Geneva 
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Serbian Orthodox Church Leaders Visit ingland, France and the 
Ered States: 


Bishop German, general secretary of the Holy Synod of the Serbian 
Orthodox Church in Yugoslavia, together with Dr Dusan Glumac, dean of the Theolo- 
gical School of Beigrade University, visited the United States, England and 
France, on a tour authorised by the Primate of the Serbian Church, Patriarch 
Vikentij. 


After having visited Serbian communities in the U.S.A., where the 
Serbian Church has about 140,000 members in some 55 parishes served by 60 priests, 
the two churchmen spent three days in New York with Bishop Nicolaij and report 
with joy "that the unity of our Church is now established", 


The two churchmen were received by leaders of the World Council Mem- 
ber Churches in the U.S.A. and by the officers of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs and of the Department of Inter-Church Aid and Service to 
Refugees of the National Council of the Charches of Christ in the U.S.A. The 
visitors expressed warm appreciation "for the moral and spiritual effect of the 
gifts of food and clothing"sent by that Department and reminded the officers that 
"the first help Yugoslavia had received was from the U.S.A," 


In London, where they were the guests of the Archbishop of Canterbury 
(Dr Geoffrey Fisher), they took part in conferences with Anglican theologians, 
held under the chairmanship of the Bishop of Chichester (Dr George Bell) and the 
Bishop of London (Dr J.iW.C. Wand) concerning the relations between the Serbian 
Orthodox Church and the Church of England. 


in Paris, Bishop German and Professor Glumac met representatives of 


the Serbian Orthodox community, with a membership of 2,000. £.P.S.Geneva 
CANADA French Protestant Church Conference 
(Miontreal);- "The Protestant Churches of Canada must act more and 


more together, and manage to draw up long-range plans", was the conclusion arriy- 
ed at by the Study Conference on French Protestantism in Canada organised in 
Montreal on November 12, under the leadership of Principal Jom A. Mackay, Pre- 
Sident of the International Missionary Council. This conference, organised by the 
Inter-Church Committee of the Oeuvre Francaise au Canada (representing the Anglic- 
an, Baptist, Presbyterian and United Churches), was attended by some fifty dele- 
gates, both clergy and laymen of these Churches, as well as by two pastors of 
other French Protestant groups. The Deans of the four theological faculties of 
Montreal were also present, as were the Secretaries of the Home Mission Councils 
of the United and Presbyterian Churches. 


Four reports wire presented, o1 French Protestantism in Canada, the 
religious mentality in Wuebec Province, the problem of the education of French 
Protestants, and the problem of dvangelism. The conference approved the sugges- 
tion of convening an Assembly of French Protestant Churches in March 1952, to 
which each Church and ilission is to send one pastor and two laymen. It will be 
followed by a conference of official representatives from the big Churches of the 
country, who will examine ways of intensifying evangelism among those indifferent 
to religious matters. The conference attracted a large number of influential lay- 
men and received considerable attention in the Press, E.P.S Geneva 


a 
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"Appeal to the Nations" for world-wide Aid to Refugees 


(Geneva)s- Leaders of five inter~governmental organisations and 18 inter- 
national voluntary agencies have issued from Geneva a common "Appeal to the Nations" 
for action to relieve the desperate plight of various categories of refugees in many 
countries, because the emigration programme of the International Refugee Organisation 
for those groups of refugees eligible for United Nations care ends this month 
(December ) , 


This appeal is launched at a time when consideration of many aspects of the 
world-wide refugee problem is imminent at the 6th United Nations Assembly in Paris. 


The appeal is published in a special issue of "World Communiqué" containing a document- 


ed survey of refugee needs and of migration problems, on which articles have been con- 
tributed from many organisations, The World's Alliance of Young Men's Christian Asso-~ 


| clation's illustrated "World Communiqué" is edited by Paul Guinness and published at 


YwiCAs world headquarters, 37 quai Wilson, Geneva (copies also obtainable from New York 


office, 291 Broadway, New York 7). 


The Appeal reads; "In this hour of transition when the International Refu- 


: gee Organisation ends its aid to Displaced Persons, we call upon responsible leaders 


of governments, Churches, organisations and of industry and labour to initiate effect- 
ive plans to assist those human beings who have been driven from their homes and 
forced to survive as refugees amid frustration and destitution, Only the awakened 
conscience of mankind can bring to an end this tragic situation, It is with a sense 


of urgency that we appeal to the peoples of all nations to aid both governments and 


voluntary organisations so to serve these homeless peoples that, together, we may 
create a world nearer to the will of Godi, 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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The appeal is signed by the heads of five inter-governmental organ-— 
isations: J, Donald Kingsley, Director-General of IRO and in his capacity as 
Agent General, U.N. Korean Reconstruction Agency; G.J. van Heuven Goedhart, 
U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees; David A, Morse, Director-General, Inter- 
national Labour Office; and Ambassador Jom B, Blandford Jx, Director-General, 
U.N. Relief and Works Agency lliddle Rast, 


Signatories for the 18 international voluntary agencies are; Paul 
Ruegger (International Committee of the Red Cross); Tracy Strong (World's 
Alliance of YMCAs); Helen Roberts (World's YWCA); W.A. Visser 't Hooft (World 
Council of Churches); Stewart W. Herman (Lutheran World Federation); James 
Morris (National Catholic Welfare Conference); Moses A, Leavitt (American Jew- 
ish Joint Distribution Committee); Mgr Dr G. Crivelli (Caritas); J.B. Lanctot 
(International Catholic Migration Commission); Lewis M, Hoskins (American 
Friends' Service Committee); Paul D, Sturge (Friends Service Council, London) ; 
MR. Zigler (Brethren Service Commission); William T. Snyder (liennonite Central 
Committee); Philippe Maury (World s Student Christian Federation); Sigvard 
Wolontis (World University Service); Georges Thélin (International Union for 
Child Welfare); L. Gurvitch (OSE Union of Societies for Child Care, Health and 
Hygiene amongst Jews, Switzerland); Suzanne Ferriére (International Social 
Service). 


Here is reproduced the message addressed to the Christian conscience 
of the world from the Beirut Conference on Arab refugee problems jointly convened 
by the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council, Mr 
LeA. Moyse, of the YMCAs World's Committee, depicts the cooperation of many volunt— 
ary agencies in aid to refugees and, following his recent tour of South-Fast 
Asia, contributes a report on the India-Pakistan refugee problem, German Federal 
Minister for Refugee Affairs pleads in his article for an international solution 
of the baffling German refugee problem. Paul Guinness points out that the re- 
settlement already of 1,000,000 DPs by IM aided by voluntary agencies, "witnes- 
Ses to the combined efforts of Government and Churches, Protestant, Orthodox and 
Catholic, to bring good out of evil", G.J. van Heuven Goedhart (U.N. High Com- 
missioner) pays a tribute to the pioneer work of voluntary agencies "long before 
inter-governmental organisations began to grappel with the refugee problem!'', 


"World Communiqué! focusses attention, with maps and statistics, on 

the six "crisis areas of the world, ranging from Hurope to the Middle East and 
from India to Korea, It also contains Queen Juliana of the Netherlands! moving 
letter to President Truman, urging the need of millions of refugees "who seek a 
country"; statements by J. Donald Kingsley, on the Korea refugees! need and the 
general prospect in 1952 "when the safety valve provided by IRO ceases to exist... 
a message from ILO Director-General David A, Morse appealing for prompt action; 

an article, "The Unfinished Task" =; Walter Kilpatrick (World's Alliance of YMCAs) $ 

and factual studies of various aspects of the world refugee situation from other 

well-informed contributors, B.PsS.Geneva 


No. 48 - December 7, 1951 ~ om 


Jane 


Jane 
Jan, 


Jan. 


JMNe 
Jane 
Jan. 


Jane 
Jan. 
Jane 
JaAMNo 
Jan, 
Jane 


Jan.30-Feb,1 


Feb, March or 
April 


Feb, 4-8 
Feb, 16-24 
Feb.21-24 
March 1-4 
March 10-14 
March 21-27 


April 3-8 
April 15-19 
April 15-30 
April 20 ? 


Ecumenical Calendar 1952 
World's Student Christian Federation's European 
Leaders! Conference 
Consultation of leaders in laymen's work 
Board of the Ecumenical Institute 


European Council of the World's Student Christian 
Federation 


Group on industrial problems 
World's Alliance of YMCAs' President's Committee 


Meeting of Peace Churches (lMennonite, Friends, 
Brethren) 


Retreat of Fraternal ‘jorkers of Inter-Church Aid 
Department and Service to Refugees 


Lutheran World Federation Commission on Women in 
the Church 


Lutheran World Federation Commission on Inner 
Missions 


Administrative Committee of the Inter-Church Aid 
Department 


World's Alliance of YMCAs International Travel 
Conference 


World's YMCA/AYWCA Joint Meeting on Emergency 
Servi ce 


Executive Committee of Faith and Order Commission 


Lutheran World Federation Commission on World 
Mission 


Executive Committee of World Council of Churches 


Council of the United Bible Societies 


Lay Conference on the Christian and his daily work 


Study Conference for Journalists 


Group on birth control problems 


Conference of psychotherapists, psychoanalysts and 


theologians 

Conference for practising lawyers 
Study conference on "Hope in the Bible" 
Study group on Church and social work 


Executive Committee of World's Student Christian 
Federation 


331 


Stein/Nirnberg 


Bossey 


Bossey 


Stein/Nurnberg 
Bossey 


Geneva 
Presinge /Geneva 
Bossey 
Hanover 
Hanover 
Geneva 
Eastbourne /Engl. 


Geneva 


London 


Hamburg 
London 
Ootacamtnd/India 
Buffalo /USA 
Bossey 


Bossey 


Bossey 
Bossey 
Zetten /Holland 


Bossey 


prob.Biévres 
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May 
May 3-8 


May 14-21 
May 30-June 3 


June 10-25 
June 


July 2-3 


“July 3-12 
July 3-31 
July 5-12 


. July 14-Aug.4 
July 15-Aug.4 
_ duly 2124 
July 25~Aug,3 
July 25-Aug.3 
July 

July 28~Aug,6 
Aug. 4 
Aug. 6~13 


8-15 
11-13 
15=28 
15=29 ? 


Aug. 
Auge 
AUS. 
Aug. 


18-24 
19-23 


Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug, 24-31 
Sept. begin, 
_ Sept. begin, 
Sept. 


0 


Lutheran World Federation 
Field Directors! Meeting 


Service to Refugees 


Conference of leaders of men's movements: in the 
Church 


Conference on art and the crisis of culture 


Conference on the Christian attitnde towards human 


relations in industry 


Course for ministers 


World's YWCA Executive Committee meeting 


Joint Committee of World Council of Churches and 
International Missionary Council 


Course for laymen 


YMCA-YWCA Leadership Training Institute 


Enlarged Committee of International 
Council 


World's Student Christian Federation Study Chalet 
Course for theological students 


Missionary 


Lutheran World Federation Executive Committee 
Lutheran World Federation Plenary Assembly 
World Lutheran Youth Gathering 

YMCA Conference on health and physical education 


Friends World Conference 


Lutheran World Federation Executive Committee 


World's Student Christian Federation Annual 
Conference 


Conference on Christian education 
Executive Committee of World Council of Churches 
Werld Conference on Faith and Order 


World's Student Christian Federation Theological 
Students! Conference 


Brethren Service Annual Conference 


World's Alliance of YMCAs Consultation on Finance 
and Income production 


Medical Conference’ 


World's Alliance of YMCAs Executive Committee 
International Qld Catholic Congress 


Consultation of European YWCAs, under World's 


YWCA auspices 


33a 


Geneva 


Bossey 


Bogsey 


Bossey 
Bossey 


Geneva 


London 
Bossey - 


Mainau /Germany 


Willingen Germany 


Austria 


Bossey 

Hanover:: 
Hanover: 
Hanover: 
Helsinki/Finland 
Oxford 


Hanover 


Agape /Italy 
Bossey 

Nykgbing /Denmark 
Lund/Sweden 


Lund 


Austria 


Geneva 
Bossey 
Athens 
Vienna 
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Sept, 3-10 Course for young laymen and women in junior mana~ 
gerial posts and other young laymen in technical 
professions Bossey 
Sept. 8-13 Commission on Life and Work of Women in the Church England 
Dec. 11-25 World Christian Youth Conference Travancore /India 


Dec. 29-30 Executive Committee of World Council of Churches  Lucknow/India 
Dec. 30-Jan.5 World's Student Christian Federation Conference India 


Dec. 31-Jan.9 Central Committee of World Council of Churches Lucknow /India 
Jan. 7-9 World's Student Christian Federation General 
(1953} Committee India 


E.P.-S. Geneva 
MO ZAMB IQUE African Ecumenism 


Tavane, in the district of Manjacaze, is a mission station in the 
middle of the desert, planted with coconut-palms - the centre of activity of the 
American Nazarene Mission, The Consultative Assembly cf the Mozambique Christ- 
ian Council recently held a three-day meeting there. 


tThe event of Tavane, 1951", writes Missionary Theo Schneider in 
the December issue of the Swiss South African Mission's bulletin, "was this; 
thirty pastors, evangelists, teachers and hospital workers unanimously expressed 
the desire to see the four African Shurches which sent them (Nazarene, Methodist 
Episcopal, Presbyterian, Reformed) join the Christian Council of Mozambique and 
thus prepare the establishment of a single Church of Christ in the Colony, All 
of them accepted the new constitution worked out for this purpose", 


Up to now the Christian Council of Mozambique has been composed of 
white délegates, In future the four native Churches will each send one delegate, 
E.P.S Geneva 


LIBERIA The President Calls the Nation to Prayer 


The President of the Republic of Liberia issued a Proclamation 
calling the whole nation to prayer, during the Week of Prayer sponsored by the 
World's YMCA and World's YWCA, in November (see EPS Nc. 40). 


A correspondent writes; "Perhaps the mest cncouraging aspect of 
the observance was the ecumenical character of the programme, Almost every re- 
ligious body and denomination in Monrovia, twelve in all, cooperated with and 
was represented in the prayer servines and special Sunday programmes, Another 
encouraging feature was the cooperetion of the radio and icwspapers so that 
numbers of unchurched people were reminded of the need for and efficacy of 
prayer", E.P.o-Geneva 
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INDIA Call to Prayer 


The National’ Christian Council cf India issued a Gall to Prayer for 
India and East Pakistan (West Pakistan has now its own Christian Council) which 
was prepared by the Rt Rev. Frank Whittaker, Bishop in Medak, and was published 
on December 2, first Sunday of Advent, 


"There never was greater need for all Christians in India and Pa- 
kistan to give themselves to prayer for their country and for the world", the 
Call begins. "We must ask'', it goes on, "'what is it that God wants to do for 
us, and through us, for our country at this time?!’ We must go on asking until 
He gives us His answer, 


"The high hopes with which we hailed the rebirth of our national 
life have given place to sober facing of the difficulties in the way of their 
realisation... There is wide opportunity for Christians in India and Pakistan 
to ‘offer Christ! to their fellowm:y, by word and by deeds of loving kindness, 
The leaders of the Christian movement are being drawn into closer fellowship of 
thought, prayer and action, for the furtherance of the Gospel and the bearing of 
one another's burdens... 


"Our greatest concern, as Christians, must be for the spiritual re- 
newal of all the Churches. We must pray that God will remove every cause of 
weakness and every hindrance to our witness, Let us pray for deliverance from 
indifference and worldiiness, from lack of faith in God and from mistrust of one 
another: .. 


"Let us give thanks to God... for the attention now being given to 
the need for !spontaneous evangelism!, by the witness of laymen in their daily 
work, by the witness of Christians to their neighbours and the concern of Christ- 
ian congregations for those at their doors... 


"For all movements of the Spirit of God which are bringing Christ- 
ians closer together; the progress in unity in South India, and the hopes of 
closer union in the North; the work of the National and Provincial Christian 
Councils, the International Missionary Quncil and the World Council of Churches, 
the witness and work of Christian organisations for work among youth. ;. 


"For the Christian impact on the life of the nation: that all Christ 


dans may set a high standard of integrity and fair dealing in both private and 
public affairs; that Christian Churches and congregations may show forth the 
power of Christ to break down barriers, to cast out enmity, and to create peace 
and unity in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit; that all Christians may rise 
above 'the spirit of the age’ and ?*ve in this world as citizens of the Kingdom 


of Heaven..." BoP .SeGeneva 
UNITED STATES Church Relief Supplies for Victims of Italy's Floods 


Thousands of pounds of American church relief supplies and a token 
grant of $5,000 wererushed this week to help the stricken victims of the Po flood 
in Italy, according to the kev. Wayland Zwayer, Assistant Executive Director of 
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the Central Department of Church World Service of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. As socn as news of the momting tragedy reached 
America, wr Zwayer made arrangements fcr the transfer of emergency funds through 
the Protestant Churches! Inter-Church Aid Committee to the areas of greatest need. 
Mr Zwayer said about 50,000 pounds of clothing was immediately available and should 
be at the disaster scene almost immediately. 


Commenting on the fact that there are very few Protestants in the 
disaster area, Mr Zwayer pointed out that human need has always been the one 
factor in determining where Church World Service relief should be sent. The 
Waldensians, who are the largest Protestant group in Italy, live mostly in the 


northern valleys which are untouched by the flood. B.P.S,Geneva 
YUGOSLAVIA Metropolitan Released 


The Patriarch of the Serbian Orthodox Church Vikentij declared in 
an interview with a representative of the Yugoslav press-agency "Tanyug" in con- 
nection with the release of Metropolitan Josif (who was under arrest for about a 
year) that he personally and the Holy Synod were viewing this act of the Yugoslav 


authorities as a mark of consideration towards the Church. HePoo oaeneva 
FINTAND Generosity 


The proceeds of the collection taken up by the Church of Finiand in 
all parts of that country for its various works of Christian charity exceed the 
results of collections during the last few years. 


The ten thousand=odd collection centres set up in town and country 
districts raised in all 60 million finmarks. Half of this sum will go to needy 
districts all over the country. A quarter is earmarked for deaconess work: the 
sum taken this year will be sent to the deaconess-house in Oulu, the norther-most 
institution of its kind in the world. The remainder is being allocated to the 
individual dioceses, In addition, parish associations of women and girls have 
contributed a further 10 million finmarks for church charitable work in their own 
communities . 


The two collections are an example of the generosity of church- 


goers in Finland. E.P.S Geneva 
GERWANY The Nieniller Donation 


The Board of Governors of the "Kirche fir die Welt" Foundation, led 
by its chairman, Dr Heinemann, has issued an appeal on behalf of a collection 
whose proceeds are to be used, in the spirit of Dir Martin Niemdller, for the unity 
and community of Evangelical Christians, both all over Germany and in the Churches 


- of the world, and for the cooperation and co-responsibility of members in helping 


both the Church and the world. 


"The name of Nieméller", runs the appeal, "is for us in Germany and 
in the world Church a symbol of what the Church has done and suffered to ensure 
that the Gospel shall be preached in freedom and purity and the Church maintain a 
sense of responsibility towards the world. 
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"We could not give better expression to our gratitude for what God 
has bestowed upon us through Martin Niemdller, and our love and admiration for 
Nieméller himself, than by helping, with our own contributions, to see that the 
cause of the Gospel, which he upheld emid suffering and much opposition and which 
still fills him through and through, shail pursue its way, and the tasks involv- 


ed be actively tackled and vigorously proceeded with," BK P.S.Geneva 
ROUMANTA The Roumanian Orthodox Church and the Fight 
anata en a anne ani HG UNE Hight 


for Peace 
ee ey 


"In consciousness of its mission, the Roumanian Orthodox Church has 
called upon all the other Christians in Roumania, without distinction of confes- 
Sion, to take an active part in all measures for the ensuring of peace, This 
appeal by the Holy Synod of the Church of Koumania has made a considerable con- 
tribution to the uniting of Christians for the protection of peace, and has 
brought about a realisation of the common purposes in life which, by God's pro- 
vidence, affect not only the OrthJox, just as they do not affect only the Roman 
Catholics or the Protestants, but vhe family of Christians as & whole", 


The most recent issue (No. 6 of this year) of the Moscow Patriarchatels 
periodical, summing up in these sentences its report by Prof. A. Denernikov on 
"The Roumanian Orthodox Church and the Fight for Peace, goes on to say that the 
Roumanian Church, by "stepping up religious toleration to the point of. cooperat- 
ing in public affairs with other believers," has not simply confined itself to 
association among Christian confessions for the protection of peace, but has en- 
couraged other religions also, The Orthodox Church, which "by its inner solidar-— 
ity provides an instructive exauple as regards those of other faiths", has no 
doubts concerning "its solidarity with the rest of Christendom in respect of 
peace, just as it has no doubt that every religion is, in its own fashion, in 
sesrch of Ged!', 


With a view to aligning the various Christian groups to work to- 
gether for peace, consultations recently took place in Roumania among the leaders 
"of all religious cults in the Roumanian People's Republic, with the exception of 
the Homan Catholic Church", 


In an appeal by the Patriarch to believers cf all confessions, it 
is stated: ‘Despite the differing longuages in which we send our prayers up to 
God, and the varying forms followed by our adoration, what matters is our common 
faith in the Creator and in the irrevocability of His will, The striving to ful- 
fil God's will forms, along with our love of country, the source of the mutual 
esteem and cooperation among the believers and the servants of our Churches, In 
this fellowship in work we are coming to see clearly the path along which we must 
perform the commandments of God, The most impertant of these is the commandment 
On peace, That spirit informed the resolztion of the World Peace Congress in 
Warsaw, which called on all States to observe the commandment on peace and to 
condemn every kind of war propaganda... 


"Thus cooperation between religions, which would have been inconceiv~ 
able in any other period, has become a fact in the Rownanian People's Hepublic, 
a fact whose most immediate significance is to be seen in the buttressing of the 
moral unity of the people and of the Popular Front of lovers of peacett, 
E.P.S.Geneva 
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Letter of the Director of C.C.I.A, to U.N. Sub-Committee 
on Regulation and Reduction of Armaments 


(Paris)s~ The following letter was addressed by Dr 0.F. Nolde, 
Director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, to members 
of the sub-committee on Regulation and Reduction of Armaments set up by the 
Assembly of the United Nations, It was intended to express the concern of the 
Churches at a critical point of the debate and to relate, from previous state- 
ments by the C.C.I.A., important principles to the existing level of the debate, 


"The deep concern for peace and justice which moves many millions of 
people in our Churches and Missions throvghout the world prompts me to address 
you at this moment...» 


"The general debate in the First Committee seems to indicate that the 
most baffling difficulty which the sub-committee will initially face arises from 
differing proposals as to the timing and method whereby atomic weapons will be 
brought under international control, Closely related thereto is the problem of 
reliable inspection and verification, Our Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs, in its consideration of conditions on which international re- 
gulation and control of national armaments could be effected, has always sought 
to observe the complementary requirements of peace and of justice. We have 
stressed the claim that 'the reduction of armaments is not an arithmetic proposi- 
tion but a political and, above all, a moral problem', I respectfully suggest 
that this point of view must be needed if the long-standing impasse is to be 
broken. What I have to say relates more particularly to the existing level of 
the debate. 


"At the present time each side contends that the proposals of the 
other contain such inequities as to make acceptance impossible. An understanding 
of the situation will be promoted by a frank identification of what each party 
fears, It is necessary to recognise the genuine fear which is created by the 
possible use of atomic weapons but it is equally necessary to reckon with the 
genuine fear that, in the absence of an adequate deterrent, efforts to extend 
power through coercion or infiltration will seriously jeopardise world peace. 
if present positions are maintained agreement on first steps toward reduction 
can in all probability not be found solely in the area of armaments, but will 
have to take into account concomitant factors, For example, if there is to be 
provision for verified assurance that atomic weapons will not be used, there must 
also be provision for verified assurance that powerful nations will permit peoples 
in all countries freely to choose their own forms of government, to determine 
their own policies, and to bring about necessary changes by peacef1 means and 
with the preservation of freedom. Similar considerations of equity will apply 
to all other arms and armed forces, This method of resolving differences will 
not prove easy but we believe that progressive measures can be devised to ensure 
its success, The cooperation which at the outset may be prompted by enlightened 
self-interest can eventually lead to goodwill and the desire for reconciliation, 
whereby the barrier of mutual distrust will be removedoo. 


"As you preceed with your difficult task in the sub-committee I beg 
above all to assure you that there is at hand a form of support of which you 
must already be aware and on which you can surely rely, Men everywhere— the 
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average man, in fact, men in all walks of life -- profoundly hope that your deli- 
berations will be Successful, I am confident that in countless Churches and 
homes prayers are being offered to Almighty God that you may be guided and 
strengthened to make wise decisions. The moment is favourable for a bold step 
towards relieving mankind from the menacing burden which the armaments race im- 
poses,.," E£.P.S.Geneva 


Voluntary Agencies! View of Refugee Aid Task 


(Geneva) :- Wir Elfan Rees, President of the Standing Conference of 
Voluntary Agencies working for Refugees (S.C.V.A.R.), addressing the first meet- 
ing here of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees! Advisory Commit- 
tee, comprising delegates from 16 governments, urged that it was desirable that 
the High Commissioner should be accorded official representation with such other 
U.N. agencies as would enable him to voice the needs of forgotten refugees, Mr 
Rees (who is also Refugee Adviser to the World Council of Churches) pointed out 
that on this occasion he was authorised to speak besides on behalf of a number 
of Catholic, Protestant, Jewish and ther agencies, not members of the S.C.V.A.R. 
when stating to the Advisory Committee's delegates, "we shall seek to work in 
constructive cooperation with you as partners in achieving that common end, which 
is the well-being of the refugees... If you... can come to know, even more in- 
timately, the tragedy of the refugee, there is hope for deeper understanding, 
not only in your own country, but also in the United Nations as a whole", 


"We know that there can be no protection of refugees without repre- 
sentation. We plead therefore for the necessary number of field offices in dif- 
ferent countries for the High Commissioner's Office, since this is, ultimately, 
afield job. We cannot believe that the principles of freedom from fear and of 
freedom from want were never enunciated as alternatives. We cannot believe that 
it is beyond the resources and the will of the free world to provide both. There 
must be some form of international assistance fund and we earnestly hope that 
the High Commissioner will seek in the current 6th United Nations Assembly at 
Paris that permission be granted to raise a fund which is envisaged in his 
Statute. I think we can say now that, once permission is secured, we will all 
help him to raise the fund", 


Addressing the High Commissioner (Dr GeJ. van Heuven Goedhart) Mr 
Rees concluded: "We look forward to the publication of the new refugee survey 
because we are convinced it will confirm independently the tragic situation which 
we are finding it increasingly difficult to emphasise by ourselves. We do not 
believe in alarmist propaganda and astronomical figures, The most sober assess- 
ment of this problem is enough if it is honest, For the sake of the work we 
wish to maintain and of the half-forgotten refugee, we need to counteract the 
optimism that has reduced his numbers to fractions and the cynicism that forgets 
the material needs even of the fraction. We hope and believe that you will help 
to ensure that the facts are known and that the victims find succour’, 

H.P.S.Geneva 
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Call to Prayer of Faith and Order 


At the occasion of the Annual Week of Prayer for the Unity of Christendom 
which is observed from January 18 to 25, the Commission on Faith and Order of the 
World Council of Churches asks especially for prayer for the Faith and Order World 
Conference to be held at Lund from August 15 to 29, 19523 


tlet us pray3- for the Churches which will be represented at Lunds that 
their delegates may be wisely chosen and fully prepared for giving a true impression 
of their own traditions and for receiving sympathetically the testimony of others; 
~ that behind the delegates there may be in all Churches a large body of informed 
Opinion and sincere prayer; - that all Churches may be delivered from merely human 
motives of self—justification and self-assertion and be sensitive to the demands of 
God's truth and love, 


: "Tet us prays- for the Churches which will not be represented at Lund: that 
Churches, cut off from their Christian neighbours by the suspicion and mistrust en- 
gendered in our divided world, may not lose their awareness of wity in Christ which 
transcends all political and ideological divisions; - that Churches in Communist- 
dominated countries may know such a deepening of Christian faith and life that they 
“may draw nearer to the Centre of our unity even whilst our human contacts with each 
other are weakened or destroyed; - that the Church of Rome may truly understand the 
purpose of our ecumenical fellowship with each other even whilst she cannot see her 
way corporately to take part in it; ~ that all Christians who suspect or denounce 
our fellowship may be led only by a zeal for truth and may act with charity, 


"let us prayr- for those who are responsible for the organising of the Lund 
Conferences; ~ that the reports and volumes of the Theological Commissions may be 
used by God for the dispelling of ignorance, the disarming of suspicion and for the 
building up of the Body in loves ~ that the worship at the Conference may be so plan- 
ned and so led that our differing traditions become the means not to deepening con- 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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fusion but to deeper awareness of the Spirit and the truth; ~ that the Lund Con- 
ference may result in 'Faith ‘and Order! discovering afresh how to serve the 
Churches in overcoming their divisions and manifesting the essential oneness of 
the Church of Jesus Christ, until such time as our work is done and God is pleas- 
ed to establish in its fulness the unity He has given to us in His Son...! 


HeP.S,Geneva 
MALAYA . Conference on Christian Literature 


(Singapore)+- In almost every country in the Far East, National committees 
on Christian literature have been developed. They are assisted internationally 
by the Committee on World Literacy and Literature in New York and by the Commit- 
tee on Christian Literature in London: 


Integral to the task of these national committees is the preparation of 
Christian literature, So an active effort is being made in almost every Asian 
land east of Afghanistan to prepare Christian literature both for those persons 
just learning to read, and for mature Christians as well. 


Twenty-five representatives of these national committees from Hong Kong, 
Japan, the Philippine Islands, Malaya, Indonesia, Thailand, Burma, India and 
Ceylon met in Singapore from December 7 to 11, to exchange experiences and pro- 
blems seeking mutual stimulation and assistance. Dr Rajah B, Manikam, Joint 
East Asia secretary of the World Vouncil of Churches and the International Mis- 
sionary Council was in charge of the Conference, Miss Ruth Ure, secretary of 
the National Christian Council of India, and the author of "Highway of Print", 
assisted him in preparing for the Conference, Time has been allotted to a coun- 
try-by-country survey of achievements, opportunities and major emphasis, problems 
and needs, organisation of the national committees, publishers, presses, dis- 
tribution centres, capital, cooperation, etc, 


Production of Christian literature has been discussed, Considerable in- 
terest was aroused by a discussion of the Christian approach to Communism, and 
the ways and means of combating sectarianisn, 


Special approaches have been studied, e.g. the placing of advertisements 
in the secular press, inviting correspondence, the preparation and distribution 
of tracts, preparation of materials for Bible correspondence courses, 


The delegates considered the need for and possibilities of centralising 
production for special groups, such as the Chinese~speaking peoples who are found 
in large numbers especially in Indonesia, Malaya, the Philippines and Thailand, 


The stimulation of authors is a problem faced in each of the lands of Asia, 
since the trained Christian leadership for the total Christian task is less than 
adequate. Because of the scarcity of Christians who have the literary gift to 
produce acceptable literature, the use of the school of journalism in Nagpur, 
India (see EPS No. 39) has been considered, as well as the granting of fellow- 
ships for study abroad, E.P.o Geneva 
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INDIA Conference Committee of World Christian Youth 


(Calcutta);- The Committee of the World Christian Youth Conference which 
is meeting at present at the International YwCA, Calcutta, is representative of 
five great Christian youth organisations which circle the globe, namely; the 
World's Alliance of YMCAs, the World's YWCA, the World's Student Christian Federa- 
tion, the World Council of Christian Education and the World Council of Churches. 
The National General Secretaries of these bodies in India are present as con- 
sultants, 


The Chairman of the Committee is Miss Sarah Chakko, Principal of Isabella 
ThoburngCollege, Lucknow. The organising secretary is Dr K.M. Simon. 


Committee members present have come to this special meeting from the 
following countries: Japan, Philippines, China, Indonesia, Malaya, Burma, India, 
Ceylon, Great Britain and Switzerland. The Committee is discussing where the 
conference should be held in India, the programme, accommodation, transport and 
travel of the delegates. 


The first Conference was held just before the outbreak of World War II 
in Amsterdam in 1939, the second immediately after the War in Oslo in 1947. And 
now the third representative gathering of Christian Youth of the World is to be 
held in India in December 1952, 


Three hundred delegates from 70 different countries will gather together. 
They will not only represent a diversity of races and tongues but also diversity 
of religious traditions even wider than those now joined together in the World 
Council of Churches. Some of the outstanding thinkers and theologians of the 
Christian Church will be present as leaders, 


These young people (age 18-30) will live together, eat together, study 
together and worship together. They will study the fundamentals of the Christian 
faith in its total application to a world situation that cries out for an alter- 
native to chaos and disaster. 


That the conference is to be in Asia is a recognition of the fact of the 
increasingly important roles which Asian countries are playing. Asian youth has 
a great opportunity not only of rebuilding its own countries but also of becom- 
ing vocal about world affairs. Asian youth is on the march and in its ranks 
are young Christians, eager to take their share of responsibility in creating a 
new Asia and a new World. 


The Committee has decided that the theme of the World Christian Youth 


Conference is to be; “Christ the i:swer" (II Cor, 5:19a). £.P.S.Geneva 
EGYPT Christians and the National Movement 
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The Coptic Orthodox Patriarch, the leader of the principal Christian 
community in Egypt, since his followers number more than three millions, part- 
icipated, with his clergy, in the great demonstration of November 14, All the 
other communities, Orthodox and Catholic, followed his example. The papers took 
note of this, and articles appeared in the Moslem Press calling for national 
union without distinction of party or religion. The Copts were referred to as 
"brothers", and all their disagreements with Moslems were blamed on the politics 
of England, 


A Christian-Moslem meeting was held in one of the Orthodox churches of 
Port Said, in which a priest in full liturgical vestments recited prayers for 
the national cause, with a Moslem ecclesiastic at his side, standing before the 
iconostasis. There was a mixed group in the church with them, and the turbans 
of the sheiks presented an unaccustomed sight. The papers vied with one another 
in publishing photographs of this ceremony. Similar prayers were recited in a 


Greek Orthodox church in Cairo. E.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Committee of Churchmen to Coordinate Efforts 


against Ambassador to Vatican 


The General Board of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the U.S.A. named a committee of six church leaders to coordinate the opposition 
that was arising all over the country against President Truman's proposal to send 
an Ambassador to the Vatican (see EPS No. 44). 


The committee is headed by :r Franklin ©. Fry, president of the United 
Lutheran Church in America, and consists of the following church leaders; Bishop 
G. Bromley Oxmam, Methodist Bishop of New York area, Dr Eugene C, Blake, stated 
clerk of the Presbyterian Church USA, Dr Reuben E. Nelson, New York, General 
Secretary of the American Baptist Convention, Dr Vouglas Horton, minister-at- 
large of the Congregational Christian Churches, Dr Ben Rk, Lacey, President of 
Union Theological Seminary, 


A second committee was appointed by the General Board, representative. 
of the Divisions of Christian Life and Work and Christian Education and the 
General Departments of United Church Men and United Church women, It is to be 
responsible for developing and promoting through the Churches a public education 
programme to give greater understanding to church members of the issues involved 
in the Vatican controversy, 


Dr Franklin C, Fry, at a press conference, characterised diplomatic reCco- 
enition of the Vatican as a display of "favouritism among religions" by the U.S. 
government. "We desire no privileges for our faith that are not equally accord- 
ed to all others", Dr Fry said. "Separation of Church and State in the American 
sense is not indifference to Christ.anitv on the part of the government but a 
careful impartiality in its relations to all Churches", Stressing "our desire 
to live in peace and wmity with all fellow-Christians of all creeds", Dr Fry 
urged to take a stand on the issue of Church and State separation, "not as Pro- 
testants but as Americans", E.P.S Geneva 


—. 
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Please add the following to the "Ecumenical Calendar" issued in EPS lo.48 


Feb, 19-22 Huropean Conference of Boy Scout leaders related to 
Churches collaborating with the World Council of 


Churches Genval /Belgiun 
April 22-29 Six European Youth Leaders Training Conference 
sponsored by the Youth Department of the W.C.C. Denmark 
June 13-15 European Ecumenical Work Camp Leaders Training Camp, 
sponsored by the Youth Department of the W.C.C. Gernany 
June Orientation programmes for youth participating in prob. near 
Ecumenical work camps Paris 
June Orientation programmes for youth participating in 
Ecumenical work camps Germany 


HeP.S,Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Reorganisation in London 


(London);+ After negotiations extending over several years, the scheme 
to reorganise the Anglican churches and parishes of the City of London is now 
complete, A private Bill embodying the scheme is being promoted in Parliament, 


The main provisions of the scheme, as the Bishop of London explained, 
are to retain and restore the classical churches built by Sir Christopher Wren, 
to provide for ministrations to the non-resident population of the City, to 
strengthen the ties between its ecclesiastical and civic life, and to provide 
Opportunities for clergy possessing specialised qualifications, 


The Bishop will be able to establish sixteen of the City churches as 
Guild Churches, These churches will be without parishes a will be served by 
clergymen without parochial responsibilities, 


The priestsin-charge of the new Guild Churches are to possess "special 
qualifications in scholarship, preaching, pastoral work or administration or 
other particular qualifications which render them suitable to offer specialised 
ministration or services under lawful authority, elsewhere in the provinces of 


Canterbury and York", E.P.S.Geneva 
FRANCE Third Anniversary of the Declaration of Human 
Rights 


(Paris):~ On Sunday, December 9, the third anniversary of the Declara-~ 
tion of Human Rights adopted by the United Nations, the member Churches of the 
World Council held a service of intercession and thanksgiving in the Reformed 
church of the Etoile. 


The Rev. SoL. Riddle, dean of the American Cathedral in Paris, spoke in 
praise of defending civilisation and the spiritual values. Pastor Marc Boegner, 
one of the presidents of the World Council, who was prevented by the fact of 
being in mourning from preaching the sermon, was deputised for by Pastor. Pierre 


—"s" 
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Maury, a member of the World Council Central Committee, and chairman of the 
National Council of the Reformed Church of France. He took as his text I.Tim. 2:3 
1-4, and drew attention to the obligation and significance of praying "for them 
in authority". The congregation joined in prayer for peace, led by Pastor Waltz, 
chairman of the Lutheran Consistory, and the final blessing was given by Bishop 
Thombers, of the Anglican Church in Paris, 


Among those present were Lr 0.F,. Nolde, Director of the Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs, and Mr Elfan Rees, Refugee Adviser to the 
World Council, as well as several representatives of the French and foreign 


Churches of Paris. E.P.o.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Church Cooperation in the South 


(Atlanta, Ga.)s- One of the most significant trends which became evident 
at the South-Eastern Convocation of Churches in Atlanta at the end of November, 
is "the rapidly growing trend toward church cooperation in the South", 


The meeting, sponsored by the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A., drew some 800 delegates from Churches and Councils of Churches in 
ten Southern States - Alabama, North and South Carolina, Florida, Georgia, Kent- 
ucky, Missipsippi, Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginia - as well as a score of 
church leaders from different parts of the U.S.A, 


The Convocation awarded "ecumenical citations"! to eleven men and women 
from eight Southern States, members of seven different denominations, for "unique 
and distinguished service to Christianity by advancing the growing spirit of co- 


operation between the Churches and Christians", B.P.S,Geneva 
GERMANY Ecumenical Work on Lutheran Responsibility 


The governing bod; of the established Lutheran Churches forming the 
United Evangelical Lutheran Churches of Germany (VELKD) resolved, at its meting 
held on December 7 in Berlin, under the presidency of Bishop Meiser,. to convene 
an Ecumenical Committee to attend to the study work and to the preparatory dis- 
cussions regarding practical decisions, in the sphere of responsibility of the 
VELKD itself, 


The VELKD, states the Press Service of Bethel-Bielefeld, is playing its 
part in the ecumenical work of Christian people everywhere, and hence,it is sup- 
porting the work of the Ecumenical Centre in Frankfurt, and the German Ecumenical 
Study Committee. Nevertheless, questions of ecumenical union are to the Lutheran 
Churches essentially questions of confession. The VELKD does not, therefore, 
regard itself as absolved from fulfilling its responsibility in this sphere to 
the federatiion of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD), and to study groups of 
individual personalities. The VELKD believes that by means of the Committee thus 
decided upon it can do a service to the ecumenical movement in connection with 
the World Conference on Faith and Order to take place in Lund in 1952, and with 
the World Assembly of the World Council of Churches of 1954, two occasions demand~ 
ing very thorough preparatory wrk. BeP.S.Geneva 
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ITALY The Baptists and Religious Freedom 


During his recent visit to Rome the President of the Baptist World 
Alliance, the Rev. F, Townley Lord,was granted an interview on December 5, with the 
Italian Minister of the Interior, Signor Scelba, The purpose of the interview was 
to put before the Minister the claims of Evangelicals in general and of Italian 
Baptists in particular to that religious freedom to which they are entitled under 
the new Italian Constitution, In practice, however, a serious difficulty has arisen, 
Freedom of religion involves freedom to provide proper accommodation for warships; 
but in some localities the authorities have been requiring a special licence for 
such building, Long delays have occurred in the granting of such licences, 


Dr Lord, who was accompanied by Dr Manfredi Ronchi, Executive Secretary 
of the Italian Baptist Union, expressed appreciation of the courtesy granted to him 
in this interview. He told Signor Scelba that it would be of "the greatest value 
to the fostering of good relations between the democratic countries, if Baptists of 
all lands could be assured by the Italian Minister of the Interior that his Govern- 
ment is anxious to make religious freedom full and operative", . 


Signor Scelba gave full assurance that his Government intended to make 
effective the religious freedom contained in the Constitution and replied affirmati- 
vely to Dr Lord's question, "If any local difficulty should arise, may our Baptist 
people in Italy rely on access to the Minister of the Interior for the presentation 


of their case?" E.P.S Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN For_a Truce of God in Xorea before Christmas 


An appeal for peace in Korea has been sent by the Committee of Christians 
and the Crisis, representing Roman Catholics, Anglican and Free Church members in 
Britain, to the heads of the major Christian Churches in the world, including His 
Holiness the Pope, the Patriarch of Russia, the leaders of the Greek Orthodox Church, 
the Episcopal and other denominations in America, church leaders throughout the 
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the British Empire, the Yominions, East. and West Europe and Asia, the Archbishops 
of Canterbury and York, the Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster and the Moderator 
of the Free Church Council, It has also been sent to the British Prime Minister, 
the United Nations, the British Council of Churches and the World Council of 
Churches. 


",... We call upon all our fellow Christians", the appeal reads, “atthome 
and throughout the world, to join us in insisting that a truce of God be in 
operation in Korea before Christmas, which may thereafter be extended into a 
permanent peace... E.P.S.Geneva 


A Catholic Plea for World Unity Prayer Week 


Abbé Paul Couturier (Institution des Chartreux, lyons, France) is publish 
ing a leaflet for the Week of Prayer for Christian unity, January 18-25, 1952, 
“that there may come to pass the outward and visible unity of the Kingdom of God 
as Christ desires it should be, and by such means as may seem good to Him!, 


The leaflet suggests the following pointss January 18, unity of all 
Christians; January 19, sanctification of Roman Catholics; January 20, sancti- 
fication of Orthodox; January 21, sanctification of Anglicans; January 22, 
sanctification of Lutherans; January 23, sanctification of Calvinists; January 
24, sanctification of all other Protestants; January 25, unity of all men in 
the charity and truth of Christ. 


Among the prayers proposed are the following: "For the little value we 
have placed on the words proceeding from Thy Divine heart, saying, ‘And other 
sheep I have, which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they shall 
hear my voice', we pray Thee to forgive us, good Lord, For our controversies 
sometimes filled with gibing and narrowness of mind... towards our non-Catholic 
Christian brethren, for our rigidities and for our harsh judgments, we pray Thee 
to forgive us, good Lord. For all acts of wmlawful violence at all times by us 
Catholics against our Protestant brethren, we pray Thee to forgive us, gcod Lord. 


"A11 Christians", it is further stated, "must pray for the preparation of 
the important world conference of Faith and Order in Lund", 


Finally, under the heading "a Great Hope", Abbé Couturier stresses the 
return by Catholics to the Bible, "“waich is, rightly, so rejoicing the hearts of 
our Protestant brethren". He goes on, “When, with all needful caution and safe~ 
guarded by the Church which has preserved and given to them this Divine treasure, 
Catholic spirits have learned afresh to read, study and above all meditate upon 
the Word of God, they will find that they have a common basis with the spirits 
of their Protestant and Anglican brethren,., Subject to the express condition 
of elevation upheld by living prayer, the tneclogiaus who have become students 
of the Bible and the students of the Bible who have become theologians will 
succeed, together unriddling the mystery of the same Christ, in discovering Him 
in identical wise - Christ and His Church..." E.aP.S.Geneva 
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MALAYA Bast Asia Christian Literature Conference and 
the Wider World 


(Singapore) s— Proper presentation should be given to the social impli- 
cations of Christianity and the Church should demonstrate to Christians and non- 
Christians alike its vital concern for social justice, urged a resolution adopt- 
ed by the East Asia Conference on Christian Literature (see EPS No. 49). The 
resolution continued; ' 


"At a great creative period in the building up of modern democratic states 
in Southeast Asia, the Uhurch should make its contribution to the understanding 
of such subjects as the purpose and function of the state, the responsibilities 
and rights of citizens, and the organisation of labour, recognising always that 
the Church is primarily concerned with spiritual principles", 


The Conference also expressed the opinion that in the production of 
Christian literature for South-east Asia there should be a partnership between 


Kast and West, national and missionary, E.P.S. Geneva 
CHINA Scriptures for China 


(Hong Kong):- The work of the British and Foreign Bible Society in Hong 
Kong has been known from the earliest days of its existence in 1843. The ces- 


‘sion of Hong Kong at the end of the Opium War (1840/42) made Hong Kong the chief 


centre of religious activity in the Far East during the 19th century, a position 
which it is rapidly assuming in the 20th. 


Mr. David McGavin, Secretary at Bible House, reports that Hong Kong has 
now become a manufacturing centre for Chinese translations of the Bible to be 
sent all over the world, wherever there are Chinese people, Last year, it print- 
ed about 65,000,Bibles, 200,000 Testaments and over 800,000 Gospels. These in- 
cluded cheap editions for the poorer people of China, Scriptures were sent also 


to prisoners of war of Chinese nationality in Korea. E.P.S.Geneva 
LATIN ANERICA Impressions of a Visit 


(Geneva)s- Pastor Marcel Pradervand, General Secretary of the world 
Presbyterian Alliance}/has returned here following a two-month visit to South 
America, reports that "all over Latin America!’ he found "that superstition and 
empty ceremonies formed the essential of the religion of the people'', He said 
many cultured people have become "perfectly indifferent, if not hostile", to 
the Roman Church, 


"Another striking fact which I cculd not fail to notice!!, M, Pradervand 
continued, "are the almest total avsenre cf moral values based on the Gospel of 
Jesys Christ. There is no relation between religion and that everyday life of 
the people... There are extremes of wealth and poverty, which may become one 
of the major problems of Latin America". Ignorance is widespread, he reported, 
with the result that about 70% cf the population is illiterate, "Very often the 
Roman Church only begins to tackle the problem of education when the Protestants 
have established schools of their own,! 


— *- 
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In Colombia, since 1949, the situation of the Protestants has become "in- 
tolerable" and there is an open persecution. In spite of constitutional rights 
guaranteeing freedom of religion, Protestants have been murdered, churches and 
chapels burned or dynamited, and Evangelicals have had to flee from rural areas 
where they were no more in safety;. "Such methods denote a totalitarian spirit 
which is the denial of democracy", said M. Pradervand. 


"Though I only visited the Presbyterian Churches, my remarks are equally 
true for other Churches. The Evangelical Churches in Latin America have only 
one aims to preach the Gospel cf Jesus Uhrist, and to bring to the people the 
'so0d tidingst contained in the Evangelical message, And it is certain that they 
have been and still are amazingly successful. -uverywhere I was told that there 
was a real hunger fr the Gospel; in many towns and villages the places of wor- 
ship, built in recent years, have become already too small. The people come in 
large numvers to the Evangelical Churches; they come from all classes of the 
population, 


"TI met Evangelical belonging to the intellectual and professional classes 
as well as varefooted Indians and people coming from the poorest sections of the 
community. But I was struck by the fact that these Evangelical Christians had 
become ta chosen generation, a royal priesthood’; a tremendous change had taken 
place in their appearance and in their behaviour. Among the poorer sections of 
the population, where alcoholism is playing havoc, the Hvangelical Christians 
give an example of honesty which is seldom to be found, 


"Wherever Protestants have been at work hospitals were founded, schools 
opened, and some of the finest schools of Latin America are those operated by 
the Evangelical Churches. The Protestants have not forgotten the Indians, the 
most miserable of all inhabitants of Latin America. Model farms show them how 
to earn a better living and Protestant Missions help in spreading education among 
them. 


"Al] Evangelical Churches share in this progress; there is a living faith, 
a deep enthusiasm among them, They have discovered the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and want to share it with others. This is the secret of their missionary zeal. 
In many congregations the majority of the members were baptised in the Roman 
Catholic Vhurch and have joined the Evangelical Church after a personal experience 


of conversion", £.P.SeGeneva 
GERMANY Pastors Meet Workers ' Representatives 


(Berlin) ;- In order to ensure a practical basis for the work of the new- 
ly appointed Evangelical Church pastor for social contacts, Dr Harald Poelchau, 
he and Bishop Otto Dibelius met some 250 workmen from nearly all the parishes of 
Rast and Berlin at a gathering held in mid-December in Weissensee (East Sector). 
They were asked to help the Church by suggesting how best such work could be de- 
veloped and obstacles to better understanding overcome, Some of the workmen de- 
clared that today an important Christian task lay in the cultivation of human 
relationships at work and they welcomed this initiative from the Church, adding: 
‘Wie have long been waiting for that". E.P.S,Geneva 
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